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Governor's Message. 

Fettow Citizens of the Senate and 

Ilotise of Representatives : 

A review of the year which has elapsed since the assembling of 
the last Legislature at the Capitol, cannot fail to awaken a sense of 
profound gratitude to Almighty God. His care has been the protec- 
tion of the republic. His sleepless eye has watched our progress and 
His all-powerful arm has guarded and directed us. Industry, econo- 
my and virtue have been rewarded by the enjoyment of happiness 
and prosperity. Civil, religious and political liberty has continued 
without interruption. Progress in the arts of peace, in the com- 
forts and humanitiies of life, in the pursuits of science and the use- 
ful arts, and in the development of the natural resources of the 
State, was never more remarkable than during the past year. 

Invoking the continued kindness and protection of Providence 
over our beloved commonwealth, I greet you, Pellow-Citizens, on 
your assembling as a co-ordinate branch of the government, com. 
missioned to consxilt upon the public weal. Representing the wish- 
es and interests of the different portions of the State, under the 
authority of recent elections by the jpeople, I look to you for aid and 
counsel in endeavoring to administer the government with a view 
to the public interest. If, notwithstanding the efforts and solici* 
tude of the Executive, any failure has occurred in securing the full 
enjoyment of the rights of the people, or the true interests of the 
body politic, I solicit your strictest scrutiny in the causes, and your 
co-operation in endeavors to apply the proper remedy. 

In performing the duty imposed upon me by the constitution, at 
the opening of a legislative session, I take pleasure in communicat- 
1 



ing to you the condition of the State, and in. recommending such 
matters as may seem to me to I'equiX'e your attention. 

The amount received into the treasury during the fiscal year, to 
the credit of the general fund, including a balance previously unex- 
pended, is $227,697 36 

The payments from this fund have been as follows : 
Legislative expenses, $62,132 27 

Executive department, 11,665 90 

Judiciary, ^ 11,239 70 

Geological survey, 519 87 

Revised Statutes of 1846, 4,449 53 

State prison, 12,038 03 

Paid counties, expense of tax sales, &c., 44,047 79 
Micellaneous, 19,032 51 



Total, 165,125 60 



Leaving in the treasury, $62,571 76 

Deducting a portion of this amount which was. transferred from 
other unavailable fiinds, the available balance is found to be, 
$?1,549 60. . ' 

The total indebtedness of this fund, including general fund stocky 
warrants, amount due to school fund, and to counties, on taxes, is 
$311,909 75. 

The resources of the fund, as stated by the auditor general, 
amount to $389,275 01. 

Although a portion of these resources are not immediately avail- 
able, still with the ordinary income from taxes, they are abundant^ 
ly sufficient to meet every demand upon the fund. 

The receipts of the internal improvement fund, during the fiscal 
year, including payments on the sale of rail roads, are $1,775,007 05 
Total expenditures, including state indebtedness can- 
celled, 1,549,398 67 
The following statement exhibits the condition of the internal im- 
provement debt, together with the payments made upon it during 
the fiscal year, with the addition of interest to January 1, 1847: 



Fire miltiimjaan bonder, paid in full, 

due January, 186^, W ,387,000 00 

Less received on sale of Central R. R., 914,000 00 

Balance full paid bonds outstanding, $473,000 00 
"Interest bonds" issued on $1,370,000 

.of above, $363,324 00 

Less received on sale of Central R. R., 272,360 40 

Balance interest bonds outstanding, 00,963 60 

Bonds issuable on the remaining $14,- 

000 of above, $3,712 80 

Less coupons received on sale of Cen- 
tral Rail Road and interest, as per act 
No. 73, of 1843, 1,326 00 



Balance am't of interest bonds issuable, 2,386 80 

Am't of principal received up to July, 
1841, on the $3,813,000 bonds, deliv- 
ered to the U. S. bank, $1,208,615 22 

Less received on sale Central R. R., 6,357 33 



$1,202,257 89 



In't on above to Jan. '47, $481,621 64 
Less coupons rec'd and 

int*st allowed on sale 

of Central R. Road, 2,354 56 



479,267 08 



1,681,524 97 



Rec'd from Morris Canal assets on ac- 
count of above $3,813,000 bonds, 
since July, 1841, 23,835 50 

Int't on above from rec't to Jan. 1, '47, 4,770 32 



26,605 8S 



Palmyra and Japkeonburgh Rail Roai 
stock, $m,000 00 



Carried forward, " $20,000 00$2,276,481 19 



Brought forward, $20,000 00$3j2T6,481 1^ 

Less rec'd on sale of Central R. R., 10,000 OO 

Balance, $10,000 00 

Interest on above stock 

to Jan. 1, 1847, $7,845 83 

Less coupons rec'd and 

int'st allowed on sale 

of Central R. Road, 3,867 51 



3,978 32 

13,^8 32 



Outstanding Int. Impt. warrants and interest, 460,992 35 

Do Land warrants, 14,T01 65 

Do Treasury notes and interest, 9,457 00 

Do University fund, for warrants received, 66,150 00 

Do State Building fund do do 10,890 48 

$2,842,650 99 

Making the balance due on debt outstanding, on the 30th No- 
vember, 1846, including interest to January 1st, 1847, $2,842,650 99 
The balance due on the sale of the Central and 

Southern Rail Roads, is 855,510 22 



Which deducted from the above mentioned indebt- 

edness, leaves total of internal improvement debt, $1,987,140 77 
The resources applicable to this fund, as estima- 
ted by the Auditor General, amount to 422,123 00 
The Clinton and Kalamazoo Canal may also properly be con- 
sidered as means applicable to this purpose. 

The total amount of internal improvement debt discharged by 
payments on the sale of the Central Rail Road, is $1,634,489 78. 
The sale of this road to the Central Rail Road Company, was 
perfected, a g reeably to the act authorizing the same, in September ^ 
lik^. In compliance with tKe provisions of the act of incorpora- 
tion, the said company paid ivip the treasury ia coupons and money 
for interest due in January and July, 1846,the sum of $105,000 00 
And upon iron contracts outstanding, and money 

to liquidate the same, 135,673 42 
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The Southern Rail Road Company has also completed the pur* 
chase of the Soathetn road, under its act of incorporation, and has 
paid into the treasury, the sum of $50,000. Of this sum $40,000 
has been received since the close of the fiscal year, and is therefore 
not included in the above statement of payments. 

The remaining liabilities of the State usually denominated the 
. contingent debt, consist of a loan of $100,000 instate bonds, to 
the D^troit'and Pontiac Rail Road Company ; the same amount 
to the University of Michigan ; and the deposftes in the treasury 
of the surplus revenue of the United States. For the payment of 
the iQan first mentioned, the Detroit and Pontiac Rail Road is 
pledged to the State, and proceedings for the collection qf the 
amount due are now pending in Chancery. The ample resources 
of the University fund are sufficient to meet the annual interest, 
and ultimately, the principal of the University loan, and a demand 
by the general government for the re-payment of the depoaites, is 
a remote contingency. The balance in &e treasury at the close of 
the fiscal year, was $78,561 00. 

In the above statement of the Internal Improvement debt, it will 
be perceived that the bond% amounting to $3,813,000, which were 
delivered to the United States bank, on special contract, and paid 
in part only, are elated at the amount actually received by the State 
up<»i them. By an act of the Legislatuje, approved Mai%fa 8, 1843, 
it was ^oposed, upon p. surrender of all the bonds of tbis class, to 
issue new bonds for the amount actually received^ after deducting 
a specified sum lor damages, vtritha pledge lor the punctual pay- 
ment of interest. These bonds, it is understood, have heretofin:^ 
be^ in deposite in Europe, under terms which have precluded 
their control by individuals for this purpose. A recent diatribution 
of them among die individual creditors of die United States bank, 
to whom they were pledged as security, has now obviated all diffi- 
culties of this nature. No occasion under existing larws on this sub- 
ject has been presented since my induction into the Executive office, 
to require an examination into the merits of any question as to the 
actual amount to be paid on this class of indebtedness. Whatever 
the principles of justice shall require, the holders will not &il to 
receive, and it is for the interest of all parties, that a finid ad- 



justment should be made« with as litde delay as possible. A moH- 
iication of the Jaw on this subject, extending the benefit of its pro* 
visions to the holders of any portion of the bonds in question, and 
reducing the amount to be deducted for damages, would seem to 
be required. 

Although no surrender has been made under the act last men- 
tioned, there have been received into the treasury, from the Central 
Rail Road Company, at the rates specified in their act of incorpora- 
tion, bonds of this class, amounting to $21,000. 

I cannot too strenuously urge upon your consideration, the duty 
of the State to provide for the speedy adjustment, and ultimate pay- 
ment of the Internal Improvement Debt. This indebtedness has for 
years embarrassed the treasury, retarded inunigratton, and discour- 
aged the enterprize of Michigan. The material reduction in the 
amount, effected under the legislative enactments of the last session, 
inspires new confidence in the power of the State to discharge all its 
outstanding obligations. It is not to be expected that this can be done 
without zealous efforts, or without a contribution from the means 
of our citizens. The sacrifice requirad to maintain the reputation 
and honor of the State, will, I am confident, be cheerfully made, 
and judicious legislation, having for its object the discharge of the 
public debt, will meet with a hearty response from the people. In 
addition to the punctual payment of interest, provision should be 
made, by setting apart the means for that purpose, for the gradual 
discharge of the principal. 

The nett earnings of the Central Rail Road, during the por- 
tion of the year while it wbs owned by the State, amounted 
to «104,933 86 

Of this sum there was paid on claims 

for iron, locomotives and construct- 

tion, $31,925 62 

Oash in hands of commissioner and 

due on mail contract, 8,008 24 • 

39,993 86 

The balance, being ^ * $65,000 00 

was paid into the treasury. Independent of the expenditures from 
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the earnings of the road, there wao paid foh* construction, in land war- 
rants, under an act of appropriation, the sum Of $31,008 09, and 
outstanding bonds for iron, to the amount of $113,500 16, were 
dischiarged by means received from the sale of the road. 

The nett earnings of the Southern Rail Road, during the year, 
have been $32,172 36. Of this sum $12,736 have been paid into 
the treasury. The expenditures for constiotction, not discharged 
from the earnings of the road, amount to $5,521 68. 

Under appropriations of 1845 and 1846, there has been expend- 
ed on the Clinton and Kalamazoo Canal, in land warrants, the sum 
of $6,796 06. The pdrtion of the Canal between Mt. Clemens 
and Utica, has been in use since the first of November last. It is 
estimated that an expenditure of $2,500 will put it in good navi- 
gable order to Rochester. 

There has also been expended during the year, in improving the 
navigation of the St. Joseph river, the sum of $4,367 86.* 

The sale of the two principal works of internal improvement, 
will produce an important change ia State affairs. Its effect is to 
relieve the State government from the construction of rail roads, 
and the management of a carrying business upon them. It ren- 
ders the business of the different departments less complicated, and 
prevents a most fruitful source of expensive legislation. It pre- 
cludes the employment and supervision of numerous agents, arti- 
zans and workmen, and simplifies the whole operations of govern- 
ment It discharges State indebtedness to the amotmt of two mil- 
lions, five hundred thousand dollars, yields a large annual revenue, 
and, by heavy expenditures among our citizens, in prosecuting the 
work to completion, secures the benefit of a most important chain 
of communication. 

It is not my purpose here to discuss the propriety or expediency 
of the legislation by whidi these results are produced. Time must 
test the wisdom of the measure. No important change in public 
policy, has, however, been demanded with more urgency, or sane* 
tioned with a more hearty approval by the people. 

The more we eontemplste the genius and design of a r^ublican 
government, the more, I think, we shall be led to deprecate the 
policy, a few years since so rile, of bringing within its core and su" 
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pervisioB, subjects foreign to its real design. The responsibilities^ 
profits and hazards of private business, should be left to mdividual 
enterprise. To avoid being governed too much, is one of the ob- 
jects of a representative form of government, and to secure the 
good of community in this regard, all authority in qiatters not im- 
mediately connected with the public weal, and indispensable to the 
welfare of the body poUtic, should be withheld. It is among the 
encouraging signs of the pres^it time, that the public mind is de- 
manding a more definite limitation to the powers and duties of gov- 
ernment, and a relinqnishment of all unnecessary interference with 
the free action of the individual citizen. 

In closing up the business pertaining to the works thus disposed 
of, and in mantaining charge of the canal, and other works of im- 
provement, upon which appropriations have been made, it will be 
necessary to retain the organization of a board of internal improve- 
ment. With the expiration of the term of the present acting com-* 
missioner in April next, it is believed that office may be abolished, 
and the duties be devolved, without expense, on some of the State 
officers. 

The change contemplated by the sale of the rail roads, by no 
taeaiA implies a relinquishment of the advantages of this kind of 
intercommunication throughout the state. The development of the 
resources of the comnionwealth, its abundant products, its mineral 
wealth, and the business relations, of an industrious and increasing 
population, will secure these advantages to the different portions 
of our territory. Under charters, properjy guarded in their provi- 
sions, a profitable investment of capital will be found in the con- 
struction of roads required by the business of the country. 

The total amount of money distributed among the several town- 
ships, durmg the year, for the suf^ort of primary schools, is $27,- 
926 72, brfng thirty-one cents to every dbild betwe^ the ages of 
four and eigihteen years^ and exceeding the amount of last year's 
distribution, by the sum of $6,812 72. The number of scholars in 
the state, between the ages last mentioned, is repotted at 97,668^ 
The whole number of children that have attended the common 
sehooli during the year is 77,807. This number is greater by 
7,037 than durii^ the preceding year. The number of volumes 



in the township libraries in the state, are, according to the returns, 
36,998. 

The laws on the subject of common schools, it is believed, are 
such, when faithfully executed, as generally to secure, in a manner 
highly satisfactory, the great interests of education. 

The chief obstacles to the realization of all the benefits of our 
noble school system, are found in the want of punctual attendence 
on the part of scholars, and deficiency in the qualifications of teach- 
ers. To correct the former, rests principally with parents and guar- 
dians. The latter is an evil, deplorable in its consequences, and dif- 
ficult of correction. Voluntary associations of teachers for mutual 
instruction, have given an earnest of much improvement in this re- 
spect. In several of the States Normal schools, having for their 
object the qualification of instructors for the great work of educa- 
tion, have been fostered by private munificence and legislative aid, 
and have been attended with the most beneficial results. Teach- 
ing, itself an art, is properly made a subject of instruction. The 
mission of the teacher demands high qualifications. As the object 
of his profession is of the greatest importance, so his employment 
should be considered most honorable, and his efforts be seconded 
by every friend of the rising generation. It is difficult to say what 
method, if any of apnblic character, should be adopted to raise 
the standard of excellence in this important department, but I can- 
not refrain from recommending it to your consideration as a sub- 
ject in which the interests of the public are deeply involved. 

The number of students in the University of Michigan, is seven- 
ty. The faculty consists of seven professors. By the assiduous 
labors of all connected with the several departments of instruction, 
the advantages pertaining to education in the higher departments 
of literature, the arts and the sciences, have been enjoyed to a de- 
gree highly creditable to the state, and useful to the community.'' 
The rare example of the principle of free schools applied to 
an institution of the highest order, is here presented. Without 
charge for tuition, every citizen of the State is entitled to the ben- 
efits of a liberal education. 

The nett proceeds of the University fund, applicable to the sup- 
port of the institution, have been, during the year, $7,993 02. 
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During the year ending on the last day of October, forty con- 
victs were received into the State Prison, thirty were discharged, 
three escaped and one died« The number remaining at the date 
last mentioned was one hundred and twenty-two. The foUowbg 
sums were received by the agent of the Prison during the year: 
From the State Treasury for support of convicts, $6,500 00 

From earnings of convicts on contracts, 6,523 65 

From other sources, 762 13 

Balance on hand last year, 215 80 

Total, $14,001 58 

The expenditures have been as follows: i 

For the support of convict department, 9,612 53 

Expenditures on buildings and in repairs, 4,385 86 

Total, $1 3,998 39 

In addition to the above mentioned sum of $6,500, there has 
been drawn from the State Treasury $5,006, for the salaries of the 
officers of the prison, making the total amount of payments from 
that source $11,506. Although no return is made to the treasury 
for this heavy draft, yet the improvements made by the increase of 
buildings and machinery may justly be considered as a credit to 
the amount of their value. The expenditures on the buildings 
have amounted to $4,385 86 

Estimated value of convict labor on same, 3,560 13 

Earnings of convicts on contracts, not yet received, 932 85 

Balance in hands of agent, 3 19 

Total, . $8,882 03 

Which deducted from the amount drawn from the treasury, leaves 
a balance of expenditures above all credits of $2,623 97. 

The quantity of land sold at the State Land Office, during the 
fiscal year, is reported as follows : 

7,682 13-100 acres primary schol lands, $39,077 70 

1,335 21-100 acres University lands, 16J254 52 

296 83-100 acres State Building lands, 2,778 76 

' 

Carried forward, $58,110 98 

, ». . . 
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Brought forward, $58,110 98 

41,01(> 18-100 acres Internal Improvement lands, in- 
cluding 6000 acres granted for Grand River bridge, 
in warrants, 43,762 76 

Asset lands, 4,642 68 

Total, $106,616 36 

The total amount received on sales of the last and previous years 
for all classes of lands, is $116,456 25, 

Agreeably to the direction of the legislature, as expressed in a 
'joint resolution relative to the selection of public land," approved 
in March last, J made selection for the State of 5,920 43-100 aci«s 
of land in the upper Peninsula* The choice was made with the 
best knowledge tha^ I could obtain as to the value of particular 
locations for mineral wealth, and notification of the selections was, 
during the same month, forwarded to the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office at Washington. Similar selections of Internal 
Improvement lands have heretofore received the confirmation of 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. In this instance 
such confirmation has not yet been announced. The unfinished 
state of the surveys in the Northern Peninsula, the unsettled policy 
of the government in reference to the mineral lands, and a change 
in the office of Commissioner, have probably been the occaiuon of 
delay in this matter. The question whether such confirmation be 
necessary to perfect the title of the State to lands selected accord- 
ing to the grant of Congress and the laws of this State, I do not 
deem it proper here to discuss, as I cannot doubt that the speedy 
action of the proper department will soon ^ve the usual sanction 
to the selections. Deducting the quantity of the above mentioned 
selections &om the unlocated portion of the 500,000 acre grant for 
internal improvement purposes, there remain to be located only 
1,575 16-100 acres. 

In the present state of legislation, the Salt Spring lands cannot 
be sold without authority given by act of Congress. A proper ap- 
plication for that purpose would probably secure consent of that 
body. 

In my last annual message, I called the attention of the legisla- 
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tare to the character of the leases, executed by the Secretary of 
War, of the mineral lands in this state, and to the injustice of the ' 
leasing system. The opinion then expressed that the leases were 
made without authority has since been sanctioned by the high- 
est functionaries of the General Government. It JIb of the ut- 
most importance to avoid in time the evils which must necessarily 
attend this unusual disposition of the public domain Anticipating 
the wrong which would thereby ^be entailed upon the state, without 
profit to the public treasury, and the embarrassments of conflict- 
ing interests which would necessarily arise between the state and 
the United States government, if the citizens of the former are to be 
the tenants of the latter, the protest of Michigan against the system 
has already been made by the Legislature. In the disposal of this 
portion of the public lands, it is believed that the true interests of 
the General government and of the state are identical. Sales in 
fee, at moderate prices, and to actual settlers, will best subserve 
the gtBueral welfare. It will invite a population of free holders, un- 
fold the resources of the country, enlarge the field of enterprize 
and profit, and strengthen the arm of the Government. 

A statute was passed at the last session of the legislature provi- 
ding for the organization of four counties in the mineral region, and 
establishing therein, as a Judicial district, a temporrary authority 
for certain purposes. This law is found imperfect in its provisions, 
and requires revision. The organization of townships within the 
territory seems indispensable, and the advantages of Judicial tribu- 
nals and civil officers should be extended to that portion of th^ 
state. By the present law the island known as Isle Royale is not 
comprised within the limits of any of the counties, neither are the 
contiguous waters of Lake Superior, which are within the bounds 
of the state, embraced within their jurisdictional limits. 

There are remaining during the present winter, in the mineral 
coui^try, according to information entitled to confidence, at least 
one thousand men, engaged principally in mining. The opera- 
tions of this character during the year, have confirmed the general 
confidence in the belief that the region in question is one of the 
richest in the world in valuable ores ; and it cannot be doubted that 
it will, at no distant day, become the theatre of extensive mining 
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operations, the source of much wealth, and the residence of a nu- 
merous population. These new interests, now rapidly increasing 
in a portion of the state but recently deemed remote and unimpor- 
tant, commend themselves to the guardian care of the legislature. 

The attention of the legislature has frequently been called to 
the importance of a communication around the Falls of Ste. Marie, 
between the lower laUes and Lake Superior. Expenditures in 
surveys and labor upon a canal for that purpose, were some years 
since made by this state, but further prosecution of the enterprize 
was prevented by authority of United States officers. Notwith- 
standing the national character of the work, Congress has hitherto 
neglected to appropriate money for its constmction. The increased 
and 'increasing business on Lake Superior now renders this com- 
munication almost indispensable, and I respectfully suggest the pro- 
priety, unless the speedy action of Congress should render it un- 
necessary, of committing its construction to an incorporated com- 
pany, with proper restrictions in its charter, andu reservation of the 
right, on equitable terms, to purchase the work for the public ben- 
efit. 

V The reports from the several departments of the government, 
will, in due time, be laid before you, by the proper officers, and to 
the statements and suggestions therein contained I respectfiiUy so- 
licit your attention. 

The reports of the Adjutant General and Quartermaster General 
are herewith transmitted. The whole number of enrolled militia in 
the state is reported to be 61,045. The neglect of the township of- 
ficers, upon whom is devolved by law, the duty of returning the 
names of persons liable to do military duty, has occasioned much 
embarrassment. A strict attention on their part to this duty, is in- 
dispensable under the present militia organization. In pursuance 
of the provision of the law of Congress, authorizing an annual dis* 
tribution of arms, the state has received her quota fi:>r the last year, 
amounting in value to the sum of $6,500. 

A communication from the war department of the United States, 
dated May 19th, 1846, was received by me, requiring the enrol- 
ment of a volunteer regiment, to be held in readiness for the ser- 
vice of the country, whenever demanded by the President. A call 
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lor this orgoniziitioii of volunteera, received a ready response from 
our patriotic fellow citizens, who, to a immber greater than re- 
quired, tendered themselves for this duty. No order has been re* 
ceived for mustering this regiment into service, but the alacrity 
with which our citizen soldiery have presented themselves as vol- 
unteers, gives full assurance of their readiness, in case of emergen- 
cy, to bear their part in sustaining the rights and honor' of the 
country in the ranks of the national army. 

No event could be the subject of more general regret, than the 
present hostile collision with the government of Mexico. Long 
years of peace have blessed our nation. The love of domestic 
quiet, and of peaceful pursuits, and a settled aversion to the policy 
of war, pervade almost every class in community. From its earli- 
est existence, our national government has cultivated amity with 
all nations, and a constant effort to avoid a resort to arms in the set- 
tlement of matters of difference, is apparent in the histoi*y of our 
foreign relations. Remonstrance has succeeded remonstrance, ne- 
gotiation has followed negotiation, and a spirit of concession and 
forbearance has ever been liberally exercised to avoid threatened 
hostilities. It is creditable to the spirit of the age, that the same 
just and humane sentiments, characterizing other civilized nations 
of the earth, have enabled us, almost uniformly, to maintain an hon- 
orable peace. 

With Mexico, a sister republic on the same continent, a frendly 
alliance is especially desirable. In reviewing the causes of the 
present war between the two nations, the same forbearance under 
provocations and indignities, and the same unremitted effotts to 
cultivate friendly relations, and to avoid hostilities, which have be- 
come the settled policy of our government, are apparent on our 
part. Hitherto in the contest, the most brilliant success has rested 
on the American arms, and valor has been rewarded with victory. 
While we rejoice over our national triumphs, shall we not devoutly 
hope that the renewed offers of peace, magnanimously tendered by 
our government, may secure an honorable adjustment of differen- 
ces, and again unite the two republics in the bonds of amity. 

At the commencement of the last session of the legislature, five 
banks only were in operation in this state. Since that time two of 



15 

tiiese, tbe Oakkiid Qaantj Bank, and the Bank of Rmr Raisin, 
have ceaaed to do busineoa. Proeeedings are now pending in 
chaneerjr baving.for their object the forfeiture of their chartered 
privileges, and the distribution of their effects among creditors. 
The failure of these two monied coi'porations, at a time of general 
business prosperity, has renewed the recollection of the disasters 
incident to the banking system* 

The State of Michigan has now fewer banks than at any former 
period, and it may safely be asserted that the legitimate business of 
the community has never been transacted on principles more safe 
and econpmioal, and with such uniform and certain profits, or with 
such weU^requited reliance upon skill, industry and economy, to the 
exclusion of hazardous speculation, as during the past season. In 
some of the States, an effort is being made to abolish the old sys- 
tem of banks, and to adopt another with different checks and secu- 
rities. That some of its evils may thereby be avoided, is beyond a 
doubt. In any event, however, it is believed that the people of the 
State prospered in their business transactions, and warned by the 
lessons of the past, desire no legislation calculated to increase the 
hazards of moneyed corporations. 

A law passed at the last session authorized the governor to ap- 
point some competent person to collate and arrange the materials 
and memoranda in the office of the late Geologist of the State, and 
appropriated $1,700 for continuing the surveys, and preparing and 
publishing a final geological report. From an examination of af- 
fairs at that office, I was satisfied that the task of preparing a final 
report would be one of much labor and expense, and I did not feel 
willing to commence again the geological explorations, unfortu- 
nately terminated by the death of the late Geologist, until some de- 
finite plan should be adopted, and the limit of the expenditures 
ascertained. Instead, therefore, of proceeding under the law 
above referred to, I have procured estimates to be made, by a per- 
son connected with tbe geological department, of the probable ex- 
pense of preparing and publishing a final report, from the materials 
now in the office, which I herewith transmit for your consideration. 
It will be seen thereby, that two years' labor of a competent per- 
son, already familiar with that department, will be required. For 
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the preparing and publishing of two thousand volumes, the total 
expense to the treasury is estamated at $3,560, not including the 
printing and binding. The expenses of these last, it is presumed, 
can, by an agreement with the publisher, be met out of the fint 
sales of the work. The importance of this publication cannot be 
doubted, but the embarrassed state of the treasury induces me, be- 
fore commencing unlimited expenditures, to lay the estimate of 
the whole work before you, for your consideration. 

The approaching expiration of the official term of one of the 
Senators from this State in Congress, will require the election of 
his successor, at the present session. 

The twelfth article of the Constitution also provides that the seat 
of government shall, at the present session, be permanently loca- 
ted by the legislature. 

In many instances where no constitutional provision rendera it 
necessary, the laws have conferred on the Governor, the appoint- 
ment of officers whose duties are local, and not immediately con- 
nected with the administration of State affairs. The want of personal 
knowledge on the part of the Executive, usually compels that offi- 
cer to rely on the recommendation of others, in regard to the qual-* 
ifications of applicants. Experience of the difficulty in making ju- 
dicious selections for these offices, and confidence in the wisdom of 
the people, induce me to believe that lan election by the voters, 
among whom the official duties are to be performed, would be pre- 
ferable to the present mode of appointment. While it would re- 
lieve the Executive from the exercise of a power, by no means to be 
coveted, it would secure the services of men equally honest and ca- 
pable, and would give better satisfaction to all. The appointment 
of all military officers, is, under the present law, also entrusted to 
the Governor. It would seem both just and politic, that in the se- 
lection of company officers, the recommendation of the company 
should be received, and in offices of a higher grade in the line, the 
selection should be committed to the commissioned officers associa- 
ted in the same command. 

Much of the time of the legislature, at the last session, was em- 
ployed in revising the general statutes of the State. The revision 



17 

then adi>pl»4> h as been publiahed, bat does not take eflTeet as a law 
until the first of Mareh next. lu a work o£ tbia charact^ f^ perfec- 
. tioa is not to be expecte4i nor can any human wisdom iyoid the 
necessity of occasional modifications and corrections, hi some 
portions of this revision, especially in the provisions relative, to the 
jttdiciuy, important changes have been introduced. An examina- 
tion of these provisions may suggest difficulties in their practical 
operatioi?^ which a due regard to the public welfare, may require 
to be anticipated by fiarther legislation. To secure the speedy and 
<:orrect decision of causes, without overtaxing the labors of the 
courts, to bring the expenses of the administration of justice with- 
in proper limits, and to maintain an Me and independent, judicia- 
ry, are objects of the highest importance. It is for the legislature 
to determine, whether or not, further legislation on the subject at 
be present time is necessary or expedient. Where no manifest 
objections to the provisions of the revision are apparent, good poli- 
cy would seem to require that it should be submitted to the test 
pf experience. Evils exhibited in its practical operation, can be 
remedied by future legislation. 

Excessive legislation, and frequent changes in the Statutes, ^ave 
heretofore been the subject of repeated and just complaints. Laws 
permanent in their character, and general in their application, af- 
ford the best guaranty to the rights of individuals, and the welfare 
of the State. The numerous applications for special legislation, 
intended to subserve local interests, or to give special exemptio n 
or privileges to individuals or associations, should be entertained 
witii caution. Wherever the general laws of the State afibrd a 
remedy, special legislation should, in my opinion;, be refused, and 
the parties be remitted to the proper tiibunal. If this rule were 
carefully observed, much injustice to absent parties, would be avoi- 
ded, and the length and expenses of legislative sessions be curtailed. 

The position of our peninsular State, nearly encompassed by the 
waters of the great lakes, naturally excites among our citizens a live- 
ly interesk; in the improvement of lake navigation. We look to the 
broad waters of these inland seas, with feeling similar to those with 
which the residents of tiie eastern States of the Union regard the wa- 
sters of the Atlantic. They set the limits to our territory. Their waves, 
3 
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ftre plowed byoaryeflBebaiidsteaiiienybeiiniigdieprodiictsofoar 
soil and our industry, to distant markets, of wMcb, as ascertained 
firom competent authority, an amount in Talae exceeding ^^ve mil- 
fions of dollars, bas been exported during tbe past season. Tbey 
divide our State from the territory of a powerful fi>reign nation, 
wbose navigation commingles witb our own. As tbe great th<»ougb» 
&re between tbe East and tbe West, we commit to tbem oinr Byes 
and our property. For tbe want of safe and convenient barbora 
and road-steads, perils attend on every enterprise connected with 
tbe business of tbe lakes. Every season swells tbe catalogue of 
lives tbat are lost, and of property destroyed. 

Tbe repeated applications to Congress, by tbe legislature of tbis 
State, and its Congressional delegates, for tbe improvement of die 
barbors along our borders, sbow that we have always regarded this 
as a subject worthy the attention of the general government. These 
improvements are national in their character. The great interests 
connected with the business of the lakes extend to the whole north- 
ern portion of the Union. They are connected with the industry and 
the enterprise of tbe present and future population of a territory rich 
in every natural resource, and exceeding kingdoms in extent. As 
the frontier of our common country, tbe duty of affording the 
means of safety and protection to our navy, upon their waters, ap- 
pears to me to be evident. 

Unembarrassed by connection with otber objects less meritorious 
or clearly objectionable, let us hope that these important interests 
will, at an early day, secure the necessary appropriations. Wilb 
the advantages which would thus be shared by our State, and witb 
the benefits of the markets of the world, now comparatively free, 
increased prosperity must, under tbe smiles of Providence, attend 
upon tbe Commonwealth. 

ALPHEUS PELCH. 



Executive Ofpice, 
DttraU, Jamuary 4, 1847 
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Annual Report of the State Treasurer. 

^ATE Treasurer's OprrcE, > 
Detroit^ December Ik, 1846. ) 

To the Legielature qf the State of Michigan : 

The statettientB herewith submitted show the receipts and dis« 
burseraeots to and from the treasury during the past fiscal year; 
the condition of the various funds, and the balance on hand at its 
close, November 30th, 1846, as exhibited by the books of this office. 
The balance in the treasury at the close of the fiscal 

year, 1846, is $78,561 00 

In State Scrip, (treasury notes,) $17,543 00 

Deposit in Phoenix Bank, N. Y., 23,317 48 

40,860 48 

Leaving a balance on hand of $37,701 52 

in current bank bills and coin. The Auditor General reports as 
outstanding $11,641 02 of general fund warrants ; of this amount 
$5,371 99 were issued on account of " Michigan State Bank As- 
sets;" apart of them are payable in February, 1848, the balance 
in 1849 ; the warrants were drawn on interest. The deposite in 
the Phoenix Bank, N. Y., was received from the purchasers of the 
Central Rail Road, as a portion of the first instalment, and was re- 
mitted for the purpose of taking up the remaining coupons due in 
1846 on certain State bonds named in the law, and provided for by 
the sale of the road. 

During the past fiscal year, $45,000 of State Scrip have been 
cancelled and burned ; deducting the amount now in the treasury, 
villi leave $7,457 00 outstanding, a large portion of which is bear- 
ing interest and withdrawn from circulation. 

The company incorporated for the purchase of the Central Rail 
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Road baviiig du^ organized under the law, and paid into the treas- 
ury the first instalment, were placed in possession of the ro^d the 
24th of September last They have since made other payments^ 
amounting in all to $1,634,489 78, leaving a balance of $365,- 
510 22 stiU due the state. The different kinds of ''state indebted- 
ness" paid by the company, and the time of payment, is shown by 
the report of the Auditor General. 

On the 22d of October last the incorporators for the purchase of 
the Southern Rail Road paid $10,000 00 in internal improvement 
fund warrants into the treasury, being the first instalment; on the 
payment of. the second instalment of $40,000 00, which becomes 
due the 23d inst, they vtdll be entitled to possession of the road. 

The specific state tax of one half of one per cent, on the capi- 
tal stock of banks, hafl been promptly paid for the past year by all 
the banks now doing business in the state. 

Contracts have been made for doing the state printing and bind- 
ing for the fiscal year, 1847, at reduced prices from those of pre- 
vious years. 

GEO. B. COOPER, 
State Trea8urer, 
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4iSfi92 81 



159,011 



Treasurer of ISkhigtm in 

DR. 

To bal. in treasuiy 

Nov. 30, 1845, 
To receipts on acc't 

of general fund, 
Do int. impt fund, 1,771,168 
Do primaiy sch'l do 20,226 
Do do int. do 

Do redemption acc't, 
Do state build'g fu'd, 
Do university lund, 
Do do int. do 



accawU with State of Michigan. 



23,067 

33,433 

4,994 

9,375 

•13,993 



77 
24 
43 
42 
11 
33 
86 
02 



$2,054,162 99 



CR. 



By amount paid on 

acc't of conting't 

fund. 
Do general fund. 
Do int. impt. do 
Do primary school 

int. fund, 
Do redempt'n acc't 
Do st'te build, fn'd 
Do university in. fund 10,887 35 
By treasury notes 

burned, 45,000 00 

By bal. in treasury 

Nov. 30, 1846, 78,561 00 



$467 59 

159,103 02 

1,704,523 95 

28,105 12 

27,514 00 

96 



$2,054,162 99 



LE6ER BALANCES ON STATE TREASURER'S BOOKS NoV. 30, 1846. 



Cash, 

Int. impt. fund, 



$78,561 00 
210,347 66 



$288,908 66 



Contingent fond. 
General fund. 
Primary S. ifund, 

Do S.int.fu'd 
Redemption acc't. 
State building fund 
Treasury notes, 
University fiind, 
Univ. int. fund. 



$1,855 28 

.74,212 78 

92,053 63 

2,981 49 

10,733 96 

10,890 48 

25,000 00 

66,150 00 

5,031 04 

$288,908 66 



Statement showing the condition of ike variom Jwids on Treasurer's 

Books, 

CONTINGENT FUND. 

CR. 



DR. 

To war'ts paid du- 
ring fiscal year, 
Balance, 



$467 59 
1,855 28 



$2,322 87 



By balance Nov. 

30, 1845. 
" transfer from 
General Fund, 



$1,522 87 

800 00 

$2,322 87 



By bal.Nov.30, '46, $1,855 28 
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DR. 

To tranafer to Pri- 
mary School In- 
terest Fund, 

To transfer to Con- 
tingent Fund, 

To transfer to Re- 
demption acc't, 

To warrants paid 
during fiscal y'r, 

Balance, 



GENERAL FUND. 



*4,895 70 

800 00 

43 53 

159,103 02 
74,212 78 



$239,055 03 



By balance Nov. 

30, 1845, 
By receipts during 

fiscal year, 
To transfer from 

Rede'pt'n acc't, 



DR. 



Bybal.Nov.30. '46, 

PRIMARY SCHOOL FUND. 

By balance Nov. 

30, 1845, ^ 
By receipts during 

fiscal year, 

Bal.Nov.30, 1846, 

DR, PRIMARY SCHOOL INTEREST FUND. 

To warrants paid By balance Nov. 

during fiscal y'r, $28,105 12 30, 1845, 
Balance, 2,981 49 By transfer from 

General Fund, 
By receipts during 
fiscal year, 



$31,086 61 



DR. 

To transfer to 
G-eneral Fund, 

To warrants paid 
during fiscal y'r, 

Balance, 



By bal.Nov.30 '46, 

REDEMPTION ACCOUNT. 

By balance Nov. 

30, 1845, 
By transfer from 

General Fund, 
By receipts during 

fiscal year, 



$339 98 

27,514 00 
10,733 96 



$38,587 94 



CR. 

$79,703 28 

159,011 77 

339 98 



$ 239,055 03 

$74,212 78 
CR. 

$71,827 20 

20,226 43 

$92,053 63 
CR. 

$3,123 49 

4,895 70 

23,067 42 

$31,086 61 

$2,981 49 
CR. 

$5,111 30 

43 53 

33,433 11 

$38,587 94 



By bRl.No.30, '46, $10,733 96 
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DR. 

To warrant paid 
diuing fiscal y'r, 
Balance, 



STATE BUILDING FUND. 

By balance Nov. 

30, 1845, 
By receipts during 

fiscal year, 



96 
10,890 48 



910,891 44 



[No. 1. 
CR. 

$5,897 11 

4,994 33 

<10,891 44 



DR. 

To am't burned du- 
ring fiscal year, $45,000 00 
Balance, 25,000 00 



Bybal.Nov.30, '46, $10,890 48 

TREASUBY NOTES. CR. 

By balance Nov. 



$70,000 00 



30,1845, 



DR. 



I By bal.Nov.30, '46, 

UNIVERSITY FUND. 

By balance Nov. 

30, 1845, 
By receipts during 

fiscal year, 



$70,000 00 

$70,000 00 

$25,000 00 
CR. 

$56,774 14 
9,375 86 



DR. 

* 

To warrants paid 

duringfiscal y'r, $10,887 35 
Balance, 5,031 04 



Balance Nov. 30, '46, $66,150 00 

UNIVERSITY INTEREST FUND. CR. 

By balance Nov. 



$15,918 39 



30, 1845, $1,925 37 

Ry transfer from 

Sinking Fund, 3,838 81 

By receipts during 

fiscal year, 10,154 21 

$15«918 39 



DR. 



By bal.Nov.30, '46, $5,031 04 

INTERNAL IMPRq^EMENT FUND. CR. 



To balance Nov. 

30, 1845, $276,991 95 

To warrants paid 

duringfiscaly'r, 1,703,232 04 
To Trea'ynote int. 

p'd du'g fis'l y'r, 1,291 91 



$1,981,515 90 



By receipts during 

fiscal year, $1,697,271 05 
By transfer from 

Sinking Fund, 73,897 19 

Balance, 210,347 66 



$1,981,515 90 



By bal.Nov.30, '46, $210,347 66 
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Annual Report of the Auditor General. 

Auditor General's Office, ) 
Detroit, Dec. 1, 1846. ) 

To the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

In compliance with the requirements of law, I respectfully, sub - 
bmit the following 

REPORT : 

The condition of the General Fund during the past year is exhi* 

ited as follows : 

Receipts and Eaypenditures of the General Fund from December IH, 

1845, to November 30, 1846 ; 

RECEIPTS. 

Delinquent taxes received at state 

treasury, $48,344 38 

Delinquent tax interest received do do 4,586 26 

Delinquent tax charges received do do 6,217 89 

$59,148 .53 

Cash from sundry counties on account, 27,894 95 

Rec'd. for redemption of lands bid off 

to the state, 25,122 42 

Rec'd from purchasers of state bids, 1,533 30 

Proceeds of lands sold for taxes of 1844 , 

in Oct., 1846, $38,280 55 

Expenses of sales received at treasury, 1,124 02 

39,404 57 



Carried forward, ' $153,103 77 

1 
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Brought forward, , $153,103 77 

Proceeds of state tax lands sold in au- 
ditor general's office, 2,466 16 
Charges on state tax land deeds, 144 97 

Bank specific taxes, 

Tax on Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad, 
and auction duties. 

Brokers Ucenses, 

Pedlars licenses. 

Received from W. N. Mac Leod, over- 
paid him as member of H. R., 1845, 5 00 

Received from C. Gillespie, escheated 

land, 50 00 



2,611 


13 


1,680 


94 


1,500 


91 


150 


00 


250 


00 



Total receipts, $159,351 75 

Add on hand Nov. 30, 1845, 68,345 61 



Payments Jrom General Fimd in 1846. 

LEGISLATIVE EXPENSES. 

Legislature of 1846, pay of members, 

&c. $37,192 05 

Legislative printing and publishing laws 

1846, 10,445 83 

Printing paper, 4,106 87 

Distribution of laws, 37 13 

Appropriations to sundry persons, 1843, 50 

do do do 1846, 10,298 89 

State library, 51 00 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Salary of governor, $1,500 00 

do secretary of state, 1,000 00 

do treasurer, 782 88 

do auditor general, 978 08 

do commissioner of land office, 1,055 77 



$227,697 36 



$02,132 87 



Carried forward, $5,316 73 $62,132 27 



rm 
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Brought forward, $5,316 73 

Salary of recorder of land oiBce, 397 40 

do superintendent of pub. instruction, 500 00 



do adjutant general, - 

do clerks to auditor and treasurer, 

do clerk to secretary of state, 

do clerks in land office. 
Stationery for public offices, 
Postage for public offices. 
Furniture for public offices. 



300 00 
2,600 00 
500 00 
1,000 00 
577 59 
369 46 
104 72 



Expenses of Judiciary > 
E. Ransom, Chief Justice, 

C. W. Whipple, Associate Justice, 

A. Felch, do do 

D. Goodwin, do do 
W. Wing, do do 

B. F. H. Witberell, 
Chancellor, (1 year and 2 months,) 
Attorney General, 
Reporter Supreme Court, 
Expenses do do 

do Court of Chancery, 

Reports of Supreme Court, vol. 1, 

Geological Stirvey, 

State Geologist's salary, ) 
Do Topographer's do, ) 
Balances to the expiration of their term. 

Maps, 

Engraving, 

Revised Statutes of 1846. 
Commissioner to superintend publication, 

salary, clerks and expenses, $1,602 28 

Paper and printing, 2,847 25 

Carried forward. 



iary. 




«7 

$1,600 00 


1,500 


00 


250 


00 


1,500 


00 


1,500 


00 


1,000 


00 


1,750 


00 


800 


00 


500 


00 


171 


57 


274 


65 


393 


48 


$286 


13 


133 


34 


59 


48 


40 


92 



[Na2. 
$62,132 27 



11,665 90 



11,239 70 



519 87 



4,449 53 



,007 27 
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Brought forward, $90,007 27 

Expenses of State Prison, 12,038 03^ 

Paid to Counties, Eccpenses of Sales, Sfc. 
Amount paid ^ to counties, $24,873 60 

Refunded on sales cancelled and. pay- 



ments in error, 


1,681 54 


, 


. Charges refunded. 


4 89 




do do state tax land deeds. 


1 00 




Refunded to purchasers of state bids, 


574 81 


• 


Surplus refunded to owners. 


221 56 




Expense of sales, 


13,036 44 


■ 


r 

State tax lands refunded on sales. 


1,610 60 




Expense of collecting specific state tax. 


25 00 




Interest delinquent tax bonds, . 


2,018 35 


44,047 79 


Miscellaneous. 




Mark Cannon, appropriation. Act 84, of 
1845, 


$300 00 




Fugitives from justice. 


100 65 




Witness fees, "case of Geo. Morell," 


6 12 




Interest on general fund warrants, 


770 56 




Coroners* fees. 


127 53 




/ Bounty on wolves, 


1,050 00 


• 


Redemption of delinquent tax bonds. 


4,815 00 




Brigade inspectors. 


16 00 




Interest, general fund and penitentiary 






bonds. 


5,781 60 




Toledo war. 


70 06 




District canvass. 


291 54 




Refanded for redemption, erroneously 


\ 




made. 


7 75 




Interest on amount to credit of primaiy 






school fund, per Act No, 114, 1845, 


4,895 70 




Transfer to contingent fund, per Act No. 






156 of 1846, 


800 00 


$19,032 61 
$165,125 60 
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Total amount of receipts aud credits, $227,697 ZB 

Total amount of payments, 165,125 60 



Balance on hand, $62,571 76 

Of which this amount was transferred in 1845 from 

other funds, and is unavailable, 31,022 16 



Leaving available balancQ to the credit of the gene* 

ral fund, Nov. 30, 1846, $31,549 60 

It will be seen on comparison that the receipts to the credit of 
the general fund during the past fiscal year, exceed the receipts 
proper for the previous year, by $27,656 12, and the expenditures 
are more this year than the last, by $1,249 03. It will also be ob- ^ 
served that the expenses of the legislature of 1846, including prin- 
ting and the special appropriations, exceed the aggregate of the 
same items for the legislature of 1845, by about $23,000 ; and that 
other extraordinary demands on the treasury have been paid. 

The available balance, after deducting transfers as above men- 
tioned, to the credit of the said fund Nov. 30,1845, was $37,32^ 45; 
the nett balance on hand Nov. 30, 1846, is $31,549 60. The re- 
' ceipts during the past year have therefore been equal to the pay- 
ments for the same time, less, $5,773 85 only. 

It is nevertheless hazardous to rely on the cuiTent receipts to 
this fund during the year, with so small a balance on hand, for a 
sufficiency to meet the payment of all the legitimate liabilities 
against it during that time ; as the receipts must be always fluctua- 
ting and precarious, while the liabilities are comparatively certain 
and imperative. For it will be recollected, that the expenses of 
the state government are incurred, and become a liability against 
that fund, a year or more previous to the reception into the state 
treasury of the revenue raised for their payment, and it would 
therefore seem necessary, at least prudent, to commence the fiscal 
year with a larger balance on hand, to ensure the prompt and just 
payment of all legal demands against the tund. For, if the treas- 
ury has not the ability to do this, no alternative oflfers but to issue 
warrants bearing interest, and it would seem that the fact that we 
have paid, and owe for interest upon general fund warrants issued 
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within the last four years, a sum amounting to $7000, might serve 
to admonish us against the adopticoi or continuance of a course so 
unprofitable. 

An estimate of the probable receipts and expenditures of the 
general fund for the next fiscal year is subjoined. The difficulty of 
preparing such an estimate with accuracy will be perceived, when 
it is understood that the amount of receipts must be necessarily 
conjectural, and the liabilities, although comparatively certain, are 
yet by no means definite or fixed. 

Considering however, the present condition of the fund, and the 
apparent necessity for such a calculation, for the purpose of ap- 
proximating at least to some knowledge of the probable result of 
the financial operations of the department for the next year, I have 
with much care prepared such estimate upon as reliable and appro- 
priate data as the past business of this office afibrds. The length 
of the session of the legislature is computed at sixty days. 



Estimated Receipts and Expenditures of the General Ftmdjbr the year 

1847. , 

RECEIPTS. 

Available balance on hand to credit of general fund 

Nov. SO, 1846, $31,549 60 
Specific taxes, licenses, &c., 2,500 00 
Redemptions and sales of state tax lands, 35,000 00 
Proceeds of lands sold for taxes of 1845, after de- 
ducting expenses of sales, 23,000 00 
Receipts for ijelinquent taxes, interest and charges, 55,000 00 
do from counties on account of state tax, 25,000 00 



$172,049 60 



EXPENDITURES. 

Interest on general fiind and penitentia- 
ry bonds for 1847, $9,600 00 
Legislature of 1847, including printing, 

* 

publishing laws, &c., 26,000 00 

Printing Revised Statutes of 1846, 7,500 00 



Carried forward, $43,100 00 $172,049 60 
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Brought forward, $43,100 00 tl72,049 60 
Estimated appropriations, special, 10,000 00 
Salaries of public officers and clerks, sta- 
tionery, postage and printing for offi- 
ces, &c., 24,000 00 
Expenses of state prison, 12,000 00 

Delinquent tax, surplus and redemption 

money due individuals, 16 485 60 

Due school fund for interest, 6,443 75 

Due counties, 14,634 50 

Outstanding general fund war- 
rants, $11,641 02 

Outstanding delinquent tax 

bonds, 435 00 

Interest on tax bonds and war- 
rants, 1,300 00 

13,376 02 

Wolf bounties, 1,000 00 141,089 87 



Estimated balance to the credit of the general fund, 

Nov. 30, 1847, , $31,009 73 

DEBT OF TllE STATE. 
The debt and- resources of the general fund and internal improve- 
ment fund, were, by my predecessor, very fully exhibited in his re- 
port of last year, as of that time, but the items oh both sides having 
been considerably altered since, I therefore submit a statement of 
the whole debt of the State, as it now exists, and of the resources 
legally appropriated, and presently or ultimately available for its 

payment. W 

General Fund Debt. 

General fund, stock due May, 1856, $100,000 00 

Penitentiary do do January, 1859, 20,000 00 

do do do January, 1860, 40,000 00 

Outstatiding delinquent tax bonds, $435 00 

do general fund warrants, 11,641 02 

' Estimated interest on above bonds and 

warrants to Nov. 30, 1846, 1,300 00 

13,376 02 



Canied forward, $173,376 02 
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Brought forward* $173,376 02 
Interest due on general fund bonds held 

by the U. S. to Nov. 1846, 15,360 00 
Delinquent tax surplus and redemption 

money due individuals, 16,485 60 

Due primary school fund Nov. 30, 1846, 92,053 63 

Due sundry counties, balance, 14,634 50 

Total debt of general fund, Nov. 30, 1846, $31 1,909 75 

Resources of the General Fund, 
Available balance to credit of general fund, 

Nov. 30, 1846, $31,549 60 

Unsold state tax lands and interest to Nov. 

30, 1846, $10,374 46 

Lands unredeemed and sold state for tax- 
es of 1841, 1842, 1843 and 1844, and 
withheld for 1843 and 1844, as per 
statement marked A, 84,891 35 



95,265 81 



Amount of unpaid taxes of 1845, and in- 
terest from Feb. 1, to Nov* 30, 1846, 
statement marked B, 65,063 66 

72 sections salt spring lands at $4 per 
acre, as provided by revised statutes of 
1846, 184,320 00 

Claim against the U. S. as per joint reso- 
lution No. 13, of 1840, and interest to 
Nov. 30, ]f|(6, ' 13,075 94 

$389,275 01 



Total resources of the general fund, besides annual specific tax 
on Central and Southern Railroad Companies, say $12,500; the 
regular annual state tax, and the value of the State Prison build- 
ings, machinery, grounds, &c. 

The proceeds of the salt spring lands have always heretofore 
been reckoned among the resources of the internal improvement 
fund; but the revised statutes of 1846 appropriates them to the 
general fund whenever they may be brought into market and sold. 
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An opportunity is here afforded to remark, that these lands cannot 
be sold by the state until permitted by act of Congress ; and it is 
now very certain, I think, that no permission of the kind will be 
obtained until some decided and efficient measures are taken on 
our part to accomplish the object. 

There certainly can be no good policy to allow these lands to 
remain unoccupied and unproductive, when a large portion of them 
on account of their fine quality and eligible situation would meet a 
ready sale; when their settlement would be greatly advantageous 
to their respective neighborhoods, said when the treasury needs 
the proceeds to be derived from their sale. 

Sale of the Central and S(mthern Rail Roads, 

On the 23rd day of September last, the persons incorporated as 
the Michigan Central Rail Road Company, by the Act No. 42, of 
1846, which also provides for the sale of the Central Rail Road, — 
in accordance with the teims of that act consummated the pur- 
chase of the said Rail Road, by paying into the state treasury the 
amount and kind of funds prescribed in the said act as the first 
payment. On the 15th November last they made another payment 
on account of the sale of the said road, consisting of the evidences 
of state indebtedness authorized by the said act to be received, the 
total of which payments amount to $1,634,489 78, leaving the bal- 
ance unpaid on the purchase of that road, $365,510 22. 

Statement marked C will exhibit in detail, the description and 
amount of the several items of state indebtedness or other funds 
paid into the treasury on account of the sale of said rpad. 

The Southern Rail Road Company, incorporated by the Act 
No. 113 of 1846, paid into the state treasury, on the 22d day of 
October last, the sum of ten thousand dollars, as required by the 
said act ; the whole of which consisted of internal improvement 
warrants. 

As will be seen by the said statement annexed, the payment of 
the $105,000 required by the second section of the act, No. 42 
aforesaid, was made chiefly in the coupons due January and July, 
1846, of the full paid five million loan bonds, and of the bonds is- 
sued for interest thereon, and the balance in cash, which balance 

2 
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was about sufficient to meet the remainder of the outstanding cou- 
pons due for the year 1846, as above. 

For the payment of the said coupons, which fell due in Januaiy, 
1846, it is known that toy predecessor, in pursuance of the provi- 
sions of the act No. 73 of 1843, issued his official circular to the 
authorities of the several counties, notifying them of their quota of 
tax required to be raised in their respective counties. 

A similar notice of the amount to be levied for the payment of 
the said coupons which fell due in July last, was by the said act 
also directed to be given, but as the tax could not be legally asses- 
sed until October, and the said company, if they determined to 
purchase the said road, being required to make the prescribed pay- 
ments within the month of September, I perceived no great object- 
ion to delay the issue of such circular ; more especially, as the ex- 
isting circumstances warranted the belief that the sale of the road 
in accordance with the law, would certainly be effected. No no- 
tice for the interest due in July last was therefore given ; but im- 
mediately after the first payment made by the Central Rail Road 
Company, as aforesaid, I addressed a circular letter to the respect- 
ive boards of supervisors in the several counties, notifying them of 
the said payment by the said company, and that on account thereof 
the necessity to assess the tax for the payment of the January cou- 
pons, as directed by the circular of my predecessor did not there- 
fore exist, and officially withdrew or countermanded the direction 
therein contained. 

The balance unpaid on the sale of the Southern Rail Road, is 
$490,000, which added to that yet due from the Central Rail Road 
Company, viz : $365,510 22, makes the total unpaid balance on the 
sale of both roads, $855^510 22. 

Internal Improvetrvent Fund, 

The receipts and expenditures of this fund during the year, are 
as follows : 

RECEIPTS. 

Internal improvement lands sold, $45,047 87 

Payments on account of sale of Cen. R. Road, 1,634,489 78 

Do do do South'n R. Road, 10,000 99 



Carried forward, $1,689,538 64 
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Brought forward, $1,689,538 64 

Tolls of Central RaU Road, 65,000 00 

Do South'n ^ do 12,736 00 

From trustees of state assets, 7,608 73 
On account sale of machinery, &c., of Grand River 

salt springs, 123 68 

$1,775,007 05 

EXPENDITURES. 

Warrants issued on acc't of Central R. R., $145,027 70 



Do 


do 


do 


Soutb'n do inclu- 
ding Tecumseh Br'ch, 


21,820 62 


Do 


do 


do 


Clinton andKal. Canal, 


7,462 71 


Do 


do 


do 


improvem't St. Jo. river, 


4,367 86 


Do 


do 


do 


do " Flint do 


299 00 



Amount of bonds issued on account of five million 
loan, being amount received in part payment of 
Central R. R. & not hitherto charged this fund, 1,202 717 73 
Interest on five million loan and other bonds, be- 
ing amount allowed on payment of C. R. Road, 108,193 32 
Do on Det. and Pontiac R. R. bonds, do do 15,600 00 
Do on Int. Imp. fund warrants cancelled, 34,911 50 
Do on Palmyra and Jacksonb'g R. R. stock allow- 
ed on payment C. R. Road, 3,867 51 
Do on treasury notes, 1,291 91 
Do on debt to the university fund, 3,838 81 

,549,398 67 



Receipts and Disbursements upon tJie Central^and Southern Rail Roads, 

Central Rail Road. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance in hands of Commissioner, Dec. 1, 1845, $1,074 75 

Receipts during the past year, 239,663 73 



Carried forward, $240,738 48 
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Brought forward, $240,738 48 

!thi8 amount audited and allowed, as per voucher, 
to O. C. Comstock, Jr., Commissioner, but after- 
wards paid over by him to his successor, J. F. Por- 
ter, and by him deposited in the state treasury to 
the credit of the sinking fund, 10,000 00 

$250,738 48 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

As per vouchers audited and allldwed, $180,230 24 
Paid by Commissioner into state treasu- 
ry to the credit of the sinking fund, 65,000 00 

245,230 24 

Balance remaining in hands of Commis- 
sioner Nov. 30, 1846, $5,508 24 

Southern Rail Road. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance in hands of SUperintend't Dec. 1, 1845, $267 05 

Receipts during the past year, 88,127 25 



$88,394 30 



DISBURSEMENTS. 

As per vouchers audited and allowed, $66,947 52 
Paid by Superintend't into the state trea- 
sury to the credit of the sinking fund, 12,736 00 



79,683 52 



Balance remain*gin hands of Sup't, Nov. 30, 1846, $8,710 78 



Internal Improvement Debt, 
After making appropriate deductions of the payments on account 
of the sale of the Central and Southern Rail Roads, the balance of 
the State indebtedness for internal improvement purposes, with the 
interest computed to the 1st January, 1847, may be stated as fol- 
lows : 
Outstanding " five million loan bonds," paid in full, 

due Jan. 1863, $473,000 00 



Carried forward, $473,000 00 
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Brought forward, $473,000 00 

Outstanding " interest bonds," isssued on above, due 

Jan. 1850, 90,963 60 

Bonds issuable for interest on first mentioned bonds, 2,386 80 
* Amount of principal actually rec*d up 
to July, 1841, on the $3,813,000 
bonds delivered to the U. S. Bank, $1,208,615 22 
Less rec'd in payment of Central Rail 
Road, 6,357 33 



$1,202,257 89 

Interest on above to Janu- 
ary 1, 1847, $481,621 64 

Less coupons rec'd and in- 
terest allowed on bonds 
rec*d onac't sale of Cen- 
tral Rail Road, as above 
mentioned, 2,354 56 



479,267 08 



1,681,524 97 



Rec'd from Morris Canal assets on ac- 
count of above $3,813,000 of bonds, 
since July, 1841, $23,835 50 

Interest on above from receipt to Jan- 
uary 1, 1847, 4,770 32 

Palmyra and Jacksonburg Rail Road 

Stock outstanding, $10,000 00 

Interest on above stock to Jan. 1, 1847, 

after deducting coupons rec^d and 

interest allowed, on payment acc't of 

sale of Central Rail Road, 3,978 32 



28,605 82 



13,978 32 



Carried forward, $2,290,459 51 



* From a statement made pursuant to the provisions of the Act No. 60 of 1842, by which the 
principal actually received, and the proper amount of interest due thereon to July, 1841, was 
ascertained ; but no deduction for damages on unpaid instalments is made. 
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Brought forward, ' $2,890,459 51 

Outstanding internal improv't warrants, $360,793 88 
Estimated interest on above to Jan. 1, 

1847, 90,198 47 



Outstanding treasuiy notes, $7,457 00 

Estimated interest on do. to Jan. 1, 1847, 2,000 00 



450,992 35 



9,457 00 

Outstanding land warrants, 14,701 65 

Due university fund, for warrants, scrip, &c. rec'd, 66,150 00 

Due state building fund, do do do 10,890 48 

Total, $2,842,650 99 

The unpaid balances on the sale of the Central and 
Southern Railroads, although not due, are bearing 
interest. They may therefore be considered as 
presently available, and deducted from the above, 855,510 22 



The actual Internal Improvement debt including in- 
terest to January 1st, 1847, will then be $1,987,140 77 
Of which the debt to the State Building Fund and 

for outstanding Land Warrants amounting to $25,592 13 
does not bear interest. 

Supposing then that the balances to be paid by the said compa^ 
nies will be received in the legitimate and adjusted indebtedness 
of the state, the annual interest on the nett balance then remain- 
ing, were it all funded, would, at 6 per cent on a part of it and 7 
per cent on the remainder, amount to about $120,000. 

Internal Improvement Resources. 
Unsold Internal 'Improvement lands 244,661 acres, 

at $1 25 $305,826 

Balance of half million acres, (to be selected) 7,495 

acres at 10 per acre, 74,950 

Unsold asset lands at State Land Office, 23,347 

Other assets rec'd in payment of debts due the State, 5,000 

State Building, warehouse &c., in Detroit, 13,000 

» 

Total resources applicable to the payment of the In- 
ternal Improvement debt, $422,123 
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The "resburces" above enumerated cannot of course be made 
available at once, but they will certainly be the means of gradual- 
ly absorbing a considerable portion of the floating debt, and al- 
though by the provisions of the Revised Statutes of 1846, the pro- 
ceeds of the Salt Spring Lands, whenever they shall be brought 
into market and sold, are payable into the General Fund, there is 
but little doubt, I think, that when that period arrives and they are 
found to yield revenue of consequence, that they will then by law 
constitute an additional item of resource in the payment of the In- 
ternal Improvement debt. Of the value of the selections made in 
the copper region of Lake Superior, even were they confirmed to 
the State, it would be difficult now to speak, with any degree of 
certainty. And as no official notice of their approval by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury has yet been received, no other estimate 
than the one made in anticipation by my predecessor the last year, 
will now be made. 

The balance of our entire State debt being ascertained, justice 
as well as sound policy would seem to require that provision be 
made for the payment of the interest thereon, and for the gradual 
and ultimate absorption of the principal. To accomplish this, the 
Legislature, in its wisdom, will prescribe such means and mode as 
will undoubtedly be most efficient and proper. 

I therefore, with great deference, venture only a few general 
remarks on the subject as being incident to its consideration. The 
present laws provide that the interest due upon the debt to the 
Primary School Fund incurred under the act No. 114 of 1845, 
shall be paid from the Greneral Fund, and that the interest due on 
the University Fund according to the provisions of acts No's. 20 
and 83 of 1844, shall be payable out of the Sinking Fund. 

The amount and value of the resources of the sinking fund, viz : 
the proceeds of the Central and Souihem Rail Roads being hereto- 
fore doubtful and uncertain, have «iow become, by the sale of the 
said Rail Roads, of no account or dependence whatever. The 
amount annually due for interest on the University fund, cannot 
therefore be longer paid from the sinking fund; and it is not impos- 
sible that as the school interest fund is now only on the footing of 
any ordinary creditor, it may, on account of the payment of other 
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legitimate demanda against the general fund, be compelled from 
the condition of the Treasury to wait the receipt of its dues long 
after the time specified in the law, the consequence of which ipust 
be disappointment and embarrassment to all interested in its dis- 
tribution. 

The payment of the regular annual interest on these two items 
of indebtedness, so long as the state is liable therefor, should be 
therefore provided for beyond doubt or contingency. 

The amount of interest thus annually due constitutes no incon- 
siderable portion of the sum appropriated and designed for the an- 
nual support of the university and our common schools, and it is 
therefore of too much consequence to be left dependant on doubt- 
ful sources, but the most ample and permanent provision should be 
made for its certain payment. 

I would therefore suggest that so much of the proceeds of the 
annual tax assessed on the capital stock of the Michigan Central 
and Southern Rail Road Companies, according to their respective 
acts of incorporation, as may be necessary, be specifically pledged 
or set apart for the permanent and certain payment of the annual 
interest due to those funds respectively, which interest now exceeds 
eleven thousand dollars, and which amount wdll be increased more 
or less every year. 

This application of the said tax would not only be proper, as 
these debts are rightfully chargeable to the internal improvement 
fund, but it would afford the most positive assurance to all who par- 
ticipate, or are interested in the pecuniary advantages of our edu- 
cational system, that this portion of the annual revenue may be im- 
plicitly relied upon, while it would also evince the determination of 
the legislature to administer those high trusts, of which it is the 
constitutional guardian in a manner best calculated to promote their 
preservation and security. 

The balance of the tax, if any remained after snch payment, 
would of course belong to the general fund, where the law appro- 
priates it. 

As it cannot now be ascertained in what kind of indebtedness 
the unpaid balance due on the sale of the Central and Southern 
Rail Roads, now amounting to $855,510 22 will be paid, no definite 
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statement discriminating between the liquidated and the unadjusted 
debt, with a view to show the respective balances thereafter, can 
now be made. 

If that unpaid balance be paid in our "full paid bonds," "inter- 
est bonds," and internal improvement warrants, then the balance 
of that portion of our debt would be, as it will be seen, compara- 
tively trifling ; and although it is probable that that payment will 
be made in portions of all the different evidences of state indebt- 
edness, yet it is believed that much the largest amount of it will be 
in ibat kind, which we acknowledge to have received full payment 
for. 

The unadjusted portion of the internal improvement debt, being 
the amount of principal actually received on the bonds delivered 
to the U. S. Bank, with the interest thereon to January 1st, 1847, 
together with the amount received from the Moriis Canal assets 
and interest thereon, to the same time, amounts to $1,710,130 79. 

This amount separately, if funded, would bear an annual inter- 
est of about $103,000. 

The existing laws, (act No. 73 of 1843,) concerning this part of 
our indebtedness, provide that whenever the tvhole of the said part 
paid bonds shall be surrendered for eancelment, the holders there- 
of shall be entitled to receive new bonds of the state for the money 
actually received upon the original bonds, subject to the deduction 
of 25 per cent, for damages accruing to the state on account of the 
non-payment of the remaining instalments of the five million loan, 
and also to receive bonds payable on the first day of January, 1850, 
for the interest which shall have accrued upon the amount thus as- 
certained to be due up to the first day of July, 1845. 

By the terms of this law, although a majority of the bond hold- 
ers in amount, may be willing to comply with its provisions, they 
would be prevented from so doing, unless the whole amount of said 
bonds were surrendered according to its requirement. Yet the acts 
incorporating the Central and Southern Rail Roads provide that 
any amount of said bonds may be received in payment for said 
roads, at a rate much higher than the act of 1843 above alluded to 

would allow. 

More than three years have elapsed since the act requiring the 
3 
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surrender of the said bonds, and the issue of new ones, was pass- 
ed, and no offers of compliance with its conditions have been made 
by the holders. The legislature will of course determine whether 
they will propose for the acceptance of those bond holders any oth- 
er terms of settlement than to allow any one or more of them to 
surrender such portions as they may separately and individually 
possess for adjustment* and to establish the ratio of allowance on 
each $1000 of said bonds on the basis of the provision made for. 
their reception on the sale of the said rail roads. 

Yet it will be fully apparent that every principle of sound poli- 
cy requires not only an early and equitable adjustment of this debt»^ 
but, also, a speedy extinguishment of it, as the ability of the state 
will permit. 

If this debt for principal and interest were funded, and we 
should now commence to pay interest on it, in 17 years hence we 
would have paid in interest, more than the whole amount of the 
present debt of principal and interest, and yet it would be all still 
remaining against us. 

It is doubtless just and proper that we should pay the annual in- 
terest on all we owe, but we should not stop here. The mere pay- 
ment of annual interest and no moi-e will never rid us of debt ; on 
the contraiy, it will entail upon us a perpetual debt. 

To become free, some wise provision must be made for the gra- 
dual but certain absorption or extinguishment of . the principal up- 
on which we pay interest. 

To pay our debts we must have money, and this we can only ob- 
tain by taxation ; but what amount shall be thus raised, or when to 
be levied, the legislature alone must decide. 

Considering the fine natural resources of our state, and their 
constant and rapid developement by the industry, enterprise and 
means of our citizens, aided and induced by those great works of 
internal improvement, the cost of which is the origin of our pres- 
ent debt, there is nothing alarming or discouraging in our financial 
exhibit. On the contrary, in comparison with the indebtedness of 
some of the other states of the Union, we have cause of self grat- 
ulation and encouragement. 

For the purpose merely of showing the contrast, I subjoin a state* 
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ment of the public debt of some of the states, and the amount of 
annual interest thereon. 



' 




Prkiclpal Debt. 


Aimual Interett 


Public debt of New York, 


$27,288,570 10 


$1,391,991 64 


« u 


Pennsylvania, 


40,986,393 22 


2,048,319 66 


U (t 


Maryland, 


11,986,784 98 


655,421 16 


it u , 


Virginia, 


7,384,793 87 


451,746 07 


•t tt 


Alabama, 


13,646,078 01 


557,745 80 


t* tt 


Ohio, 


19,215,111 30 


1,161,715 90 


tt tt 


Indiana, 


16,462,080 00 


607,772 00 



These states, as will be seen, are all largely in debt, and although 
their means of payment and pecuniary resources are very great, 
yet the annual interest upon their respective debts, to say nothing 
of the yearly diminution of the principal, in addition to the 
amount ordinarily raised for the current expenses of their gdvem- 
ment, amounts to an enormous sum. Notwithstanding, with the 
exception of Indiana, they all pay their debts in full, and that state 
has lately made commendable efforts to satisfy her public creditors. 

Direct taxation, if not the chief dependence, has been an impor- 
tant auxiliary in the payment of the interest, and must be in the ulti- 
mate payment of the principal of the debt of those states. Some 
of them have resorted to it in vai*ious modes and forms ; and in 
addition to the general assessment upon the ordinary amount of 
their real and personal estate, they levy taxes specifically oh 
merchants and professional men : on carriages, horses, gold watch- 
es, clocks, pianos, gold an^ silver plate, and other luxurious arti- 
cles, and also a uniform poll tax. 

Whether a recourse to such aids in our own state will be deem- 
ed expedient or proper, the legislature must of course determine 
but it may be worthy of consideration, whether the general burth- 
<en may not be much lessened by a judicious retrenchment in the 
annual, general and local expenses of the state government From 
the following data, collected by my predecessor, and given in his 
report last year, we may determine with some accuracy what those* 
expenses are. The statement is based upon the taxes asses- 
sed for 1845: 
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State tax, ' $72,305 23 

Oountytax, 159,753 34 

J mill school tax, 14,463 15 

Road tax, 180,789 7Q 

Township tax, 433 townships at $200 each, average 86,600 00 

Total, $513,9 11 42 

Here we find a sum exceeding a halfmillion of dollars annually 
raised by direct taxation upon the taxable property of the state, 
exclusive of village or city taxes. 

Now, can these several items be diminished? Can the aggre- 
gate be curtailed or a lesser sum be raised for those purposes 1 Is 
it possible, by remodelling the plan and forms of county and town- 
ship government to retrench the expenses of both materially ? 

These are questions that can only be satisfactorily answered by 
the representatives of the people, and they commend themselves 
wdth much force to their most earnest consideration. For it will 
be apparent, that whatever may be saved in this respect, must aid 
in the payment of our common debt ; and it will also be observed 
that a little over one -fifth of the whole amount thus annually raised 
by taxation, would be sufficient to pay the inferest upon the entire 
nett balance of our internal improvement debt. 

But to eventually relieve ourselves from our present indebted- 
ness on account of internal improvements, — we must unquestion- 
ably commence sooner or later to sink a part of the principal of 
that debt, and continue gradual and periodical payments'thereof ; 
and whenever it may be determined to adopt this course, the crea- 
tion of a sinking Jknd must be incidentally suggested. Such fund 
should consist of the proceeds of the amount of tax which may 
be deemed proper to be annually raised on account of the payment 
of the principal, together with the surplus revenue derived from 
any other source, not otherwise necessarily pledged or appropria- 
ted. A board of fund commissioners, comprised of certain state 
.officers, or others, to be designated by law, might control that fund, 
and have power to invest from time to time its receipts in undoubt- 
ed securities, bearing interest ; also to compound and accumulate 
the proceeds that may be derived therefrom. They might also be 
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^ 23 autborLsed under certain restrietionfi, to purchase in the market 

' ^ ^uch evidences of our state < indebtedness as are not due, and 

1^ otherwise to manage the said fund and its proceeds in such man- 

7^ ner as may be deemed most advantageous for the interests of the 

state, and as shal] comport with its honor and good faith. 

By some judicious plan of the kind, the details of which the de- 
= liberations of the legislature may mature and prescribe, perma- 
lly ' nently beneficial results may be expected, and at a period not very 
te, remote, we may hope to find ourselves entirely free from debt. 

(hntingent lAahUiCies.. 
^ These may be said to consist of the loan of $100,000 of stateC 

Ib bonds to the Detroit and Pontiac Rail Road Company, with the 

1- interest thereon unpaid ; a like amount loaned to the University, 
and the instalments of the surplus revenue of the United States de- 

j posited with this State. The condition of these loans or debts may, 

at present, be thus stated : 
I The indebtedness of the Detroit and Pontiac Rail Road Com- 

] pany, with the interest thereon unpaid to the 1st Nov.' 1846, is 

[ about $143,000, and is secured by mortgage on the said road. 

I The privilege of paying the said indebtedness, granted by the 

Act No. 81 of 1844, to Alfred Williams and his associates, and 
thereupon obtaining an assignment of the interest of the State in 
said mortgage, has not been made available by them; and no pay- 
ment or tender of payment being made in any description of in- 
debtedness of this State, for or on account of said debt by the said 
Williams or any other person, and the time limited for such pay- 
ment having expired, I delivered over to the Attpmey General tlie 
original mortgage on the said Bail Road, executed by the said 
Company to the State as security for the loan of said bonds, with 
directions to foreclose the same pursuant to law. The proper pro- 
ceedings have therefore been instituted, and for the particulars 
thereof, I respectfully refer to his report. 

There are other suljects in connexion which may not be impro- 
per here to present. 

In case the State, through the process of law, should come into 
possession of the said road and its appurt^manees, of which there 
is now a strong probability, it will become necessary to provide by 
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law for itB control and management by the State, and for the rega- 
lation of its operations, the existing laws having no reference to 
this conttngenoy. At the same time it would be necessary to pro- 
vide for more effectually securing the general and entire right of 
way, the tenure and conditition of more or less of which, it is be^ 
lieved is either doubtful or insecure. 

Under existing laws, so long as the interest on the $100,000 of 
State Bonds loaned to the University.is paid from the University in- 
terest fund, as is now the case, the state is liable to pay the Univer- 
sity the interest on such amount as is found to be standing to the 
credit of the University fund from time to time, until it equals the 
said $100,000 ; and thereafter sh^ is liable to pay annual interest 
on the whole of that amount. 

The principal of these bonds is due in 1858; but it is believed 
that as long as the interest continues to be promptly paid, that the 
payment of the principal will not be required at maturity. If this 
should be the case the relative indebtedness would continue to exist. 

Whenever, however, the payment of such principal may be re- 
quired, there is little doubt that the State will have to make that 
payment and redeem the said bonds. Not because the State owes 
the University for warrants, scrip, &c.^ taken up in payment for its 
lands, (perhaps at that time to the amount of the whole $100,000) 
for as these warrants, scrip, &c., were received to the credit of the 
principal fund, and as no ^aymerUa from that fund ean be constitu* 
tionally made, this indebtedness must be considered as for a per- 
manent loan from the University fund by the State, only the mteT 
est upon which can be used by the institution. But the probability 
of the redemption of said bonds by the State arises from the fact 
that a very great length of time must necessarily elapse before the 
available income of the University, being its interest monies, will 
be in a condition to redeem the said bonds even by a very gradual 
process. 

The State must therefore be considered as liable for the redemp- 
tion of these bonds, and whenever she redeems them, the annual 
interest on that amount will be due from the University to the'State, 
and this will be an off-set or equivalent to the annual amount of 
interest due on the said indebtedness of the State to the Univexsi- 
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ty, or in proportion to it up to the $100,000 autJiorized to be re- 
ceived to the credit of the University Aind under the act No. 20 of 
1844. 

What the State, therefore, owes the University as above men« 
tioned, must be considered as an investment of so much of the Uni* 
versity fund on interest, and as a permanent loan to the St^te ; and 
as apart of her indebtedness it is included among the items which 
coniltitute the Internal Improvement debt. 

The contingency contemplated is however very remote, and a 
there is, I think, no near prospect of the present relative character 
of the 8aid|indebtednes6 being changed, there seems to be no spe- 
cial legislation on the subject now required. 

The three instalments of surplus revenue of the United States 
deposited with this State, amount to 1(286,151 49 are not bearing 
interest. 

This amount having been placed to the credit of the General 
Fund, it might under any other circumstances than attend these 
deposites, be properly considered a debt of that fund; but as it is 
most probable that the State will not soon, perhaps never, be called 
upon to repay the amount, it is merely set down as a contingent 
liability, and therefore not constituting any portion of the debt pro- 
per of the State. 

The indebtedness of the State and the value of all the ordinary 
resources presently or ultimately applicable to its payment, in the 
aggregate, may therefore thus be recapitulated: 



Aggregate Indebtedness of the State. 
Debt of the General Fund, $311,909 75 

Debt of the Internal Improvement Fund, 1,987,140 77 

Total Debt, $2,299,050 52 

^gg^^<^^ Resources appUcoMe to Us Tayment,^ 
Resources of the General Fund, $389,275 01 

Resources of the Internal Improvement Fund, 422,123 00 

Total Resources, * $811,398 01 
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Indebtedness of and to the Cmmties, 

Statement marked D shows the balances due to and jfrom the 
several counties on the 30th Nov. 1846; the State tax for 1846 is 
not however yet charged to any of them. The balances to the 
credit of certain counties are not all now due them in cash — 
they co^Bisting chiefly of unpaid taxes which are yet to be collect* 
ed, but for which they were credited at the time of making their 
returns of delinquent taxes to this office. 

The amount of such taxes remaining unpaid or uncollected for 
the several counties is shown in statement marked B. 

But the balances against certain other counties are actually due 
to the State in cash for state taxes, and for taxes charged back, re«> 
funded, &c. 

And in view of the embarrassing and unsatisfactory condition of 
the accounts with the counties of Lenawee, Lapeer, Washtenaw, 
Wayne, Macomb, Monroe and Oakland, the balances against which 
had been accumulating for several years past, I addressed to their 
several treasurers and boards of supervisors, letters, with state* 
ments of account showing their respective indebtedness, and urging 
upon them to make early provision for the payment of the balances 
dife from them respectively. 

I have been officially informed that the Boards of Supervisors of 
Lenawee, Monroe, and Oakland at their last October session, have 
each authorized the whole amount then due the State to be raised 
fron) their counties with the ordinary taxes for the current year. 
The county of Washtenaw has authorized the levy of $1500 to 
be applied in part payment of their balance. Macomb and Wayne 
have not made any provision for the payment of their balances, 
and the Board of Supervisors of Lapeer county refuse to pay their 
debt. 

These balances, most of which are now in process of payment, 
will no doubt be soon liquidated and paid ; and it is not probable 
that the counties will be soon again indebted in so large amounts. 

Tax haws and ^proposed Amendments, 

Our present tax system, although necessarily composed of some- 
what complicated machinery, and in many respects perhaps imper- 
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feet, is yet in its principal particulars probably as good as any 
revenue laws can at present be made. 

It is the result of many years legislation upon this subject, after 
having successiTely enacted and repealed several general laws for 
the assessment, collection and return of taxes — none of which 
seeftied to accomplish the desired object. 

The existing tax laws were passed in March, 1843, and with the 
modifications which have been necessarily made during their opera- 
lion, they have continued in force a much longer period than any 
similar ones previously enacted. 

I have no reason to doubt, but on the contrary I believe, that the 
working of the present system is generally satisfactory to our citi- 
zens and to others interested in its operations, and it may be here 
remarked as an evidence of the general confidence in it, that at 
the late sales of lands for delinquent taxes held in the several coun- 
ties in October last, almost every tract offered was bought by indi- 
Tiduals, and in many counties not a single parcel wbs struck off to 
the state. 

In the administration of these la^s however, omissions or defects 
not affecting perhaps any important principle involved, yet of more 
or less consequence to those interested, become incidentally appa- 
rent. A few of this character I mention for consideration. 

The 4th section of the "act to proTide for the sale of lands bid 
in by the state for delinquent taxes, and for other purposes," ap- 
proved March 20, 1845, as embodied in section 102, page 117 of 
Revised Statutes of 1846, provides, that any person applying to re- 
deem an'y lands that may have been bid in by the »tate for taxes 
due thereon, shall, in addition to the redemption money required 
as above, "also pay at the time of such application, all taxes, inter- 
est and charges that shall remain unpaid on said lands, a'nd not otkr 



enaise,^^ 



Many cases of hardship are the effect of this requirement. 'As 
for instance A owned the land in 1841 and sold it to B when the 
taxes for that year only had become a lien upon it, and remained 
unpaid. The land afterwards being sold for that years taxes, A 
comes within the time for redemption, in 1846, to redeem it from 
the sale for the taxes of that year, and thereby remove the incum- 
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brance wlkich he was bound to do wben be sold to B. But the law 
prohibits him from redeeming for that year» unless be will pay all 
ta^es, interest and charges which may remain unpaid for the years 
1842, 1843, 1844 and 184d, which B should rightfully pay, he be- 
ing the owner of the land during those years. 

Injurious results of a similar kind are produced where a |Mupty 
contracts to pay any given years tax. , The law compels bim to 
break his contract ot pay several years taxes which afford him no 
title, and for which he has no claim upon the other party. 

Why should the law make such discrimination between red^emp- 
tions of land fxom sales to individuals^ and like redempticms from 
sales to the state 1 Any person may redeem lands sold for taxes to 
an individual for any one year or more, at his option, and no sucb 
onerous requirement as complained of is made in that case. 

The eflfect of this law is so plainly wrong and oppi^ssive, and 
has been tljp cause of so much complaint, I would gladly ha.ve 
found some warrant for dispensing with its enforcement, but upon 
advisement with the Attorney General on this subject, it was thought 
til at any departure from the strict terms of the law, might endanger 
the validity of the sale of lands for such years taxes as were, ex- 
empted from the said requirement. 

It is therefore recommended to place these redemptions ^upon the 
same footing with those x>f sales to individuals, and the remedy will 
be effected by striking put from said section 102 all after the word 
" redemption," in the 7th line. 

When a purchaser of land at a tax sale applies for a deed of 
the same — the time of redemption having expired, and the land 
remaining unredeemed, the law requires him to suiTender his cer- 
tificate of purchase received from the county treasurer for the said 
laud, before he can obtain the said deed. 

No provision, however, is made applicable to cases where the 
certificate of purchase has been lost or destroyed. The practice 
of the office in such cases, has been to issue the deed, upon the 
purchaser filing his affidavit of the loss of his certificate. 

But this requirement being eostra judieicd involves no penalty for 
peijury which may in those cases be committed. 

The surrender of the said certificate being necessary to prevent 
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tike ptaedce of fraud8> the oertainty of puiushment for perjury by 

those who might thus attempt to swindle, should be beyond doubt; 

and the law should therefore expressly authoiize the making and 

filing of affidavits as aforesaid in such cases. 

The laws require &at the annual sales of lands delinqttent for 

taxes, shall be conducted by the respectire trciasurers of the sever- 
al counties, under the direction of the Auditor General, and that 
they shall at such sales, seceive such funds and remit the same in 
such manner as the State Treasurer shall direct. For all their 

pergonal services, and other charges incident to those sales, they 
are paid from the State Treasury. They thus become " Ag^^^^s of 
the State," and are so recognized by the laws. 

The proceeds of the last October tax sales, in nearly all the coun- 
ties, were promptly reported and paid over as the law directs. But in 
a few cases the county treasurers submitted to the order of their 
respective Boards of Supervisors, and retained in their hands cer- 
tain portions of those proceeds, which rightfully and legally be- 
longed to the State alone. 

In Lapeer county the Board of Supervisors by formal resolution 

I 

directed their county treasurer to retain of such monies, two hun- 
dred dollars, being nearly one fourth part of the whole amount of 
their proceeds of sales, when notwithstanding, that county was at 
the same time in debt to the State fof nearly $3000. . 

These facts are not nientioned as having already produced any 
very bad results, but they are recited by way of caution and as ap- 
pearing to be pregnant with future difficulties. 

If the law does not compel the several county treasurers to pay 
over promptly and faithfully aU the proceeds of such sales into the 
State Treasury, serious embarrassment and injury may thereby re- 
sult to those having legitimate demands upon it. 

Should not therefore each county treasurer be especially required 
to give bonds to the State with satisfactory securities, conditioned 
for the faithful and prompt payment into the State Treasury of all 
monies belonging to the State which may come into his hands ^.s 
proceeds of the annual tax sales or otherwise ? 

APPENDED STATEMENTS AND ABSTRACTS. 

Statement marked E shows the items of expenditure irom the 
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contingent fund during the yeax^ so far as warrants haye been pre" 
sented ihr payment. 

The balance to the credit of that fund, Nov. BO, 1846, is (1,* 
855 28, and it is no( supposed that any additional appropriation for 
Contingent purposes the ensuing year, will be necessary. 

The amount "of redemption money, interest and charges receiv- 
ed on account of bids made in behalf of the state in the several 
counties during the past year, is stated i|k detail in statement mark- 
ed F. 

'Statement marked G shows the valuation of the real and per- 
sonal estate of the several counties ; the aggregate of such valua- 
tion for the whole state, and the amount of state tax assessed there- 
on for the year 1846. 

Upon comparison it is found that the said aggregate valuation for 
the state this year, is less than that of 1841 by over $5,000,000; 
less than 1840 by over $8,000,000, and less than that of 1839 by 
nearly $17,000,000. 

Instead of a corresponding increase of woalth, with the increase* 
of population and consequent additional improvement, there has 
been a great decrease and falling off in the aggregate valuation for 
several years in succession, and although every allowance may be 
made for the inflated and fictitious value of property in years past, 
even up to 1839, yet I think i^is reasonable toconclude, that instead 
of the aggregate value of the taxable property of the state in 1846, 
being less than that of 1841 by over five millions of dollars, it real- 
ly must exceed it by a very much larger amount. 

It is therefore suggested whether some proper and uniform stan- 
dard of valuation cannot be established, whereby the assessment 
of the taxable property of the state may be approximated nearer 
to its real worth, and as a consequence afford increased ability ta 
the state treasury to meet the legitimate demands upon it. 

In the abstract marked H, is given in brief the debits and credits,, 
and the ledger balances of simdry funds and accounts as they ap- 
pear on the books of this office, and also the account with the state 
treasurer, which shows the balance in his hands at the close of the 
fiscal year. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. V. BELL, Auditor General. 
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B. 



Statement of I^dinquent Tcuces ^1845, returned Jrom the several coun- 
ties to the Auddtor GeneroTs Office, and the amount remaining %mpaid 
December If 1846. 



Coanttes. 




Total remaining 
uopaid with in- 
terest. 



Allegan, .... 

Bairy, 

Berrien, .... 

Branch, 

Calhoun, 

Cass, 

Clinton, 

Eaton, 

Grenesee, ... 
Hillsdale, . . . 
Ingham,. . . . 

Ionia. 

Jackson, 

Kalamazoo, . 

Kent, 

Lapeer, . . . . 
Lenawee, . . 
Livingston, . 
Macomb, . . . 
Monroe, . . . 
Oakland, . . . 

Ottawa, 

Saginaw,... 
Shiawassee,. 

St. Clair, 

St* Joseph, . . 
Van Buren,. 
Washtenaw, 
Wayne, 



$6,621 45 
4,950 50 
4,461 02 
3,676 11 
4,504 36 
2,447 90 
5,022 80 
5,512 87 
4,410 38 

10,169 21 
4,824 16 
4,800 63 
4,134 26 
3,538 04 
5,010 21 
2,141 44 
4,530 15 
3,195 42 
2,007 97 
4,905 18 
2,276 37 
2,267 23 
5,360 08 
5,064 36 
6,043 35 
2,052 32 
4,548 53 
1,050 72 
4,155 83 



$123,682 85 



2,676 12 
1,987 98 
1,825 40 
1,625 87 
2,514 46 

812 04 
2,543 66 
2,328 04 
1,023 02 
5,030 60 
2,349 03 
2,089 90 
2,441 13 
1,651 36 
1,808 33 
1,106 18 
2,352 86 
1,756 40 
1,044 83 
2,656 53 
1,348 90 

862 01 
3,050 80 
2,231 19 
2,682 06 
1,092 71 
1,714 63 

704 11 
2,517 82 



$57,827 96 



$334 51 
248 50 
228 18 
210 66 
314 31 
101 50 
317 96 
291 00 
127 88 
628 83 

293 63 
261 24 
305 14 
206 18 
226 04 
138 28 

294 11 
219 55 
130 60 
332 06 
168 61 
107 75 
381 35 
278 90 
335 26 
136 59 
214 33 

88 01 
314 73 



$7,235 69 



$3,010 63 
2,236 48 
2,053 58 
1,836 53 
2,828 77 

913 54 
2,861 62 
2,619 04 
1,150 90 
5,659 43 
2,642 66 
2,351 14 
2,746 27 
1,857 54 
2,034 37 
1,244 46 
2,646 97 
1,975 95 
1,175 43 
2,988 59 
1,517 51 

969 76 
3,432 15 
2,510 09 
3,017 32 
1,229 30 
1,928 96 

792 12 
2,832 55 



$65,063 66 
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(D.) 

Balances, due to and Jrom the Counties respectively on the 30^^ No^ 

venAer, 1846. 

Countiei. Debit Balace. Credit Balace- 

Allegan, $2,224 13 

Barry, 3,850 60 

Branch 2,081 13 

Berrien, 1,992 94 

Calhoun, 604 20 

Cass, 329 28 

Clinton, , 3,468 86 

Chippewa, 589 80 

Eaton, 2,623 88 

Genesee, 1,044 36 

Hillsdale, 3,687 12 

Ingham 3,500 26 

Ionia. 3,276 96 

Jackson, 258 74 

Kalamazoo, 468 63 

Kent, 1,703 06 

Lapeer, 3,185 44 

Lenawee 5,910 65 

Livingston, .• . . . 798 55 

Macomb, 2,009 30 

Mackinaw, 24 02 

Monroe, 5,152 Q5 

Oakland, 1,523 83 

Ottawa, 2,156 18 

Saginaw 4,194 74 

'Shiawassee, 2,189 94 

StClair, 3,770 91 

St. Joseph, 85 52 

Van Buren 2,656 92 

Washtenaw, 3,360 76 

Wayne, 7,083 22 

$30,586 04 $45,220 54 

Am't. due to counties, $45,220 54 

Ato*t due from counties, 30.586 04 

Balance due to counties, $14,634 50 
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E. 
Canivngent Fund. 

DH. 

To warrantB dur'g y'r, $217 59 
Bal. on hand, Nov. 30, 

1846, 1,855 28 



CR, 
By balance, $1,272 87 

'* appropriation act 

156, 1846, 800 00 



$2,072 87 

Itenw of Expenditure, 
£. Metir» hauling 58 boxes military stores, 
W. T. Pease, storage, do do do 
Oeorge Coombs, expenses at capitol, 
James Canan, planting trees at capitol, 
H. N. Walker, attorn^ general, office rent, 
Thos. Hall, blacksmith work, capitol, 
John Keish, services, remoying state arms Scorn capitol 

to Dearborn, 
John Moore, cartage of arms, 

M. Story, carpenter work at capitol, labor & materials, 
C^eorge Coombs, cleaning and repairs at capitol. 



J2,072 87 


$5 50 


9 15 


2 43 


10 00 


100 00 


1 50 


18 63 


4 88 


42 75 


22 75 


$217 59 
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(F.) 

Statement of redemption money, interest and charges received on bids 
made to the state, from December 1, 1845, to November 30, 1846, 
inckmve, 

Allegan, Jl,135 35 

Barry, 50 14 

Berrien 381 87 

Branch, 1,373 05 

Calhoun, 233 33 

Cass, 655 50 

Clinton 1,626 81 

Eaton, .' 1,503 97 

Genesee, 1,042 59 

Hillsdale, 1,212 58 

Ingham, 1,353 99 

Ionia, 1,607 25 

Jackson, 942 76 

Kalamazoo, 1 53 99 

Kent, 1 728 64 

Lapeer, 1,598 12 

Lenawee, 320 50 

Livingston, 1,004 6^ 

Macomb, 302 74 

Monroe. . . . , 2,184 90 

Oakland, 484 17 

Ottawa, 490 66 

Sagtnaw, 1,669 77 

Shiawassee, 1,832 68 

St. Clair, 1,826 11 

St. Joseph, 422 27 

Van Buren,. 86 06 

Washtenaw 227 77 

Wayne, 185 80 

Total $26,537 93 
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Aggregate mlwUwn of the taxcMe property of the several cotmties^ and 
^ amount of state tax assessed thereon, for the yea/r 1846. 



Countiei. 



Afgregate Valuation, 



StBta TaX| 3| mills. 



Allegan, . . . . 

Bany, 

Berrien, 

Branch, . . - . 
Calhoun, .... 

Cass, 

Chippewa,* . 

Clinton, 

Eaton, 

Genesee, — 
Hillsdale, . . . 

Ingham, 

Ionia, 

Jackson, 

Kalamazoo, . 

Kent, 

Lapeer, 

Lenawee, . . . 
Livingston, . . 
Mackinaw, . . 

Macomb, 

Monroe, 

Oakland, 

Ottawa, 

Saginaw, 

St. Clair, 

St. Joseph, . . 
Shiawassee, . 
Van Buren,. 
Washtenaw, 
Wayne, 



Total, 



$531,660 30 
408,187 00 
765,324 20 
686,421 00 

1,582,666 00 
760,502 00 
31,810 00 
430,341 00 
491,277 65 
725,427 67 

1,328,292 00 
526,144 00 
507,107 03 

1,428,375 00 
893,701 00 
573,452 39 
423,459 69 

2,000,000 00 
882,321 00 
161,389 00 
753,454 00 

1,377,967 27 

2,153,617 00 
278^695 15 
451,079 30 
886,081 00 
951,901 00 
429,671 09 
486,267 93 

2,385,249 00 

4,077,225 00 



629,369,065 67 



$1,329 15 
1,020 47 
1,913 31 
1,716 05 
3,956 67 
1,901 25 
79 55 
1,075 85 
1,228 19 
1,813 57 
3,320 73 
1,315 36 
1,267 77 
3,570 94 
2,234 25 
1,433 63 
1,058 65 
5,000 00 
2,205 80 

403 47 
1,883 64 
3,444 92 
5,3S4 04 

696 74 
1,127 70 
2,215 20 
2,379 75 
1,074 18 
1,215 67 
5,963 12 
10,193 06 

$73,422 66 



^No retarns of yaluation for 1846 ; charged state tax upon that of 1815. 
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Abstract of Dehits and Credits cf the several Funds and Accounts (m 
^ tke Books of this Office and the Account with the State TreoMorer^ 
showing a balance of Cash in his hands December Ist^ 1846. 



DR. 

Balance last year, ^7,285 14 
Rec'ts during year^ 2,035,270 18 



STATE TREASURER. 



CR 



$2,042,555 32 

Balance as above, $66,339 35 

Outstanding general 
fund warrants, 11,641 02 

Outstanding redemp- 
tion warrants, 580 63 



Balance in hands of 
state treasurer Nov 
30, 1846, $78,561 00 



By payments during 



year, 
Bidance, 



$1,976,215 97 
66,339 35 

$2,042,555 32 



DR. 



GENERAL FUND. 



Warrants issued du- 
ring the year, $159,386 37 
Transfer from re- 
demption acc't 43 53 
Transfer cont'.fund, 800 00 
' do pri'ry school int., 4,895 70 
Balance, 62,571 76 



$227,697 36 



CR. 

By bal. last year, $68,345 61 
By rec*ts and (trans- 

fei: of $339 98 

from redemption 

account, 159,351 75 



$227,697 36 



DR. INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

To am't overdrawn 
last year, $811,451 57 

To warrants drawn 
during year on 
acc't public works 
& for other char- 
ges, 1,549,398 67 



$2,360,850 24 



CR. 

By am't receipts du- 
ring thepa8tyear,$l,775,007 05 
Balance, being am't 

overdrawn, 565,843 19 



$2,360,850 24 
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DR. 

Warrants drawn da- 
ring year, 
Balance, 



37 

OONTINOrafT FVND* 



•217 59 
1,855 28 



*2,072 87 



By bal. laAt year, 
By trattsferfiroiii ^e* 
neral fund, 



DR. 



DR. 

To warrant to A. 
Bonham, appro- 
priation, legiflla- 
tare, 1846, $54 40 

To paid on acc't se- 
lection of fract'l. 
school sections, 125 00 

To school money 

apportioned, '46, 27,925 72 

Bal. on hand, 2,981 49 



PRIMARY SCHOOL INTEREST FUND. 



$31,086 61 



[No. 2. 

OR. 

»1,272 87 

800 00 
$2,^72 87 

CR. 

$71,827 20 

20,226 43 

$92 ,053 6 3 

CR. 

Bal on hand last year, $3,123 49 
Receipts during year, 27,968 12 



PRIMARY SCHOOL FUND. 

By bal. as per last 
years report, 

By receipts during 
year. 



$31,086 61 



DR. 



UNtVERSrrY FUND. CR. 

By balance as per 

last report, $56,774 14 

By receipts during 

year, 9,375 86 

$66,150 00 






- - • * - 
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DR. 

To am't, paidtretuh 

urerofuniyerritv^ $4,816 94 
To am't paid J. W. 

James, 540 00 

To am't paid state 

treasurer, 5,530 41 

Bal. on hand, 5,031 04 



UNIVEESITT INTERSST FUND. 

By balance laat ye'rs 

report, 
By receipts during 

year, 



$15^18 39 



[No. 2. 
CR. 

$1,925 37 
13,993 02 



$15,918 39 



DR. 

To warrant drawn 
past year, 
Balance, 



STATE BUILDING FUND. 



96 
10,890 48 



$10,891 44 



CR- 

By bal. on hand last 

year, $5,897 11 

Byrec'ts during year, 4,994 33 

$10,891 44 



DR. 



TREASURY NOTES. 



To am't burned past 
year, $45,000 00 

*Bal. undestroyed, 25,000 00 



$70,000 00 



CR. 

By balance unde- 
stroyed last year, $70,000 00 



$70,000 00 



*Onl7 $7,457, of which ia in circulation or outotanding. 



DR. 



TREASURY NOTES INTEREST ACC'T. 



CR 



To am't. paid up to 

Nov. 29, 1845, * $17,914 53 
To am't paid during 

year past, 1,291 91 



$19,206 44 



Int. Imp. fund, $19,206 44 



DR. REDEMPTION ACCOUNT. 

1 

To am't. refunded Bal. on hand last 



CR. 



purchasers and 
transferred to ge- 
neral fond, $28,434 61 
Bal. due purcha- 
sers, 10,153 33 



year, *o,lll 30 

Rec'ts during year, 33,476 64 



$38,587 94 



$38,587 94 



* « 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN. 



No. 3. 

LEGISLATURE, 1847. 



Annual Report of the Commissioner of the State 

Land Office. 

State Land Officb, \ 
Marshall, December 1, 1846. J 

jfb the Leguiciiure of the State of Michigan : 

The fiscal year, for which the commissioner is required by law 
to exhibit to your body the busineB9 proceedings of this ofiice, ha- 
ving terminated, I respectfully submit the following report : 

Sales and receipts J%om December 1st, 1845, to November 30^A, 1846, 

inchuive. 

Pnmary School Lands. 

SALES. 

7682 13-100 acres amounting to $39,077 70 





RECEIPTS. 


— 1 J. 


On account of principal, 




$19,553 35 


" " interest. 




22,964 88 


" " penalties. 


♦ 


578 45 


" " rents, 




310 00 


Total receipts, 


$43,406 68 



Of which amount there was 

received at the land office, 

principal, $14,001 41 

Do. interest, penalties & rents 11,815 26 



25,816 67 



At state treasury, pnncipal, 5,551 94 

Do interest & penalties, 12,038 07 

I 17,590 01 



Total rec'pts at both offices on acc't of sch'l la'ds, $43 ,406 68 



ft 
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Univernty Land$, 

SALES. 

1335 21-100 acres, amountiDg to >16,254 62 

RECEIPTS. 

On acc't of principal mwaaaatSp t9*375 86 

Do int% penalt's & rentSi scrip & 

specie, 10,274 00 

<1»,649 B& 

Of which am't there was rec'd 

at the land oiEce, principal, 

warrants, $6,351 56 

Do. do. scrip and specie, 2,27} 01 

*^ ^ . $8,622 57 

Do. do. in^. penlt's & rents, specie, 7,5ia 75 

$16,135 32 
At state treasury, principal, $753 29 

Do. do int. & penalt's, 2,761 25 

3,514 54 



Total receipts at both offices on acc't of univ. lands, $19,649 86 

State BiMing Lands. 

SALES. 

296 83-100 acres, amounting to 2,778 76 

« 

RECEIPTS. 

On account of principal and interest, 4,994 33 

!■; II H I I I I i> S 

Of which there was received at the land office, 4937 22 
do do state treasury, 57 11 

Total receipts at both offices on acct. of state 
building lands, 4,994T33 
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Litemal Imjpravtmeni Lands. 

•ALES AND RKC1IPT8, 

35,010.16-100 acres at $1 25 per acre, 43,762 76 

6M0 do for Grand Biver bn4ge, 

41,010.16-100 do disposed of, 

Rec'd on acc't of asset lands, 4,585 62 

do do rents, 57 00 4,642 62 

Total receipts, 48,405 88 

Of which there was rec'd at the land office, 45,204 76 
do . do at state treasuiy, 3,200 62 



«w^ 



Total receipts at both offices on acc't int. imp. 

lands, 48,405 38 

■ ■' I ■ 

RecapUuUuioH. 
Total am't. sales of umtersity, school and state buil- 
ding lands, 58,110 d8 

Total am't receipts on acc't of said lands, •4&,d50 87 
do for iDt. imp. lands, ^ 48,405 38 

Total am't receipts on acc't of all classes of lands, 116,456 25 

Of which amount there was received 

AT THE LAND OFFICE. 

On account of school lands, 52,816 67 

do ttntrentttj lands, 16,135 32 

do state building lands, 4,937 22 

do internal improvement lands, 45,204 76 

Total, $92,093 97 

AT STATE TREASURY. 

Or account of school lands, $17,590 01 

do university lands, 3,514 54 

do state building lands, 57 11 

do internal improvement lands, 3,200 62 

$24,362 gg 
Total am't of receipts at both offices during the yepis, $UM5625 
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StatemaU of Receipts and Dultanements from Dec. 1, 1845 to Nov^ 

30, 1846, induswe, 

DR. 

For amount received by D. V. Bell, the late commissioner of state 
land officOi, from Dec. 1, 1845, to Feb. 17, 1846, inclusive, indu- 
ding $673 08 which he had on hand Dec. 1, 1845, 
At land office, $25,146 77 

At treasury, 4,854 11 

Total am't rec'd during Judg^e Bell's time, $30,000 88 

For amount rec'd from Feb. 18 to Nov. 

30, 1846, inclusive, to the credit of the 

following funds : 
P. S. fund, at land office, 10,200 94 

Do at treasury, 4,273 80 



P. S. In. fund, at landf^ffice, 10,313 21 

Do at treasury, 11,662 72 

U. fund, at land office, 5,387 98 

Do at treasury, 753 29 

U. In. fund, at land office, 7,252 26 

Do at treasury, 2,761 25 

S. B. fund, at land office, 4,700 09 

Do at treasury, 57 11 



14,474 74 



21,975 93 



6,141 27 



10,013 51 



4,757 20 



Internal improvement fund at land office, 29,765 80 



$117,129 33 



CR. 

By am't deposited by D. V. Bell, $24,748 88 

By expenses from Dec. 1, 1845, to Feb. 
21, 1846, 397 89 



Carried forward, $25,146 77 



P^^^^ ^" ■■ • — ■ « U ll« -V^P^^ ■ ^ wm^m^ 1 f ^a ■■ qi •■ i^i « I ^, I ^ ^-v^^^ I l| I ■■■W«^^^V^i^^^^^^iW^i«^^^P^l«^^|^p^i^>^^^^^*^^^^^^^^^^^n^^^ 
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Brotight forward, $25446 77 

By rec'd bj treasurer from Dec. 1, 1845, to 

Feb. 21, 1846. 4,854 11 



6,141 27 



By total amount of D. V. Bell's business, $30,000 88* 

By deposites and receipts by the treasurer, 

jfrom Feb. 18, to Nov. 30, 1846, inclusive, 

to the credit of the foUovnng funds : 

Primary SchodFund, 

Deposited by commissioner, $10,200 94 

Received by the treasurer, 4,273 80 

$14,474 74 

Primary School Interest Fund, 

Deposited by commissioner, $9,768 39 

Received by the treasurer, 11,662 72 

_: 21,431 11 

University Fund, 

Deposited by commissioner, $5,387 98 

Received by the treasurer, 753 29 

University Interest Fund, 
Deposited by commissioner, $7,185 23 

Received by the treasurer, 2,761 25 

State Bvilding Fund, 
Deposited by commissioner, $4,700 09 

Received by the treasurer, 57 11 

4,757 20 

Internal Improvement Fund, 

Deposited by commissioner, 29,664 83 

By paid Ira Mayhew, supt. pub. int. for his 

expenses charg'd to P. S. inter' t fund, $288 37 

By office expenses for rents, postage, 
stationery, blanks, advertising and oth- 
er mcidental expenses, charged P. S. 
int. fund, U. int. fund and int. imp. 

fund, as audited and allowed, 335 53 

623 90 



9,946 48 



Carried forward, . $117,040 41 
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Brougfalt fbrtnod, (jil7»040 41 

By refunded WmiEin Wkilttij* in i]ii0i> 
est warraitti, nxftA the sunender of 
i*ertificate Vo. ^323, given Um some 
yean ago for land that had been pre- 
viouflly sold to another person, 88 93 

^117,189 S3 

From the Ist of December, 1845 to the 17A of February, 1840, 
indusive, the office was under the charge of die late eortimiaBoni»r 
D. V. Bell; who, at the expiration of this period, (dosed up lihe 
business, so &r as be bimself ipas officially concerned. Yet, this 
report, it will be seen, is nevertheless, made out for the whole fiscal 
year, in the same manner as though there had been no change of 
officers, with the exception of the ''statement of receipts and Baa^ 
bursements," where the amounts received and paid over by Judge 
Bell, are, so ftor as the various funds are concerned, mentioned in 
the gross. 

Of the $00;;OOC acres of land, granted by Congress to the state, 
for internal improvement purposes, there yet remains unsold 252,- 
156 94-100 acres. But 492,504 41-100 of the said 500,000 acres 
have, as yet been reported by the commissioner of the general land 
office, as selected and approved. Of the latter amount there has 
been sold, up to November 30, 1846, 247,843 06-100 atjres. Lea- 
ving a balance thereof unsold, and now subject to entry, of 244,- 
661 35-100 acres. And the amount yet to be brought into mark- 
et is 7,495 59-100 acres. Making the whole amount unsold to be, 
as above mentioned, 252,156 94-100 acres. 

Of the cuiet lands described in this office, in which the state held 
an interest of 28,172 41 dollars, there has been sold of said inter- 
est to the amount of 4,585 62 dollars ; leaving a balance unsold, 
belonging to tiie state, of 23,586 77 doUars. 

Of the 44,416 31-100 acres, selected, of university lands, there 
has been sold, after deducting all forfeitures, 18,424 21-100 acres; 
leaving now unsold 25,992 10-100 acres. 

.The whcde quantity of primary school lands is not known. The 
aMTOunt sold, after deducting all forfeitures, is 75,947 acres. 



Aj^ng thecfltufies Utai hate tendedto prasireiit tiie iumI apeum 
of sales of internal iaxpeefvtmmt lands, finr the past yeksr, mof be 
Yddtofied die metoatfsd Talue of laod wai i n ao s ^ and^die complelioxi, 
m an earlier period, by reqakvmfluts of laur, of die sales of aUthe 
pre-empdoB elaiins* But ^ugh die addidon of &eni.&xty t^ fUtj 
per cent, to the value of the tandl warranss^ has^ aA^oted, laaitmally^ 
die ai^io%mt of sito, it hae, at die same dmev^operated to Imaf about 
m more wholescnne state of bomness, by lessening the objbots of 
the speculator, and thereby biingii^ tbo lan^ move genef8% into 
the hands of actual setders. 

The same canses have operated to retard die sales of Ae irai* 
versity landis. Yet the sales dhit are made win be more likety to 
be permanent, and the annual revenue of interest from the unpaadt 
principal, consequendy, more certain, as die lands are purchased 
more for improvement, and less for speculation. But vrhile the 
amount of sales has been less, the interest and aviolable nett in^ 
come to the appropriate fund is, from this office, yearly increasing. 

But the sales of primary school lands, being made for money or 
state scrip, could not be thus affected. iThey have, in fact, been 
even greater than die sales of last year, by over 15000. And yet 
they have been somewhat lessened, in andcipadon of the reduction 
in the price, promised by the revised statutes of last winter. If the 
minimum price of said school lands should be raised again to five 
dollars per aci^, by die revised statutes, before that l&w shall have 
taken effect, and be continued at that price, we diink die interest 
of diat fund would be thereby essentially promoted. 

It was much to have been hoped that Congress would, ere this, 
have passed a law authorizing die sale, by this state, of the sak 
spring lands. Any action of die legislature by which the passage 
of such an act may be facilitated will hasten die desired revenne 
dierefiom to the general fund. 

Pursuant to die provisions of Act No. 68, approved April 9di, 
1844, the supervisors of Kent county have built and fhnshed a 
bridge across the Grand River, at Grand Rapids, within die time 
specified by said act, which exceeds in cost the price of the six 
thousand a<^res of land appropriated by said act fi>r the construct* 
ion of said bridge, as duly certified hj die commissioner of iatenir* 
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al impxcTement We hhre, therefore, upon appficotion of jsaid 
tupenrisorsy issued certificates for said lands. 

When the usual time had ani^d for adverting for «de at aucs- 
tiou, the lands forfeited to the state hy the non-payment of moneys 
due last Mardiy I found the amount forfeited to he so much less 
than that of last yeari and there being a probabiltty that most of 
that amount would be redeemed by the first of October, and aa it 
would become necessary to offer all the primary school lands for 
sale at auction in the spring, before bringing them into market at 
private sale, at the reduced price contemplated by the revised 
statutes, I was of the opinion that the advantage to be gained to 
the school fund, from bringing into market, for so short a period^ 
the few pieces, if any, that might not be redeemed, woxild not pay 
the expense of advertising. All but fifieen pieces were redeemed. 
A list of which I have hereunto annexed, that the public may 
know that they will not be in market until advertised. 

In accordance with the provisions of law, I gave public notice^ 
that on the 22d of June last, I should offer to lease, at public auc- 
tion, to .the highest bidder, in the city of Detroit, the school Icmds 
in the mineral region of Lake Superior. But when the time had 
arrived, the money market was so close^ and the copper fever had 
so much subsided, that there remained no probability of their 
leasing for anymore than the four per cent, of the mineral raised. 
And as the leases would put the lands out of the control of the 
state for three years, and, in some instances, come into collision 
wiUi those of the general government, which might create some 
commotion among the miners without a probability of any essen« 
tiai revenue to the state, I thought it best to postpone the leasing 
indefinitely, or until we should become better acquainted as to 
their value. In the meantime the more particular surveys would 
be being returned, whereby we should be the better prepared to 
describe them as to fractions or otherwise. It is a question of ex- 
pediency^ not of rights that has governed our course in this matter. 
Of the right of Michigan to the control of those lands, there can 
be no doubt. But believing that the legislature, in passing the act, 
authorizing their being leased at auction, had reason, from the 
state of copper stocks at the time, to contemplate an advanced ca^ 
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rent^ and as such rent was, at the time proposed for leasing, out of 
the question, I thought it my duty, all things considered, to mUkB 
the postponement mentioned. 

Upon an examination of the revised statutes of last winter,, rela* 
tive to public lands, I find that section No. 2, of chapter No. 60, 
of title No. 12, provides that the interest that shall become due 
upon the sales of lands made under that law, shall be payable on 
the first day of January, or within sixty days thereafter; while the - 
interest &om sales previously made, is payable on the first day of 
March, or within sixty days thereafter. Although there may be 
some reasons why it might have been better, in the first place, to 
have had the interest payable on the first of January rather than 
the first of March, yet, at this stage of the business of this office, ^ 
any alteration of the time for the payment pf the interests will cre- 
ate much confusion, misunderstanding and trouble to the people 
interested, and, no doubt, injury to the school fund. For, if there 
be two periods for receiving interest, neither vrill be well under- 
stood. An if a period be fixed, other than the pnp actually ex- 
pressed and conditioned in the certificate of purchase which a man 
has in his pocket, he vriU not understand it. Indeed, it would be 
difficult, if not impossible, to make the matter so understood, as to 
bring the business into any thing like an orderly operation. Were 
the debtors all jEipprized of the matter, and understood it, they 
might consent to the alteration, by having the privilege of postpon- 
ing their March payment till January. But as this would del^y 
for one season the usual distribution of school money among die 
district^, it would be impracticable. As. section 5, of said. chapter 
60, provides that the interest, upon certian sales n^de prior to 
March 1S42, be paid on the first of Januaiy, we infer that the 
framers of the law contemplated but one period in the year fi>r 
the payment of interest. And it is quite obvious that there should 
be but one, in order that there may be but one time of forfeitures, 
one time for advertising, &c. And as there are some thousands of 
individuals now 'indebted, who know the present law, and have a 
right to continue to pay their interest according; to it, many of 
whom, under any circumstances, will, no doubt, do 90 ; we would 

most respectfully suggest, for your consideration^ the proprie^ of 
2 



\ 
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so amending the revised statutes as to accord with the presv^^f^^^*- 
in this particular. 

Section 59 of said chapter 60 provides that ** Whenever an orig- 
inal certificate of purchase shall have been issued by the commis- 
sioner for a quarter section or more, he may, in his discretion, 
upon the surrender of such certificate, issue a new certificate for 
each smaller legal sub-division included in such original purchase,, 
not being less than one-fourth of a quarter section, if, in his opin- 
ion, no injury will result therefrom " Presuming that the legisla-- 
ture may not be aware of the state of things in this particular, we^ 
would remark that there are numerous instances in the state, where 
persons have purchased a piece of land, made the first payment, 
sold forty or eighty acres, and are desirous that we should take 
back the old and give new certificates, open new accounts, and 
thereby relieve them from the responsibility of paying for the lands* 
they have sold. To reach the cases of all who desire such relief^ 
a general law, for lands of all descriptions, would be requisite. 
The poor man who has purchased eighty acres, and been obliged 
to sell forty of that, is as deeply interested in such relief as he who 
has purchased his section. Were it truly practical and wholesome 
policy to extend such universal relief, it would be truly gratifying 
to the feelings of every lover of his neighbor, to see a general law 
to that effect. But such a law, it will be readily seen, would open 
a wide door for fraud, lead the business into perplexity, and great- 
ly increase the expenses of this office. Once make the state liable 
to become a creditor, and to open an account for an unlimited pe- 
riod, with any or every person who has purchased, or may hereaf- 
ter purchase a piece of land of any of the thousands of debtors, 
now in our books, and others that may be added to the list, and 
the accounts and business will be greatly multiplied and confused, 
without increasing the sales of the lands. And how many poor 
pieces of land, that are now well sold, would, through these sub- 
divisions and changes of responsibility, be finally lost to the state ; 
and what would be the condition of the business afler a few years 
spent in the constant surrender of old certificates and the multipli- 
cation of accounts from accounts, none can well determine who are 
not somewhat familiar with the business of this office. Such relief 
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is called for from all quarters, and f6r pieces of land of all sizes—- 
even down to village lots. I have thought it my duty, thus to hint 
at some of the evils which would result from a multiplication of Ac- 
counts from the lands already sold ; not, howevei*, for the edifica- 
tion of the legislature, nor vnih any fear that it would pass any such 
general act. But it is for the consideration of the persons who de- 
sire such relief, that they may, thereby, be persuade^ to abandon 
all hope or intention of seeking it by petitions to the legislature for 
the passage of special acts; as, by reflection, they yrill see that, if 
such a law be good, it should be general; if bad, not acted upon. 
And being republicans, they will ask for '^ no exclusive privileges." 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ABIEL SILVER, Cam. 
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List cf Ijandijwfeked Oct, Ist, 1846, and which wU not he in market 
Mlofferedfor sale alpylhlic auctionfOfuMch duenoHcevfiU he given 

through the prm : 



JSlxid of Laodg, 


Oertlf. Dewriptton.' 


Sec T. 


R. 


Acres. 


Primary Sfebool. 


707 


8 e J of neqr, 


16 


4S 


2E 


40 ■ 


do 


713 


n w J of B e J 


16 


4 " 


2 ** 


40 


do 


762 


e J of lot 13 of 8 w^, 


16 


6 « 


6 w 


2.50 


do 


1048 


w J of 8 w i, 


16 3 •? 


9 <* 


60 


do 


1377 


n w 4 of n w 4, 


16 


3 •* 


4 " 


40 


do 


1378 


n e qr of n w qr, 


16 


3 " 


4 '* 


40 


do 


1386 


8 } of n w i, 


16 


7 " 


17 « 


80 


do 


1445 


8wi, 


16 


3 " 


4 " 


160 


do 


1610 


n w J of n e J, 


16 


7 " 


3 " 


40 


do 


1612 


n e J of 8 w J, 


16 


2 " 


9E 


40 


do 


1622 


n w J of 8 e J, 


16 


2 " 


3 " 


40 


do 


1689 


e J of 8 e J, 


16 


1 " 


2 " 


80 




682.50 


University, 


383 


Lot 14 of n e J, 


27 


2 S 


6w 


12 


State Building, 


25 


n e J of n w fr. J, 


20 


8N 


16 w 


31.60 
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Annual Report of the Commissoiners of Internal Im- 
provement. 

Internal Improvsjment Office, ) 
« Detroit^ December^ 7th, 1846. J 

7b the Hanarahle, the Senate and House 

of Representatives of the State of Michigan : 

In conformity with the requiremenis of law, the Board of Inter- 
nal Improvement most respectfully present to your honorable 
bodies their annual report, which follows : 

The sale of the Central Rail Road haying been finaUy consum- 
mated and the Southern Rail Road partially sold, it becomes unne- 
cessary for us to suggest anything for their continuance and man- 
agement. We, therefore, shall only embrace within this report 
the business operations of the board. 

The late acting commissioner's term of ofEce having expired 
upon the 20th April last, the present incumbent assumed the du- 
ties devolving upon hun as acting commissioner. 

CENTRAL RAIL ROAD. 

With a view to facilitate the transportation of freight and pas- 
sengers, an examination of the Central Rail Road was caused to 
be made for the purpose of ascertaining its condition, and the re- 
pairs required to enable the board to provide the means of trans- 
portation equal to the demand. 

By this examination it was ascertained that the eastern half o 
this road was in bad repair, and large expenditures were immedi- 
ately required to put the road and machinery in a proper state to 
meet that demand. 

It was dif&cult to determine what course to pursue, in as much 
as the state had agreed to sell the Central Rail Road to an eastern 
1 



\ 
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compapy, and allow to them six months to decide whether they 
would make the purchase and accept the charter granted to them. 

At first it was deemed impolitic to make any expenditures be* 
yond the immediate necessities of the case, €ui any amount exceed- 
ing that would be a disbursement for the sole benefit and use of the 
c ompany, provided they become- the purchasers of the road. 

On the other hand, a lapse of six months might intervene before 
the company determined to purchase, if at all, during which time» 
a large amount of property must be carried over the road, and the 
damage to machinery, cars and freight, which would undoubtedly 
follow, from the bad condition of the track, would exceed the cost 
of repairs. * 

Having thus fully considered the matter, the board determined 
to put the road and machinery in repair, for three reasons : First, 
from motives of economy and necessity : Second, if the state re- 
tained the road it would be in a condition to meet the autumnal 
business : and Third, if the company puixhased the road they 
would be^ enabled to accommodate the public with increased facil- 
ities for transportation, so much desired by the producer and con- 
sumer. 

The course adopted proved to be correct, as the result of the 
earnings of the road from the 20th of April last, up to the time 
when the Central Rail Road became the property of the Michigan 
Centi-al Rail Road Company, will folly illustrate, as well when the 
property of the state, as since it has been managed by the com- 
pany. 

The Central Rail Road was completed to Kalamazoo, so far Sg 
to permit the passage of j cars, on the first day of February last, 
.since which time daily trips have been made to that place. 

The extension of this road to Kalamazoo, beyond Marshall, in- 
creased the amount of receipts for toll to a far greater extent than it 
did the actual quantity of freight and number of passengers, which 
passed over it, for the reason, that the state collected freight for a 
greater distance upon all the property which heretofore had been 
carried from the west to Marshall by wagons and other convey- 
ances for transportation by Rail Road east, and for property reach- 
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ing Marakall from the eoyt b^ the Rail Road, and conveyed thence 
west by teams. 

This extension as well as every other progressive move from Yp- 
silantiy west, establishes the superiority of a long line of Rail Road, 
over a short one. 

By a resolution of the legislature of this state, the Board of In- 
ternal Improvement was authorized to purchase such additional' 
motive power, and provide such additional cars as might be deem- 
ed necessary. 

In accordance with the authority thus vested in them, two loco- 
motives were ordered from the celebrated house of Messrs.Hink- 
ley and Drury, of Boston, and a quantity of axles and driving 
wheels from Messrs. Baldwin & Co., of Philadelphia, with an assu- 
rance from a portion of the corporators, that in the event the cor-, 
porators became the purchasers of the Central Rail Road, they 
would pay for the engines and machinery so contracted and pur- 
chased, as well as the new cars built at Deti'oit, and*in accordance 
with that assurance, they assumed the contracts for the engfines and 
machinery, and paid the state the sum of 7,204,39-100 dollars for 
the new cars and fixtures at Detroit. 

From the date of the last annual report, there has been paid for 
construction of the Central Rail Road, as follows : 
Balance of appropriation for 1845, $7,721 20 

Amount drawn against do for 1846, 23,286 89 

Amount of awards by Board of State Auditors, 519 45 

Iron bonds paid by the Michigan Central Rail Road 

Company, $113,500 16 

$145,027 70 



The amount appropriated in 1846, was $25,000 00 

Expended as above stated, 23,286 89 

Leaving an unexpended balance of $1,713 11 

All the indebtedness for construction of Central Rail Road whe- 
ther for materials furnished or labor performed has been paid, as 
fax as ascertained and presented. 

The following communication from the State Treasurer, was re- 
ceived by the Acting Commissioner : 
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State Treasurer's Otficb, ) 
Detroit, Sep. 23, 1846. t 

Hon. John P. Porter, 

Acting Commimaner'qf Internal Imjfravement : 
This is to certify that the company incorporated for the purchase 
of the Central Rail Road, have duly organized under the provis- 
ions of the chiyter, and having paid the first instalment of $500,- 
000 into the treasury, are now entitled to be placed in full posses- 
sion of the road and its appurtenances, in accordance with the 
. provisions of the act approved March 28th, 1846. 

Yours, respectfiilly, 

GEO. B. COOPER, 

StcUe Treasurer. 
The Michigan Central Rail Road Company having complied 
with the provisions of the charter thus far, the Board of Internal 
Improvement did, on the 24th September, 1846, transfer to the- 
Hon. Erastus Corning, D. D. Williamson and J. W. Brooks, Esqs. 
acting for, and in behalf of the Michigan Central Rail Road Com- 
pany, full and legal possession of the Central Rail Road, engines, 
cars and machinery, thereunto attached and belonging, as contem- 
plated by the act incorporating said company, approved March 
28th, 1846. 

The receipts of the Central Rail Road from 1st December, 1845, 
to 24th September, 1846, were as follows: 

For passengers, $89,283 62 

For freight, 132,147 00 

For U. S. mail, 8,013 29 

For old iron, &c., 10,219 92^ 



Total, $239,663 73^ 

The receipts from 24th Sept. to 1st December, 1846, 

the amount of which was. politely furnished by J. 

W. Brooks, Esq., are 99,550 83 

Total earnings of road for fiscal year, $339,214 56 

It will be thus perceived that this road has earned an amount 
equal to the expectations and predictions of its warmest supporters 
and friends. 
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The Central Rail Road has paased into the hands of the corpo- 
ratorBy and although the state has disposed of ^ne of the most im- 
portant thoroughfares in our country, atill, we are induced to be- 
lieve that in the hands of the company, known for their high re- 
spectability, wealth and enterprise, Michigan will receive lasting 
, benefits by the continuation and completion of the Central Rail 
Road to Lake Michigan, thereby securing the travel and business 
of the Great West, which hitherto has gone by and around our 
Peninsula. 
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StatemaUihmDmgthen^earnimgiqf the Central Rail Road from (he 
Jirst December, 1845, to 2ith September, 1846, (ifter paying all ex- 
penses Jbr opercUmg said Road, 

Paid State Treaflorer, » $65,000 00 

do iron bonds and iron acc% 29,996 56 

do iron acc't., S. R. R,, 1,604 37 

do locomotives S. R. R., 92 52 

do construction, 232 17 

Estimated due for transporting U. S. mail, 2,500 00 

Cash on hand, 5,508 24 



Total, $104,933 84 

The earnings of the Mich. C. R. R. Company from 
24th Sept. to Dec. Ist, as before shown, $99,550 83 

Expenses for same time as per statement 

of J. W. Brooks, Esq., 28,591 24 

Showing nett earnings to be $70,959 59 

Which shows the total nett earnings of the road for 
the fiscal year, to be $175,893 43 
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Diabvarsemmts, of Receipts, as follows : 

At Detroit, $3,618 22 

" Dearborn, 860 55 

" Wayne, 839 94 

« Ypsilanti, 1,66.4 66 

« Ann Arbor, 1,578 27 

« Dexter, 949 27 

" Davison's, 739 97 

« Grass Lake, 813 87 

« Jackson, 1,067 42 

*' Gidley's, ' 859 66 

« Albion, 927 84 

" MarshaU, 1,548 11 

« Batl e Creek, 1,425 48 

" Galesburg, 652 21 

" Kalamazoo, 1,363 18 

For damages and animals killed, $1,264 66 

" freight and passenger trains, 9,266 47 

oil account, 4,J^64 

wood, 8,H^ 16 

pay of engineers, 7,695 75 

repairs of road, 42,302 01 

<* « " machinery and cars, 34,583 06 



it 



$18,906 65 



107,388 75 



it 

u 
tt 



building cars, $19,719 80 

construction, 232 17 

i^ account C. R. R., 29,996 56 

locomotive do 2,289 44 

" state treasurer, 65,000 00 

" iron account S. R. R., 1,604 37 

** locomotive do 92 50 

^ 118,934 84 

Total, $245,230 24 
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The following is an account current with Mr. Samuel Stone, se- 
cretary to the Board, and the Board of Internal Improvement : 

DR. 

Cash on hand, balance fiom last report, $1,074 75 

Received for freight, 131^,147 00 

" " passengers, 89,283 52 

" " transporting U. S. Mail, 8,013 29 

" « old iron, 3,015 53 

" from Mich. C. R. R. Co. for machinery, &c., 7,804 39 

Scrip hypothecated returned, 10,000 00 

Total, $250,738 48 

CR. 

Paid expenses at stations, $18,906 65 

" " of runnning road, 30,503 68 

" repairs of road, 42,302 01 

** for machinery and can, 34,583 06 

«* building cars, 19,719 80 

'* iron account Central & Southern R. Roads, 31,600 93 

** construction and locomotive account, 2,614 11 

" state treasurer^ 65,000 00 

Cash on hand to bal^Dce, 5,508 24 



^ 

^fw 



Total, ^^ $250,738 48 



• 
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%e JhHotoing stai 
toheat transtported 
temher, 1846. 



From, 



Kalamazoo. 

do. 
CoBostocky 
Cralesburgh, 
Satde Creek, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Ceresco Mills, 
Emerald do. 
Marshall, 
do. 
do. 
do., 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Marengo, 
Albion, 
do. 
do. 
Bath Mills, 
Concord, 

do. 
Newburgh, 
Gidleys, 
do. 
do. 
do. 



c^j^, 



Jac 

doT 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Michigan Centre. 
Leoni, 

do. 
« do. 
Grass Lake^ 



To. 



Dexter, 
Detroit, 

do. 

do. 
Marshall, 
Gidley's, 
Ann Arbor, 
Detroit, 

do. 

do. 
Gidley's, 
Jackson, 
Davison's, 
Dexter, . 
Ann Arbor, 
Wayne, 
Detroit, 

do. 
Gidley's, 
Ann Arbor, 
Detroit, 

do. 

do. 
Ypsilanti, 
Detroit, 
Ypsilanti, 
Delhi, 
Geddes', 
Detroit, 
Grass Lake, 
Davison's, 
Dexter, 
Ann Arbor, 
Ypsilanti, 
Detroit, 

do. 
Ypsilanti, 
Geddes', 
Detroit, 
Delhi, 



Ko.bbls Flour. 


No. Hm. wheat 


1 




8,379 




981 




430 




1 




29 




36 


7,942 


14,925 


28,052 


5,144 




2,765 




3 




* 




1 




1 


865 


9 


34,040 


2 




15,354 


54,790 





13,326 


2 







54,750 


2(L?86 
l!637 


36,087 


3,106 







10,850 


4,945 







343,600 





75,080 





20,045 


485 


78,530 


1 




31 







85,200 


10 


731,557 





412,583 


10,650 


754,608 


2,803 







45,000 





8,790 


280 


44,412 





5,166 
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From. 


To. 


No bbli. Floor 


|No.lbf. Wbett. 


^€rTas8 Lake, 


Ypsilanti, 




250,043 


do. 


Geifdes*, 




331,725 


do. 


Detroit, 


-.261 


18,960 


Francisco, 


Ypsilanti, 




148,883 


do. 


Detroit. 


252 




Dexter. 


Ann Arbor, 


9 




do. 


Detroit, 


19,036 




Scio, 


do. 


3,915 




Delhi, 


do. 


7,507 




Farmer's Mills, 


do. 


1,518 




Ann Arbor, 


Ypsilanti, 
Wayne, 


3 




do. 


1 




do. 


Detroit, 


18,047 




Geddes, 


do. 


5,657 


. 


Ypsilanti, 


Wayne, 


4 




do. 


Dearborn, 


i 




do. 


Detroit, 


30,772 




Wayne, 


do. 
3tal , 


143 




T 


180,423 
Bus] 


8,594,884 


«^ ' 


ere reached the ci 


^■^^ ■ ^^ ^^ ^m ■ ^^ ^^ Jb 


• 


li 59.914 24-60 


Of the above th 


*y 




of Detroit, 




180;27fi 


) 979,352 



Bush. 16.322 32-60 
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Th^fMowmg tihcwgihedifiiBreiUariic^ the Centrdl Rail 

Road, East and West, €ind the amowUreceivedJar each. 



ArtidM. 


Coming Eart. Going West 


ToteL } Total Baoe^tL 


Flour, 

Whiskey, - - . - 

Pork 

Salt 

Beer 

Cider, 

Fish ' 

Wheat, 

Agriculture . . 
Merchandize . 

Ashes, 

Vehicles, .... 

Wool, 

Lumber, ...... 

Shingles, 

Animals, 


180,423 

1,149 
661 

« « • • 

115 

11 

2 

3,594,884 

2,719,673 

963,046 

565,590 

16,442 

196,652 

29,383 

360 

5 


240 

« • • • 

4,793 
180 
273 
353 

1,649,914 
8,241,867 

77,491 

150 

66,226 

1,065 

5 


180,423b]s. 
1,389 " 
661 « 
4,793 « 
295 " 
384 " 
355 « 
3,594,8841bs. 
4,369,587 " 
9,204,913 " 
565,590 " 
93,933 « 
196,802 « 
95,609 fe't 
1,425 M. 
10 No 


$77,613 68 

1,023 81 

361 14 

2,654 62 

165 12 

197 94 

215 81 

6,613 68 

8,824 81 

31,319 93 

1,162 97 

596 94 

487 92 

284 26 

579 59 

44 79 




$132,147 00 



West. 

24,320^ 



No. of Passengers Travding, 
East. 
22,212 



Total received. 
$89,283 52 
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Invmtory of property m ike Internal Improvement Office, 



3 writing desks, 

4 do tables, 

4 book and paper cases, . 
2 stoves and fixtiires, 
1 wash stand and basin, 
1 double iron safe, 
8 cbairs, 

8 maps, U. S., Michigan, City 
of Detroit, and 5 Co. maps, 
Ledgers, journals, day-books, 
Vouchers, 
Profiles, &c. &c. 



7 brass candle sticks, 
1 tumbler, 
1 water pot^ 
1 broom, 

1 duster and dust pan, 

2 water pails, 
1 clock, 
Stationaries, 
Revised Statutes, and 
Session Laws of Mich, com- 
plete. 
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SOUTHERN aAIL ROAD. 

The incorporators of the Southern Rail Road have paid into 
the treasury of the state the sum of ten thousand dollars, and will 
probably pay the balance of the remaining instalment of forty thou- 
sand dollars previous to the time limited by the act of incorpora- 
tion. 

The Board of Internal Improvement ordered from the celebra- 
ted works of M. W. Baldwin, Esq., Philadelphia, a locomotive for 
the Southern Rail Road, and the incoporators of said road enter- 
ed into a contract to pay for the same, provided they became the 
purchasers of the road, and also agreed to pay the value of the 
new cars. 

The following statement wiQ show the amount charged to con- 
struction for the Southern Rail Road and Tecumseh Branch: 
Appropriation to Messrs. Smith, Williams & Ketch- 

um, per act No. 79 of 1846, $3,739 62 

Amount paid under second section of above act in 

land warrants, 1,782 06 

Amount paid iron bonds, received in payment Cen- 
tral Rail Road, 14,426 94 
And this amount awarded by the board of state 

auditors, 1,872 00 

• 

Total, <21,820 62 

For further information in relation to the business of this road 
for the fiscal year, you are respectfully referred to the report of J. 
H. Cleveland, Esq., Superintendent of the Southern Rail Road, 
hereto appended. 
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3b ^ H&noraile the Board of latemal Improvement : ' 
The undersigned has the honor to report that the receipts on the 

Southern Rail Road for the year ending November 30, 1846, 

were, for 

Freight and passengers, jf86,428 99 

Cash received on account of transportation of U. S. 
mail, 1,698 26 

Balance on hand Nov, 30, 1845, 267 05 



The following are the expenditure^ and disbursements for the 
current year : 
Repairs of road, 
Building and repairs of cars and locomotives, 

Running expenses. 
Pay of engineers and firemen, 



Wood, 




Oil, 




Monroe Depot, 


Ida Station, 




Petersburgh 


Station, 


Palmyra 


do 


Adrian 


do 


Clayton 


do 


Hiidaon 


do 


Pittsburgh 


do 


HiUsdale 


do 



Freight and passenger train. 
Construction, . 

Do of Tecumseh branch, 
Tecumseh Station, 
Junction do 

Carred forward. 



188,394 3i 


nents for the 


#27,311 54 
18,712 64 

4 


4,975 30 
2,925 38 
1,475 07 
2,566 71 
360 70 


466 


04 


581 


34 


1,772 

276 


40 
19 


281 


22 


232 


77 


1,050 

2,710 

459 


98 
53 
89 


162 


66 


418 


97 


207 


19 



$66,947 52 
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Brought forward, 966,947 52 

Cash paid into the sinking fnnd, 12,736 00 

Cash on deposit in bank to pay for locomotive, &c., 6,947 3$ 
Amount paid on account of finishmg and completing 
Tecumseh Branch Station, well house, and for 

right of way, chargeable to construction, 1,007 80 

Caah on hand, 756 60 



The nett proceeds are as follows as near as can be estimated: 
Paid to sinking fond, 
On deposit in bank, 

Advanced on acc't of Tecumseh Branch, 
Paid on construction S. R. R. and Branch, 
One new passenger car complete. 
Estimated value of cars not completed, 
17 new freight cars complete, each $260, 
One extra sett of driving wheels. 
Three do do do tires. 
Freight paid on new locomotive, 
Paid on old debts, (Morrison's claims,) 
Balance of cash on hand, * 

Do for mail services for current year. 



$88,394 30 


estimated: 
$12,736 00 


6,947 38 


1,007 80 


622 55 


900 00 


950 00 


4,420 00 


602 00 


473 41 


671 37 


884 50 


755 60 


1,301 74 


$32,172 35 



Respectfiilly submitted. 

(Signed,) J. H. CLEVELAND, 

Sup't Southern Rail Road, 
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Inventory of 'Property on the Southern Rail Road. 



970 cords wood. 
6000 feet square timber. 
1200 ties. 

1400 feet sawed timber and rails. 
18 hand saws, 3 X do. 
7 wood do and 15 tie do. 
4 stoves in Ware -houses. 
30 shovels and 10 spades. 
86 kegs spikes. 
7 snow drags. 
4 cars for timber and 2 dirt do 



25 spike hammers. 
24 claw bars. 

9 drills, 2 adzes. 

2 axes, 19 pick do. 
ISxjaiit hooks. 
17 chalk lines. 
17 cold chissels. 
16 spike sets. 

2 augurs. 

2 grind stones. 



In Car Shop at Monroe in charge of R, Livingston, 



63 covered freight cars. 
3 passenger do 

1 do (one third built.) 
3 8 wheel racks. 

2 4 do do 

6 moulding planes. 
15 augurs, 1 lamp. 
2 hand saws. 
2 oil and varnish jugs. 



7700 feet pine, ash and cherry 

lumber. 

7 work benches. 
10 saw do 
170 patterns. 

1 cupboard case. 

1 glue kettle. / 

1 stove. 

1 screw wrench. 
1 1 150 lbs nails. 
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In charge of Jr. Scrantom,jr., 

5 locomotives. 

6 punch bars. 
56 wrenches. 

7 hammers, 6 spike do. 
5 coper do, 9 chissels. 

4 boxes for sand. 
17 cans, 8 globe lamps. 

5 log chains, 6 pails. 

6 shovels, 3 small bells. 
2 wrought iron centre pins. 

68 comer bands for cars. 
32 «tirups for springs. 
a lot of scrap iron. 
260 bars rail road iron. 

6 new tires for driving wheels. 

1 pair tank wheels. 

2 do truck do 3 do small. 

2 bbls lard, 1 do oil. 

8 lard bbls 16 splint brooms. 
467 bolts, 3 small boxes. 

1 pair driving wheels. 
1 crank axle. 

3 water cisterns. 
1 jack, 1 lamp. 
1 oil jug, 1 locomotive lamp. 
.1 tin lamp, 3 globe do. 

1 gallon measure. 

2 wood saws, 1 axe. 
1 large oil can. 



Superintendent of Machinery., 

1460 lbs old steel. 
8585 old castings. 

3 shaves, 9 files. 
18 new springs. 

1 desk, 1 iron square. 

1 soldering iron. 

1 coal rake and bin. 

1 set oftools for cleaning boilV 

1 bolt box, 1 iron rack, 1 tun- 
nel. 

1 horse and harness. 
5529 lbs new castings. 

247 brass boxes, 155 old brass. 

2 setts blacksmith tools. 
1200 lbs iron. 

8000 steel springs. 
1 lathe, 27 lathe tools» 

1 drill stock, 10 drillsr 

3 boiler hammers. 
20 flue tools. 

2 papers of rivits. 

3 screw vices, 1 pail. 
1 stove and pipe. 

1 grindstone. 
11 wrenches, 3 pumps. 

4 screw plates. 

9 setts of dies, 5b taps.. 
3 tap wrenches. 
50 cords wood. 
100 bushels coal. 



Inventory of Property at Monroe Office. 



1 writing desk, 3 tables. 
8 chairs, 4 candle sticks. 
1 pair snuffers, 2 pails, 1 clock- 

1 wash bowl, 2 tumblers. 

2 spittoons, 2 stoves and pipes. 

2 pr shovels and tongs. 

1 long table with drawers. 

3 pocket books, 2 brooms. 
1 counter brush. 



1 U. S. Map, 1 do Mich. 
J ream way bills. 

J ream writing paper. 

2 day books, 2 freight do. 

1 blotter do, 2 passenger do. 
1 journal and ledger. 

3 rules, 2 stamps. 

1 oil jug, 1 do can. 
II 1 copper lard can. 
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Inventory of Property at Adrian. 



1 black walnut table. 
1 desk, 2 tin candle sticks. 
1' large table with drawers. 
^ ink stands. 



5 chairs, 1 stove. 

1 pr shovel and tongs. 

1 sand box. 



Invmtiory of Property at Hillsdale, 



1 horse and hames, 3 stoves and 

pipe. 
1 writing desk and case. 
6 chairs, 2 candle sticks. 
24 gallons oil. 



2 ink stands, 1 clock, 
1 ash pail, 1 sand box. 
1 broom, 1 pair tongs. 
1 water pot. 



[No. 4- 



s. 
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CLINTON AND KALAMAZOO CANAL. 

Resolution No. 139, approved May 15th, 1846, authorized the 
Board of Internal Improvement to expend the sum of $3000 in 
land warrants, in making such repairs upon this canal as were ab- 
solutely necessary to preserve the work from further dilapidation, 
until such times as the said canal could be leased. 

The condition of this work at the time was such that it could 
not be leased or made use of in finy way. 

The chief engineer was directed to examine the line and report 
to the board the extent and cost of the repairs necessary. 

This service was performed by him, and the whole cost of re- 
pairs to put the canal in navigable order from Utica to Mt. Clemens, 
estimated at $1,707 20. 

In conformity with said repoit the board directed Mr. Shook, 
the Superintendent, to execute the said work, and also to make 
the necessary repairs between Rochester and Utica, which has 
been done within the amount of the appropriation. 

The chief engineer estimates that it will require $2,500 in cash 
to make the canal navigable between Rochester and Utica. 

Joint Resolution No. 20, approved April 23d, 1846, authorizing 
the board to lease the canal and surplus waters, has been complied 
with on their part, so far as advertising for proposals, but no bids 
were received. 

For further particulars, the board respectfully refer you to the 
report of the superintendent, herewith submitted. 



CLINTON AND KALAMAZOO CANAL. ' 

To the Han, i/te Board of IrUemal ImproveTnent : 

The Superintendent of the Clinton and Kalamazoo Cemal, would 
respectfully report, that the locks between Mt. Clemens and Utica 
have been, thoroughly repaired and are no\^ in navigable order*; 
and that the locks between Utica and Rochei^r have been placed 
in a condition to admit their being used as feeders, and are at pre- 
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sent in as good a state of preservation as possible without under- 
going thorough and peifect repair. 

To preserve them from further dilapidation they should be 
placed in good navigable order, otherwise they will soon require 
to be entirely rebuilt. 

Three of the six miles of the north bank of the Clinton river, 
have been suiEciently cleared for a towing path. 

Agreeable to an existing contract, water was furnished to the 
flouring mill of Messrs. Chapel & Price, at Utica, on the 1st of 
August last, since which time ihere has been no interruption to a 
full supply. 

Applications have been received for the surplus waters at Frede- 
rick, and between that point and Utica. 

The canal was firat placed in navigable order between Mt Cle- 
mens and Utica, on the Ist November last, since which date there 
has been transported, as follows : 
To Mt. Clemens, 2260 bbls. flour, 
" « " 45 " whiskey, 

" " " 80,000 ft. lumber, 

" " " 16,500 lbs. merchandize. 

Tolls received, $43,42 

The canal being navigable as faras Utica will increase the busi- 
ness the coming year, but the amount will be small in proportion 
to what it would be if it were navigable to Rochester. 



Invoice ofjpr<yperty under my charge hebongmg to the State, 

1 Leveling Instrument with stand and Box, 

1 Leveling Rod with Target, 

1 Gunters' Chain, 

3 Field Books, 

1 Tape Line. 

Valued at $94 00, 

DAVID SHOOK, 

Sti(pH Clinton and Kalamazoo Canal. 

Mt. Clemens, O^ of Sup' t, December Ist, 1846. 
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Statement of Expenditures on Clinton and Kalamazoo Canal, 
Paid on awards by Board of State Auditors, $666 65 

Amount drawn under act 139, 1846, 2,999 73 

do do. do, do. 27, 1845, 3,796 33 



Total, $7,472 71 
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ST. JOSEPH RIVER. 

The stage of water having been low, the last season was favora- 
ble for the improvement of this river. 

The plan pursiied for improving this important stream, was by 
the erection of wing dams thrown outinto the river sufficiently, far 
to contract it at shoal places, thereby deepening the chnnnel. This 
mode had the desired effect. 

At places where rocks and snags obstructed the passage of the 
river, their removal was found necessary and beneficial, and al^ 
obstructions of tl^skind have been removed as fai' as the work has 
progressed. 

Watering portions of two states, as does the St. Joseph, every 
consideration requires that it should attract the favorable notice of 
the Legislature, as it not only affords the means of transportation 
of the surplus of a fertile portion of our own state, but also is the 
channel through which a larg^ amount of the products of northern 
Indiana finds its way to a market. A statement showing the com- 
merce of this river is annexed. 

If the improvement of the St. Joseph river is deemed of suffi- 
cient importance to the State, a small appropriation in addition to 
the balance on hand unexpended, might be profitably, if judici- 
ously, expended. 

There remained a balance on hand unexpended December Ist 

1845, * $11,975 06 

Amount drawn under Act 41, 1843, $566 72 

Do do do 57, 1844, 3,801 14 

4,367 86 



Leaving an unexpended balance of $7,607 20 
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Inventory qfjproperty belonging to the State, in charge of George Red- 

jidd^ Esq. 



1 snag boat, 

3 polesy 

1 pair of rock hooks, 

1 drum snag saw, 
Quntity of old iron, 

12 table plates, 

2 butter do 
9 tea cups, . 
8 saucers, 

7 bowls, 

1 ^ustard bottle, 

1 pepper pot, 
6 coils line, 

2 wood blocks, 

2 iron do 

' 1 crosscut saw, 

3 chains, 

1 salt cellar, 

1 can, 

2 tin pails, 

1 market basket, 
Igimblet, 
1 iron square, 
6 pieces of line, 
1 grind stone, 



1 rake, 

2 iron shives, 

1 set pile driver irons, 
10 poles, 

1 scoop, 

2 iron bars, 
22 blankets, 

1 pitcher, 

1 tea canister, 
tM knives, 

8 forks, 
14 spoons, 

1 coffee pot, 

1 tea pot, 
5 tin pans, 

2 lamps, 

2 stoves, 

1 hand saw, 
1 chisel, 

3 augers, 

4 pairs rock hooks, 
7 sockets, 

4 axes, 
10 bed ticks. 



Inventory of jproj^erty in charge of Thomm L, Acker , Esq., of Vmon 

City. 

1 scow, containing 1 crane, 



1 capson, 
1 hawser, 
1 grappling iron. 



5 setting poles, 
3 shovels, 

1 axe, 

6 blankets, and some dishes. 
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The following exhibits the ammmt ofEo^^orts and 
of St. Joseph^ Mich., from Sq/C Ist^ 1845, t» 



Imports at the Port 
Sept. 1st, 1846* 





EXPORTS. 


1 


Articlet. 


Quantity. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Whaat, 


263,645^ bush 


Flour, 


129,338 bbls. 


Com, 


7,773 " 


Provisions, 


2,387 " 


Oafs, 


1,500 « 


Sundries, 


714 •' 


Wool, 


33 bales. 


Whiskey, 


2,721 casks. 


Rags, 


60 " 


Beans, 


70 " 


Pig iron & cast- 




Linseed oil. 


65 « 


ings. 


510 tons. 


Dry hides. 


781 hides. 


Pine shingles, 


325 M. 


Furs, 


74 packs. 


Staves, 


100 M. 


Wood, 


3,000 cords. 


Lumber, 


1,500,000 feet 







Merchandize, 
Do. & furniture. 
Salt, 
Plastor, 



3,489,604 lbs. 
2,787 bbls. 
6,412 " 
500 « 



IMPORTS. 

Stone coal. 
Stone & marble, 
Pig iron, 
Grind stones. 



132 tons. 
53 " 
17J " 
14 



u 
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FLINT RIVER. 
Amount drawn under appropriation, act, No. 30, 1844, $299 00. 

« 

All the appropriation has been expended, and there is now due 
Mr. Asahel Johnson the sum of $100, for work done on the river 
by order of the former Board of Internal Improvement 

The legislature, by an act, approved May 4th, 1846, (No. 97,) 
directed the Board of Internal Improvement to advertise and sell 
the engines and other property heretofore used for boring and ex- 
plorating for salt. 

In conformity with the above act, the board sold the following 
property at Grand Rapids : j 

Steam engine and apparatus, $345 00 

Blacksmith's tools — 1 anvil, 1 vice, 2 screw plates 

taps, 1 bellows, 1 sledge hammer, 30 70 

1 can, 2 planes, 2 spades, 36^ lbs. old copper and 

old iron, 4 blankets, 10 48 



$386 18 



Expenses — printing, cartage, &;c., $19 50 

Received cash, part payment, 123 68* 

" two respohsible notes, due Jam. '47, 243 00 



$386 18 



All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN F. PORTER, 
G. O. WHITTEMORE, 
GEORGE B. COOPER, 
Cammimoners qf Internal Bnjprovement, 



*Thifl ixtm paid to Stats Treaearer. 



STATE OF MICHIGAN. 



No. 6. 



LEGISLATURE, 1847. 



Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction. 

Office op the Superintendent op Public Instruction, \ 

Monroe, December 28, 1846. ) 

To the LegidtUure of the State of Michigan : 

In compliance with the requisition of the revised statutes in re* 
lation to public instruction, the Superintendent respectfully submits 
his Second Annual Report, being the Eleventh Annual Report 
from this Department. 

1. Educational Conventions, 

Immediately after the date of his last annual report, the Super- 
intendent, in pursuance of public notice given some time previous* 
ly, entered upon an educational tour, leading through eighteen coun- 
ties of th6 State, embracing, chiefly, the more northern organized 
counties of the Lower Peninsula. The object of this tour vras th^ 
promotion of the cause of Popular Education, by means of hold- 
ing public meetings in the different counties, delivering lectures, 
participating in discussions and co-operating with the Active friends 
of the cause in every possible manner. In shorty by agitating this 
question and causing the public, if possible, to bdieve and feel that 
the only reliable means of perpetuating those priceless institutions 
which cost the blood of our fathers, is the correct physical, int^- ^ 
lectual and moral education of every youth cf£ the State. But lit* 
tie did I hope to see accomplished immediatdy. In this respect, 
my hopes have been exceeded. I expected that this, like all other 
great moral enterprises of' the day which are not exciting in their 
nature, would move slowly at first. But I had learned not to dis* 
pise the day of small things. I had witnessed the rise an*d pro* 

gresfl of the educational reform in another State, and I then believ- 

1 
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ed, as I still do, that we may reasonably hope to achieve what has 
' been accomplished in New York and New England, — and Tn/ore. 
All we have to do is to adapt the means to the end, and difficulties, 
one after another, will disappear, and ere long our brightest hopes 
will be realized. 

At a public meeting which I attended more than a dozen years 
ago, in one of the first counties of the State of New York, for the 
purpose of improving the common schools of that county, there 
were not persons enough in attendance to organize a meeting with- 
out making every individual present an officer. We were not al- 
together disheartened. For a time, it is true, our infant society 
struggled for a doubtful existence. But after the lapse of a few 
years it became an easy matter to assemble hundreds, and even 
thousands of persons for the same purpose, in different parts of the 
county. On one occasion more than a thousand common school 
children, chiefly from two adjacent towns, were in attendance at a 
Common School Celebration. Not only schoolteachers and school 
officers, but members of all the learned professions, and even grave 
legislators, whose voices^have been listened to in the Council of the 
Nation, esteemed it a privilege to participate in the general festivi- 
ty, and contribute, according to their several abilities, to interest 
and instruct those who are soon to take their places, and act their 
parts on the great theatre of human life. A similar state of feel- 
ing we hope in due time to see in every county of this State. Thank- 
ful I am that in some of the counties, at least, we have strong rea- 
son to believe that the time draweth nigh. But to return. 

Although in many counties and villages, and chiefly in those 
where persons generally would least expect it, J found much to dis- 
courage, yet, on the whole, I have been greatly encouraged, and 
^especially in the new counties of the north. There, generally, I 
found the most lively linterest and the most hearty co-operation. 
In several instances waggon loads and sleigh loads came up the to 

« 

place of meeting from towns twelve or fourteen miles distant. In- 
deed, persons have come this distance on foot, in numerous in- 
stances. Frequently teachers with their entire schools have been 
in attendance. One instance in Lapeer county, is so commendable 
that I deem it worthy of notice here. Mr. J. H. Cayvett, a well- 
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qualified and fatthful teacher, came up to the place of meeting, six 
or eight miles distafit, with more than fifty scholars, and several of 
his worthy and delighted patrons. They not -only enjoyed the 
"ride" and the meeting, but what is better, (for it is ever better to 
give than to receive,) they enlivened the meeting with several in* 
teresting pieces of vocal music well adapted to the occasion. All 
the scholars of that school were exercised daily in vocal nmsio^ 
And sweetly did they sing. The next day when it was my happi* 
ness to visit and address them, I inquired, after Jthey had all united 
in singing a piece calculated alike to inform, the mind and improve 
the hearf , whether they, thougut they could learn as fast and sing 
a few pieces daily in school as though they gave their undivided 
attention to the ordinary exercises of the school room. Their 
answer was what L apprehended it might be. Several scholars re- 
plied, almost with one voice, "Yes, and faster too, for when we 
get tired and dull, singing cheers and enlivens us." 

Daily exercises in vocal music should be introduced into our 
primary schools whenever teachers are found competent to impart 
instruction. I am confident the proper cultivation of vdcal music 
in families, and especially its general introduction into our primary 
schools, would do more towards elevating the rising generation in 
the scale of social and moral being and bringing them to that high 
and desirable condition where moral suasion may be used in ftimily 
and school government to the exclusion of corporal punishment, 

than any other one thing. * 

2. Teachers* AssocicUions. 

The first association of this kind in the state, of which I have 
any knowledge, is the Lenawee County Teachers' Association. 
In several of the counties I first visited I earnestly recommended 
the organization of these associations, and, when they were form- 
ed, I explained to them the nature and design of Teachers' Insti- 
tutes and set before them the advantages that would result from 
their early formation. The Macomb Connty Teachers' Associa- 
tion, when I was with them in February last, passed a resolution 
approving of Teachers' Institutes, and expressing their conviction 
that it was practical to hold, one in that county the ensuing autumi|^ 
They even appointed, at that 'time, a commitee of arrangements ; 
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but I have not heard from them since the time appointed for hold- 
ing the Institute. Several associations have ' passed similar reso- 
lutions. A Teachers' Ins^tute, and, so far sdl I am positively in- 
formed, the first organized in the State, was held in the village of 
Jackson in October last, under the auspices of the Jackson Coun- 
ty Teachers' Association. There were about thirty teachers in at- 
tendance many of whom will look back to the brief period they 
spent together on that occasion as constituting a new and interest- 
ing era in their professional career. This subject will be caUed up 
again before closing this report. 

I soon saw the public were not sufficiently awake to this subject 
to enable teachers to sustain such associations. Indeed, many of 
our teachers' are transient persons. And such as have a residence, 
do not, in many instances, calculate on teaching"^ Until they are ac- 
tually employed. I hence soon became satisfied we should first 
seek to awaken a more general interest in behalf of our common 
schools among all classes of citizens, and lead them to feel the ne- 
cessity of improving them. For this purpose, in the conventions 
which I attended during the past summer and autumn, I recom- 
mended the formation of 

3. Goimty Educational Societies. 

The object of these societies is the promotion of the cause of 
Popular Education, and especially the improvement of our Com- 
mon Schools. Frequent meetings are proposed the dlssign o£ 
which is to awaken community to a sense of the real condition 
of our primary schools, to satisfy them that great and alarming evils 
actually exist therein, and to point them to the means of th^ir re- 
moval and of the improvement of our schools. Some suitable 
person or persons are generally secured to address each meeting.. 
Reports are also made by committees appointed for that purpose,, 
resolutions are discussed, etc. In short, the same general meana 
are used to advance the interests of this cause that are had in re- 
quisition to promote the various political, social and moral reforms- 
of the day. 

Since the date of my last annual report, I have visited all the or- 

SganJEed counties of the state, with the exception, I believe, of but 

four. These four counties I hope to be able to visit during the pre- 
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sent winter. Except in a few instances, when circumstances were 
iinfavorable to holding meetiogs.at the time of my visits, Educa- 
tional Societies have Been organized in every county through 
which I have passed. In many of the counties auxiliary Town So- 
cieties have been organized 'in most of the towns, and in some 
counties in all of them. Although in a iew instances there has been 
much to discourage, no proper notice of the proposed meetings 
having been given, . and no suitable arrangements having been 
made ; in short, nobody appearing to be interested in the subject, 
yet in the majority of cases it has been far otherwise. In several 
instances I have been greatly encouraged, finding many worthy ci- 
tizens ready to co-operate in this work, and disposed to second 
any efforts that might be proposed for the improvement of teach* 
ers and schools. All we want is to have community awake to the 
interests of this subject and possess a zeal that is according to 
knowledge, and the work is half accomplished. It should not be 
disguised that for want of this interest some of these societies have 
not held a regular meeting since their organization. This will ge- 
nerally be the case where too muc reliance is placed upon for- 
eign aid. Their permanency and usefulness must depend upon 
the activity, zeal and discretion of the friends of education in the 
different counties. 

The following is an extract from a communication accompany- 
ing the late annual report of the county clerk of Branch county, 
to this Department : "In regard to our County Educational Socie- 
ty/' says he, ''I regret to say that it has proved to be a total failure. 
We shall, however, make an effort in the course of the winter to 
form such a society. There are a number of our citizens who 
feel much interested in the cause of education, and we design to 
have a few lectures in several, if not all of the towns, and if possi- 
ble to wdjke up the slumbering energies of the people to active ex- 
ertions in the cause. I design, if possible, to get up a meeting of 
the male school teachers of the county, in the course of the win- 
ter, at the same tinte inviting the School Inspectors of the sever- 
al towns to participate in the exercises of the meeting, and at 
that time» if practicable^ we shall form a County Society for 
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the purpose of advancing the interests of Primary or Common 

School Education." 

There may be other counties in which an equally alarming state 

of apathy prevail. If so, it is hoped there may be a noble few 

ready to step forward and act the part which the clerk of Branch 

county and his coadjutors propose for themselves. 

However this may be, it is certain there are some counties 
awake and at work. By way of illustration, I will introduce an 
extract from a letter accompanying the annual report of the School 
Inspectors for Sault Ste Marie, Chippewa county. This county, it 
should be borne in mind, is sparsely settled, and ha£ never, until 
the present year, forwarded a report to this department. Indeed, 
when I visited Chippewa county during the past summer, there 
had never been a regularly organized Common School in it. I 
mention this that the citizens of other counties more favorably cir- 
cumstanced yi this respect, may appreciate their commendable ef- 
forts in this noble cause, and emulate their example. 

Said the Inspector in the letter referred to, " I take the liberty 
of addressing you aline in order to make you acquainted with oar 
present condition and future prospects in reference to our district 
school." This is the only district school in the Upper Peninsula. 
The Inspector adds, "You are fully acquainted with our general 
circumstances, I will thex'efore say, that since you were here we 
have had our new school house finished, and painted inside and out. 
It is furnished with green blinds, an excellent bell, and all the ne- 
cessary apparatus and fixtures for warming, etc. Said house is 24 
feet by 40 on the ground, with 12 feet posts, and it is thebest dis- 
trict school house I have ever seen in this state, and I think the best 
I have seen anywhere. No person has any claim whatever on 
the house, but in order to free it I have had to pay about $90 00 
more than my subscription, making $115 00 in all. * * * * We 
dedicated our school house to the cause of Education by holding 
in it a meeting of our County Educational Society. There was a 
great attendance and we more than trebled our numbers on that 
occasion. We had a fine address by A. Harvie, Esq., a lawyer, 
formerly of Detroit. We have determined to hold regular meet- 
ings of the society during the winter, once in two weeks, to hear 
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addresses on mdral, literary and scientific subjects, and to transact 
such other business as the cause of Education may seem to demand. 
• # # # As we have just got fairly into operation, our report is 
necessarily imperfect ; but I hope it is sufficient to satisfy you we 
are trying to do our duty." 

This letter was not intended for publication. I have introduced 
these extracts with the hope that the zeal of the friends of educa- 
tion in Chippewa, which seems to be according to knowledge, and 
their abundant labors, may provoke others to love and good works. 
Public attention, in many parts of the State, seems to be some- 
what awakened in relation to the interests of common schools* 
Many causes have tended to bring about this desirable state of 
things. The work of reform, however, has scarcely commenced. 
These societies should continue to hold frequent meetings, and 
thus keep the subject before the people. By this means the grow- 
ing interest will continue to increase, and a better organization of 
our schools, and a general improvement in all that pertains to them 
will be the result. It has been specially gratifying to see not on- 
ly clergymen, but members of all the learned professions, and men 
in public life, in attendance at a great majority of the educational 
meetings I have attended. And not only to see them there, but to 
see them, in many instances, actively at work with their fellow cit- 
izens in a cause upon which depend more, perhaps, than j pon all 
other causes] combined, the improvement and permaneno^ of our 
domestic, social and political institutions. But in contemplating 
the causes which have contributed to advance this enterprise we 
ought not to overlook 

4. The ivflvence of the Press. 
Many editors and publishers of secular and religious periodicals 
in various parts of the State, deserve the graditude of the friends 
of education for the liberality they have exercised in copying cir- 
culars, calls for meetings, etc. In several instances, the last annual 
report from this department has been copied entire. But more es- 
pecially have they aided the cadse by their frequent and pertinent 
editorials. Several editors keep open an educational department 
in their papers^ and not only write themselves, but solicit contribu- 
tions. Such Uberality is highly commendable, and will perhaps do 
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more to awaken a general interest in community on this subject 
tban almost any other instrumentality, and tend to make the rising 
generation a more reading, thinking and moral people, when they 
come upon the stage of action, than they would otherwise be. 

The propriety of making legislative provision for the establish- 
ment of^ an Educational Journal was suggested in my last annual 
report, and was repeatedly recommended by my predecessors in 
office. I would respectfully call the attention of the Legislature to 
this subject. Should such a periodical be issued monthly, or only 
quarterly, and be forwarded officially to the school inspectors of 
every town in the state, or to every director of a school district, to 
be by them preserved among the papers of their office and trans- 
mitted to their successors, with instructions to have them bound at 
' the end of the year and placed into the township libraries for gene- 
ral circulation, I have no doubt it would soon be regarded a very 
profitable investment. This would open a ready means of commu- 
nication between the head of the school department and the coun- 
ty, township and district officers, whereas we have now to rely 
solely upon a laborious correspondence and the issue of circulars^ 
With our school law as it now is, should a journal be published de- 
voted exclusively to the cause of education, as has been proposed 
by an association of two or three indiuiduals, it must depend solely 

. upon individual subscription for support, like any other periodical. 
With tiAapathy on this subject which is every where too manifest 
we could hardly hope for the continuance of such a journal should 
its publication be commenced. But eveii should it be sustained it 
could not be relied upon as a medium of official communication, 
unless brought so far under the patronage of the Legislature as to 
insure its regular receipt by school inspectors. 

5. Statistical Iv^nnatian. 
By comparing the abstract of the County Clerk's reports appen- 
ded to this report, with the reports received at this office last year 
a great improvement is manifest. Some of the counties from which 
the most imperfect reports were received last year, have this year 
forwarded full and accurate returns. But the notes appended to 

, the tables show that too little attention is still given to the collection 
and transmission of correct statistical information. 
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The number of scbolais reported widiin the legal ages, (between 
4 and 18,) in 97,658, or 7,652 more than were reported last year. 
21 more towns have reported this year than did last, and 177 more 
districts, the entire number of districts reporting the present year, 
being 2,272. The whole number of children that hare attended 
primary or common schools during the year is 77,807, or 7,087 
more than attended ike preceding year. 2,263 male teachers, (26 
less than last year,) have been employed at an average compensa- 
tion of $12 71 per month, exclusive of board, being 73 cents 
more than was paid the preceding year, 4,336 female teachers, (108 
more than last year,) have been employed at an average compensa- 
tion of $5 36 per month, exclusive of board, the same being twelve 
cents more than was paid last year. The average number of months 
schools have been taught by qualified teachers is five, the same as 
re|>orted last year. 

Last year the primary school interest fund apportioned among 
the several counties and towns of the State was $22,113 00, the 
same being 28 cents to every child between the ages of 4 and 18 
years. The amount apportioned the present year is $27,925 72, or 
31 cents to every child within the legal ages, the same being $5,- 
812 72 more than the amount apportioned last year. 

The late tabular returns show a large increase alike in the nun> 
ber of Township Libraries^ the number of volumes they contain, and 
the nuQiber of districts tliat draw regularly therefrom. ^According 
to the returns received at this offifice last year there were only 203 
township lijbraries of the State. 272 are reported the present year, 
showing an increase of 69. The last year's report represents that 
there were 24,905 volumes in said libraries. According to the report 
for the current year there are 36,988, showing an increase of nearly 
50 per cent. These books are circulated and read in 230 more 
school districts the current year than they were the preceding one. 

These libraries,when judiciously selected, as 1 have reason to be- 
lieve they generally are^ afford to the juvenile aiid adult population 
of the State, even in the more remote counties and towns, facilities 
for storing the mind with varied and useful knowlege, which cono- 
paratively few, even of the more wealthy portions of society ,'^ en- 
joyed previously to their establishment. The clerk of Branch coun» 
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^,uf speaking of this subject, Bay8> ''In respect to the Towndiip 
Libraries I have the gratification of informing you that so far as I 
can learn, they are productiTO of much benefit. The books are 
sought after with much avidity, and read with a great deal of in- 
terest. In several of the towns where there was a feeling of op- 
position on that subject, they are now very much in &vor of it. Al- 
though several towns have not reported tbe number of volumes in 
their libraries, yet I know of only one town (Batavia) in this coun- 
ty where the law has not been carried into general effect." There 
are, however, six towns in that county that do not report a library^ 
There are doubtless many other township libraries that are not pro- 
perly reported. Nevertheless there is too much reason to believe that 
the law in relation to their organization is hot properly observed. 

The law has for several years made it the duty of the Supervi* 
sor to assess a half mill tax upon each dollar of the taxable prop- 
erty of his township for the purchase of a township library, a por- 
tion of which tax may, when certain conditions are complied vrith, 
be applied to the support of schools. This tax has been raised in 
<MiIy 220 of the 420 towns from which reports have been received, 
a fraction more than one half of the entire number. 

The Constitution of the State provides that ''the clear proceeds 

* 

of all fines ^sessed in -the several counties for any breach of the 
penal laws, shall be exclusively applied to the support of said li- 
braries.'' In consequence of a misapplication of these fines, the 
legislature, in 1844, passed "An act to provide more effectually for 
the completion and disposition of fines, penalties and forfeitures of 
recognizances.'' 

Notwithstanding the passage of this act there are 360 townships 
which have received nothing from this source for libraries, and on 
ly 46 that have. Lenawee, Oakland aqd Washtenaw, are the only 
counties that report any receipts in more than four towns, and nei- 
ther of these counties reports receipts in one half o£ their towns, 
when these moneys should be distributed equally among them all. 

I will only add, in this connection, that there is a large increase- 
in the number of visits to the schools by district and township 
school officers. For further statistical information, reference is 
mad^ to the tables appended to this report. It is earnestly desired 
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that all school officers charged 'with making and transmittiiig 
reports will carefully examine these tables and the accompa- 
Bying notes, 

6. Recommendation of Books, 

It is made the duty of the Superintendent to publish in his anna« 
al report to the legislature, a list of books, such as, in his dpinion, 
should be used as tei^t books in the primary schools, and a list of 
books for township libraries. This is an exceedingly difficult task 
to perform, and at the same time one which it is of the utmost im- 
portance should be well executed. No person whose position gives 
weight to his opinion, and influence to his recommendation, should, 
in any case, commend a book to. public favor, without flrst examinr 
ing and approving it. No matter whose nanie may appear in the 
title page as its author, the book is not hence necessarily a good one, 
and worthy of a recommendation. Many eminent teachers and 
literary men allow themselves to recommend books without exami- 
ning them. 

A professor is sometimes inquired of how he came to recom- 
mend so imperfect and erroneous a book, when, looking over the 
list of recommendations, he replies, "I can hardly say, I never ex- 
amined the work, but I find," he adds, ''I am in very good compa- 
ny," referring to a list of distinguished names appended to a re- 
commendation. 

An author approache/3 the president of a University and solicits 
^ recommendation to his new book. President, You nuist excuse 
me, I have no time to examine it. Author, Your recommendation 
is essential to my success, I cannot dispense with it. President, In 
addition to my professional duties I am engaged several hours a^ 
day in reading the proof of my own work, upon which I have been 
occupied for years. Author, I don't care about your examining mj 
book, [perhaps he would prefer not to have it examined,] all I want 
is your recommendation. President, I cannot examine it sufficiently 
to write a recommendation. I^^Sit down yourself and write such 
an one as suits you and I will sign it. The author writes a notice 
of his own book, aftd, when the president has signed it, he retires 
proud of having obtained the recommendation of one of the first 
tJniversitiesin the Union. If this is not UieraUy true in more casf s^ 
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than one, there are at least scores of instances where it is essential^ 
ly so. 

The preceding remarks have been made from the circumstance 
that I feel constrained to abridge the list of hooks appended to my 
former report, and to omit one book that has received high testi- 
monials and is very extensively used in this and other States. This 
I do reluctantly, though honestly, and with deference to the opin- 
ion of others. 

It is proper I should here state, I have not so critically examined 
all the works named in the list appended to this report as I could 
have desired. It is possible that had the proper discharge of other 
important and pressing duties allowed me more time for the exam, 
ination of books, I might have modified this list. I have many late 
works on my book table, some of which I have no doubt I should 
be disposed to recommend had I been able to examine them. I 
have, however, carefully examined most of the books embraced in 
the list appended to this report. 

It is not, in my opinion, of the utmost importance that the same 
series of books should be used throughout the State. It is, how- 
ever, very desirable that there be a uniformity in every district, and 
if practicable, in adjacent districts and towns. In one county, one 
series of books is in very general use. In an adjacent county this 
series is hardly known, and another series is extensively introduced. 
And so for other counties. This is not, in my opinion, particular- 
ly objectionable. At all events, it is a state of things that, so 
h,r as I can discover, with the present and prospective competition 
in authorship and book publishing, is unavoidable. It is well 
known there are frequently several reputable authors of elementa- 
ry school books, in the same department, whose works enjoy near- 
ly equal celebrity. It was a knowledge of this fact, in connection 
with the circumstance just named, and a desire to avoid incurring 
unnecessary expense in a fruitless effort to inti-oduce a uniform se- 
ries of books throughout the State, that led me to name several 
works on the same subject in my former report. That, however, 
was placed j€r*^, which, other things being equal, I would prefer 
to see in general use, and inferior works were named afterwards. 
My^easons for doing thus were fully stated in an accompanying 
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note from which my recommendation in any particular case could 
be learned. [For further remarks on this subject see note prece- 
ding the list of books appended to this report.] 

The Elementary Spelling Book has been highly recommended, 
and is at this time more extensively used in this State than all other 
spelling books. I however deemed it my duty to place it last on 
the list of Spellers in my former report. In this report it is omit- 
ted. A decent regard for the opinions of others, as well as justice 
to myself and the cause of education, requires that I should state 
my reasons for so doing. 

The following principles should unquestionably be observed by 
every author of a spelling book. 

1. He should not insert the same word in two or more spelling 
lessons, unless there is some assignable reason for doing so, in con- 
sequence of peculiar vowel or consonant sounds. 

2. When any lesson is devoted to words of a particular class, all 
the words of that class in the book should be inserted in said les- 
son, and not elsewhere, unless for some special reason. 

3d. If the author of a spelling book is also the author of a dic- 
tionary, not only the orthography, but the division and pronuncia- 
tion of words should agree in both works. 

4. Especially if the same words are repeated in different spell- 
ing lessons, there should be an agreement in division and pronuncia- 
tion. 

5. Words of different orthography, but of the same pronuncia- 
tion, should not, without particular reason, be inserted in the same 
or different lessons without being associated with their respective 
definitions. 

All these, and other equally important and obvious principles 
are, in almost innumerable instances, violated in the Elementary 
Spellihg Book. I examined one of the earlier editions of this 
work with great care, several years ago, and recently learning that 
the publishers had advanced on the price, I procured a copy of 
the last edition for examination. Many of the errors in earlier edi- 
tions have been corrected. Several hundred, however, are still 
retained, of which the following are specimens : 

On the 20th page, 2nd column, fib is twice inserted with only 
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four words intervening. Rid is inserted in each of the last two 
columns of the same lesson. In the 5th column of the 13th les- 
son, on the same page, tdg is twice inserted with only one word 
between. On this one page, there are three words, each of which 
is inserted twice in spelling lessons, and in two instances the repeti- 
tions are in the same column; and all this when one half of the 
page is given to exercises in reading. Turn over one leaf an4 iu 
the last column of the 17th lesson, take is inserted twice. There 
are also between thirty and forty other words in spelling lessons on 
this page that are inserted in other spelling lessons of the book. 
On the 25th page, lesson 26th, are at least seven words, all of 
which may be found in other spelling lessons of the book, and 
some of them are inserted in tkree different lessons. Cedar is re- 
peated on the 57th page; toages^ on the 74th, and ovalf on the 87th, 
in lessons all of which are headed " Words of two syllahUs, accented 
on the first ;" so there can be no sufficient reason for their repeti- 
tion. On the 35th page are the two words geTUry and stdtry in the 
same column. They may also be found in the same column on the 
61st page, lesson 77th. In both cases the lessons are headed as 
before, " Words of two syUaMes, accenled on the first^^ On the 43rd 
page, are the three words, tester^ dder, and tiTider, in spelling col- 
umns, all of which are repeated in a spelling lesson on the 56th 
page. Both lessons have the same heading as all the preceding 
ones referred to, viz : " Words of two " syllables^ accented on the 
JirsV* ! ! On the last page refen-edto are the words canon and can- 
9ian, where they should not be. Both of which are repeated on the 
146th page. Censer and censor are also on the 56th page where they 
should NOT be, both of which are omitted on the 146th page where 
they should be, if in the book. 

Many words are not only repeated in the sam^ or different les- 
sons, but are also, like the last four words referred to, lorongly' das- 
sed. As a single additional example, withdraw is on the 72nd and 
63rd pages where it should ^2^^ be, and is omitted on the 115th page 
in a lesson containing " Words in which th have their vocal smmd^^* 
where it should be, if inserted in any lesson of the book. 

Many words in the Elementary Spelling Book are divided con- 
trary to Webster's Dictionary. As examples, see mounrtainrcm and 
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skkr-mishj on the 49th page, which, in the Dictionai'y are divided 
thus: Tntmnt-ainrOUB and skirm-'ish. See also aurdit'^hry Biid pur-gU' 
tthryj on the 52nd page of the spelling book, which, in the Diction- 
ary are divided thus: attd-i'to-ry BLtid purg-a-to-ry. Again, on the 
66th page are hil-Iet and btd-let, which, in the Dictionary are divi- 
ded thus: hiU-et and hnU-et, 

Words in the Spelling Book are not only divided differently 
from the same words in the Dictionary, but when they are repeat- 
ed in two or three spelling columns, they are sometimes divided as 
many different ways : On the 93rd page is il'lib-er-al'i'ty, and on 
the 95th, lih-e-ral-i-ty. Also, on the 122nd page, is hriU-iant, and 
on the 160th, hril'liant. 

The same word is moreover frequently spelled two or three dif- 
ferent ways in the same or different lessons, BSfgnarl and Jcnarl on 
the 113th page, the and tJiee on the 118th page, and burr and bur, 
oti the 32nd page. There are several hundred similar repetitions 
and en'oneous classifications in this book. But as I do not intend 
this for a criticism upon a work of which the publishers say, "This 
Spelling Book is almost universally used throughout the United 
States, the sale of it amounting to one million of copies per annum ! !" 
but as a reason, merely, for placing it at the foot of my list, last 
year^ and omitting it now, the preceding must sufHce. These some- 
ivhat extended remarks have been made writh reference to this 
book, from the fact, that although so extensively used, I cannot 
consistently recommend it, in connection with the circumstance that 
the publishers have raised the price of the book because of its in- 
creased celebrity and extended sales, as I am informed by booksel- 
lers in Detroit, 

4 

7. Agents for School Books. 

The course that has been pursued by the agents of several 
school books is alike discreditable to themselves and the houses 
they represent; and all reflecting, reasonable men, when they ful- 
ly understand it, I have no doubt, will at once frown upon it. 

In .several instances, agents, to my knowledge, have introduced 
new books in the following manner : Having ascertained that se- 
veral different books on the same subject are in use in the schools 
of a village or township, and knowing that uniformity is always de- 
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fiirable, they have offered to give new copies of their work in ex- 
change for old, soiled, and even worn out copies of similar works 
by other authors, and have urged this as an argument in favor of 
the introduction of their book. The new book is introduced. Pre- 
sently the agent of some author or publisher, whose book is thus 
thrown out, is apprised of the fact He succeeds in convincing the 
teacher and committee Uiat his book is really a better one than 
that last adopted. The committee confess to him the principal 
reason for introducing the new book was the liberal propositton of 
its agent. He then proposes to pursue an equally liberal cour^ 
with his rival, and give copies of his book in exchange for that re- 
cently introduced, jj^they will adopt it as their text book, — and his 
work is again introduced. By this means the schools are repeated- 
ly supplied with new books, it is true. And this, it may be, was 
the most that was hoped for, or even desired. Eut this is an un- 
wise policy. When a series of books is in use in a school they 
should be continued until a better series can supply their place, — a 
series, too, that is worth buying. If, however, a committee fii-st de- 
termine to introduce a book because it is really B.good OTie^ and the 
publishers 9t$bseqitenili/, through their agent or otherwise, generous- 
ly propose to lighten the expense of introducing it, by supplying 
schools at cost^ I can see no reason why such an offer should not be 
thankfully accepted. It may be well, as it doubtless, is, for authors 
and publishers to send out agents to make their works known. 
But no honest and liberal minded man will ever resort to such 
measures to introduce a book, and good citizens should never allow 
themselves to be thus bribed. The old books that are bought up 
in such instances, ostensibly for the purpose of exchange in other 
districts, where they are used, are really committed to the flames, 
and similar exchanges ar€| repeated as oflen as opportunity pre- 
sents. This unpleasant expose has been made to caution the pub- 
lic against a course that at least some agents pursue in order to in- 
troduce their books. 

8. Modifications of tJie Sdiool Laio. 
In my former report, I suggested certain modifications of our 
School Law, and gave reasons for them. But few of those sug- 
gestions were adopted. More reflection on the subject has oonvin- 
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ced me of the propriety and neoeanty of some such change, in or- 
der to advance most successfully the interests of primay schools. 
And what, more than any other circumstance, tends to confirm me 
in this opinion, is the fact that in nearly every county I have visited, 
men, in whose judgment I have confidence, have expressed to me 
their firm conviction that such a modification would tend greatly 
to promote the interests of Common Schools. I have, in a few in- 
stances, seen the published proceedings of County Educational So* 
cieties in which resolutions had been discussed and adopted em- 
bracing these views. 

I will not here repeat those recommendations. I will, however, 
if the Legislature, or the proper committees desire it, give them 
my views at length in such form as they may direct. I will only 
add that the proposed plan contemplates only one School Inspector 
in each town, instead of three, as at present, and the organization 
of a County Board. It is believed that in this manner all the ad- 
vantages of the deservedly popular system of County and Town- 
Superintendents recently adopted in New York, and some of the 
other States, may be secured, and that, at the same time, the ob- 
jections which are sometimes raised to that system may be avoided. 

9; Maternal CfhoperatUm. 

In my former report, I spoke of the benefits that would result 
from the voluntary association of fempiles, and especially of moth- 
ers, for the purpose of supplying the immediate wants of destitute 
children, inviting their attendance at the district schools, and doing 
what they could, by visiting schools, co-operating with teachers, en- 
couraging scholars, etc., to help on this good work. I am happy 
to know that several such associations have been formed, and that 
many children who, but for their fostering care, would have re- 
mained at their cheerless homes, have, by this labor of love, been 
sought out, properly cared for, and led to the common school, — that 
only fountain of intellectual life which is alike open to all. 

Gentlemen should encourage the formation of such associations, 
and, when formed, should offer every facility in their power to in- 
crease their usefulness. Clergymen, too, it is hoped will occasion- 
ally preach from that good text, "Help those women.*' 
3 
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10. Common School Celebrations, 

During the past year these celebrations have been introduced 
into several counties of the State with the most happy results. In 
some instances they have been held on the fourth of July. This 
seems peculiarly appropriate, recognizing, as it does, the impor- 
tance of primary schools in a civil and political point of view. In- 
deed, it is a public and solemn acknowledgment of the fact that 
the 07dy safe reliance of a free gotcmment is the intelligence and virtue 
of ike rising generation, 

I have before me communications on this subject from two coun- 
ties, from which I am permitted to make extracts. Says C L. 
Merriman, Esq., in relation to the celebration of the fourth of 
March last, at Battle Creek, Calhoun county : * * * " Pursuant 
to previous arrangements the schools (fourteen in number) assem- 
bled at 10 o'clock at the Presbyterian Church, numbering in all 
nearly four hundred children. The examination of classes occu- 
pied the time during the forenoon. The questions were promptly 
answered in all the branches, which gave favorable indications in 
regard to the qualifications and efficiency of the respective teach- 
ers. Many of the inhabitants of the several districts were in at- 
tendance, and manifested a deep interest in the examination. Du-. 
ring the intermission the children partook of refreshments which 
had been prepared for the occasion. Exercises were conducted 
during the afternoon and evening, the order of which was accord- 
ing to the scheme I enclose." According to the scheme referred 
to, the exercises consisted chiefly of compositions, declamations 
and original colloquies and orations. The exercises were inter- 
spersed with music, a portion of which was by the juvinile choir. 
Mr. M. proceeds as follows : " Throughout the day and evening 
the Church was thronged >vith admiring and wondering fathers and 
mothers. Admiring the beauty of a spectacle seldom witnessed 
in Battle Creek. Wondering where such a throng of bright eyed, 
intelligent pupils could have come from, and when they could have 
accumulated those stores of intellectual and moral wealth which 
they were displaying. In regard to the influence of our celebra- 
tion, I am happy to inform you there is an increasing activity and 
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^ zeal manifested by teaGhei:s, guardians and scholars. The inhabit- 
ants are generally waking up to the importance of education, a 
subject which is so clearly identified with the happiness of our 
beloved land." * • * * 

The following is an extract from a letter receptly received from 
Hon. F. H. Hagaiman, of Medina, Lenawee county, in relation to 
the late Fourth of July Common School Celebration, held in that 
place : ***** At the suggestion of two ladies, Miss Scovell and 
Miss James, teachers engaged with their schools, the one in Ohio 
and the other in Michigan, arrangements were made and a Com- 
mon School Celebration was held in the south-west part of Lena- 
wee county, near the Ohio line, on the Fourth of July last. It 
was a joint operation between the schools and their patrons in Ohio 
bordering on Michigan, and those of Michigan bordering on Ohio. 
Those of Ohio seemed to be first in the origin of the celebration, — 
first to do all in their power to make the celebration interesting,-^ 
and first in number of scholars firom their respective districts. But 
while our enterprising neighbors of Ohio were doing all they could 
to make the affair agreeable, the schools and their patrons in Mich- 
igan, near the State line, were not wanting in efibi^s to make the 
celebration interesting, and of lasting benefit to the rising genra- 
tron. 

**The day arrived, and at an early hour some five or six hundred 
scholars were seated in front of the Speaker's Stand, while in their 
rear, to the right and left, were some six or seven hundred adults, 
all attentively awaiting the order of the day. After the usual pre- 
liminaries on such days, the Declaration of Independence was read 
by John Daws, Esq., when, after reading the communication re« 
ceived from you, the audience listened attentively to an address on 
the subject of Popular Education. The forenoon proceedings 
were interspersed with the singing of various pieces on the part of 
the scholars and their teachers, got up for, and well adapted to 
the occasion. The scene was ti*uly delightfiil to all that witnessed 
it. The scholars were animated ; the patrons delighted. And the 
Banners, with their various mottoes, I assure you added not a little 
to the scene. At J. o'clock we took a recess, formed a procession, 
scholars with th'^eir teachers in front, and marched about 140 rods 
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to the tables that were supplied in abundance vrith the fat things 
of the land, where all fared bountifully, having for their drink tiie 
pure Element of Nature. All again repaired to the stand and the 
assembly were entertained by an able oration from the Hon« Pbilo 
Wilson of Canandaigua, followed by Mr. Kellogg with an address 
to the Banners. The proceedings o£ the afternoon were mingled by 
different pieces performed by the Dover Choir, in such style as to 
do honor to that body, at the close of which the following resolu- 
tions were adopted."**** 

The first resolution expressed their satisfaction with the pro- 
ceedings of the day, and a determination to celebrate the next ani- 
versary of our National Jubilee at the same place, and in a similar 
manner. I have made these extended quotations as an act of jus- 
tice to thosQ who have been instrumental in the establishment of 
these celebrations, and with the hope that such praiseworthy ex- 
amples may soon be emulated in all the counties of the State. 

11. Teac/iers' InHit/utes for 1847. 
' As yet it has been impracticable to do much in this State in the 
formation of Teachers' Associations, or the establishment of 
Teacheiis' Institutes, for reasons given in the first two general divi- 
sions of this report. Still, much has been accomplished by the ex- 
tensive organization of Educational Societies. A deeper and more 
general interest has been awakened, not only with teachers and 
school officers, but among all classes of citizens. The nature of 
Teachcnrs' Institutes and the advantages that would result from their 
general introduction and judicious management— advantages not 
only to teachers, but to citizens genersUly — are better understood, 
and there is beginning to be a hungering and thirsting foi* their es- 
tablishment throughout the State. This anxiety is not limited to 
teachers. If it were, my hopes and my expectations would be 
greatly abridged. Persons who have children to educate in com- 
mon schools, and many of the most influential citizens of the sev- 
eral counties, are frequently among those that &el a deep and live- 
ly interest in this matter. 

It should be generally understood that the main design of 
Teachers' Institutes is to impart professional instsuction; to con- 
sider and discuss the best means of interesting and jj^ovemingchil- 
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drexi in our Primary Sehools, and the most approved and success- 
fill methods of imparting instruction in the several branches of 
«tudy ordinarily pursued therein. , 

I entertain the conviction that, with the interest already begotten, 
should the Superintendent appoint a series of Institutes, five or six 
in] number, (as many at least as he would be able to attend,) to be 
held in different parts of the State, as shall best accomodate the 
whoie Siate, they would be well sustained, and numerously attend- 
ed, and prove hi^ly beneficial in their influence. The most favor- 
able time for opening these Institutes would be the ensing autumn. 
This would give the 'Superintendent an opportixnity of conferring 
with citizens in difierent parts of the State, and n^aturing a plan 
that would be generally satis&ctory, which, when matured, might 
be laid before Educational Societies, Teachers' Associations, and 
School Inspectors, throughout the State. The Superintendent 
could then be present at the opening of each Institute, and during 
a considerable portion of its session. 

Suppose six Teachers' Institutes should be held, as here propo- 
posed, and one hundred teachers on an average should be in atten- 
dance at each ; and suppose each <^ these teachexs should have 
the charge of li)irty*five sdiolars the ensuing winter, (which is a 
moderate estimate,) in one year firom this time more than twenty- 
thousand children of the State would be brought under the infiu- 
enee of teachers who had received professional instruction. The 
good that would result from the proper execution ot such a plan, 
who can fully estimate 1 Time only can unfold it. 

12. State Educational Society, 
I have already stated that County Educational Societies have 
been organized in nearly all the counties of the State, and that in 
many of them auxiliary Town Societies have been organized^ 
These County Societies have generally been formed with the ex- 
pectation that ultimately a State Educational Society would be 
organized to which they may become auxiliary. I entertain the 
opinion that should a call be made for the organization of such a 
Society during the approaching session of the Legislature, nearly 
every county of the State would be represented. 
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At a late conventioii of the friends of Education, held in Chica.- 
go, ^the *' North Western Educational Society" was ergajoized. 
The design of this Society is to embrace in its operations the States 
of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and Iowa, and 
such other States as may be represented at the meeungs of the so- 
ciety. At the late meeting, New York and Rhode Island were re- 
presented. 

The following articles of the Constitution of this society show 
its object, and the privileges of auxiliary societies. 

'^Art. 2 .The object of this society shall be the diffusion of Intel- 
ligence and Virtue, by advancing the interests of Education, but 
more especially by promoting the cause of Public or Common 
Schools, as primary institutions of learning." 

**Art. 7. Any State Educational Society, whose object is the ad- 
vancement of Public School Education, may, on application, be 
admitted as auxiliary to this society; and any member of any aux- 
iliary society shall be entitled to all the privileges of this society.'* 

I anticipate the arrival of the period when we shall have a grand 
United States Educational Society, to which any St^te Education- 
al Society, may, on application, become auxiliary. Such an insti- 
tution could not fail to exert a healthful influence upon the educa- 
tional interests of the Nation. 

I must hasten to close this report, by mentioning, briefly, a few 
topics which I would gladly dwell upon, and omitting others en- 
tirely. * 

During the past year Union Schools have been organized in sev- 
eral villages of the State, and in some instances large and commo- 
dious School Houses have been erected, which constitute at once 
the pride and ornament of the villages in which they are situated. 
This form of common school organization is admirably adapted to 
villages and densely settled neighborhoods ; for Union Schools, 
when properly conducted, combine all the advantages of the ordin- 
ary common school, the academy for young gentlemen and the 
seminary for young ladies. 

For information concerning the University and its Branches re- 
ference is made to the report of the Regents of the University, and 
of the Bqard of Visitors, both of which are appended to this report. 
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I entertain the firm conviction that if citizens generally through- 
out the State will give that attention to the improvement of our 
schools v^hich many now do, and which all frankly confess the im- 
portance of the subject demands ; and will then enter unitedly and 
actively upon the execution of such plans as in their wisdom they 
may devise for the better organization of districts, the construc- 
tion of comfortable and commodious schoolhous es, the more gen- 
eral and uniform attendance of scholars, and the supply of a uni" 
form series of good books ; and will also employ good teachers, 
visit them frequently in school, and heartily co-operate with them 
in all laudable endeavors to improve themselves and those under 
their charge, that, in less than five years we shall have the happiness 
of knowing that the scliools of Michigan are not inferior to those 
of any State in the Union. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

IRA MAYHEW, 
Sup't Public Instruction, 



Joint Doc] 



24 



[No. 6. 



*jC}nno9 i|o«9 ti| 
pna *pJ9oq jo OA^vtifaxa 



*udqo«a} pagn^nb 
£q %xi9faii naoq aivq d|ii> 
OMO^ qsva JO siooqM aiji 
nuaom jo jiaquina aSv ja^Y 



"<!*• O CO (M CQ ©J O'W O>r-ie0rHW©JOJ«^OJC?» 



'Ximioa i|a«9 in pajCoidma 
naaq aAvq )8i{) 's jaqauai) 
a[«aiaj pa^fpnb jo 'on 



'iamioo qovd u\ paiofd 
ma aaaq a^tiq )«m ua 
'qd9a) apnn pogiprab jo [-on 



"Vn flJxn jaqdXa^'XiqfSai 
sV[kjA. 'ifinan^ paax 9,xi«a 
oqjA *Lq9B i[in papn^v 90a 
aA«q f«q) 81 7 ^ n.^Maaq 'OK 



«^ii ^c ^ ^ »o »o 



Tj« 00 CO ^• w »o 

W CO CO t* o> ^ 



iHoO"^OiC)»o«scoao;D 

• •••••••••a 



t^i-tCJ»COQO»OIOOl^»0 

,Ht^'«j*i-»^iocor*^cot^ 



«^tHOtO'^Oi-l-00<0»0?OW©l 00 CD 99 T-l ^ 
'irHCVlCO^O'^ 1-lr-iC0'^(MG^l<0'^W(^JO 



'xvai 9q:i Sofjnp Xiimoo 
qa«a at looqas papaa^B 
aAtBq 9vi^ aaqmnu aioq^V 



*d8«jo 
8j,iC 8T J9AO JC^moo qava 
m looqftg J8ii|pad!U« jaqmnj,! 



^ »C CM Ci Oi r»< 

»0 CO »0 ^ (M Oi 

O iH CO «H 



»0 O (M W O CO 

Tf 1-H rl 1-H ri« O 

t^ 00 00 00 rH «<* 

rH (M T*< OJ 



'aJ8« )o 
9,jiC f japnn Xi}inioa qava 
m looqos Snipiroinv laqnzn^ 



..'sjEaqavd} paSqvnb ., Aq 
sqjnom g 9dai[ aaaq 8Avq 
triMM qofqiiA m n^Wnp tx\ 
Sinpisa J '8x pa« f jo eaSv 
aq) oaaMjaq iE^nnod qaea 
HI pauodaj naoptiqa jo o^ 



•pa 
■Aiaaoj Qoaq OAsq Qjod 
aj qaiqM moj^ i^mioa 
qava iq s}a|4}s|p jo jaqmnK 



»0 1-S 051N-J ?0 «/5 

w -^ r^ 00 w i^ 

1-H CM rH 



'^ ?0 CM CO -^ O 
iH rH CM O i-» t* 



OOCO1— •OJOOl^Tj'Ot^Cfe^ 
^Oi-^l^OOOt-COt^OiCO 
r^ rHrHfH»HCOt-*i-* O) 



CO^OCMCSlCOCO'^^Oi^'C 

OCMCMW5*-li-iO>t»OCOO 

OOt^»Oa»t^COGMOi»COOO 

TH(MC0fHiHiOCMiHi-II^ 



cocMi-«"^icw3r*o«Cflor^ 

'Tj<COGMOiOOiOi»C;OOOl^ 
iH tH i-« CM tH CO 



^COOOOiOOI^rHfHCM001> 
i-i'^0«0»0"^CO^COCMOO 



•«» 



Oi to 

CO 
00 



■•»■ t^ iC CO 1-H*^ OOQOO)OCO'<4ti^(MCOi— ( Ci 
GMC0rHO0iOi-l00»OW5'HCM«0?00iC0^ 
0)04C0O^GMO»0tQCD00^Tt«»0i-i0))O 
CMCOiCO»l iHGMCOiHrHiOCOCQiHt^ 



00 CO «£> "^ ^ iH 

CM CO '^ 00 f-i ;o 



tOCO'^»0'«i«OOOOOiOi 
OMCOOOOCO>CTj<OiiC'^CO 



'sapionoa pu 
■aAae aqj jo qoBO irj s^ou^ 
9!p looqae jo aaqoma pijox 



*)8apjoda7i 'ojj 



»0<OOOOCOCMiH>000»OCOOO'^t^CO'^COr^ 

COTt<t^CiCOC^ COOOO'^^*COCOOit^COO 

iH 1-1 iH rH W 



•iCHmoo 
qava m gdiqsoAioj;, jo '0j{ 



CiCMC£>COO>Ot-lCO»OiOCOCO»CI^COrH050 



tH rH tH OJ tH 



THrHrHrHiHiHrHr-« CM 



OCMCOOOiOrHCOCD^CDCOCOt^COCMOO 
tHfHiHCM*H i-lrHr-*fHTHr1iHTHTH CM 



02 

o 




<jpqpQpqC)OOQWO|lihg^S»^«WH3HJ 



Joint Doc] 



25 



[No, 5, 



CO 



CO 

to 



?P t* O t* 00 O iH »o (W 



»O»HO4t^00O|I^00»OC^t* 

00 00 00 CO CO ^ G^ CO O) 



COCOOOi-HtOO^t^OO^OOOOO 
0»)<»^QO(MTHr-IOOO)OOC«I^O) 







00 



CO 


•COOOOl-JCOOOVJ^^lOrH 

f 


o 

tH 



o 

;0 



ocococ^wcocoooi-^r-ioo^ 

t*'^'^>O00»00l*I^t-»OrHr-4 

CO o<;oc) (MOcoooc^ooi-i 

Oil '^OlOO rH»-IC»l i-ir» 



o 

00 

1> 






• oocMcO'*Oi^<;0"T*<oicooi 

• o*Hoi cocow^<^^'^Ci 

• W r-J »0 1-1 "^ (M 



CO 
CO 
CO 



»-('^r^oor*oo«>»-*?oi>ooco»-« 

t* O00Wi-ii-l(NC000»-*'^»0 
r-l CO rS tH »H 



CO 
CO 



CO 
CO 



i-HrHOl0000i^000'«*O 
- OOCOOO^r»QO(NC)COO 
^Cl^'^iHCOGMCOCOOOrHCO 
^COOi rHOJCO QbO 



s 



00 
CO 

I* 



^^i-lrH-^iHOiOJOOOOOTftCOiH 

CJ CiOOW iH'^'^<OC01>C0 

tH iH Ol 


(?4 


COCOW»OOiOi(MOrHrHOOCO'^ 
CO tHiHUO iH^COOO-^OX 
tH iH iH 04 Ol iH 


CO 

00 
(M 


«OiHTf'«#iO'^»CtHCO»OCOOt^ 
-iH iHtHCQ tHrHtHiHOJiH 


o 

(M 


^C0"^T*<iO;0;000C0c0'^OI^ 
iH iHiHCQ iHtHtHrHCQiH 


CO 



i^ ■ 

O S iiT •" 

litis 






r.' 



a 



E^ CO ■■■■ ^J ^^ ^^ ^^fe ^^toi 

J CQ QO C/2 CZi l> P l> 

4 



Joint Doc] 



26 



[No. 5. 



»-H 

H 

& 
o 
o 

;>• 

H 
O 

o 

H 

P^ 
Ph 



8 

GQ 

H 

PC4 

O 

H 

H 
(/} 
PQ 
<1 






dn{0 



*«paiij piooi mag 
peAioaai ianom jo ^anoazy 



'•asnoq |oot{os Stii 
-JiBdaz pa«8aipi|nq 'JSuis 
•vqamd joj paspsji ;inioaiy 



'^aoom aiiqnd aq) sapis 
aq saSvM* sjaqoBa; lo^ 



O 
O 



'«* <M CM O 

CO 00 CO o 

rH «0 CQ O 
CO CO 1-1 



O »H "^ O 

»0 CO 00 o 

i-« <M CO 00 
1-1 OJ t^ 



o 
o 



CO 



• C* 'el* 



o o 
a> o 

1-1 o> 



t^cooooort<coooi-iaocoaicooooococo 

00"^00^0>r-4OlO^C0'^00»O«5i-^OCi»O 

^OiCOOOcOOOO(Ml>Cr>CiOi^O^OSOOOO> 
Ci©QOOOOCOOOT-»iO«^l>0<M'00^(MCO 
CO'^OiiHOiC0j>OiCO0^T*<|>t*'^»O00,<MC0 
1-1 tH iH (MfH (MtH iH"^ 



*^imo3 q3«a jo 
8}au)sip aqj ipi in x«) Aq 
paspu' iCaaom ;o ^unoozy 



'Bifjaia diqsiiAioi iCq 

Saaotuodda 'sjajnraaji 
iqsoMO!) taojj paAiaaaj 
SJauoxa looqas jo ijimoixiy 



UBai aq:) Sou 
•npiooqoB papaa9)« aAvq 
^X pire \ uaaM)aq 8jv|oqaB 
sq^aooi JO jaqmna ajSvaaAy 



'iCtonoa qava ui 
lUaqoaa) pagqBnbnn qans 
predsadvM. j6 ^aaoura i«90x 



00 00 CO 00 CO »o • 
CO (M O t^ 00 00 ' 

t^ »0 l^ -^ 00 Oi • 
"^ Oi O 00 00 UO • 
Tj* 1-1 00 CO CO 1-1 • 


OOCOCOt^I^COCOi-iOOOOO 
00t*»O,l>i-»0i«HC0t^O0i 

rHSMCOCOt^COOiWSCOClCO 

co^oco'^i-(*HTj<aioococo 
cvioaiaicococM»oco»o»o 

r-l tH CO 


$573 38 
759 78 
1645 05 
1391 65 
2569 16 
2451 87 


COCOCOC0C0CO»Oi-l'^»Ol>' 
OOiCOCOCOCOOiOO-^CvlrH 

COO-^COOOCOCOCOOOOCM 
CO CO Ci O ••i* iH <M'CO O O CO 

Tt*O'^00C0OrH»OC0Of-< 
<Mi-lWCQrHTfGM'-lrH»0 


$269 32 
244 60 
535 45 
821 45 


1345 26 
670 74 


OCOOOl^OOOOt>»OOOT*< 
t^COOOCOOOTH-^OOOOOOO 

'oou:)TH0500iOOicot>-co 

'CQrHC0iHCO00Oi<M^r^(M 

'(M^t*CM-^J<C0«5t*'^^0O 

iH iH W 


00 00 o 
CO CO CO 


Tt« 00 


'(M C0»Ot* COCMCOt^ 
i^O^^^r^CO'^^^COOO 


O O O 1-H »0 1-1 
O Oi O IC CO (M 

UO "^ 00 CO CO -^ 
CO <N O 00 CO "^ 
^ tH i-< CO (M 


• C00ii0000-^OCO>00 
•COa5I^.Ht*Ot^OiH(MT|« 

•COCviCQOs-^WOt^OOCOTft 
•»O00t^0GCOC0'^00<MGMTli 

• rH(Mr-4THC0(M rHrJ* 



'siaqaea) pagiianb i 
.im i(q %d9\ aaaq aABq i\ 
ano3 qaaa jo 8[ooq3B aq; 
[Bflqiaom jojaqmim iwjoj, 



I 

*i[)imoa qa«a in 
uanoBd) 8[saiaj payi^Biib 
piua 'pjBoq jo aAisnpxa 
qtaooi jad saSsAi a^SsjaAy 



!>.» 



t* J> ^ kC <N CO 

C^ CO CO CO 



<7i»CC5i-iTj<'^aDCOCQCO(M 
THi-H-^iOCOGMt^-COtHCOt* 



CM -^ i> o CO CO 

CO »C CO O CO »H 
lO Tt< »0 »0 UO U5 






c 



(3 

® I: c 



1 fl 



CO •— s 



00»OC0'^>Ot>'CQ|>00"«**-« 
0000»OOiOCQ'^UO'^i-iOO 

^ 



OD 
00 






fl 
o 



It s 



CD 



o 

o 



•2 T? »-• 






I 

fl 








• o 


• 00 ^ 

. T-i 00 


• Oi »H CM CO l^ • g Oi 

• rH CO *0 O •**!>• 

CM CM 


• o 


• 
■ 

• 
• 


1-1 


1 


• o »c 

• 1-1 


• i-l • iH CO (M • g CO 

• • • ^ 


• 
« 









Joint Doc] 



27 



]No. 5. 



00 






CO '^ ^ ^ 

o% CO O) {> 



o 



<M 



CO 



CO 



00 1-H OJ W 

t^ <M CO CQ 

T*4 tH CO ^ 

e»i w *« iH 



CO O Ci »0 -rj* 

1> t* O « CO 

»0 Tt* O^ iH U^ 

CQ Ca CO O rH 



o 
o 






»OOJQOOOt^OOOOOO"^00 
-^t^-OOOJOOOOCOOOi^ 

C500^<M0O0OCMCOC0'^'^ 
»O'^<©O:>C>O5'^CQ000QQO 
iO»H00t-«iO00;OQ00Csj00 



Cvi"^<MOOq^»0(?4C0OO 
I^f-i(MO?0(MW»0'rH00"* 

T*<oocoo(Mt^aiOOcocooi 

|>i-4"^ CO"^Ci(MC0t^ 



00 

CO 
<M 



CO 
QO 

o 

00 



t^OCOOt^Oit^OJCDOOO 
COCOOO»6C5Tt<THO(MCQ 

'^O'O'-HCOG^COOOtOOCi 
0>OI>-»-»CQ0i'-<C0OC0»0 
(M0000»-I'^i-«05t-IOOi-H 



o 

CO 

CO 
CO 



00 

o 



(MCO'^ COCO^OOOaOOOiOi 
1-lr-II^CQ OOCO»Ot^lOiH 

i-HIOtI<W«500i^»OWWO 
C0(>}»-<i-Ht^OU0C0»^C0O 
COi-HOiiH COCOOOWOiCS 
tH 1-1 (M CM CO 



CO CO W5 rH 00 CO CO 

•^W ©rjtiOCQ •o'«J<^COCO NU5 



\ o 



00 

CO 

00 






O ' 


(M 00 CO CO 


• 1-t CO 


Q 


lO 


iO 


o 


o 


»o ' 


o;> 00 c:> (M 


• iHOO 


o 


c^ 


CO 


o 


CO 


<X> ' 


CO 


CO 


o 


w 


. (M 1-H lO 


1> 


rH 


^ 


T*« 


uo 


00 


00 


00 


w 


1 Tt« c^ 


CO 


Oi 


t^ 


05 


rH 


tH 


. CO rH CO 




• 1-1 r-i 


1-< 




Ci (M 


CO 


^ ; 




















CO 


00 (^ 


i t^ 


rH 


oo 


'^ 


• "-H O Ci 


CO 


rH 


<M 


rH 


CSJ r- 


i ^ 'rH 


fH 




• (N '^ 


(M 


iH 


OJ 


'^ 


CO 








tH 










rH 




rH 


»o 




f-H 


-o 




O tH 


00 


rH 


CO 


CO 


CO 


Oi 




^ 


'"^ 




o o 


o 


00 iH 


CO 


CO 


^ 




>o »o 


k 


•0 wa CO CO "^ CO CO 1 


»o 


^ 


' o 














§ 




^ 



8).s a 

0^ q 



a JO 



i^sl 
















Joint Doc.] 



£8 



[No. 6. 



BOomzToSooai jo woiqiajjc^ 
pm ffo^iroad 1909 jo tonoiny 



■^ O ^ 



CO 



§s 



00 






H 

B 

Q 
>^ 

GQ 

p< 

O 

Pi 
o 

H 

Ah 

CO 

5z; 



H 

O 

<J 

P< 
H 

CO 

< 



•99eindii{riiM09 fmmn oi{} 9« ' 
P090A XV) [viiofifppv JO moooiv 



00000 

o o t« o o 






r-l 01 O 

s 



o o 

o o 

'0 o 



o 
o 

04 

ft 



*s9)xuqfi 

dntfOMoi jo| pap9n<>9 F™ 
'uosiAjadna aqi iq peM80 
« z«l Qpn j[«q Old JO lonoiiiY 



•^ O CO O CO <0 
01 O 00 W5 T-» I^ 

to r« CM O ^ <M 

00 »o O 00 »o I* 

^ r-4 CO rH CO 01 



»COI^<M'^CO'^1*00 
<0001>OiCi»Ot**0 

»Hi0it*O»HO»0C00* 
^t«tDO)0>>t^O)CO 
01 W tH -^ 01 CO 



*Xmq|{ diqaiuio) 
oqi 11109 Rfooq jo nopjod 
-oid H9VH i{j0u«iib ii«jp VB^ 
Xntmoo qoB9 m fl93i^«|ppjo){ 



CO 
OQ 



O CO Oi »-• OJ 

f-i iH CQ o ud 



OOOOfHCO'^Olt^OO 
»-»»OOiI^iHiH;OC0»-H 



*09pnjq|[ pfiis Q} •snmiOA jo 'O^ 



*i!|uno3 qoes iz{ fxooqofl 
99«Afxd qaiifl papaajiv 9A«q 
}«ip 'RPfxiBip 9Apa9ds8j ijaip 
|0 9no j8inp'|8ai ejvioqos jo 'Ofi 



^ 00 -Wi Ci o »o 

t* -^ 01 00 '^ <o 

t^ O ^ O) CO 00 

tH OJ iH 



OICOOlCOyjfHiHi^O 

i*-t*'qp'^cooico»ot* 

iHl^OOlOOCOCOOOi* 
f-l tH r-l 01 i-« 



*89U«iqn dup 
■11M09 aAVq 3«q;| 0OMO3JO 'Oji 



i> to 01 O t» "^ 



Oi»OI^»CO"^00>I^ 



o 



'i^tmoa vpno oj Biooqos 
ajVApxd vpn§ pspiret^ii OAvq 
)«i^ 'e^auinp OApaodsai xfaifi 
iiii{lfM ^^tqpna J oiivxoqdf jo 'OH 






vpxnpB sfVAUd Tpns popnai 
-)B OAvq 9«i{l 81 P^i* ^ JO "oSv 
aiH oaaM^aq «isioqo« jo *Ojii 



'sxooqos pn» tq JB[oqM 
aiJSon « JO nopfm oqi joj pf «d 
ja^jvnb jad '^anomv o^ueAy 



""^pitsip aApaadsaj j|aq;i iz| 
^M a)«Aud pm laaios 'paiu 
^Xuoaiixim papuans aAvq 9«q) 
^nnoo ipsa uf uvfoqas jo 'Off 



00 



o 



«& 



'vpjvoq 
}afJ9t|p jiaq^ Xq pa4|s|A asoq 
OAvq Aimioa qava iq s{ooqM 
aq; ipi satof) p laqmnn i8}ox 



*uo)3ad8iq 
{ooqoo aqi Xq pa9|0iA naaq 
aAvq l^nnoa qava iq epoqas 
aqi QB tataD jo jaqmna pQoj 



GO 

D 
O 
O 



CO 

I* 



o 



o o 
00 to 



to CO O Oi »o 
O 1-H to ^ to 

CO iH ^ 



CO to 00 to »o 
CO O "^ i^ to 
CO iH -^ 



tH tH 00 rH »0 01 Oi 

w CO CO iH iH to ^ 



OCit^»000000> 
tOtOC^rHOIOOO 



^•«51-^tocool1Ho 

»00)i-iO«COO)00) 
0« iH 0« 



C0CaO»OO»O0^00C000O00'^O 
i-HlOOt^OOitOOtOOCOOOOWd 



OJ»HCOCOOlC4010li-l 



iH rH 01 iH OJ 



i> CO 01 «o »c 

rH 1-H 01 >0 to 
■^ »H UD iH 



towaojt^tocooi"^ 

CO-^OlCOOlCOtOOJ 

fH 1-1 oi i-H "^ f-e f-4 



CO CO ^ wo to »c 

CO iH CO CO 00 t* 



tOOii-l»OC0l>tOiHr-» 
O|rl<lOI^OlC000iOCO 



iQCiOCOCOOOO^OkOO) 

CO 01 ^ to f-4 to 01 to to 



00 OJ 00 1-H CO 

CO to o t* CO 




:^l^i^pq66uCHOS»S^H?UJl4 



Joint Doc] 



29 



[No. 5. 





► © 

► »o 
• on 




15 00 

110 61 






10 38 
3 75 


45 00 
58 50 


0> 

to 

© 
© 




• © 




• © © • 

, o© 

• o »o ' 
















© 
I* 

00 

»H 


<o o »o . en iH CO « 
»^ «o CO • r* CO «o « 

O CO W • W U3 »C ' 

CO iH W • CO W CO * 

«-H CO iH • «-i fH to • 


S S 5P ^ w QD w 
•^ <«i« 01 CO 00 i> lo 

© l^ t^ © t*. © iH 
0) 01 0» © 0% t^ CO 
»H 1-i tH y to Ol 


to 

© 

to 


Olt^OO *t^O)f-<4kOfHO)COf->4C^C)CO 
O O "^ • Oi r-4 »H iH ©1 CO ©I 00 CO 


iH 

oo 

© 

iH 


udto»o tr-it^oiWOicooiooi-Hioco 

t^tHO •00OiCOI*'^C0(MT*«O|(M^ 
i^OOCO •OOt^tOfH "OOOOOOCOOO 

cq iH • CO iH on 


00 
00 

© 
© 

CO 


WdO0> •COCOCi*HfHCO00QOi-lC^)^ 


© 
on 


o CO T*i . CO o »o 

-^ CO CO • Tj« CO 
iH 


• to Ol »0 . CO 'H -^ 

on iH . oi to 

• »H 


bo 

© 

iH 


"«*• 1^ CO . ^ X o 

00 r^ »o . o <N o 

CO 'WW 


• © © Oi t^ 

on 00 iH 


. CO © 

• © © 

• 01 CO 

• 

r 

1 


© 

00 

CO 


00 t* 00 . © ^* »o < 

CO CO t* • (M CO Oi 
-^ • on 1-1 


- 00 01 -* t* © -^ © 

-CO © iH '^H t* 
iH Ol CO 


o 

CO 
00 

CO 


CO O to I 00 CO 
O) 0) 0) ' CO o • 

09 G«) CQ • iH ^ . 


, Ol rH © to © © 

) th «H to on to © 
I iH Ol en iH on iH 

9S 


to 

© 


-^ 00 r^ . r^ -^ i-H . 

on CO Ol . -rJ* "^Ji CO ' 
»0 iH • Ol CO < 


00 © CO t^ © © o 
iH "^ 0) iH on o) 

»H CO "^ 


.to 


•^coio .•r*«'^i>.oococo»ot^©on»o 

kO©C0 't^COI^ i-fiOtO-^COtOi-J 


(?n 

00 

© 


I^"^ooco©^©»o^*^•©cotow^•oo 

CO 00 "^ r^ 00 on CO »o »o CO CO © 

iH on iH CO 


CO 

on 
on 



»*••■«••••'•••«• 

•-gfc s'*sSS' 

III sill ill^^s^s- 



Joint Dae] 31 [No.5 



NOTES ON THE PEECEDING TABLES, 

Remark 1. — There are three tables designated severally by the 
three letters A B and C. These letters in the following notes will 
«Iiow to which table the remarks made are severally applicable. 

Il£»rARK 2. — The Inspectors and County Clerks were each re- 
quested by circular, to foot those columns in their reports requiring 
it, and to see that the correct averages were given in the remaining 
columns. 

In the reports received at this office from the following counties 
the columns requiring it were footed : Allegan, Berrien, Branch, 
Calhoun, Chippewa, Eaton, Genesee, Kent, Lenawee, Monroe 
and Shiawassee — totBL}Jboted 11. 

In the report received from Lapeer county the columns were 
footed in part. 

In the reports received from the following counties none of the 
columns were footed, [except in a few instances, the column re- 
presenting the number of children within the legal ages upon 
-which the apportionment of public money is based] Barry, Cass, 
Clinton, Hillsdale, Ingham, Ionia, Jackson, Kalamazoo, Livings- 
ton, Mackinac, Macomb, Oakland, Ottawa, Saginaw, St. Clair, St* 
Joseph, Van Baren, Washtenaw, Wayne. — Total not footed, 19. 

Averages were properly given in those columns requiring it in 
the reports from two counties, viz : Calhoun and Genesee. In 
the reports from all the other counties these columns were either ' 
footed and the sum total given, or they were left blank. These 
omissions, in connection with other defects some of which are re- 
ferred to in these notes, have greatly increased the work of pre- 
paring the preceding abstract of the Clerks' reports for the printer. 

In the notes on Macomb county a rule is given for obtaining 
averages, wliich may be consulted, when necessary, in the prepara- 
tion of future reports. 

Remark 3. — Had the reports from the several counties reache*^ 
this office so as to give time after the discovery of the errors refer- 
red to, to return them for correction, and allow time for th«m to 
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reach this office again before they were needed in making out the 

annual report required by law from this Department it would hare 

been done, instead of inserting these notes. 

Allegan County, 

(C.) a. This entire sum was received in the township of AHe- 

gan. 

Barry County, 

{A,) h. The report from this county contains internal evidences 
of error under this head. The result is hence omitted in obtain- 
ing the general average for the State. 

(0.) c. This column is to me unintelligible, and so are some oth- 
er parts of this report. Hence this blank. 

Berrien Cotmty, 

(C) d. This entire sum was received in the township of Benton. 

Calkoun County. 

{C.) e. In Leroy the tuition in private schools, is $21 00 per 
quarter, for each scholar in attendance, according to the report re- 
ceived at this office ; and in Marshall, it is $82 00 per quarter. 
These numbers are omitted in obtaining the average for the coun- 
ty, as they must be erroneous. 

(C) /, This entire tax was voted in the township of Marshall. 

Clinton CowUy, 

{B, g. According to the report, the wages paid female teachers 
in the township of Greenbush, is only $113 per month. Think- 
ing this probably the wages per week^ this number is omitted in ob- 
taining the average for the county. 

(5.) h. In the township of De Witt, scholars between the ages 

bf 4 and 18 years, have, according to the report, attended school 

JIfieen months during the year. This being more than the entire 

number of months in the year, is omitted in obtaining the average 

for the county. 

. Eaten Covmty, 

(il.) i. The number 169 in this column, opposite the township of 

Bellevue, in the report received at this office^ has, in pursuance of 

the suggestion of the County Clerk, been removed two columns to 

the right, and is thus made to represent the wh/iie nimiber attending 

school in said township, instead of the number attending vander 

fmr years of age* 
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Genesee Cotmly. 

(C.) j. This entire tax was voted in the township of Forest. 

SSUsd^de ComUy, 

(C*) k. This entire tax was voted in the towni^ip of Pittsford. 

InghoM County, 

(A.) h (B.) I, It is impossible, in several instances in diese coir 
unms, to determine, with any degree of certainty, whether nomfoeni 
are intended to represent dollars or cents. The same is true of 
some other columns in this report. 

Jackson County. 

(6.) m. m. The report received at this^ office fepresents 
that there are 17 district libraries in the township of Hanover, and 
only 5 volumes in all of them. It also represents that there are 68 
district libraries in Napoleon, though the number of volume« they 
coitfain is not given* These are evidently errors, the latter being 
more than six times the number of districts in &e township. Both 
numbers are omitted in obtaining the footings for these columns. 

(C.) n. This entire tax was voted in the towndhip of Leoni. 

Kcdanmzoo Cotunty. 

The County Clerk minuted upon his report that the report receiv- 
ed by him from the township of Climax, in said county, embraced 
a part of district No.2, in Le Roy, Calhoun ccmnty. The School 
Inspectors ought^ in no instance, in making their annual report to 
the County Clerk, to speak of fractional districts. Neither ought 
Directors, in making their regular annual report to the School In- 
spectors. For full instructions in relation to the manner in which 
fractional districts should be reported, see sec. 31 of the School 
Law of 1843. 

Macomb County. 
(A.) o. o. (B.)o. o.(C) o. None of the 5 columns requiring averages 
is given for this county, from the circumstance that the greatest por- 
tion of the averages, under all the heads, in the report received at 
this office, are evidently erroneous. The average time the schools 
in the different towns have been taught, according to report, with 
but one exception, varies from 15 to 63 months, when it can, in no 
instance, exceed 12, and does not often reach 6 months. 

Errors of this kind being so numerous, and some school officers 
5 
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signifying their inability to obtain correct a^rages, I deem it advi- 
sable to give the following simple 

RULE FOR OBTAINING AVERAGES. 

1. For Districts, — ^If one male teacher only has been employed 
during the year, the wages paid per month is the correct average. 
If two or more male teachers have been employed at different pri- 
ces per month, divide the sum of the prices by the number of male 
teachers employed, and the quotient will be the average wages paid 
male teachers in the district. Observe the same rule in obtaining 
the average wages paid female teachers, remembering to give the 
wages per month, and not per toeek, 

2. For Thumships. — Divide the sum of the average wages paid 
male teachers in all the districts, by th^ number of districts that have 
employed male teachers, and the quotient will be the average vte- 
ges paid male teachers in the township. Observe the same rule in 
obtaining the average wages paid female teachers. 

3. For Counties. Divide the sum of the average wages paid male 
teachers in the different towns, by the number of towns that have 
employed male teachers, and the quotient will be the average wa- 
ges paid male teachers in the county. Observe the same rule in 
obtaining the average wages paid female teachers. 

4. The average number of months schools have been taught, the 
average number of months scholars have attended schools, and die 
average amount per quarter paid for tuition in private schools may 
be obtained in a simUar manner. 

(B.) p. The number of district libraries in this county is not giv- 
en from the circumstance that the report received at this office is 
defective. The same is true of several of the other counties. 
The School Inspectors' reports show the number of volumes in each 
district library of the township, hence, also, the number of said li- 
braries in each township. The County Clerks, then, have the ne- 
cessary means of filling this column ; the same that the Superinten- 
dent has of determining the number of township libraries in the 
^tate. 

Oakland County. 

(C.) J'. This entire sum was voted in the township of Orion. 

Ottawa County. 
.(A.) r. (B.)r. These averages are both omitted. According to the 
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former the alverage time the schools in Talmage have been tanght 
is more than 12 months. According to the latter, finale teachers 
in Ottawa received $12 00 per month, and those of Polkton, only 
$1 00 per month. 

Saginaw Ccnmty. 

(A.) 8, s, (B.)*. s, A similar remark would apply to all of these col- 
umns, to that made with reference to Ottawa County. 

St, Clair Cou/Ui/. 

(A.) t. (B) t A similar remark to that made with reference to the 
two preceding counties is applicable to this also. 

(C.) u. The average tuition per scholar in private schools in Cot- 
trellville is, according to report, $6 75. This would be $405 00 per 
quarter for the 60 scholars reported, or $1620 per annum. Think- 
ing this cannot be true, tho $6 75 is omitted in obtaining the aver- 
age for the county. 

Washieuaw County, 

(A.) V, The report from this county gives, probably, the total 
number of months the schools of each township hare been taught^ 
instead of the average number, as the heading requires. The num- 
bers opposite the different towns show that the schools have been 
taught from 25 to 81 months durin^the year. There being no 
means of correcting this error, at this office, the number in this col- 
umn is omitted in obtaining the average for the State. 

(A.)w,(B.)w, The average wages paid male teachers in Ypsilanti, 
according to report, is only $9 48 per month, while female teachers 
receive $13 00 per month. 

(B.) X. The average number of months scholars between 4 and 
18, have attended school during the year, varies in the different 
towns, according to the report, from 3 to 198 months. 

(C,) y. Tuition in private schools varies from $1 05 in Lima and 
$1 52 in Ypsilanti, to $8 00 in Webster. 

Wayne Comity, 

(A.)2r. z. According to the report received at this office there are 
56 school districts in the township of Dearborn, in this county, on- 
ly (me of which made a report to the School Inspectors. 

The following is a quotation from the report under consideration: 
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Whole number of school districts in Brownstown, 10 

do do do Canton, IC 

do do do Livonia, 10 

do do do Nankin, 11 

Whole number of districts in these four towns, 45 

Number of districts reporting in Brownstown, 33 

do do Canton, 27 

do do Livonia, 47 

do do Nankin, 40 



Number reporting, 147 

Or, in the four towns in question, 102 more districts have re- 
ported, than the entire number of districts in said four towns, 
which evidently cannot be true. 
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LIST OF BOOKS, 

Recommended hy tlie SupermtendetU of PtAlie InstnuOum as mdtable 
for use in Primartf Schools for Teachers and for Tovmship- Li- 
braries, 

JSloTE — Relating to the Recommendation of Books, — The reader is 
referred to the remarks in the preceding report, headed "6. Re- 
commendation of books/' commencing on the 11th page. 

The Superintendent does not regard all the books in the follow- 
ing list, under each of the several heads, equally meritorious. 
Those which, in his opinion, are best adapted for \ise in Primary 
Schools, are placed first. Bnt when any of these books are in gen- 
eral use in the Schools of a township, the Superintendent would 
not recommend a change. 

When, howeyer, there is not a uniformity, he would advise that 
a series be selected and recommended for general use, either, 

1. By the County Educational Society, after being first examin- 
ed and recommended by a committee appointed for that purpose; 
or, if this is not done, 

2. By a Town Educational Society, where one exists, afl»r 
being examined and recommeded as above ; or, finally, if neither 
of the preceding methods is adopted, 

3. By the several School Districts, in district meeting assembled 
Districts have sometimes, at a regular meeting called for that pur- 
pose, appointed a committee to report a list of books for Use in their 
Schools. At an adjourned meeting they have heard the report of 
the committee and adopted it, with or without modification, and 
passed a resolution to continue the use of the books then adopted 
until it should be changed by a regtilal: meeting of the district cal- 
led for that purpose. 

Any committee by examining the following list of books and 
by considering what are in use in their Schools, can amve at the re- 
commendaHon of the Superintendent in th^r particular case. 

1. 8pdHng Books. 

Cobb's New Spelling Book and First Book, 
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Lamb's Spelling Book and Primmer, 
Saunders' Spoiling Book and Primmer, 
GaUaudet & Hooker's Spelling Book. 

2. Reading Books, 
Cobb^s New Juvenile Readers, Nos. 1, 2, and 3, 

" " Sequel and North American Reader, 

Swan's Series, (in four numbers,) 
Saunder's School Readers, (in four numbers,) 
The American Popular Lessons, Introduction and Sequal to the 

same, and School Friend, 
Sweet's Jllocution, 
Porter's Rhetorical Reader, 
Willson's American Class Reader, 
Lovell's United States Speaker, 
Knowles' Rhetorical Reader. 

3. Arithmetics, 
Colbum's First Lessons in Arithmetic, 
Adams' New Arithmetic, 

Davies' Arithmetic, (in two parts,) 
Emerson'^ Arithmetic, in three par*ts, 
Perkins' Elementary and Higher Arithmetics^ 
Thompson's Arithmetic, (in two parts,) 

4. Geographies, 
Mitchell's Primary Geography, 

Mitchell's Modem School Geography, 

Mitchell's Ancient Geography, 

Woodbridge, Olney, and Smith's Geographies. 

5. Grammars, 
Wells's Grammar, Brown's Grammar, 

Kirkham's Grammar, Whiting's Grammar, 

6. Philosophies, 
First Lessons on Natural Philosophy, by Miss Swift, 

Olmsted's Rudiments of Natural Philosophy and Astronomy, 

Johnston's Natural Philosophy, 

Mrs. Phelps' Lectures on Natural Philosophy, 

Wayland's Moral Science, abridged for Schools. 

7. Chemistries. 

Johnston's Agricultm'al Chemistry and Geology, 
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Johnson's Moffat's Chemistry, 
Mrs. Phelps' Lectures on Chemistry. 

8. Histories, 
Mrs. Willard's History of the United States, 
Mrs. Willard's Universal History, 
Rohbins' Outlines of History. 

9. MisceUaneaus. 
Cutter's Anatomy and Physiology, 
Gallaudet and Hookre's Dictionary, 
Frost's Class Book of Nature, 
Wedgwood's Revised Statutes of the United States, 
Elements of Logic, by Chas. K. True, 
Wright's Analytical Orthography, 
Metrical stories in Chemistry and Natural Philosophy, 
Winchester's Penmanship, in Pour Books; 
Root's Penmanship, in Tv^relve Books, 
Mitchell's Outline Maps, one set for a school, 
Holbrook's Common School Apparatus, 
Town's Analysis of the English Language, 
Boyd's Elements of Rhetoric and Literary Criticism, 
Goldsmith's Natural History, abridged for Schools, 
Oswold's Etymological Dictionary. 

10. Books /or Teachers, 
The School Teacher's Manual, by Henry Dunn, 
The School and The School Master, by A. Potter and G, B, Em- 
erson, 

The Teacher's Manual, by Thos. H. Palmer, 
The Teacher, by J. Amot, 
Pierce's Grammar, Amott's Physics, 
Perkin's Higher Arithmetic, Emerson's Arithmetics, 
Olmsted's School Philosophy, * 

All of the works mentioned under the head of Miscellaneous^ 
(No. 9) in the preceding list of books. 

11. Poriodicalsjor Teachers, 
Teachers' Advocate, a large octavo sheet, edited and published 
by E.Cooper, A. M. a practical Teacher, Syracuse N. Y. Price 
Two Dollars a year. 
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The Common School Jonmal, an octavo sheet edited by Horace 
Mann, and published semi-monthly by Fowle & Capen, Boston. 
Price One Dollar a year. 

The District School Journal, a duodecimo sheet, monthly, at 
Albany, under the patronage of the New York Legislature. Price 
fifty cents a year. 

12. Books for Township Inhraries, 

The Michigan School Library, 

The Massachusetts School Library, (each series,) 

Harper's School District Library, (five series,) 

Alison's History of Europe, abridged by E. S. Gould, 

Lives of the Presidents, by R. W. Lincoln, 

American Constitutions, 

Dick's Works, in eight volumes, 

English and Grecian History, by Miss Robbins, 

Pinnock's Goldsmith's Rome, 

Pinnock's Goldsmith's England, 

Pinnock's Goldsmith's Greece, 

Cooper's Naval History, 

Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry, 

Spark's American Biography, 

Stephen's Travels, » 

Bancroft's History, (three volumes,) 

Spark's Life and Writings of Washington, in twelve volumes, 
8mo. 
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NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OP IRE- 
GENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN. 

To the Supmntdnd€9U of Public Instrtiction : 

In compliance with the law for the organization of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, the Board of Regents submit their ninth annual 
report to the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

The report of the Finance Committee exhibits the receipts of 
the University and the expenditures during the past year. The 
report of the Committee on Branches is also appended. These 
reports require no comment. 

The following are the Graduates of the year : George P. An- 
drous, of Ann Arbor, Mich. ; George L. Becker, of Ann Arbor ; 
Philander G. Buchanan, of Norwalk, Ohio ; Edwin S. Dunham, 
of Kalamazoo, Mich. ; Charles J. Hunt, of Waterford, Mich. ; 
James S. Mitchell, of Greenwich, Ohio ; Anthony Mosher and 
James M. Walker, of Farmington, Mich. ; Charles W. Noble and 
Winfield Smith, of Monroe; William W. Perry, 'of Ann Arbor, 
William W. Phelps and Nathaniel West, of Pontiac, Mich. ; Ho- 
mer F. Schoff and Savillon S. SchofT, of Portland, Mich. ; Adoni- 
jah I. Welsh, of Chatham, Conn., and James S. Whittemore, of 
Detroit, Mich. 

The Rev. J. Holmes Agnew has been appointed Professor of 
Latin and Greek Languages, in place of Rev. Joseph Whiting, de- 
ceased. 

Doctor Silas H. Douglass has been appointed Professor of Chem- 
istry, and C. Fasquelle, A. M., Professor of Modem Languages. 
The salary of the two Professors last named is limited to such pro- 
portion of each year as they may be respectively employed. 

The number of Students cannot be accurately given in this re- 
port by reason of the period it embraces, but will appear from the 
annual catalogue published by the Faculty. It may be safe to say 
they are steadily on the increase. 

From data furnished by the State Treasurer and Commissioner 
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of the State Land Office, the $100,000 debt of the University has 
been redaced $66,150, and it therefore appears the University is 
now indebted on account of said loan $33,850. 

The resources of the Interest Fund have been adequate to meet 
the current demands upon the Treasury of the University during 
the past year. 

It is hoped that the system relative to the University Fund may 
now be considered as permanently settled, and that future legisla- 
tion may not again disturb the finances, upon which alone the Re- 
gents must rely for the advancement of that literature designed by 
the original munificent grant of Congress. 

By order of the Board of Regents. 

J. KEARSLEY, 

ChamrCn Ex, Com* 

Detroit, Dec. 15th, 1846. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

The Committea on Finance would respectfully submit the fol 
lowing report for the year ending July Slst, 1846 : 
Amount of warrants outstanding and un- 

paid August Slst, 1845, $1,446 27 

Amount issued from Aug. 31st, 1845, to 

July 31st, 1846, as per Schedule marked 

A, 5,177 76 

$6,624 03 

Warrants paid by the Treasurers during 
the same period, viz : By J. J. Adam, as 
per his report marked B, $3,074 79 

By D. V. Bell, as per his report marked C 2,029 44 

$5,104 23 



Leaving outstanding and unpaid July 31st, 

1846, . $1,519 80 

T/ie resources of the Board are as JbUotos : 
Balance in the Treasury of the Board, $146 63 

do do State Treasury, 3,646 50 

Showing a cash balance of, $3,793 13 

Deduct amount of outstanding warrants, 1,519 80 



Which leaves a balance after the payment of all out- 
standing warrants to the credit of the Board, of $2,273 32 

To which may be added cash now in the hands of 
ihe Commissioner of the Land Office, but not yet 
reported to the State Treasurer, 654 89 

The aggregate receipts of the Univer|iity fund froia 
Sept. 1st, 1845, to July 31st, 1846, as per schedule 
marked D, have been, (including a balance on 
hand Sept., 1845, of $503,18,) $14,458 52 

Of this amount there has been received from the 
"Sinking Fund," $3,400 85 



f 
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And from which source the further sum of $1,100 00 

will be received on the first of October next / 

In noticing the rapid increase of revenue from this source, your 

committee' have no doubt but that sufficient vrill hereafter be aimu- 

ally received to meet the interest upon the University loan. 

J. OWEN, ^ 

Chairtnan Fmance ComamUee* 
Detroit, My 31st, 1846. 
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Schednde^^Ai^ r^ened to in R^fort of Finance Committee^ 

Statement of the Secretary of the Board of Regents of Expendttures^ 

4fv., since theZl of August, 1845. 

The following warrants have been authorized and issued upon 

the treasurer of the University since August 31st, 1845, viz : 

1845. 
Sept. 12. Warrant No. 425, in fevorof Jno. J. Adam, 

for taxes 09 Jeff Av. lot in Detroit, $8 27 

" 15. Warrant No. 426, in favor of J. E. Chap- 
Kb, for salary as Principal of White Pig- 
eon Branch, for term commencing April 
1, 1845, 66 67 

" 20. Warrant No, 427, in favor of Charles Wil- 
cox, for printing report of committfiie q% 
professoiBhips and diplomas, 15 00 

Octb'r 3. Warrant No. 428, in favor of Abram Sa- 

ger, for services as Professor, as allowed 
by Board Sept. 30, 1845, 100 00 

« « Warrant No. 429, in favor of A. E. Hathon 

for nautical almant^c* % 50 

" 16. Warrant No. 430, in fwor of A. E. Wing, 
for traveling expenses as Regent, in Ap'l 
and August, 1845, 21 00 

** 17. Wairant No. 431, in favor of H. Colclazer, 

for services a^ librarian and postages t^ 

to Aug. 5, 1^, 6 71 

Nov. 11. Warrant No. 432, in favor of A. IL Moore 

& Co., for repairs to University, 49 22 

M " Warrant No. 433, in favor of Major Kears- 

ley, for traveling expenses as Regent, 4 00 

" 27. Warrant No. 434, in favor of Rufua Nuttings 

for salary as Principal of Romeo Branch, 

term aiding Nov. 22, 1845, 66 67 

Dec. 1. Warrant No. 435, in fevor of F. O; Marsh, 

for salary as Piincipal of Tecumseh 
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Branch, term ending Nov. 25tb, 1845, 66 66 

" 6 . Warrant No. 436, in favor of Corselius & 
McCracken, for printing notice of propo- 
sals, 1 00 
« 8. Warrant No. 437, in favor of S. M. Wight^ 

man, for chemical apparatus, 87 11 

" " Warrant No. 438, in favor of James A. B. 
Stone, for salary for term ending Nov. 
29, 1845, 66 66 

" • 9. Warrant No. 439, in fayor of James V. , 
Campbell, for salary as secretary pro tern, 
and expenditures, 25 12 

« 12. Warrant No. 440, in favor of R. R. Kellogg, 

expenses attending meeting of the board, 21 75 

*' 17. Warrant No. 441, in favor of Charles Wil- 
cox, for printing catalogues, paper, &;c., 39 33 

" 27. Warrant No. 442, in favor of A. Ten Brook, 
for salary for term ending 25th Decem- 
ber, 1845, 233 33 

'* 29. Warrant No. 443, in favor of B. A. Smith, 
for salary for term ending 25th Decem- 
ber, 1845, 133 33 

*' 30. Warrant No 444, in favor of Geo. P. Wil- 
Hams, for salary for term ending Decem- 
ber 25th, 1845, • 233 33 

1846. 

Jan. 5. Warrant No. 445, in favor of D. D. Whe- 

don, salary for term ending Dec. 25th, 
1845, 233 33 

« 15. Warrant No. 446, in favor of Geo. P. Wil- 
liams, for services as librarian, preparing 
catalogue. Sec, 15 75 

" 25. Warrant No. 447, in favor of G. F. Rood 

ic Co. for folding and stitching catalogues, 

&c., 4 00 

«' 27. Warrant No. 448, in favor of J. E. Chaplin, 

for salary as Principal of White Pigeoij 

Branch, for term ending Dec. 31, 1845, 66 67 
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Feb* 3. Warrant No. 44^, in favor of John J. Adam« 

for insurance on University, 201 00 

" 6. Warrant No. 450, in favor of Zina Pitcher, 

for expensas attending meeting, postage, 

&c., 18 76 

" 10. Warrant No. 451, in favor John J. Adam, 

traveling expenses as Regent, 43 00 

" 13. Warrant No. 452, in favor of Sherman & 

Smith for engraving diplomas, 121 20 

Mar. 7. Warrant No. 453, in favor of William Dra- 

' per, for expenses as Regent in 1840, *41, 

and '42, 54 87 

" 25. Warrant No. 434, in favor of Rufus Nutting, 

' for salary for term ending March 21, *46, 66 67 

Feb. 23. Warrant No. 455, in favor of E. N. Wil- 

cox, for salary as secretary pro tem, for 
quarter ending January 28th, 1846, 25 00 

Mar. 25* Warrant No. 456, in favor of Geo. P. Wil- 
liams, for salary for term ending 15th 
April, 1846, ' 233 33 

it « Warrant No. 457, in fovor of ^A. Ten Brook, 
for salary for term ending April 15th, 
1846, 233 33 

Ap'l 1. Warrant No. 458, in favor of F. O. Marsh, 

salery for term ending March 20, 1846, 66 66 

" 9. Warrant No 459, in favor of W. E. Peters, 

in part of account of April 4th, 100 00 

" " Warrant No. 460, in favor of B. A. Smith, 
for salary for term ending Apnl 15th, 

1846, 133 33 

« " Warrant No. 461, in favor of D. D. Whe- . 

don for salary for term ending April 15th 

1846, 233 33 

" 29. Warrant No. 462, in favor of W. E. Peters, 

for balance of account of April 4th, 30 48 

" 30. Warrant No. 463, in favor of James A. B. 

Stone, for salary for term ending April, 

1846, 66 66 
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May 2. Warrant No. 464, fevor of M. Allen for ex- 
penses attending meeting of Board, April 
21st, 2 60 

" ". Warrant No. 465, in favor Moore & Con- 
nell, for acc'ts allowed by Ex. Com. Ap'l 
28th, 1846, repairs on University, 80 80 

** " Warrant No. 466, in favor of Degraff & 
Townsend for acc't allowed by Ex. Com. 
hardware for do. 15 07 

« a Warrent No. 467, in favor of G. D. Hffl 
& Co. for acc't allowed by Ex. Com. 
lumber for do., . 4 94 

" " Warrant No. 468, in favor of Thos. Lam- 

V bert, acc'ts allowed by Ex. Com. repairs 

on do., 20 53 

« u Warrant No. 469, in favor of C. Hatha- 
way, allowed by Ex. Com. repairs on do. 15 54 
" " Warrant No. 470, in favor of H. A. Moore, 

acc't allowed by Ex. Com. repairs, 3 75 

** " Warrant No. 47 1 , in favor of A. Ten Brook, 
acc't allowed by Ex. Com. by order of 
Board at meeting, Apiil21st, 51 94 

Warrant No. 472, in favor of Christian 
Eberbach, acc't allowed by Ex. Com. 
chemicals for University, 20 82 

Warrant No. 473, in favor of Richard 
Reams, acc'ts allowed by Ex. Com. re- 
pairs fordo., 13 03 
Warrant No. 474, in favor of A. M. Leran, 

acc'tallowedby Ex. Com. repairs for do., 2 00 

« Warrant No. 475, in favor of J. S. & S. A. 

Bagg, acc*t allowed by E x. Com., 3 00 

Warrant No. 476, in favor of A. S. Bagg, 

acc'ts allowed by Ex. Com., 26 25 

Wan-ant No. 477, in lavor of Bagg & Har- 
mon, acc'ts allowed by Ex. Com., 16 29 
Warrant No. 478, in favor of S. S. Schoff, 



€4 (( 
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acc^t allowed by Ex. Com., for primiiig 

Catalogue of Librar]^, 59 60 

" Warrant No. 479, in fevor of J. Tlolmes 

Agni3w, for salary for May term, 233 33 

" 16. Warrant No. 480, in feror of E. N. WiU- 

cox, for salary for quarter ending April 
28itli,. 25 00 

June 9. Warrant No. 481, in &vor of George P. 

Marsh, Yt., for book and interest, by re« 
solution of Board, April 2lBt, 23 40 

" 27. Warrant No. 482, in favor of D. D. Whe- 

don, for rent^ 8 33 

July 15. Warrant No. 483, in &vor of Thos. Lam- 
bert, acc't for painting, &c., of June 19, 

1846, 34 48 

€i u , Warrant No. 484, in favor of George P. 

Williams, salary for term ending Augrust 

5th 1846, 233 34 

" " Warrant No. 485, in favor of D. D. Whe- 

don, salary for term ending August 5th, 233 33 
*' " Warrant No. 486, in favor of A. Ten Brook, 

salary for term ending Aug. 5th 1846, 233 33 

** " Warrant No. 487, in favor of James. A. 

B. Stone, salary for term ending July 11, 

1846, 66 66 

** " Warrant No. 488, in favor of B. A. Smith, 

salary for term ending Aug. 5th, 1846, 133 34 

*' " Warrant No. 489, in favor of J. Holmes, ^ 
Agnew, for part of salary for term ending 
^ Dec. 25th, 1846. 166 66 

•* 16 Warrant No. 490, in favor of Rufus Nut- 
ting, for term ending July 11, 1846. 66 67 

^* 25 Warrant No. 491, in favor of S. S. Schoff, 
for services as Assistant Librarian for 
terms ending Ap'l 15, and Aug. 5th '46, 20 00 

•* 28 Warrant No. 492, in favor of J. E. Caplin, 
for salary as Principal of White Pigeon 
Branch, term ending April 10, 1846, 66 67 



^ 
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« u Warrwt No. 493, in favor of J, E. Chap- * 

lin, for salary term ending August 1646, 66 67 

** *• Warrant ^o. 494, in favor of John Owen 
& Co. for acc't for paints, &:c. furnished 
University, 19 37 

« u Warrant No. 495, in favor of E, H. Pilcher, 
for expenses attending meeting of the 
Board, 5 50 

$5,177 77 



Nmubers and amounts of University Warrants outstanding My 31, 

1846. ' 



No. 


395, 


«< 


481, 


«c - 


426, 


<4 


483, 


4C 


484, 


«< 


485, 


«( 


486, 


« 


487, 


^( 


488, 


^( 


489, 


•< 


490, 


« 


491, 


« 


492, 


. ^< 


493, 


« 


494, 


«. 


495, 



$83 22 


23 


40 


66 


67 


34 


98 


233 34 


233 


33 


233 


33 


66 


^% 


133 


34 


166 


66 


66 


67 


20 


00 


66 


67 


66 


67 


19 


37 


5 


50 



$1,519 81 
E. N. WILLCOX, Sec'y, 



Ihtrok, July 31, 1846. 
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Schedule "B" r^enel to in Report of Finance Commitiet; 
University of Michigan^ in account with John J. Adam, Treasurer: 



DR. 
1845. 
Oct. 31. 

To paid war'nt No 373,$200 00 

398 



K 

(•' 
tt 
i( 
U 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 



Dec. 31. 
To paid 



It 



tt 



It 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



It 



It 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



1846" 

January 12. 
To paid 
February 4. 
To paid 



(4 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



410 
411 
417 
420 
421 
422 
424 
425 
427 
428 
429 
430 
431 

408 
419 
423 
433 
434 
435 
436 
437 
438 
439 
440 
441 
442 
443 
444 

432 

415 
445 
446 



66 66 

66 66 
233 33 

66 66 
233 33 
100 00 

66 67 

233 33 

8 27 

15 00 

100 00 

2 50 

21 00 

6 71 

66 66 

17 00 

5 25 

4 00 

66 67 

66 66 

1 00 

87 11 

66 66 

35 12 

21 75 

39 33 

233 33 

133 33 

233 33 

49 22 

7 50 
233 33 

15 75 



CR. 

1845. 

Oct. 31. By cash re- 
ceived from the 
State Treaaury, 

Dec. 30. By cash re- 
ceived from Prof. 
Williams for inia- 
tion fees, . 

By cash from State 
Treasury, 

By cash from Rev'd. 
M. Allen, for rent 
of Gov. Felch, 

By cash from State 
Treasury, 



$1,420 12 



83 00 
994 2<y 

50 00 
527 47 



Carried forward, $2,803 12| Carried forward, $3,074 7d 



n 
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JJmvernty of Michigan in tuxtnmt tmth Jokn J, Adam, Treatwrer, 



Brouglit forward, $2,803 12 

447, 4 00 

448, 66 67 

449, 201 00 



a 



u 



tt 



u 



Brought forward, $3,074 79 



$3,074 79 



$3,074 79 



Detroit, FehrmryHk, 1846. 
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Schedule "G" referred to in rqwrt of Finance Commieke. 
University of Michigan in account with D. V Bell, Trecauartr : 



DR. 

1846. 

May 30. 

To p'd warrant No. 450 
" 451 
" 452 
453 
455 
454 
456 
457 
458 
459 
460 
461 
462 
463 
464 
465 
466 
469 
470 
479 
480 



it 

it 
II 
H 

a 
u 
<• 
tt 
it 
u 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
It 



tt 
n 
tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

<• 

<l 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 



June 30. 
To paid 



tt 
tt 



S18 76 

43 00 

121 20 

54 87 

25 00 

66 67 

233 33 

233 33 

66 66 

100 00 

133 33 

233 33 

30 48 

66 66 

2 60 
80 80 
15 07 
15 54 

3 75 
233 33 

25 00 



CR. 

1846. 

May f22. 

By am't rec'dfrom Rev. 

M. Allen, for rent of 

house occupied by G'ov. 

Felch, $250 00 

May 30. 
By cash rec'd from state 

treasury, 1,633 36 

June 30. 

By cash do do do 6,070 41 
By am*t re'd from Rev. 

A. Ten Bmok for en- 
' trance fees,$109 70,cat- 

alogues, $18, $127 70 
Less postage 8c 

cartage, 1 45 



July 3b. 

By cash received from 
state treasury, 



126 25 



166 46 



471, 51 94 
482, 8 33 
Pdd interest and com- 
mis'n on Univ'ty bonds 
to July 1, 1846, 6,070 41 

July 30. 

To p'd warrant No. 472, 

473, 



tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
it 
tt 
It 



ti 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
It 
tt 
tt 



474, 
475, 
476, 
477, 
478, 
467, 
468, 



20 82 
13 03 

2 00 

3 00 
26 25 
16 29 
59 60 

4 94 
20 53 



Carried forward, $8,099 85 



Carried forward, $8,246 48- 
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Schedule *' Cr—Ckmtmued. 
University of Michigan in etocowU with D, V. Bdl, Treasurer, 

CR. 

Brought forwaid, $8,246 48 



DR. 

Brought forward, $8,099 85 
1846. ^ 



July 31. 
Balance on hand^ 



146 63 



,246 48 



Respectfully Bubmitled. 



Detroit, My 31, 1846. 



$8,246 48 



1846. 
July 31. 

By balance on hand, $146 63 
Do. in state treasury, 3,646 50 

Total on hand to credit 
of the University, $3,793 13 



D. V. BELL, , 
TVeasurer University of Mich, 
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Schedfde "i>." B^erred to t» Report of Finance Committee. 

Treasurer of the State of Michigan in account with University Inierest 

Fund, 
1845. DR, 

September 1. To balance old account, $503 68 

30. " Cash, 249 69 

668 22 

11,383 00 

540 tda 

767 70 

207 73 

962 20 

1,329 80 
874 83 

275 5i 

/ ' 4,640 93 ' 

700 00 

264 21 

1,090 10 



Octobisr 1. 


" Sinking Pahd, 


31. 


" Cash, 


November29 


" do 


1846. 


J 


January 1. 


" Sinking Fund, 


Febraary 19. 


*' Cash, 


28. 


it it 


JMarch 12. 


it it 

T 


April 1. 


" Sinking Fund, 


30. 


" Cash, 


May 1. 


<i it 

> 

• 


30. 


tt it 


June 30. 


it it 


July I. 


" Sinking Fund, 



1845. 


CR. 


«14,468 10 


- October 31, 
Decern. 31. 


By Cash to Treasurer of U., 

((. a it 


$1,420 12 
994 20 


1846. 
Feb. 28. 


it a it 


527 47 


March 12. 


a it £qj. interest on loan, 


. 540 00 


May 30. 


" " to Treasurer of U., 

t 


1,633 36 


June 30. 


" " forbal. interest on loan, 


5,530 41 


July 31. 


. " "to Treasurer of U. 


166 46 

10 Rl** ft^ 







Balance, $3,646 50 

Statb Tjusasurer's Ofpicb,J 
Detroit, July 31, 1846. ) 

I certify the above to be a true copy of the books-in this office, 

showing the receipts and disbursements by the State Treasurer, 

from September 1st, 1845 to date inclusive. 

A. T. HALL, 

Deputy State Treamrer* 
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ANNUAL REPORT OP THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

This report embraces only the period from the last meeting of 
the Boaxd, April 21st, 1846, to the present time. From the last 
axmmal meeting of the Board to the special meeting referred to, the 
labors of the committee were confined to the ordinary duties of au* 
diting accounti^of the officers of the University, and keeping the 
buildings in repair ; a statement of which has been made by the 
Secretary, and forms a part of the report of the Committee on Fi- 
nance. At the meeting of the Board in April, a large number of 
the accounts, some of them of several years standing, which the 
Committee have not felt authorized to allow, were laid before the 
Board by the Chairman, Maj. Kearsley. These amounts were most 
of them again referred to the Committee with authority to ''allow 
and pay them in their discretion," and have since been passed up- 
on^ and such as were deemed just, allowed. Most of the warrants 
stated by the Secretary as drawn on the 2nd of May, 1846, are for 
their payment. 

The resolution authorizing the employment of Dr. Sager in the 
Professorship of Botany and Zoology, during the Spring term, has 
not been carried into effect. The Committee, upon consultation 
with Dr. Sager, found that gentleman unwilling to leave his profes- 
sional business ^t Jackson, for the short period proposed, deeming 
the compensation offered too inadequate to warrant it. As the 
Committee did not consider the subject of sufficient importance, no 
other gentleman was engaged. 

So<m after the last meeting of the Board, arrangements were 
made by the Committee with Dr. Douglass for the completion of 
the course of lectures on Chemistry, Mineralogy, &;c., for the aca- 
demic year. 

A resolution having passed the Legislature of the State in rela- 
tion to the cabinet of Mineralogical specimens at the University, 
the Board referred the subject to this Committee, with power to 
act as they should deem "expedient." As the resolution ^as thought 
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to be not sufficiently favorable to the interests of the University, 
the Committee, after some elTort, succeeded in procuring the pas- 
sage- of an act, by the Legislature, entitled "an act relative to the 
department of Natural History in the University of Michigan," ap- 
proved May 11, 1846. This is a modification of the resolution, 
and is much more liberal in its provisions^ At a meeting of the 
committee, after its passage. Dr. Pitcher and Acting Prof, Dou- 
glass, of the University, were appointed and authorized to carry 
it into effect. 



Z. PITCHER, It? 1? n 

GEO. DUFFIELD. / ^"^^ ^^' ^"^• 



8 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BRANCHES. 

The committee on branches make the following report : 

Since the last annual meeting of the Board, reports have been 
received from the White Pigeon, Romeo, Kalamazoo and Tecum- 
see Branches. 

The report from the White Pigeon Branch of the 10th of April, 
1846, (the last received,) shows the whole number of students to 
be 39 ; of whom 29 arq males, and 10 females ; and of whom there 
are in the classical department 12. 

The report from the Romeo Branch of the date of March, 1846, 
(the last received,) shows the whole number of students to be 115; 
of whom 61 are males, 54 females, and of whom 52 belong to the 
classical department. But it is said by the principal, in his report, 
that the ** classical department embraces those pursuing the French 
language, as well as the Latin and Greek." 

The report from the Kalamazoo Branch, dated July 11, 1846, 
shows the whole number of students to be 90 ; of whom 48 are 
males, and 42 females ; and of whom 34 belong to the classical de- 
partment * 

The report from the Tecumseh Branch, dated Nov. 22, 1845, 
shows the whole number of students to be 43 ; of whom 23 are 
males, 20 females, and of whom 14 belong to the classical depait- 

ment. 

Recapittdatian. 

BrancheB. Whole No. Males. 

White Pigeon, 39 29 

Romeo, 115 61 

Kalamazoo, 90 48 

Tecumseh, 43 23 

287 , "161 126 112 

No report has been received from either the Pontiac, Niles or 

Monroe Branch. 

E. MUNDY, 

C/i'» of Com. 
Am ArboTf Aug, 4, 1846* 



Femailefl. 


Closncal, &e' 


10 


.12 


54 


52 


42 


34 


20 


14 
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REPORT OP THE BOARD OF VISITORS. 

To the Hon. L Mayhew, Supt. Public Instruction : 

The Board of Visitors appointed by you for the current year 
present their report with much satisfaction, in view pf the whole 
circumstances and prospects of (he University. In particular, the 
efficiency of the Faculty and the conduct and progress of the Stu- 
dents, are such as to inspire public confidence and courage — ^high 
hopes of the future standing of the Institution. It is to the credit 
•of the Board of Regents, and matter of congratulation to the frienda 
of Learning and Education, that in every appointment, professors 
have been secured so well qualified, and so well disposed to foster 
its infant interests. The zeal and devotion of its early professors 
to the promotion of these interests, demands the grateful acknow- 
ledgment of the public. Since the last Board of Visitors report- 
•ed, two members of the present Faculty have entered upon their 
important functions. One, the successor of the lamented professor 
Whiting, and the other, a professor of Logic and Rhetoric ; both 
^mine^tly qualified to carry out the objects of the University. 

A variety of circumstances prevented a majority of the Board 
from being present during the wbole of the minute and thorough 
examination which preceded the last commencement. So far as it 
can be reported upon, it was satisfactory* It is not to be expected 
that in the circumstances in which Students are here collected, the 
studies of the several classes should be of so advanced a character 
as those of corresponding classes in older institutions. But in near- 
ly every class the examination gave evidence of a thoroughness 
and exactness of teaching, which would bear a comparision with 
those of any college. It is important to notice, that one of the 
greatest disadvantages under which these classes seem to l^bor, is 
the great variety and inequality of attainments with which Students 
•enter. The consequences of this we^e i^pparent; duritig the exami- 
nation in almost every department of study. Doubtless it will, for 
43ome time be difficult, if not impracticable, to mainta,ina high stan- 
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dard of admission to an institution circumstanced as this is, but 
the importance of a more thorough preparatory course Ought to 
be kept before the public. A more liberal encouragement of pub« 
lie schools and academies of the higher order is demanded, and 
probably a revival and reinforcement of the branches would prove 
the most effectual means of promoting this object. A comparison 
oF the qlialifications of Students at present in the University, would 
aSbrd uneuivocal testimony to the past utility of this part of our 
UnLiersity system. 

It would be unjust to omit to express the gratification with 
which the commencement exercises were witnessed. The large 
attendance of citizens — many of them from distant parts of the 
State — ^gave encouraging evidence of a growing interest in the for- 
tunes of the University; and there was probably not an individual 
of the many who left the scene of this literary exhibition, disap- 
pointed or dissatisfied. A gentleman, whose opinion is valuable, 
remarked that he had rarely heard the exercises surpassed in point . 
of thought or composition at any of the eastern colleges, although 
in those the commencement exercises are by selected speakers, while 
in this case they were by all the members of the graduating class 
without distinction. This was probably the conviction of all pre- 
sent, whose opportunity enabled them to make the comparison. 

The condition of the buildings and grounds calls for no remarks 
further than the repetition of the well known and urgent need of 
increased accommodations. The Library and Museum were found 
in good order. The latter is being improved by the addition of the 
remainder of the State collection, when under the superintendence 
of Prof. Douglass, in accordance with the provisions of an act of 
last legislative session. The value and interest of the collection 
will also be increased by an exchange of duplicate specimens, 
which is being arranged by Dr. Z. Pitcher. 

The entire management of this important interest is in the high- 
est degree creditable to all connected with it. The character of 
the tuition and discipline within — and the judicious and frugal ad- 
ministration of its affairs without the progress and promise of 
students who have enjoyed its advantages— and the increasing num- 
ber of its classes — all speak encouragingly of its future prosperity 



I 
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and influence. It is thus commended to the confidence and the fos- 
tering care of the State. 

JAMES INGLIS. 

Detroit, Dtc. 14, 1846. 

The following gentlemen compose the Board of Visiters : Rev. 
James Inglis, Eton. Charles Noble, Hon. Wm. T. Howell, Hon. 
Samuel W. Dexter, and Hon. Samuel Denton. 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN. 



No. 6. 



LEGISLATURE, 1847. 



Annual Report of the Attorney General. 

To the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

In pursuance of the provisions of law, the undersigned respect- 
fully submits the following report : 

A very large proportion of the business of this office for the past 
year, has consisted in the examination of questions submitted by the 
different departments of the State government, as to the proper con- 
struction of the Statutes, relating to the duties to be by them seve- 
rally performed. All questions thus submitted have been examin- 
ed and opinions given in relation thereto. , 

There have been four suits commenced by me in behalf of 
the State during the past year, as follows : 

FHrst, A suit in the name of the Treasurer against A. S. 
Porter, on a bond anA mortgage given to secure the State 
Stock issued by the State to the Ypsilanti and Tecumseh Rail 
Road Company. There are several very important questions 
arising in this suit. It is pending in the Court of Chancery, and 
now stands on demurrer, ready for argument, and will be heard 
under the new Revised Statutes by the Supreme Court, at the term 
to be held in May next. 

Second, Is a suit commenced by direction of the Auditor Gene- 
ral and State Treasurer, against the Detroit and Pontiac Rail Road 
Company, for the purpose of collecting the amount due on the 
mortgage held by the State on the road and franchises of that com- 
pany. After a full examination of the laws having a bearing upon 
this mortgage, it was deemed advisable to commence a suit in the 
Court of Chancery for the purpose of foreclosing the mortgage. 
The amoi^nt due is large, and the questions to arise in the progress 

I 
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of the cause are probably as important as any ever discussed in the 
courts of this State. An injunction was obtained against the 
present lessees of the road from paying over the rent to the 
company. This cape also, under the new Revision, will be trans- 
ferred to the Supreme Court, and will probably be heard on the de- 
murrer now filed at the May term of that Court. 

Third, This is a suit against, the Oakland County Bank, also in 
Chancery. This Bank in October last failed to redeem its obliga- 
tions, and made an assignment, and the bill was filed for the pur- 
pose of procuring a judicial forfeiture of the charter as well ^a 
to take the assets from the hands of the assignees and place 
them in the possession and under the control of an ofEcer appoint- 
ed by the Court of Chancery. A. S. Porter, Esq., was appointed 
the receiver, and has taken up, I understand, nearly or quite one 
half of the circulation outstanding at the time of its failure. It is 
supposed the assets remaining in his hands will, when collected, be 
sufHcient to take up the balance of the liabilities of the Bank. 

Fourth. This is a suit in chancery against the Macomb County 
Bank for the purpose of obtaining a decree of forfeiture of the char- 
tar. It was instituted under the instructions of the] Governor, and 
the ground of forfeiture insisted upon, is the entire suspension of all 
business for more than one year. The Bank has had no public 
and known place of business, regularly kept, open, where those 
holding its notes and obligations could at all times present them for 
payment for some time. 

The schedule marked " A," annexed to this report, contains 
the reports of the Prosecuting Attorneys of the several counties in 
this state, so far as they have been made to this ofHce. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HENRY N. WALKER, 

Attorney General, 

Attorney Genetal's Office, ^ 
Detroit, Dec, 28, 1846. f 
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SCHEDULE [A.] 

Abstract of ike Reports of the Prosecuting Attorneys, 

Branch County — H. C. Gilbert, Esq., Prosecuting Attorney. 



Indictments found during the year. 


18 


CRIMES. 




For Larceny, 

assault and battery. 
Nuisance (mill pond) 
Murder, 


3 
4 
1 
1 


Indictments pending at date of last report, 

Total, 


9— 
18 


HOW DISPOSED OF. 




Tried, convicted and fined, 


2 


Dbcharged, 
Still pending. 


6 
10 



Total, 18 

Barry County — Hiram Greenfield, Esq., Prosecuting Attorney. 
Indictments found during the year, 3 

CRIMES. 

For selling spiritous liquors without license, 2 

maliciously beating domestic animals, 1 

No trials during the present year. 

Calhoun CourUy — William C. Rowley, Esq., Pro*. Att^y, 
Indictments at date of last report pending, 24 

Indictments found during the present are 27 

CRIMES, 

For Larceny, 5 

perjury, 1 

assault and battery, 9 

keeping unlicensed tnvern, 3 

selling liquor, 3 

receiving stolen goods, 4 

Carried forward, 25 
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Brought forward, 


25 


For burglary, 


1 


Bexual intercoui'se. 


1 


Total, 


27 


Tried during the year, 


7 


Cass County — James Sullivan, Esq., Prosecuting Attorney, 


Indictments continued from last year's report, 


11 


Indictments found this year, 


11 


CRIMES. 

For assault and battery. 


5 


Bigamy, 


I 


Forgery, 


1 


Assault with intent to kill, 


2 


Forcible entry and detainer, 


1 


Violation of the Sabbath, 


1— 


Total, 


11 


Convicted and fined or imprisoned, 


6 


Convicted and sentence suspended, 


1 


Acquitted, 


2 


Recognizance forfeited, 


2 


Discharged, 


5 


Still pending, 


6— 


Total, 


22 


Clinton County — Levi Townson, Esq., Prosecuting Atiomey, 


Indictments found this year, 


11 


CRIMES. 

For Forgery, 


1 


Obtaining signature under false pretences, 


2 


Violation of license law, 


3 


Sexual intercourse, 


2 


Assault and battery, 


1 


Malicious mischief, 


1— 


Total, 


10 


HOW DISPOSED OF. 

For forjlry,tried 


1 


Still pending, 


9 
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SUITS BEFORE MAGISTRATES. 

For larceny, 1 

SPECIAL SESSIONS. 

For larceny, acquitted, 1 

EaUm County^ — D. A. Winslow, Esq., Prosecuting Attorney. 

Indictments found during the year, 7 

CRIMES. 

For malicious mischief, 1 

Murder, 1 

Obtaining goods under false pretences, 2 

Perjury, 1 

Larceny, 1 

Trespass, 1— 

Total, 7 

Still pending, 6 

Discontinued, 1 

HiUsdah OouTUy-^W. T. Howell, Esq., Pros. Au'y, ad, int. 

Indictments found during the year, 14 

CRIMES. 

For seduction. 1 

larceny, 3 

having counterfeit bills, &c., 1 

challenging to fight a duel, 1 

malicious burglary, 1 

for riot and assault and battery, 1 

assault and battery, 6 

—14 

Finland, Convicted. 

For larceny, 2 

malicious burglary, 1 

assault and battery, 1 

Still pending, 10 

Jackson County — G. T. Gridley, '&^(^,^ Prosecuting Atii$ncy, 

Indictments found during the year, 20 
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For larceny, 

burglary and larceny, . 

assault and battery, 

assault with intent to commit a rape, 

embezzlement, 

resisting an officer, 

selling liquor without license, 

having counterfeit money, &c., 

having counterfeit coin, &c., 

nuisance, 

for aiding and assisting convict to escape, 

escapes from prison, 

Ubel, 

Tried during the year. 



2 
1 
3 



15 



Kent CowrUy — A. D. Rathbone, Esq., Prosecuting Attorruy, 
Indictments on file when present prosecuting attorney re- 
ceived his appoinUuent, ,17th March, 1846, 23 


CRIMES. 

For larceny, 

having counterfeit money, &c., 
passing " " " 


1 
1 
1 


perjury, 

illegal voting, 

destroying legal instrument, 

trespass on state lands, 

assault and battery, 

assault with intent to commit rape, 


1 

1 

1 

11 

2 

1 


selling liquor without license, 
keeping ball alley. 
Total, 
Indictments found since March, 


2 

1— 
23 
5 


For assault and battery, 
obstructing an officer. 


2 
1 


tearing a written instrument, 
having counterfeit money with intent to utter, 
Total, 


1 

1— 
5 
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How disposed of. 




Nolle prosequi. 


2 


Acquitted, 


2 


Jadgment quashed. 


1 


Judgment against bail, 


1 


Still pending, 


21— 


Total, 


28 


Lenatoee County — ^F. C. Beamen, Esq., Prosecuting Attorney, 


Clauses pending at date of last report. 


20 


Indictments found during the last year. 


21 


CRIMES. 




For larceny. 


2 


adultery, 




forgery, 




false pretences. 




assault with intent to abuse female child, 




assault with intent to kill, 




assault with intent to maim, 




assault and battery, 


\ Q 


destroying deed, 


B 


maliciously destroying property. 


^ 


disturbing religious society, 


1— 


Total, 


21 


Convicted and sent to penitentiary, 


6 


" " " county jaO and fined, 


4 


Acquitted on trial, 


1 


Discharged, 


4 


Still pending, 


26 



Total, 41 

Livingston County — L. H. Hewit, Esq., Prosecuting Attorney, 

Indictments found during the year, 6 

CRtMES. 

For larceny, ' 2 

perjury, 1 

assault and battery, 2 

malicious mischief, ' 1— 

Total, 6 
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OdkUmd County — H. L. Stetens, Esq., Praecuting Attorney. 

Indictments found since November, 1845, 37 

CRIMES. 

Murder, 1 

Larceny, 13 

Assault and battery, 1(^ 

Riot, •' 1 

Forcible entry, &c., 1 

Rape, 1 

Maiming animals, 1 

Forgery, 1 

Perjury, 1 

Gross lewdness, . 1 

Seduction, 2 

Nuisance, 2 

Not paying over money in official capacity, 1 

Assault and battery with intent to commit rape, 1 

Whole number, 37 

TRIALS IN DISTRICT COURT. 

For murder, acquitted, 1 

nuisance, do 1 

larceny, convicted and sent to state prison, 2 

do acquitted, 1 

assault and battery, convicted and jBned, 3 

do do do sentence suspended, 1 

do do do judgment arrested, 2 

do do acquitted, 1 

maiming animals, do 1 

Total, 13 

Indictments quashed, 1 

NoUe proaeqm, 2 

Still pending in court, 23 
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SMatoassee County — ^Andrew Parsons, Esci., Prosecuting Attorney* 
Indictments found during the yedr, 9 

CRIMES. 

!For selling spirituous liquors without license, 6 

assault and battery, 2 

malicious injury to personal property, 1 



.Total, 
None of the above cases tiied. . 



9* 



8t Joseph Couvty — H. H. Riley, Esq., Prosecuting Attorney. 



Causes pending at last report, 
Indictments found during the year, 

CRIMES. 

For passing counterfeit money. 

Selling liquor without license, 

Perjury, 

Obtaining goods under false pretences. 

Larceny, 

Assault with intent to kill. 

Shooting through doors and windows. 

Breaking doors and windows. 

Assault and battery, 

Burning hay stacks. 

Obtaining mon^y under false pretences. 

Compounding felony. 

Disturbing religious meetings. 
Total. 



25 
17 



2— 
1* 



St, Clair ComUy-^B* 0: Farrand, Esq., Prosecuting Attorney^ 

Indictments found during the year, IS 

CRIMES. 

For violation of license Taw, 3 

Burglary, 1 

Perjury, 1 

Assaulting public officer, , 1 

Murder, 1 

Assault and Battery, , ,3 

Larceny, 1 

Adultery, 2— 

Total, la 
2 
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Of the above there has been tried,^ 3 

Of which 2 were convicted and 1 sent to state prison. 
Pending, H 

In courts of special sessions there have been tried in all, 5 
For assault and battery, ^ 

Larceny, 3 

On complaint before a single magistrate, and fined, '6 

Woshtenaw County — ^W. A. Buckbbe, Esq , Pro8, AtCy, 
Causes pending at last report, II 

Indictments found during the year, 34 

CRIMES. 

For selling spiritous liquors without license, 19 

assault and battery, 4 

assault of an officer 1 

larceny, 5 

assault and battery with intent to kill, 2 

•uttering a forged order, 1 

forgery, 1 

forcible entry, &c., 1 — 

Total, 34 

Wayne County — A. W* Buel, Esq., Prosecuting Attorney, 

LIST OP CRIMES AJfD MISDEMEANORS. 

Assault with intent to murder, 6 

Burglary and larceny, 7 

Larceny, 43 
Having counterfeit bill in possession vdth intent to pass 

same, 1 

Forgery, 1 

Abduction, 1 

Keeping tavern without license, 2 

Perjury, 3 

Keeping house of ill-fame and disorderly house, 6 

Keeping gaming house, 2 

Assault and battery, 15 

Publishing obscene paper, ^ 

Horse racing, 1 



Joint Doc] 11 ' [No. 6. 

Malicions injury, 1 

Liewd and lascivious cohabitation, 2 

Adultery, 1 

Obtaining goods on false pretences, 3 

Liibel, ' 3 

Assault with intent to rob, 1 

Unlawful sexual intercourse, 2 

Refusing to pay over monies eollected, 2 

Number of persoiis indicted, 108 

i Hoto disposed of. 

Convictions, * 62 

Acquittals, 2 

Not, jpros. 3 

Settled under statute, 5 

Disagreement of jury, 1 

73 

In the balance of the cases, the defendants have eithej abscond- 

« 

ed or have been tried and sentenced to imprisonment in state pri- 
son or county jail in other cases ; or the cases have been for the 
present disposed of for want of the necessary witnesses. 
Imprisoned at hard labor in state prison different persons, 

(there being ofben several cases against one) 16 

Imprisoned in county jail, 2 

Aggregate period of imprisonmen in state prison, 47 y's. 



STATE OF MICHIGAN. 



No. 7. 



LEGISLATURE, 1847 



Annual Report of the Adjutant General. 

Adjutant General's Office, > 
Detroit^ December IH, 1846. J * 

To his Excellency, Alpheus Felch, 

Governor and Commander-m-Chi^ : 

Sir : — In conformity with the 9th section of the 7th chapter of 
the new militia law, approved May 18,1846, which enacts "that the 
Adjutant General shall make a return in duplicate of all the mili- 
tia of the state, with the arms, accoutrements and ammunition, one 
copy of which he shall deliver to the Commander-in-Chief on or 
before the iirst day of December, and transmit the other to the 
President of the United States on or before the first day of Janu- 
ary, annually;" I have the honor to submit the same hereunto an* 
nexed, and also to make my this years report of the administratis 
and condition of this department. 

To the one thousand extra copies of the new militia laws order- 
ed to be printed in pamphlet form, I have, according to your direc- 
tion compiled as an appendix, such rules and regulations, forms 
and precedents, for the use and government of the militia, as will 
enable every one, if duly enforced and obeyed, to carry into suc- 
cessful operation the existing laws. 

Notwithstanding almost all the copies have been distributed to ' 
the different generals and officers in command, as well as to die su- 
pervisors, assessors, town, city and county clerks, there are still ve- 
ry many officers unsupplied^ ; it is therefore respectfully asked, that 
a certain nu^mber of a second edition of these laws and appen<£x 
may be allowed to be printed for further distribution, and in order 

not to swell the state disbursements with an additional amount for 
1 
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printiog the said laws, it is recommended respectfully that the ex- 
pense may be defrayed out of the proceeds of the annual tax £6t 
the support of the volunteer militia as provided by the first section 
of chapter 14. ^ 

Proper care has been and will be taken by the undersigned, that 
these pamphlet laws be not destroyed, by declaring them to be the 
property of the state, and holding the officer receiving the same re- 
sponsible for their safe keeping and delivery to his successor in o^ 
fice. 

The new militia laws did not go into operation until the 4th ^of 
July last; little practical good has therefore, as yet arisen from the 
same^butif sufficient time is allowed without tampering with, or 
changing or amending its provisions, there is every prospect of the 
wholesome reform so long desired. 

The only section of the new law which appears to require legis- 
lative amendment seems to be the 8th sec, of chapter 8 — ^which at 
present enacts, ''that four companies and no more, may be formed 
"within the limits of eveiy brigade of enrolled militia." 

This provision, if not amended, appears to work disadvantage- 
ously, as regards the first brigade, which, being located in the most 
populus county, to wit : Wayne, would prevent the formation of 
more than four, or additional companies within its limits, no matter 
how strong these four companies atpresent organized may be, some 
of which already exceed by double the requisite number of 40 — 
as provided by section 9 of the same chapter. 

It is therefore respectfully suggested that in the Ist brigade, 1st 
division, ten volunteer companies, and no more may be authorized 
to be organized, any four of them to form a separate battalion, and 
the whole ten companies united, a volunteer regiment. 

As the annual assessments were made prior to the month of 
July, no part of the second section of the 14th chapter, which pro- 
vides ''that it shall be the duty of the assessors of each township 
"or ward of a city annually at the time of assessing taxable prop- 
"erty, to make out a list of the names of all persons designated in 
"the preceding section, and the supervisors of each township, and 
"assessors of each ward of a city, shall assess in a separate column 
on his assessment roll every such person the sum of twenty-five 



44 



« 
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^'cents, which said sum shall be collected and returned in the same 
''manner as county taxes are collected and returned/' has been car- 
ried into effect, nor were the returns of the militia rolls, as provi- 
ded by the 9th and 10th sections of the same chapter, to wit : ''that 
the assessors of each township and ward of a city shall, at the 
time they return the assessment rolls, return also to the town- 
ship and city clerks, a copy of the list of the names of all persona 
liable to military duty in their townships or wards," and further, 
"that the township clerk shall, within ten days after the receipt of 
"said list, transmit the same to the county clerk, who shall, on or 
"before the first day of August in each year, transmit the same to 
"the Adjutant General," received at this office, excepting from the 
• different wards of this city, and from the townships of Hamtramck 
and Greenfield, in Wayne county. 

I am, therefore, compelled to resort to the last year's returns ( al- 
though very deficient) to ascertain the numerical strength of the 
militia of the state, and taking it for granted, that the number of 
persons liable to do militia duty has not decreased, and by adding 
the increase of 268, as appears by the returns received, above re- 
ferred to, to the last year's aggregate, the numerical strength of 
the militia appears to be 61,045. 

I cannot refrain firom earnestly soliciting the kind assistance of 
your excellency in recommending to the assessors, township and 
county clerks the necessity of a prompt and accurate discharge of 
these duties assigned to them in the present existing laws ; for un- 
less correct returns are received from these functionaries, no possible 
means exist by which this department is enabled to obtain the same, 
and consequently the state may be deprived of its due quota of 
arms and accoutrements to be received from the general govern- 
ment, as that quota is at Washington, gilways computed by, and 
founded upon the returns from this office. 

In obedience to your direction, I made on the 2l8t of April last,, 
my annual requisition on the ordnance department for such arms 
and accoutrements due to the state as were most wanted for th^ 
service of the volunteer militia, and had the satisfaction of prompt* 
ly receiving 
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From the Watervliet Arsenal^ 
260 muskets and appendages, Ist class, bright, at 

$13 25 each, $3,445 00 

2 caissons, at $340 each, 680 00 

2 setts of implements snd spare parts, $27 71 

per sett, ^5 42 

2 setts artillery harnesses, 2 vvheel horses, $60,- 

68 per sett, * 121 36 

2 setts artillery harnesses, 2 leading horses, 

$48 32 per sett, 96 64 



$4,398 42 

The whole being equivalent, at $13 J per musket, to three hun- 
dred and thirty-eight and four thirteenths muskets, which are receiv- 
ed on account of the quota of arms due to the state of Michigan under 
the act of April, 1808, for arming the whole body of the militia. 

From the New York Ordnance Depot, 

460 infantry cartride boxes and plates. 

620 " cartridge box belts and plates. 

620 " bayonet scabbards and frogs. 

620 " waist belts and plates. 

620 * *• gun-slings, and 

620 " brushes and picks, 
forming and being equal in value, for balance, as nearly as can now 
be ascertained of the quota of arms due the state of Michigan for 
the present year. 

In compliance with the direction of the joint resolution, appro- 
ved May 9th, 1846, which provides "that the adjutant general be di- 
**rected to cause the removal of the state ordnance and military equip- 
" ments to th^ U. S. arsenal, at Dearborn, in accordance with leave 
" granted the state for storage of the same, in a communication 
** from the ordnance department at Washington, bearing date of 
** February 9th, 1846,** I have the honor to state, that the greater 
part of the anns and accoutrements which were stored in and about 
the capitol have been duly transported to the U. S. arsenal at Dear- 
bom, and there turned over to the present quartermaster general ; 
that officer, however, objecting to the removal of the whole, and 
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persisting in retaining, not only the loose arms and accoutrements, 
l>ut even some entire packages of the same here in the city, is the 
reason why the whole of the arms and accoutrements on hand 
"v^ere not deposited in said arsenal as directed by the above resolu- 

tlOB. 

During the month of May last, a requisition was received from 
the War Department, by order of the President of the United 
States, for the enrolment and organization of one regiment of vol- 
unteer infantry, to consist of ten companies, of 777 men strongs 
including commissioned and non-commissioned officers, musicians 
and privates, to hold themselves in readiness to be mustered into 
the service of the United States should they be required. No 
better proof of the efficacy and available service' of our differ- 
ent volunteer companies can be offered, than the promptitude and 
willingness vnth which the following companies have tendered, 
their services, to wit : 

The Montgomery Guards of Detroit, . - Captain Wm. O'Callaghan, 

Ist Lt. Daniel Coghlan, 
2d Lt. Anthony Johnson, 

The Adriaif Guards of Adrian, Capt. Daniel Hicks, 

Ist Lt. A. G. Eastman, 
2d Lt. James W. Helme. 

The Lafayette Guards of Detroit, Capt. Louis D. Clairoux, 

1st Lt. S. Bouchard, 
2d Lt. James J. Cicott. 

The Scott GuEurds of Detroit, Capt. N. Greusel, Jr. 

1st Lt. Fred'k Ruehle, 
2d Lt. Fred'k Kauffman. 

The Brady Guards of Detroit, . * Capt. A. S. Williams, 

1st Lt. M. L. Gage, 
2d Lt. A. K. Howard. 

The St. Clair Guards of St. Clair, Capt. S. B. Brown, 

1st Lt. Israel E. Carleton, 
2d Lt. Y. E. Barron. 
The Monroe City Guards of Monroe, . -Capt. P. M. Winans, 

1st Lt. B. W. Latham, 
2d Lt. John J. Stevens. 



* 
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The Northern Lenawee Volunteers of Lenawee, . . 

Capt. Fred'k A. Kennedy, 
Ist Lt. Tho's M. Cooley, 
2d Lt. Asa A. Whitehead. 
The Wolverines of Berrien County, . - Capt. John Wettermyer, 

Ist Lt. (vacant,) 
2d Lt. (vacant.) 
The Governor's Guard of Hillsdale, . . . Capt. Wm . T.* Howell, 

1st Lt. Cha's Gregory, 
^ 2d Lt. Rockwell Manning. 
The Truago Guards of Wayne Co., . . Capt. Harry Saunders, 

1st Lt. (vacant,) 
2d Lt. James J. Davis. 
The company of Monroe Light Dragoons, Capt. Joseph Loran- 
ger, Jr., and the Tecuraseh Troop of Flying Artillery, Capt. John 
T. Brown, have also tendered their services most urgently, but as 
no order but for Infantry was received, their services as Cavalry 
could not be accepted. 

General Joseph W. Brown, of Tecumseh, was appointed as 
Colonel commanding, and Col. Joshua Howard as Li/pu tenant Col- 
onel,'and John V. Rouble, Jr., as Majorof the Regiment. 

Although the requisite number of some of these companies is not 
yet quite complete, still I have the assurance of the different com- 
manders that their respective commands will be filled up whenever 
their services may be required, and thus the unpleasant task of 
drafting be avoided. 

In conformity with the direction from the War Department, and 
as ordered by you, I have duly notified the Secretary of War of 
the enrolment and organization of the regiment, and also tendered 
the services of the whole or part of said regiment to do ganison 
duty, at the now vacant military posts in the State, in case the De- 
partment should not desire the services of the same at the seat of 
war. 

Theie were two encampments of volunteers held during the 
year ; one of part of the first Frontier Battallion, under command 
of Lieut. Col. Rouble, near Detroit, and the other at Adrian, which 
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(consisted of tbe Adrian, Brady and Monroe City Guards, all under 
die command of Maj. Gen. Henry Smith, of the Fifth Division. 

Much credit is due to that meritorious officer for his valuable in* 
structions in battalHon drills, as well as to the companies compos- 
ing the battalion for their indefatigable zeal and assiduity in per- 
forming camp duty. 

The following companies of volunteers have been disbanded, 
having decreased below the number required by law, and also ne- 
glected to do and perform duty as prescribed : 

The Jackson Guards, (infantry,) 18th Brigade, 9th Division, 
Capt. R. C. Baker. 

The Wayne Artillery, Ist Brigade, 1st Division, Capt. George 
Barnes. 

The Barry Artillery, 9th Bigade, 5th Division, Capt. Morris N. 
Littlefield. 

The Washington Artillery, 12th Brigade, 6th Division, Capt* 
Horace Phelps. 

The following new volunteer companies have been formed and 
organized during the year : 

The Cass Guards, (infantry,) 9th Brigade, 5th Division, Capt. 
F. Walldorf. 

The Niles Infantry, 14th Brigade, 7th Division, Capt. Geo. W. 
Hoffman. 

The Truago Guards, (infantry,) Ist Brigade, Ist Division, Capt. 
Harry Saunders. 

The Northern Lenawee Volunteers, (infantry,) ' 
Capt. F. A. Kennedy, 

The Wolverines, (infantry,) Capt. John Wit- 
termyer. (Mich, Volunfrs, 

The Governor's Guards, (infantry,) Capt. Wm. 
T. Howell. 

The Cass Guards, (rifle,) 8th Brigade, 4th Division, Capt. N. S. 
Carpenter. 

The Wayne Cavalry, 2d Brigade, Ist Division, Capt. H. B. 
Secord. 

By the annexed abstracts of the organization and of the general 
roster, oil the appointments, elections, promotions, vacancies and 
resignations, &c., which occurred during the year, are noted, and 
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the different commandants of divisions, brigades, regiments, battal- 
ions and companies, will thereby be enabled to fill all vacancies, 
either by appcnntment or elections, as provided by the existing 
law. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. E. SCHWARZ, 
Rigadier and Adjutant General^ Michigan MUkia. 
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ORGANIZATION— 1846. 

His Excellency Alpheus Felch, of Ann Arbor, Commanaer-in- 

Chief. 

Brigadier General John E, Schwarz, of Springwells, Adjutant 

General. 

Colonel Fred. H. Harris, of Detroit, Quarter Master General. 

" Peter Morey, of Tecumseh, Judge AdvociBite General 

" Georire E. Hand, of Detroit. 1 a-j j ^ 

" Selah Reeve, of " {Atdes^de^Camp to 

" Geo. N. Gilbert, of Ann Arbor, f ^^^««^-»»- 
Alex. H. Redfteld, Cassopolis, ] ^^^• 

Major Deodatus C. Whitwood, of Dexter, Military Secretary 
to Commander-in-Chief. 

Captain F. W. Lawson, of Detroit, Aid-de-Camp to Brig. Gen. 
Schwarz. 

Mrst Division. — John R. Williams, of Detroit, Major General, 
comprising the first and second brigades. 

Seeond Dvomon, — ^Vacant, Major General, comprising the third 

r 

and fourth brigades. 

Third Divinan, — Chas. C. Hascall, of Flint, Major General, com- 
prising the fifth, sixth and nineteenth brigades. 

Fourth Division, — John Stockton, of Mount Clemens, Major 
General, comprising the seventh and eighth brigades. 

F^h Division. — Henry Smith, of Monroe, Major General, com- 
prising the ninth and tenth brigades. 

Sixth Division, — ^Isaac E. Cfary, of Marshall, Major General, 
comprising the eleventh and twelfth brigades. 

Seventh Division, — Charles A. Hopkins, of Constantino, Major 
General, comprising the thirteenth and fourteenth brigades. 

Eighth Division. — ^Horace H. Comstock, of Kalamazoo, Major 
General, comprising the fifteenth and sixteenth brigades. 

Ninth Division, — Vacant, Major General, comprising the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth brigades. 

First Brigade,— Benj, F. H. Witherell, of Detroit, Brigadier' 
2 
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General, comprising the first and second regiments and Ist battel- 
lion Frontier Guards. 

Second Brigade. — Lawson A. Vanakin, of Nankin, Brigadier 
General, comprising the third and fourth regiments. 

Tnird Brigade, — Edward Clark, of Ann Arbor, Brigadier Gen- 
eral, comprising the fifth and sixth regiments. 

Fourth Brigade — ^E. Sprague, of Saline, Brigadier General, com- 
prising the seventh and eighth regiments. 

Fifth Brigade — A. C. Baldwin, of Milford, Brigadier General, 
comprising the ninth and tenth regiments. 

Siocth Brigade — Isaac Brown, of Pinckney, Brigadier General, 
comprising the eleventh and forty-second regiments. 

Seventh Brigade — Wm. Canfield, of Mount Clemens, Brigadier 
General, comprising the fourteenth and sixteenth regiments. 

Eighth Brigade — Glover N. Buel, of Port Huron, Brigadier 
General, comprising the fifteenth and forty-fourth regiments. 

Ninth Brigade — Wm. Montgomery, of Dundee, Brigadier Gen- 
eral, comprising the seventeenth, eighteenth and thirty-seventh re- 
giments. 

Thtth Brigade — Benjamin Anderson, of Adrian, Brigadier Gren- 
eral, comprising xhe nineteenth and twentieth regiments. 

Eleventh Brigade — Wm. T. Howell, of Scipio, Brigadier Gene- 
ral, comprising the twenty-first and twenty-second regiments. 

Twe^th Brigade — ^Andrew J*. Hays, of Marshall, Brigadier Gren- 
eral, comprising the twenty-third and twenty-eighth regiments. 

Thirteenth Brigade — ^Isaac D. Toll, of Fawn River, Brigadier 
General, comprisbg the twenty -fifth and twenty-sixth regiments. 

Fourteenth Brigade — Thomas Fitzgerald, of St. Joseph, Briga- 
dier General, comprising the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth re- 
giment. 

Fifteenth Brigade — ■ V acant, Brigadier General, comprising the 
twenty-ninth and thirtieth regiments. 

Sixteenth Brigade — Solomon Withey, of Grand Rapids, Briga- 
dier General, comprising the thirty-first and thirty-second regi- 
ments. 

Seventeent?i Brigade — ^Jonathan D, Davis, of Ja^^kson, Brigadier 
(general, comprising the twenty-fourth and thirty-first reginoents. 
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Eighteenth Brigade — M. W. Southworth, of Michigan Centre, 
Brigadier General, comprising the thirty-sixth and forty-first (a 
volunteer) regiments. 

Ninteenth Brigade — A. N. Hart, of Eapeer, Brigadier General, 
comprising the twelfth, thirteenth, foity-third and forty-fifth regi- 
ments. 

N. B. Those brigades, to which, at present, more than two re- 
giments are attached, will, as soon as the numerical strength of 
these regiments will permit, be again subdivided and new brigades 
formed and their allotment dee(!gnated. 

First Regiment of the Line, — Andrew T. McReynolds, of Detroit, 
Colonel, embracing the enrolled militia, and the following uniform 
company, Brady Guards, Alpheus S. Williams, of Detroit, Cap- 
tain. 

Second Regiment of the lAne, — ^Harry Saunders, of Maguagon, 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia, and the following uniform 
company, Truago Guards, Harry Saunders, of Truago Captain. 

First Battalion of Frontier Guards, — John V. Reuhle, Jun., of 
Detroit, Lieut. Colonel, commanding ; embracing the following 
uniform companies, Scott Guards, Federick Reuhle, of Detroit, 
commanding ; Montgomery Guards, Wm. O'Callaghan, of Detroit, 
Captain ; La Fayette Guards, Francis X. Cicott, of Spring wells, 
Captain. 

Third Regiment of the Line, — ^Ambrose P. Young, of Romulus, 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia, and the following uniform 
companies, Wayne Guards, (rifle) Andrew Fitzgerald, of Nankin, 
Captain ; Wayne Cavalry, Henry B. Secord, of Nankin, Captain. 

Fourth Regiment of the Lijie, — John L. Johnson, of Plymouth, 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia, and the following uniform 
company; Livonia Highland Rifle, John S. Jackson, of Livonia, 
Captain. 

lyih Regiment of the Line, — ^Samuel G. Southerland, of Ann Ar- 
bor, Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia and the following 
companies, Washtenaw Guards, C. H. Cavell, of Ann Arbor, 
Captain ; Northfield Greens, Michael Fakey, of Northfield, Cap- 
tain ; Jefferson Blues, James B. Manchester, Captain. 
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Sixih Regiment of the Line, — ^Jonathan R. Bowers, of , 



Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia and the following uniform 
companies, Washtenaw Artillery, Alonzo T. Eddy, of Ypsilanti, 
Captain; Ypsilanti Guards, Captain; 

Central Guards, Elijah Lansing, Captain. 

Seventh RegimerUof the Line. — A. D. Crane, of Dexter Colonel; 
embracing the enrolled militia and the following uniform company. 
Dexter Guards, Calvin T. Fillmore, of Dexter, Captain. 

Eighth Regiment of the Line. — James H. Fellows, of 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Ninth Regiment of the Line. — Denison R. Tucker, of , 

Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Tenth Regiment of tlie Line. — Thomas Curtiss, of 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Eleventh Regiment of the Lifie. — T. R., Allison, of Livingston, 
Colonel; embracing the enrolled militia, and the following volun- 
teer companies: Livingston Troop of Cavalry, F. Webb, Jun., of 
Putnam, Captain ; Livingston Rifies, George Bennet, of Unadilla, 
Captain; Howell Rifles, Wm. Lewis, of Howell, Captain; Cedar 
Guards, Cook, of Handy, Captain; Iosco and Marion Infan- 

try, A. C. Shattuck, Captain. 

Twelfth Regiment of the Line. — Jonathan R. White, of Lapeer, 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. ^ 

Thirteenth Regiinent of the Line. — Wm. L. P. Little, of .Saginaw, 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Fourteenth Regi?nent of the Line. — Daniel Chandler, of Macomb, 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Fifteenth Regiment oftlie Line. — Benj, C. Cox, of St. Clair, Colo- 
nel ; embracing the enrolled militia and the following volunteer 
company : St. Clair Guards," (artillery,) S. B. Brown, of St. Clair, 
Captain. 

Sixteenth Regiment of the Lim. — Sheldon McKnight, of Sault de 
St. Marie, Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Seventeenth Regiment of the Lin£. — Alex. M. Arzeno, of Monroe, 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Eighteenth Regiment of the Line, — Ira R. Grosvenor, of Monroe, 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 
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l^ive^eeKAh Regiment of the In/ne, — Geo. W. Kennedy, of Lena- 
wee, Colotiel; embracing the enrolled militia and the following 
uniform companies : Tecumseh Troop of Flying Artillery, John 
T. Brown, of Tecumseh, Captain ; Clinton Guards, Joseph Kies, 
of Clinton, Captain. 

' Twentieth Regiment of the lAne, — ^Warner Spooner, of Lenawee, 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia and the following uniform 
company : Adrian Guards, Daniel Hix, Jr., of Adrian, Captain. 

TSoervty-first Regiment of the Lint, — Osman B. Blackman, Colo- 
nel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Twenty-second Regiment of the Line. — James Pierson, Colonel ; 
embracing the enrolled militia and the following uniform compa- 
ny : Coldwater Guards, E. O. Leach, Captain. 

Twenty-third Regiment of the Lirie, — John Ahsley, Colonel j em- 
bracing the enrolled militia and the following uniform companies : 
Marshall Guards, Lewis Wilson, Captain ; Battle Creek Rifle, S. 
W. Dodge, Battle Creek, Captain. 

Twenty-fourth Regiment of the Line, — Ab'm V. Berry, Colonel ; 
embracing the enrolled militia. 

Twentyfiiih Regiment of the Lifie, — Harry Mc Arthur, Colonel ; 
embracing the enrolled militia and the following uniform compa- 
nies : Constantino Artillery, Almerin Bristol, of Constantino, Cap- 
tain ; St. Joseph County Cavalry, Washington Weld, Captain. 

Twenty-sixth Regiment of the Line — ^Alexander H. Redfield, of 
Cassopolis, Colonel; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Twenty-seventh Regiment of the Line, — John Wittermyer, of Ber- 
rien, Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia and the following 
uniform companies. Union Greys, Jacob Statler, of Berrien, Cap- 
tain; Niles Infantry, Geo. N. Hoffman, of Niles, Captain. 

Tioentyeighth Regiment of the Line, — ^Vacant, Colonel; embra- 
cing the enrolled militia. 

Twenty^mnth Regiment of the Line, — Charles Nichols, Colonel; 
embracing the enrolled militia. 

Thirtieth Regiment of the X^n^.-:— Alanson Beals, of Schoolcraft, 
Colonel; embracing the em*olled militia. 

Thirty-first RegimeTUof the Line.'-^oBGij^ Fiskj Colonel; em- 
bracing the enrolled militia. 
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Thirty-second Regiment of the Line, — ^Vacant, Colonel; embra- 
cing the enrolled militia. 

Thirty-third Regiment of the Zdne, — Vacant, Colonel; embra- 
cing the enrolled militia. 

Thirty-fovTth Regiment of the Line. — Franklin Smith, Colonel; 
embracing the enrolled militia. 

Thirty-Jvflh RegimejU of the Lin^, — Amos Picket, of Columbisi^, 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Thirty-sixth Regiment of the Line, — Geo. W. Shaeffer, of Ing- 
ham, Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Thirty-seventh Regimeni of the Line, — ^Vacant Colonel ; embracing 
the enrolled militia and the following uniform companies : Monroe 
City Guards, Horace Skinner, of Monroe, Captain; Cass Guards, 
, (infantry) Fred. Walldorf, " " " 

Thirty-eighth Regiment of the Line, — A. L. Dunning, of Homer, 
Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Thirty-ninth Regiment of the Line. — Vacant, Colonel ; embracing 
the enrolled militia. 

Fortieth Regiment of the Line. — Vacant, Colonel ; embracing the 
enrolled militia. 

Forty first Regiment of the Line, — Heber Cowder, of Leoni, 
Colonel; embracing the following uniform companies, Napoleon 
Artillery, J. S. Love, of Jackson, Captain ; Leoni Guards, J. C. 
Lawrence, of Leoni, Captain ; Leoni Cavalry, Heber Cowder, of 
Leoni, Captain ; Barry Horse Guards, Abel F. Fitch, of Michi- 
gan Centre, Captain; Brooklyn Horse Guards, Calvin H. Swain, 
Jr., Captain. 

Forty-second Regijnent of the Line, — Edward Bishop, of Pinck- 
ney. Colonel; embracing the enrolled militia and the following uni- 
form companies : Brighton Rifle, J. D. Appleton, 1st Lieut, com- 
manding; Hartland Rifle, David Atwood, of Hartland, Captain. 

Forty-third Regjiment of the Line, — R. R. Thompson, of Shiawas- 
see Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia. 

Forty-fourth Regiment of the Line, — Elisha B. Clark, of Port Hu- 
ron, Colonel ; embracing the enrolled militia and the following uni- 
form company : Cass Guards, (rifle) Newton S. Carpenter, of 
Fort Huron, Captain. 
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Forty^Jifth RegimaU of the X/^. ^Vacant, Colonel and all the 
field, staff and company oi&cers ; embracing the enrolled militia of 
Genesee. 

Spuadran of Cavalry, — James McBride of Monroe, Major, com- 
manding; Milan Cavalry, Woodward, of Milan, Captain ; 

Monroe Light Dragoons, Joseph Loranger, Jr., of Monroe, Captain. 
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REMARKS. 



STATE OF MICHIGAN. 
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No. 8. 



LEGISLATURE, 1847. 



Annual Report of the Inspectors of the State Prison, 
at Jackson, for the year ending October 31, 1840. 

To the Secretary of State of the State of Mkhigun : 

During the yeiu: ending as aforesaicl, there has been drawn from 
the treasury of the state the sum of $6,500, for the imnKediBie sup* 
poit of the convicts, payment of guards, &c., in addition to which, 
the sum of $5006 has been drawn from the same source in payment 
of officenB* salaries, making a total of $11,506, that has been paid ^ 
by the state on account of the prison within said year. 

The amount disbursed by the treasurer for conveying convicts 
to prison from the different counties, is not included in the above 
sum, as the accounts for that expense are not kept at this office. It 
appears from the agent's report, hereto annexed, that there has 
been expended &r the support of the prison, exclusive of the sala- 
ries above mentioned, the sum of $9,612 53; and for building and 
repairs the sum of $4,385 86. Making the total exgpnses of the 
prison for the year, as follows : 

For support of convict department, $9,612 53 

building and repairs, 4,385 86 

officers' salaries paid by ittate treasurer, 5,006 00 

Total, $19,004 39 

Of this amount there has been received 
from t)ie resources of the prison, inclu- 
dingbalance on hand at the commence- 
ment of the year, the sum of $7,498 39 

From the state treasury as before stated, 11,506 00 

$19,004 39 

I ^m ■ m ^ 

The earnings of the convicts for the year have been $11,016 63 
showing an excess of expenditures over earnings of $7,987 76. 
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It will be observed that the amount received from the treasury 
on account of the support of the convicts is less by Sl,500 than du- 
ring the previous year, the reason for vrhich is, that (2,698*92 of 
the proceeds of the prison labor have been diverted from the build- 
ing department and applied to the supportof the convicts. The 
amount expended on the convict account is $91 ^^ that on the 
account of salaries, $127 21, and that on the building accoant, 
$1,306 00 less than for the previous year. 

The monthly statements of the agent to the inspectors, here- 
with submitted, constitute a true exhibit of the various items of re- 
ceipts and expenditures during each month of the year, and the 
statemoBts and tables accompanying the agent's annual report, 
before veiBrred to, embrace all the facts and statistics relating to 
the afiairs of the jmson which are required by law of him. 

The reports of the chaplain and physician are also hereto annex- 
ed, and we would respectfully invite such attention to them as the 
importance of those two departments of the prison service, are 
considered to merit. 

It appears from one of the tables in the agent's report, that on 
the 31st of October last, there were in prison 122 convicts, from 
which time to Dec. 1, there have been 8 received and 1 discharged, 
leaving in prison Dec. 1, 129, of which number 98 are now at 
work for contractors in the mechanical trades. In employing the 
convicts, during the ensuing year, all reasonable efforts will be 
made to adopt and carry out the policy of having as great a num- 
ber engaged on contracts as can possibly be spared from other 
branches of labor; and for the support of the prison, we shall en- 
deavor to rely more upon the receipt9 from the labor of convicts, 
and less upon the treasury than heretofore, unless it may be thought 
advisable to proceed with the erection and completion of the cen- 
tre or main building, which has already been commenced. This 
building, in its present condition, is of no possible utility, besides 
being liable to continual damage, and its completion is very mate- 
rial to the management and welfare of the prison, as well as very 
important in the safe keeping of the convicts. The prison would 
derive much benefit from it even if the walls and roof were com- 
pleted, after which the most essential portions could be finished 
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from time to time, as the means of the prison would eeem to jus* 
tify. 

Experience has clearly demonstrated, that the laws at present in 
&rce, relat;ing to the state prison, are entirely inadequate for the 
purposes of good government and an economical administration 
of its affairs, and these laws are but little varied by the revised 
statutes, soon to go into force. The law commences by stating 
that '' the prison shall be under the direction and government of 
three inspectors," while in its after provisions, it renders their 
power a nullity, except in providing rules and regulations, leaving 
tliem without power to cause even those to be enforced. 

The law does not make the agent the executive officer of the 
prison under the direction of the board of inspectors, and is en- 
tirely wanting in that clearness and perspicuity in pointing out the 
duties of the two offices, which should be definitely expressed. If 
it is the intention of the legislature, that the powers of the board 
:should be merely advisory, the law should be framed so as to ac- 
cord with that intention; if, on the contrary, it is intended that the 
state prison "shall be under the direction and government" of the 
t)oard of inspectors, laws should be adopted for that purpose. 

That the present manner of managing the affairs of the prison 
may be more fully understood, we would state, that at present, all 
moneys received for the labor of convicts can be expended by thd 
agent, as his judgment may dictate, vrithoutthe advice or consent 
of any other officer of the prison, he reporting monthly to the in- 
Bpectors'the amount and objects of the expenditures. He has alsd 
sole charge of the building department, and may extend or con*' 
tract the building operations without reference to the opinions of 
the ihspectors. The labor of the convicts can be, and has been'' 
leased by him to One bidder, in opposition to a resolution adopted 
by the board of inspectors, requesting him to lease the men to ano- 
ther and a higher bidder. The operation of die present system 
cannot be better exemplified than by appending a statement of 
iacts in connection with the letting of the last contract for convict 
labor. 

The agent advertised for sealed proposals, tiie bids being sub- 
jnitted, it was found tiiat one bid was for from 20 to 30 men at 38 
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cents 'per day ; another bid was for from 30 to 50 men at 28 cents 
per day; both bidders being considered perfectly responsible. A 
majority of the board decided in favor of the highest bid, and re- 
tsommended the agent to accept it and execute a contract ; but, 
ufter mature deliberation, he decided to accept of the htoest bid and 
executed a contract. This was done in accordance with a written 
stipulation which the agent had given before the letting of the la- 
bor had been advertised, that he (the lowest bidder) should have 
the labor of the men at a stipulated price, provided he should no- 
tify the agent within a given length of time, that he would accept 
of the proposition ; which notice the bidder gave. After making 
his decision, the agent proceeded to execute a contract without ex- 
hibiting it to the inspectors or counselling or advising with them, 
which contract was so contrary to the terms of the Jbid, that when 
it was presented to the inspectors, the following resolution was 
adopted by them and placed upon the record of the board : 

"Resolved, That for the following reasons, the board cannot ap- 
prove of the contract recently made with Finney, Howard & Co., 
to wit : There are more kinds or branches of business included in said 
contract than were bid for, viz: carpet weaving, coach and harness 
plating and plating generally ; also, the furnishing of water to a 
greater extent than was understood when the bid was accepted — 
the agreement to furnish a store house for materials and manu&c- 
tured articles — ^the granting to them the U9e of the steam engine, 
without the provision that they were not to have the use of the 
same after they procui*ed one of their own— -the withholding from 
the state the privilege of letting any one or more of the trades 
n^medin the bid, which they did not intend to prosecute— and al- 
so for giving them a preference in letting a new contract, after the 
expiration of the one under consideration. The board consider 
the foregoing provisions as embraced in said contract, contrary to 
the letter and spirit of the original understanding with Mr. Finney, 
who acted for Finney, Howard & Co., when their proposal was 
accepted." 

Much embarrassment is now experienced in consequence of the 
failure of a part of the contractors to pay for the labor of the con- 
victs, according to the stipulations of their contracts. 
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A failure to pay on the part of the contractors, obliges the offi« 
cers of the prison to resort to the state treasury [to enable them to 
sustain the institution. There was due from contractors on the 
first of November the sum of $1244 87, besides which, an amount 
not yet ascertained, but notvarying much from 1000 doUai'S, is in \\ 
suit in the circuit court of this coupty. ' 

The difficulty mainly arises from there being no clause in the 
contracts, by which they become forfeited, if the contractor fails 
to pay. The letting of the contracts is by law, placed under the 
sole control of the agent, but as every department in the prison is 
so seriously affected by the failure of the contractors to pay, we 
cannot allow a subject of so much importance to pass unnoticed. 
We would therefore recommend that the law be so amended, that 
in all contracts hereafter let, a failure to pay according to the stip- 
ulations of the contract would, (at the discretion of the agent and 
inspectors,) forfeit and annul the same. To be obliged to rely up* 
on collections by process of law, would be to deprive the state of 
most of the benefits of the convicts labor. 

The legislature at its last session, in adopting the revised statutes 
having decided to reduce the salaries of the various officers of the 
prison, we cannot injustice to the future welfare of this institution 
abstain from expressing our opinion that the present salaries are 
already sufficiently low, and that it would be difficult to obtain men 
qualified for the stations, at any reduction from the present rates. 
The agent and deputy keeper transact, in the course of the year, 
a large amoimt of business, in which, with the same desire to serve 
the state, but from the diffisrence in the capacity of men for busi- 
ness, the state may Buffer in one year, the loss of one, two or three 
thousand dollars, without any power on the part of the inspectors 
to prevent it. We think the conclusion is reasonable, that the bus- 
iness tident required cannot be commanded at any less than thesal- ^ 
aries now paid. 

There is perhaps no officer in the state, requiring so great versa- 
tility of talent, as the agent of this prison,, requiring integrity, de- 
cision and business abilities in conducting the financial af&irs, in 
prosecuting the prison buildings and in having the convicts steadi- 
ly and advantageously employed, combined with benevolence, firm* 



1 

Joint Doc] 6 [No. 8. 

ness and an intimate knowledge of human nature to enable him to 
obtain the confidence and respect of the convicts, for without these, 
a proper degree of discipline cannot be maintained. No punish- 
ment will enforce obedience, when there is wanting a proper feeling 
of respect and esteem for the agent, and however capable and ef&- 
cient the subordinate officer may be, their efforts are nugatory, if 
.h. .ge« i. ™H^ in ^ p»p» ,«.3i«c..on.. Tii. i JLg 

I 

will apply with much force to the deputy keeper, as he has, under 
the direction of the agent, the immediate supervision of the finan- 
cial affairs, the building department, and the maintainance of the 
discipline of the prison. 

The duties of clerk cannot be faithfully performed by every 
person who can write a fair hand and understands book keeping ; 
strict integrity, practical bufliness abilities, and much discretion ate 
necessary ; and will enable this officer to render great aid to the 
agent and keeper in the discharge of their duties. 

The salaries now paid the assistant keepers and guards are no 
more than a fair compensation for the services required of them, 
and we are of the opinion that the state would lose rather than gain 
by any reduction. 

One of the most important considerations in the government of 
this prison, should be the refonnation of the convicts, we con- 
ceive that the state would derive greater benefits from the practical 
reformation of these men, or a portion of them, than from any sum 
they may be made to earn while confined here ; yet the attempt to 
produce the reformation would not cause the amount of earnings to 
decrease, but would rather add thereto, for much time is now lost 
by punishments and confinement, that would, with a better state of 
feeling, be rendered available. 

We esteem it a matter of much importance to the state, to take 
such measui'es as will tend to improve the moral condition of the 
convict, and produce such a change that when his sentence expires 
he will leave the prison with a determination to earn an honest 
livelihood, respect the laws, and redeem his lost character; and 
not go forth hardened in sin, desirous to lead others into crime, 
and to prey upon society. 

The inspectors are now restricted by law td paying one hundred 
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dpUaiB as tlie salary of the chaplain, and as we 4eem it of para* 
mount importance toward the reformation of the convicts, that the 
chaplain should devote more time to their instruction than can be 
asked or expected for the present salary, we would recoramei^d 
that the restriction be. removed. 

We are confident in the belief that were the present laws so 
changed that the convicts could receive more instruction than cai^ 
now be. given them, that it would tend to reform them and prevent 
crime. The proper improvement of the Sabbaths^ under the charge 
of the chaplain, and a prudent use of the evenings in ment^ cuU 
ture, would make interesting and beneficial to the convicts much 
time that is now monotonous, wearisome, and wdthout chance of 
improvement to them. We would also suggest whether it would' 
not have a great tendency toward the reformation of the convicts, 
if the legislature would, by law, allow the inspectors to adopt rules 
by which the prisoners could be classified and rewarded as they /' 
were found worthy, the reward to consist of a small portion of their 
earnings, and tp be paid to them when they leave the prison. Un- , 
der the' present law, the convicts, without distinction, receive three 
dollars each upon their discharge. This amount is so small that 
many of them are driven to commit crime from necessity ; looked 
upon with suspicion, unable to obtain employment, without the 
means of support until they can get where they are unknown, they 
become desperate ; the commission of crime, detection and recom- 
mitment to prison, follow almost as a matter of course. Would 
this be so, if the convict knew that by a proper course of conduct 
dttring his confinement, he was laying up a small store that would 
support him until he could find and obtain employment 1 The re- 
wards should be graduated, the convict giving most hope'of reform- 
ation Ishould receive the largest amount ; those resisting all good 
influences and remaining stubborn to the last, should be cut off from 
its benefits. We cannot resist the conviction that such a system, 
properly administered, would produce the most beneficial results. 

In the adoption of the revised statutes, we expected to see a 
thorough revision of the prison laws; but from the best information 
we have been able to obtain, there are very slight changes made 
by the revision in the mode of government, and those not touching 
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the subjects we have named. Prompted by a sole desire to ad- 
yance the good government of the prison, and desirous, if possible, 
to suggest such measures as will tend to ameliorate the c<mdition 
of the convict, giving him an opportunity of preparing himself to 
become a useful member of society, we feel that in submitting the 
result of our experience, we are but discharging our duty ; nor do 
we think we ascribe too much importance to the subject ; on the 
contrary, we know our inability to do it justice, and to draw upon 
it that attention it so justly merits. There is no doubt but the sub- 
ject of our prison and prison government receives much less atten* 
tion from the legislature and from the public, than its importance 
and condition demand. 

If this report should lead to a full and fair understanding of the 
subject, however much we may be considered in error in the sug- 
gestions we have ventured to make, we shall feel that the discharge 
of our duty has brought its own reward. 
All of which is respectfully submitted by 

Your ob't serv'ts, 

IRA C. BACKUS, 
LEWIS BASCOM, 
MICHAEL SHOEMAKER, 

InspectoTB. 
State Prison, Jackson, Dec, 3« 1846. 
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Statement ofOhe sev&ai JMbrnMy Reports of the Agent to the ItupectOTM, 

dttring the year ending October 31, 1846. 

[No. 1.] / 

To the Board of Inspectors qfthe State Prison ai Jackson : 

The following is a eorrect statement of moneys received and 
expended on account of said prison, during the month ending No- 
vember 30, 1845. 

Balance on hand per annual report, $215 80 

CJash received this month. 
J. E. fieebe, on labor contract, 
H.Dearaff; do do 

Sundry persons, articles sold, 

Cash expended this month, 
W. P. & L. Kassick, wool, 
Discharged convicts, L. Woodard, 
Oats and hay, W. P. & L. Kassick, 
M. Kellogg $4 9g, H. W. Doney, $S 70, 
Oeorge Miles, reparing stocking loom, 
F. Johnson, land, 
H. C. Bunco, adveitising. 

Balance to new account, 

idSO 58 $280 58 

State of Michigan, County of Jackson. 
J. H. Titus, agent, and W. Budington, clerk of the state pris*- 
on at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the forego- 
ing statement for November, 1845, is correct and true, accordii^ 
to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

J. H. TITUS, 
W. BUDINGTON. 
Subscribed and sworn before *ne, December 1, 1845, 
I. C. Backus, President Board of Inspectors. 
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[No. 2.] 
Th the Board of Inspectors of the State Prison at Jackson : 

The following is a correct statement of moneys received and ex- 
pended on account of said prison, during the month ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1845 : 

Balance brought forward, $108 74' 

Cash received this Month. 
State treasury, per inspector's certificate, 1000 00 

Convicts, on deposite, 1 50 

J. E. Beebe, on labor contract, 120 00 

L. Wilcox, do do 421 95 

H* B. Lathrop, do do 5 66 

!p. F. Ratfabone and others, sundries, 17 9S 

Cash expended this Month. 
Guards for Nov., 6 men, $33 33 each, $199 98 

do Dec, 6 men, $33 34 each, 200 04 

Rations for Nov., Berry & Rice, 36 92, Ra-' 

tions6|, 249 21 

Rations for Dec, J. Sumner, 38 07, Rations, 

6 7-30, 237 30 

Discharged convicts, D. Pearl, J. Merwin and 

C.Mahon, 9 00 

IVood, Waldo, $4 00, J. B. Van Patten, $4 59, 8 59 
'W. N. Buck, administering oaths, i 50 

.Agent's expenses to Detroit, 7 50 

R. C. Bradford, on acct. for clodiing materials, 100 00 
W. P. & L. Kassick, do do 

do powder, lead and soap, 

"D. F. Dwight, lime acct, 
A. Ten Eyck, stone acct, 
Oats and hay, Foster and Clark, [$7 59, M, 

Elsinger, $4j59, 
J. Hardgrave, plenting reservoir, 
Sager & Jones, paints and oil, 
W. Ferris, brick, 
Balance to new acct., 

$1,675 83 $1,675 83 
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/ ' State of Michigan, County of Jackson. 

J.H. Tittts, agent, and W. Badington, clerk of the state prison 

at Jatkson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the foregoing 

statement for December, 1845, is correct and true, according to 

the best of their knowledge and belief. 

J. H. TITUS, 

W, BUDINGTON. 

Subscribed and sworn before me January 5, 1846. 

I. C Backus, President of Board' of Inspectors. 

[No. 3.] 
3b the Board of Inspectors of the State Prison at Jackson : 

The following is a correct statement of the moneys received 
and expended on account of said prison, during the month ending 
January 31, 1846 : 

Balance brought forward, $427 91 

Cash received this Month. 
J. E. Beebe, on labor contract, 
M. Titus and B. C. Taylor, tailoring acct., 

F. B. Ring and others, articles sold, 

Cash expended this Month. 
Hoover & Co., needles, $ 

G. B. Cooper, postage, 
Discharged convicts, J. Van Alstine, 
Wood, E. Higby, «3 25, N. Rhodes, $1 75, J. 

B. Van Patten, $8 25, H. Densmon, . 75, 

O. Elliott, $9 69, L. Gary, $7 44, E. Smith, 

$23 25, 54 38 

Fugitives, D. Titus' expenses^ 4 32 

Hay and oats, J. Alexander, $7 85, H. Lari- 

bu, $10 22, O. Whiting, $9 75, J. Tru- 

ax, $4 75, N. Kibbee, $2 25, P. B. Ring, 

$4 71, J. Wmg, $15 00, 
Wood, H. Densmon, 
Lumber, C. Austin, 
D. P. Dwight, lime acct., 
Balance to new acct., 

$452 78 $452 78 
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State qfMkhigam, Onmty of Jacksoti. 

J. H. Titus, agent, and W. Budington, clerk of the state prison 

at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the foregoing 

statement for January, 1846, is correct and true, according to the 

best of their knowledge and belief. 

J. H. TITUS, 

W. BUBINGTON, 

Subscribed and sworn before me^ February 2, 1846, 
I. C* Backus, President Board of Ifupectars. 

[No. 4.] 
3b the Board of Inspectors of the StaU Prison at Jackson : 

The following is a correct statement of moneys received and ex- 
pended on account of said prison during the month ending Febru- 
ary 28th, 1846 : 

Balance brought forward, $321 59 

Cash received this, month, 
H. DeGraff, on labor contracts, 469 87 

Eaton &; Co., do do 299 90 

G. H. Wilcox, do do 328 16 

J. E. Beebe, do . do 191 15 

W. H. Palmer and others, sundries, 29 64 

Ca^h expended this month. 
Guards for Jan., six men, $33 33 each, $199 98 

Rations do J. Sumner, 3917 rations 6 7-30c., 244 15 
Clothing materials, G. H. Wilcox, shoes and 

mending, 177 31 

Berry & Rice, $18 73. Sumner & Bennett, 
$48 05, Berry & Rice, $12 14, G. H. 
Wilcox, $11 00, 89 92 

> Wood, G. H. Wilcox $12 13, H. Stevens, 
$31 00, F. Mosher, $7 06, J. E. Beebe, 
$9 75, M. B. Adams, $6 00, S. Rogers, 
$9 50, W. S. Pelcher, $10 50, D. O. Lee, 
$17 37, J. Bachelder, $39 21, M. R. Stone, 
$14 06, A. Coe, $61 33, N. Miles, $4 00, 
R. W. Chamberlain, $7 00, 228 91 



Carried forward, $940 27 $1,640 31 
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$940 27 <1,640 31 
10 00 

6 00 

6 50 

2 12 
18 73 
14 75 

1 85 

86 00 



Brought forward, 

FugitiYeSy W. Conger, expenses, 

Disdiarged conyictB, O. Ozmun, F. Dezalier, 

Convicts' deposites, P. Dezalier, 

D. Fisher & Co., cooper work, 

Sumner Sc Bennett, wool. 

Story & Cheeny, printing rules and handbills, 

D. G. McClure, medicines, • 

Lumber, B. & Rice, $35 30, G. H. Wilcox, 
$42 75, S. & Bennett, $7 95, 

Hay and oats, J, F^ahee, $5 60, S. & Ben- 
nett, $'8 00, J. S. Hurd, $32 25, 

J. E. Beebe, blacksmith work, 

D. F. Dwight, lime account, 

H. Degraff, hardware, &c.. 

Berry & Rice, sundries, 

G. Case, stone, 

G. H. Wilcox, l)rick. 

Balance to new account, 

$1,640 31 $1,640 31 

State of Michigan, CowUy of Jadcson, 
J. H. Titus, agent, and W. Budington, clerk of the state prison 
at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the foregoing 
statement for February, 1846, is correct and true, according to the 
best of their knowledge and befie£ 

J. H. TITUS, 
W. BUDINGTON. 
Subscribed and sworn before me, Mareh 2, 1846, 
I. C. Backus, Prendent Board of Inspectors. 
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[No. s:] 

To the Boaard of Inspectors of the State Prison at Jackson: , 

The following is a correct statement of laoiieyB received and ex- 
pended on account of said prison during the month ending March 
31, 1846 : 
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Balance brought forward, $165 50 

Cash receivei this month. 
State treasiuy, per inspectors certificate, 1000 00 

Convicts, on deposite, 4 03 

Visiters fund, 69 36 

J. E. Beebe, on labor contract, 196 26 

G, H. Wilcox, on labor contract, 35 31 

D. Fisher & Co., do do 22 35 

iR, Hemingway, do do 60 00 

H.RLathrop, do do 33 76 

H.De Graff, do do 50 22 

P. B. Loomis and others, tailoring and sundries, 11 15 

Cas7i expended this month. 
Rations in Feb. J.Sumner, 3475, Rations 67-30^$216 60 
Guards do 6 men, $33 33 each, 199 98 

do March, E. Van Wie, 15J do, 16 67 

Discharged convicts, D. L. Smith, A. Sdsser, 

and C. M. Harris, 9 00 

Fugitives, P. S. Titus, $29 50, J. Wall, $20 00, 49 50 
T. H. Eaton, acct. lor oil, &c., 359 23 

A. Temple, paper, 2 15 

Wood, E, Higby, U^ 00, H. & V. Wake- 
man, $45 24, A. R. McFarlane, $18 25, S. 

G. Perry, $12 94, E. Smith, $3 25, J. E. 

Beebe, $4 44, W. W. Peterson, $100 75, 

F. Bams, $1494, G. W. Woodworth,$8 75, 

H. W. Doney, 5 00, G. Davis, $12 12, J. 

Todd, $5. 00> D. C, C^iamplin, $10 12,; J. 

Cain, $2 19, S« Loomis,. $8 00, F. Mosher, 

$20 08, A. Coe,$20 50, H. Mosher, $9 41, 

P. McDonald, $13 83, L. Rugg, $2 00, 
P. B. Loomis, buck mittens, 
Convicts deposites, A, Stisser, 
C. R. Road, transportation, 
A. V. Berry, order to Mosher, 

Carried forward, $1,231 01 $1,647 94 
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Brought forward, Sl,231 01 $1,647 94 

£• Morrill, lumber, 3 86 

J. Robinson, jr., acct. for nails, glass and iron, 38 36 
Hannum & Arnold, bal. for curding machines, 248 00 
T.H. Eaton, pabte, 10 41 

Salance to new acct, 116 30 



$1,647 94 «1,647 94 

State of Michigan, County of Ja/ckam. 

W. Budington, clerk of the state prison, at Jaekson, being duly 

sworn, deposes and says that the foregoing statemeAt for Marchf 

1846, is correct and true, according to the best of his knowledge 

and belief. 

W. BUDINGTON. 
Subscribed and sworn before me, April , 1846. 
I. C. Backus, Prmdent Board of Inspectort, 



[No. 6.] 
To the Board of Inspectors of the State Prison at Jaekson : 

The following is a correct statement of moneys received and ex- 
pended on account of said prison, during the month ending April 
30, 1846 : 

Balance brought forward, $116 30 

Ca^h received this month. 
Convicts, on deposite, 2 85 

J. E. Beebe, on labor contract, 10 00 

B. F. Rathbun, rent, &c., 22 77 

T. A. Swift and others, tailoring and sundries, 26 20 

Cash expended this month. 
Guards in March, $217 25 

Rations, J. Sumner, 3821 rations, 6 7-30, 238 17 

Discharged convicts, M. Wescott, Charles 
Johnson, Jas. Roberts, W. Mason, D.Walk- 
er, and Chas. A. Vincent, 
Wood, W. Cheeny, $9 00, L. Rugg, $1 CO, 

parried forward, 



m 

18 00 
10 00 




$483 42 


$178 12 
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Brought forward, 
Agents expeiuies to Detrmt, 
Convicts deposites, Charles Johnson, 
Fugitives, J. B. Pierce, 
G-. B. Cooper, postage, 1 qr , 
J. L. Toby & Co., medicines. 
Hoover & Co., W. W. brushes, Sec, 
T. H. Eaton, beam of cotton warp, 
C. IL Road, transportation 
B. F. Rathbttn, lumbw. 
Balance overpaid to new acct., 

$567 45 $557 45 
SUUe of Michigan, CowUy of Jackwn, 
A. Ferris, Agent, and W. Budington, clerl^f the state prison, at 
Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the foregoing state- 
ment for April, 1846, is correct and true, according to the best of 
tiieir knowledge and belief. 

A. FERRIS, 
W. BUDINGTON. 
Subscribed and sworn before me, May 18, 1846. 
I. C. Backus, T?rtaii/ad Board qf Iiupectors. 
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379 33 



[No. 7.] 
To the Board of LupeUora of the. State Prison at Jackson : 

The following is a correct statement of moneys received and ex- 
pended on account of said prison, during the month ending May 
31, 1846 : 

Balance overpaid brought forward, $379 33 

Cash expended this month. 
Guards in April,. A. M. Barber, 33 33 

Wood, J. Todd, $10 00, D. Smith, $5 77, J. 
Bachelden, $10 37, J. E. Beebe, $60 75, 
G. H. Wilcox, $4 63, 91 52 

Convicts deposites, John Adams, 3 50 

Fugitives, B. Van Brocklin, 1 50 

Carried forward, $509 18 



J 
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Brou^t forward, 1509 18 
H. De Graff, tobacGQ, tin'^ware, &c., 33 88 
Berry ^Kice, sheeltng and trimmtziga, 35 74 
6* H. Wilcox, ahoes and mending, I qr, 107 77 
W. R. Raynolds, lamp oil and sheeting, 68 30 : 
J. M. Holbrook, repairing pislols, 1 00 
M. S. Billings, one 6 ^hooter, 10 00 
Hayden 6c Co., water lime, 30 00 . 
H. De Graff, tin conductor, nails, &c,, 25 17 
D, F. Dwight, lime account, 83 00 
P. E. Demill, iron, 4 53 
J. £. Beebe, blacksmith work, 1 qr., 40 65 
Lumber, W.R. Reynolds, $2 S5, H. Dens- 
more, $2 44, J. W. Toles, $6 53, 11 22 
Oats and hay, R. H. Anderson, $15 36. P. B, 

Ring, $10 00, 
Jas. Harmen, brick, 

A. Ten Eyck. stone, 

Cash received Ms month. 

H. De Graff, on labor contract, 
D. Fisher & Co., do do 
J. E. Beebe, do do 

G. H. Wilcox, do do 

' W. H. Palmer, rent, 

B. Porter, scrap iron, 
P. B. Ring and others, hogs and sundries. 

Balance overpaid to new account. 
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315 73 



,143 94 f 1,143 94 
State of Michigan, County of Jackson. 
A. Ferris, agent, and W. Budington, clerk of the state prison at 
Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, l^atthe foregoing states 

* 

ment for May, 1846, is correct vtA true according to the best of 

iheu: Icnowledge and beliefl 

A. FERRIS, 

W. BUDINGTON. 

Subscribed and sworn before me, June 8, 1846. 

J. C. Backus, President Board of Inspectors, 
3 
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[No. 8.] 
Jb the Board of Inspector* of Ae SuOe Priiot^ at ^XiuAeoH : 

Tbe follomng is a correct ittteineiit aimoti&fn r oceiTBd and €i- 

pended on account of said priaon during ilia ttumtb ending Smae 
30, 1846 : 

Balan^ overpaid brought ifor^vtod, $315 73 

Cash esDpendei tkii moi^ 

Guards, April and May, 355 97 

Rations, do J. Smmier, 7475 »• ^^ 

tions, 6 7>.30o., 465 94 
Discharged convicts, O. Goodman and R. 

Boyer, 6 00 
Clothing materials, H. T. t'cirris, $2 46, B. R. 

Curtis, <1 50, W. P. &; L, Kassick, «36 12, 40 OS 
Fugitives, J. Buchannan, $1 00, J. McNeil, 

$2 00, 3 00 

Hayden & Co., transportation, 1 99 

L. Kassick k Co., wool, (bo't July, 1845,) 1800 00 

Story k Cheeney, adVertismg and handbills, 4 00 

Convicts deposites, I. Vickers, 25 
Samuel Higby, legal services, ' 10 00 
Oats and hay, J. Murray, $2 50, Kassick & 

Co., $10 95, 13 45 

Brick, J. Marvin, $85 75, B. L. Collm, $28 00, 1 13 75 

Lumber, J. Marvin, 14 25 

A. Walcott, steam cylender, &c., 117 08 

Cash received this month. 

State treasury, per inspector's certificate, $1,000 00 

Convicts^ on deposite, 8T 

p. Firii^r Je Co., on labor contract, 28 00 

B. F. Rathbun and otbars, tailoring and lands, . 18 71 

Bfknee oveipaid to new account 619 91 

$1,661 49 $1,661 49 
State of Michigan^ Comity of Jackson. 
A. Ferris, agent, and W. Budington, deiric of the state prison at 
Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the foregoing 
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«la|eiBent tor June, 1846, ia correct and true, acoordiiig to the best 
of their knowledge and beUe£ 

A. FERRIS, 
W. BUDINGTON. 
Subscribed and sirom before me, July 6, 1846, 
X. C. Backcs, President Board of Jkspectars. 



[No. 9.] 
To the Board of Inspectors of the SUUe Prison at Jackson : 

The following is a correct statement of moneys received and ex- 
pended on account of said prison during the month ending July 
31, 1846: 

Balance overpaid brought forward, $619 91 

Cash received this month. 
State treasury, per inspectors certificate, $1,000 00 

Do do do do 500 00 

United States, support of convicts, 160 82 

Visitors fond, 71 83 

D. Fisher & Co., on labor contract, 32 55 

H. DeGraff; do do 25 00 

J. E. Beebe, do do ' 111 47 

W. Ferris, old wagon, , 40 00 

B* H. Curtiss and others, tailoring, &€., 8 75 

< 

Cash expended this month. 
G«ards fbr June, 252 00 

Rations, do J. Sumner» 3739 mtiom, 6 7-30c., 233 00 
Fugitives, N. J. Pease, 
W. F. Story, postage, 
W. Budington, expenses to Detroit, 
C» Cole, guard duties, 
Sager & Jones, medicims. 

Do paper, iidc^ candles, &c.« 

C. B. Turner, bbi erackers and freight, 

C. R. Road, transpdrtatUm, 

D. F. Dwight, lime acc't, 

' Gamed forward, VHB 87 tl,»50 42 
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Brought fbrwftrd, 
I. Hardgrare, making cktem, 
Brick, W. Ferris, >35 94, N. & J. Ferris, 

$52 81, L. Kassick & Co., $50 74, 
A. Sheley, lumber acc't, 
P. T, Lowe, nails, glass and iron, 
Sager &; Jones, paints and oils. 

Balance on hand to new acc't, 

$1,950 42 $1,950 42 

St€Ue cf Michigan^ Ckyimty of JcuHutm, 

A. Ferris, agent, and W. Budington, clerk of the state prison at 

Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the foregoing 

statement for July, 1846, is correct and true, according to the best 

of their knowledge and belief. 

A. FERRIS, 

W. BUDINGTON, 

Subscribed and sworn bef(»re me, August 3, 1846, 

I. C. Backus, President Board of Inspectors. 



[No. 10.] . 
To the Board of Inspectors of the State Prison at Jackson : 

The following is a correct statement of moneys received and ex- 
pended on account of said prison during the month ending August 
31,1846. 

Balance on hand brought forward, $246 45 

Ca^ received this month. 
J. E. Beebe, on labor contract, 141 56 

G.H. Wilcox, do do 565 86 

D. Fisher & Co., do do 46 98 

H. H. Gilbert and others, tailoring and sundries, 12 75 

Ckish expended this mowlh. 
Rations in July, J. Sunmer, 3917 rations, 

6 7.30c., ' $244 15 

Discharged convicts, N. B. Comstock, L. Ste- 
wart, P. Rent and J. Donelly, 12 00 

Carried forward, $256 15 $1,013 b5 
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firougfat forward, $256 15 $lfil3 55 

Fugitives, A. M. Barber, (3 82, J. Kam, 

tS 39,McDoiialdfcPattei8Oii,$50 00,Sto* 

ry fc Oheeny, $2 00, 58 31 

Wood, H. H. Gilbert, (9 00, O, H. Wilcox, 

<160 00, John Todd, $5 00 174 00 

Convict's deposites, N. B. Comstock, 56 . 

J. M. Holbrook, r^Muring muskets, 150 

Berry Sc Rice, clothing materials, 20 40 

D, Fisher & Co., cooper work, 9 72 

Or. H. Wilcox, shoes and mending, 1 qr., 153 95 

do apron skins, 8 00 

Lumber and shingles, Hayden ic Co., (24 44, 

Berry & Rice, U 67, G. H. Wilcox, 

$205 96, J. Marvin, •25 00, 260 07 

Oats and hay, Choate & Barrett, $17 20, R. 

H. Anderson, $34 50, Berry & Rice, $3 25, 54 95 
Brick, G. H. Wilcox, 82 10, N. k J. Ferris, 

»7 27, 
O. H. Wilcox, harness and scaffold poles, 
D. F. Dwight, lime account, 
J. E. Beebe, blacksmith work, 1 qr., 
M. C. Smith, socks, 
J. Donnelly, work in quarry, 
Qrendorf 6c Root, whitewash brushes. 

Balance overpaid to new account, 147 45 

• $1,161 00 $1,161 00 

State of MiMgaih CaiaUy &f Jaeksan. 
A. Ferris, agent* and W. Budington, clerk of the state prison at 
Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the foregoing 
statement for August, 1846, is correct and true acccnrding ^ the , * 
best of their knowledge and belief. 

A. FERRIS, 
W. BUDINGTON. 
Subscribed and sworn before me, September 7, 1846, 
M*. SaoBKAKSR, PrmderUpro tern. Board qf Intpedon. . 
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[No. 11.] 
^3% theBoard ^ Impedors of 1h$ State JPriim at Jbckion: 1 

The following is a collect elatemeiit of moii^lfiireef^niKl and ex- 
pended on account of said prison^ during the ttonih evdb 

tember 30, 1846 : 

Balance srrerpaid brought forwaxdy $147 45 

Cash expended ihie month. 

Gruards, July and August, 533 12 

Rations in Augutfti J. Sumner, 5813 xations 
6 7-30, 636 67 

Discharged cpmiots, Charles Rice, George 
Soward, Mary CoquUlard, Daphine Jones, 
A. Connelly, J. M. Crane, J. Contois, and 
D. Kelly, 36 00 

Fugitives, H, Anson, $4 25, J. B, Pierce, 
$5 00, 

John Allen, socks, 

Chandler & Bradford, ac<;t for clothing ma- 
terials, 

John Owen, candles. 

Agents expenses to Detroit, 

W. R. Williams, freight and cartage. 

Story &; Cheeney, handbills and advertising, 

Oats and hay, H. Mosher, $13 38, R. H. An* 
der8on,$15 89, 29 27 

(tVfnd«9r and shingles, Hayden & Co.» $11 45, 
A Sheley, $184 36, 

N. Miles, boarding J. Donnelly, 

D* F. Dwight, lime acct, 

F. Moore k Co., acct. for lead and rope, 

L. Bascom,«repamng pump logs, 

A. Ten Eyck; stone. 

Cash received this month, 
J. E. Beebe, on labor contract, 
D. Fisher & Co., do do 

Carried &rwai;d, $1»451 89 $347 61 
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Brought forward, 11,451 8i) 

"W. H. Palmer, rent, 

J. H. Taylor and otheihi, tailoring and anndri^, 
State treasury, per insp^eton certificate. 
Balance overpaid to neifir account, 
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#347 61 


16 67 


8 o6 


1000 OO 


76 61 



«1,451 S9 $l,m 89 

A. Ferris, agent, and W. Budington, clerk of the state ptiioii^ at 

Jackson, being duly sworn, depose a^d say, Uiat die Jbrsgoing states 

mentfor September, 1846, is correct and true, according to the 

best of their knowledge and belief. 

A. FERRia 

W. BUDINGTON. 
Subscribed and sworn before me, Qctober 5, 1846. 
li. Bascom, Prendent pro tern. Board qf Lupcctors. 



[No. 12.] 
3b the Board of Ifupectorsof the State Prisma at JaehoH : 

The following is a correct statement of moneys recdved and ex» 
pended on account of said prison during the month ending Octo- 
ber 31, 1846: 

Balance overpaid brought forward, $79 61 

CSomA receifved this month. 
State treasury, per inspectors certificate, 
Convicts, on deposite, 
J. E. Beebe, on labor contract, 
Q. H. Wilcox, do do 
H.De Graff, do do 

Finney, Howard & Co., do 

do for brick, mortar, fcc., 

D. Fisher &; Co., on labor contract, 
W. Ferris, hogs, 
F. Johnson, stone, 
W. H. Palmer, rent»^ 
M. Dorr31and otiiers, tailoring and sundries, 

Canied forward, $79 61 $3,306 47 
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Brought forword, <79,61 t3|306 47 

Cash expended iki$ months 

Guards, Sept. and Oct., 8 meo, $66 67 each, 533 36 

Gruarda, Aug., C. D. Henderson, (rec'pt omit- 
ted,) V 33 33 

Radons, Sept and Oct., J. Sumner, 7262 ra- 
tions, 6 7-30C 452 66 

Discharged conmts, James Francis and P. 
Stevenson, 6 00 

Fugitives, J. B. Pierce, $2 00, H. R. An- 
drews, $50 00, 52 00 

Wood, Samuel Kells, $6 00, J. Todd, $16 00, 22 00 

Clothing & bedding, W. R. Reynolds, $18 00, 
Sumner & Bennett, $48 20, £. Allen,$2 50^ 
T. Pratt, $1 12, M. Dorrill, $2 00, J. Al- 
len, $2 00, Pinney, Howard & Co.,$381 65 
E. Vedder, $6 00, Sumner & Bennett, 
$5 44, 466 91 

W. F. Stoiy, postage, 3 82 

Sumner & Bennett, lamp oil and brooms, 25 82 

R. N. Farley, chairs, 3 50 

^Pinney, Howard & Co.,hospital stores, tobac- 
co, &e», 22 84 

Ring & Dorrill, expenses for Crane & Lake, 
convicts, 

J. B. Van Patten, milk acct, 

L. Wilcox, shoes and mending, 1 qr., 

£• L. Jones, medicines, paints, oil and station- 
ery* 

H. De Graff, tobacco, 

do tin ware, sheet iron work, &c., 
D. Fisher & Co., cooper work, 
Sumner & Bennett, lamp oil, &c., 
John Kane, amount paid for hospital simdries, 7 09 

Carried forward, $2,046 05 $3,306 47 
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Brought foqfTard, $2,048 05 $3,306 47 

Lumber and timber, M. Bean, $6 85/ J. Mar- 
vin, $10 66, Hayden & Co., $60 21, B. 
Wight, $21 00, M. DorriU, $107 52, P. 
Pease, $8 80, J. N. Dwight, $6 86, L. Wil- 
cox. $175 68, Berry & Rice, $7 11, H. De 
Graff, $109 76, 514 45 

Brick, N. & J. Perria, $60 37, W. Ferris, 
' $149 84, 219 21 

Oats and hay, Sumner & Bennett, $42 40, J. 
Truman, $22 94, M. Dorrill, $7 40, 

D. F. Dwight, lime acct., 

Sumner &; Bennett, glass, nails, Sec, 

D. W. Kellogg, for sand, 

J. Marvin, lime, 

Hayden & Co., rope, 

F. Johnson, brick, 

J. E. Beebe, blacksmith work, 1 qr., 

M. Dorrill, harness buckles, 

L. Wilcox, harness, leather and mending, 

H. De Graff, nails, glass and iron. 

Balance on hand to new account, 

$^,306 47 $3,306 47 

A. Ferris, agent, and W. Budmgton, clerk of the state prison, at 
Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say that the foregoing state- . 
ment for October, 1846, is correct and true, according; to the best 
of their knowledge and belief. 

A. FERRIS, 
W.BUDINGTON. 
Subscribed and sworn before me, November 16, 1846* 
I. C. Backus, Prmdent Board of Inspecton. 
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Annual Report of the Agent of the State Prison. 

To the Board of Inspectors: 

Gentlemen: — The period having arrived in the exercise of my 
duties as the principal officer of this institution, when, in compli- 
ance with the l^w, I am called upon to present to the inspectors a 
complete and comprehensive view of its condition and traosactioiiB 
during the previous year, I herewith respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing annual report for the year ending October 31, 1846 : 

I assumed the management of the state prison, as its agent, on 
the first of April last, a stranger in this part of the state, as well 
as to the members of the board and other officers of the prison; 
and being without experience in that branch of the public service, 
it may be expected that I entertained no small degree of distrudt 
of my ability to discharge its duties in such a manner as to advance 
the pecuniary and moral prosperity of the institution. I have thu9 
far endeavored to conduct its financial affairs vnth a proper regard 
to economy in all matters connected with the disbtirseinent of its 
funds, and in the application of prison labor, and in superintend- 
ing the discipline and moral education of its inmates, I have ever 
had in view the maintainance of order and obedience and the ulti- 
mate reformation of the convicted- offenAr against the laws of the 
state. From their frequent visits to the prison, and their intimate 
knowledge of its affairs, the inspectors can best determine to what 
extent I may have been succesirful in either branch of the ser- 
vice. 

By referring to the various tables, marked A, B, C, D, &c., and 
embraced in this report, you wiH observe that they contain, ift a 
convenient form, a condensed view of tikie financial and other trans- 
actions of the prison during the past yeaiv 

The convicts employed upon contracts hwe earned during the 
year, the sum of $7,456 50 ; and those who have labored on the 
various departments of the prison, the sum of $3,560 13, making 
the total earnings amount to $11,016 63. This anoount is less by 
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$331 44 than the earninga of the previous year, which diminution 
must be wholly attributed to the considerable increase in the num* 
ber of days lost by sickness, old ege, &c. 

The entire receipts from all sources during the past year, inclu* 
ding the balance on hand at the begining of the year, amount to 
$14,001 58, and the total disbursements have been $13,998 39 ; 
though it might be proper to remark, that on an examination of 
the accounts, there appears to have been paid, and included in the 
latter amount, about $2000 00 for building materials, machinery and 
other property, which had been previously contracted for and fur- 
nished, so that the actual expenditures within the year would be 
lessened that amount. The prison is now, with the exception of 
some small demands recently created, comparatively out of debt;^ 
and during the epsuing year, unless there should be occasion for a 
considerable outlay of means in prosecuting the prison buildings, 
the demand upon the treasury for the support of the convicts, will 
be materially lessened compared vrith former years. 

It has not been considered necessary to construct any additional 
cells during the past season, as I found the second tier in such a 
Btate of progress, that new cells could be fitted up for occupation, 
with very little time and labor. 

The centre or main prison building remains in the same condition 
as reported by my predecessor, with only the basement walls erec- 
ted, it having been impracticable to progress with it in consequence 
of other and more important improvements, to which my attention 
and the means of the prison have been directed. Additional shop 
room, having in view a suitable and proper division of the various 
branches of labor under contract, seemed to be required to accom- 
modate the contractors in the mechanical trades, and to obviate the 
inconvenience, it was thought advisable to make a very considera- 
ble addition to the range of shops. In furtherance of that object^ 
a new and commodious brick shop has been completed, 100 feet 
in length by 35 feet in breadth ; two stories high, running east and 
west, and forming a right angle with the previous range; also on 
the east end of the new shop, there has been built a substantial 
brick engine house, of sufficient dimensions for an engine of eightjf 
horse power; one of which, to half that extent, now being in pro- 
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cess of donstraction by Messrs. Pixiiiey, Howard & Co. The shop,, 
occupied by the iron foundry contractor, has been extended about 
76 feet of its length, in place of the old wooden building which 
has heretofore stood adjoining the foundry, and temporarily used 
for that purpose. 

There are now within the yard, workshops to the following ex- 
tent, yiz : The north and south range is one story high, 310 feet 
in length by 35 feet in breadth, separated into three apartments by 
brick partitions, and is now occupied by the coopers, shoemakers^ 
wagon makers and blacksmiths, steam engine and by some portions 
of the manufacturing machinery. The east and west range — the 
new shop before mentioned — la 100 feet in length by 35 feet in 
breadth, and is now, together with the engine house, occupied by 
^ Messrs. Finney, Howard &; Co., contractors for sundry branches,, 
which are hereafter more particularly enumerated. 

The iron foundry shop, which stands in the centre of the yard, 
is one story high, 136 feet in length, by 56 feet wide. The above 
buildings are all built of brick, laid upon suitable stone foundation 
walls, and are well supported with timbers and covered with good 
pine shingle roofs. 

Since the last annual report of the agent, there has been but one 
change in the contracts for the labor of convicts in the mechanical 
trades. In May last a new contract was entered into with Messrs. 
Pinney, Howard & Co., for the services of not less than thirty or 
more than fifty convicts for the term of five years, at twenty-eight 
cents per day, to be employed in the following branches of busi- 
ness, viz : manufacturing woolen goods, farming tools, (except 
' wagons and ploughs,) saddle trees and trimmings, coach and har- 
ness plating, webbing and coach lace, paper of all kinds, shovels 
andhardware, door trimmings, locks, &:c. Prior to the foregoing let- 
ting, Mr. H. B. Lathrop claimed to hold a contract for the services of 
from twenty to thirty men, for the manufacture of jvoolen and cot- 
ton goods, made and executed by my predecessor, and which pur- 
ported to be a substitute for, and in continuation of, a certain con- 
tract previously made with Mr. A. Walcott for the prosecution of 
the same branch of business ; but the paper claimed by Mr. La- 
throp as a written contract, seemed to contain so many provisions 
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aad stipulations which were not embraced in the original contract 
-with Mr. Walcotty and he (Mr. Lathrop,) having repeatedly de- 
clined to pay for the services of the men thus employed by him, it 
became necessary for me, in such an emeigency, to adopt a course 
by which the convicts claimed by him could be employed in such 
a manner that the state should realize the value of their services. 
Consequently, vnth your advice and approval, the men in Mr. La- 
tlirop's employ were taken from him, and the requisite legal notices 
published for letting a new contract. 

Before doing so, however, the matter was referred to the attor- 
ney general, who, after examining the subject, submitted his writ- 
ten opinion that the contract claimed by Mr. Lathrop was invalid 
aad not binding on the agent of the prison. There being a consid- 
erable balance due from Mr. Lathrop, which could not be equita- 
bly and fairly adjusted, a suit was conunenced against him for its 
collecdon. 

Mr. Lathrop has also instituted two suits against the agent of 
the prison, in which he claims a large amount of damages,, for an 
alledged breach of contract on the part of the state. The above 
suits are now pending in the circuit court of this county. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by 

Your ob't servant, 

A. FERRIS, Agent. 

State Prison, JcuJcson^ Dec. 2, 1846. 
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(A.) 

Oeneral Summary cf the Roc&pU and EuBpenditures during the yemr 

ending October 31, 1846. 

Balance on hand Oct 31, 1845, $215 80 

Received bora state treasury, $6»500 00 

'' contractors for labor, 6,523 .65 
'' sundry peisons for rent, articles 

sold, &o., 448 ^2 
visitoiB' fond, 141 19 
'' United States, support of con- 
victs, 160 82 
" convicts, on deposite, 11 60 

Total receipts, $13,785 78 



814,001 58 



« 



Disbursements. 

Paid guards, $2,769 48 

" rations, 2,818 85 

" clothing and bedding, and materials, 1,438 96 

wood, 928 34 

wool, 289 19 

*' medicines and hospital stores, 183 66 

" fugitives, 195 78 

'' discharged convicts, 98 00 

** agents' traveling expenses, 30 25 

" convicts' deposites, 15 63 

expense acc't, (convict department,) 844 39 



u 



This am't expended for support of convict 

department, $9,612 53 

Add building and repairs acc't, 4,385 86 

Total expenditures, 13,998 39 

Balance on hand October 31, 1846, $3 19 
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(B.) 

JRecapitulatian of receipts and easpeiulitures hy J, H. TUm, and if. 
FerrU, AgmU during the year ending October 31, 1846. 

Balance on hand Oct. 31, 1845, $215 80 

Conmct Account, 
Hecoived by J« H. TituB, agent, froip Oct, 31, 1845, 

to March 31, 1846, 2074 89 

Seceived by A. Ferris, agent, from April 1, 1846, 

to Oct. 31, 1846, 4738 72 

Building Accownt, 
Keoeived by J« H. Titus, agent as above, 2383 01 

Reoeiyed by A» Ferris, agent as above, 4589 16 



$14,001 58 



Coimct Account* 
Expended by J. H. Titus, agent, from Oct. 

31, 1845 to March 31, 1846, $3,372 77 

Expended by A. Ferris, agent, from April 1, 

1846, to Oct. 31, 1846, 6,239 76 

Building Account, 
Expended by J. H. Titus, agent as above, 1184 63 
do A.Ferris, dp do 3,201 23 



813,998 39 
Balance on hand Oct. 31, 1846, $3 19 
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Dayi. 



On contracts, H. De Graff, iron foundry, 5577 J 



do do 

G. H. Wilcox, shoe shop, 



(C.) 

StatemeiU of the earmngs of Convicts for the year ending Octoher 31, 

1846. 

Price. Amoqnt 

30c «1,673 47 

25c 13 38 

40c 1,328 10 

25c 113 12 

20c 123 30 

15c 44 10 

10c 13 35 

12^ 5 06 

38c 1,143 88 
33^ 1,535 58 

25c 754 88 

10c 11 50 

28c 696 78 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



53J 

33204 

452J 

616} 

294 
133} 
40} 



D. Fisher & Co, coop's shop"^ 3011 
J. E. Beehe, wagon shop, 4606f 
H. B. Lathrop, woolen fac'y^O 19} 

do do 115 

Pinne7,HQward &; Co,do 2488} 



Amount earned on contracts, 
For the state, prison buildings, 

stone quarry, 
tailors shop, 
grading yard, 
stocking loom, 
cutting stone, 
various-atate work, 



Lost by sickness, bad weather and old age, 4612 
Total earnings, 







$7,456 50 


1590 


50c 


795 00 


942 


50 


471 00 


1200 


50 


600 00 


1023, 


37} 


383 63 


146 


50 


73 00 


298 


75 


223 50 


4056 


25c 


1,014 00 



$11,016 63 



] 
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^ (D.) 

Statement of the number of Convicts received^ discharged, Sfc., during 

the year ending October 31, 1846. 

Number in prison, October 31, 1845, 119 

" rec'd during the year ending Oct. 31, 1846, 40 



Number disch'd, &c., du'g the y'r end'g Oct. 31, '46, 
by expiration of sentence, 
" pardon, 
escaped, 
died. 

Number remaining in prison Oct, 31, 1846, 

Employment, 
For contractors in coopers shop, 

iron foundry, 

shoe shop, 

wagon shop, 

woolen factory, &c., 






<< 



« 



<( 



(( 



« 



c< 



u 



« 



« 



24 
9 
3 
1 



11 

20 
18 
16 
24 



Number on contracts, 89 

For the state, taHor^s shop, 4 stone quarry, 5 9 

cutting stone, 2 mason work, 4 6 

carpenter work, 3 hospital, 1 4 

teamsters, 2 barber, 1 , 3 

washroom, kitchen and pri'son hall, 7 

Females, 2, aged and infirm, 2, (unemployed) 4 

Total, 

White persons, 108 

Colored " 14 



159 



37 



12? 



122 



122 



'^ 
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(E.) 

Statement of the nwnher of Convicts reeeived into ^son; the crimee 
for which they were convicted^ and the counties m which they toere 
severally sentenced^ during the year ending October 31, 1846. 



Grimes. 
Larceny, 
Forgery, 
Pequry, 

Burelary and larceny, 
Having in possession coun- 
terfeit bills with intent to 

pass the same, , 
Voting at an election knowing 

himself to be unqualified, 
Assault with dangerous wea^ 

pons with intent to commit 

murder, 
Kee^ng house of iU-fame, 
Passmg counterfeit money. 
Forging and counterfeiting 

promissory notes. 
Counterfeiting and aiding and 

assisting in counterfeiting 

U. S. coin, 
Assisting prisoner to escape 

from state prison. 
Carnally knowing a female 

under 10 years of age, and 

assault, &c.. 
Escape, re-taken. 

Total, 



No. 

14 

3 

2 

5 



3 
1 



4 
1 
1 



2 

p 

1 



1 
•1 

40 



ComUies, 
Branch, 
Monroe, 
Wayne, 

do' U.S. Court, 
St. Joseph, 
Lenawee, 
Calhoun, 
Clinton, 
Jackson, 
St. Clair, 
Macomb, 
Kalamazoo, 
Escape,*^ re-taken, 

Total, 

Sentences of the ahove. 

6 mos. 1 day, 2 6 years, 

1 year, 7 7 

1 year 6 mos. 1 8 

2 years, 5 9 



*Thui convict eicaped in Auflui^ 1849, aad 
.WM returned in September, 1646. 



« 



« 



u 



3 

4 



<( 



<« 



u 



10 10 
2 20 



<( 



« 



No. 
1 

, 6 
14 
2 
1 
5 
4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 



40 



3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 



2 es'e,retak'nl 



Total, 



40 
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Synapgia of the several Contracts now existing for the employment of 

Convicts at the Mechanical Trades, 

George H. Wilcox, contractor for from 15 to 20 convicts at shoe 
making, at 40 cents per day, contract to continue five years from 
April 1, 1845. 

D. Fisher & Co., (formerly Eaton & Co.) contractors for fit>m 
10 to 15 convicts, at 38 cents per day, contract to continue 5 years 
from April 1, 1845. 

Harmon De Graff, contractor for, from 18 to 30 convicts at man- 
ufi&cturing iron machinery, stoves and other castings, at 30 cents 
per day ; contract to continue 5 yeais from Novembeiir, 1843. 
. J. E. Beeb^, contractor for from 6 to 15 convicts, at wagon ma- 
king and blacksmithing, at 33 J cents per* day ; contract to contin- 
ue 5 years from April 1, 1843. 

Pinney, Howard & Co., contractors for, from 30 to 50 convicts, 
at manufacturing woolen goods, farming tools, saddle trees and 
trimmings, coach andhamf^ plating, webbing and coach lace^ pa- 
per, shovels and hardware, door trimmings, k>ck8, &:c., at 28 cents 
per day ; contract to contmue 5 years from May, 1846. 

Highest number above contracted, 130 

Lowest do do do 79 
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(G.) 

Statement of monet/s received from Visitors dnring tike year ending 

November 17, 1846. 

Balance on hand Nov. 17, 1845, $58 85 

This am*t received during the year ending Nov. 17, 1846, 273 00 



Paid for services of Chaplains, $105 96 

Charged $, H» Titus> Agent, in cash account 69 36 

« A. Ferris, " " 71 83 



$331 65 



Balance on hand Nov. 17, 1846, 



247 15 



$84 70 



' 
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(H.) 

StcUement of Officers Scdaries^ as per acconitts rendered to the Auditor 
General, and paid by the State Treasurer during the year ending 
October 31, 1846. 

J. H. Titus, agent from Oct. 31, 1845 to March 31, 1846, $312 50 

A. Ferris, " « April 1, 1846 to Oct. 31, " 437 50 

W.Budington, clerk" Oct. 31, 1845 to " " " 600 00 

M. DorriU, dep. keeper « " to " " " 500 00 

A. Sager, physician, fix)m " " to April 30, " 100 00 
J. Tunnicliff, jr. « " May 1, 1846 to Oct. 31, " 100 00 
I. C. Backus, insp'tr. " Oct. 31, 1845 to " « " 27dfl 54 00 
L. Bascom, " " " " to " " « 27ds 54 00 
M. Shoemaker, " " " " to " " " 24d8 48 00 
Elijah Dixon, as. keeper, " " to « " « 400 00 
H. H. GUheit. " from " " to " « *' 400 00 
P. B. Ring,' " « " " to " « '' 400 00 

B. H. Curtiss, " " " " to " " " 400 00 
T. A. Swift, " " " " to April 30, « 200 00 
W. H. Palmer, " " " ^ " to " " « 200 00 
Smith Titus, " " " « to " 14, « 182 48 
N.J. Pease, " " Apriri4,1846toOct 31, « 217 52 
John Kam, « *' lAvf 31, " to " « " 166 67 
B.C.Taylor, « " ApU 30, " to May 31 " 33 33 
H. T.Ferris, " « " " " to Oct. 31, *« 200 00 



«i 



$5006 00 



/ 
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(I.) 
Inventory of Property remaining at the State Prison^ and belonging 

to the State, October 31, 1846. 

WitlunU the Yard, 

Three dwelling houses, one bam and shed, two double and one 

single wagon, three carts and harness, three horses and harness, 

twenty-two hogs. 

Within the Yard. 

Office. — One iron safe, two stoves and pipe, one clock, two book 
cases, one desk, ten chairs, one table, one settee, one cupboard. 

Prison. — Four large stoves and pipe, medicine case and con- 
tents, one cook stove and furniture, bedsteads and bedding for 130 
convicts. 

Shops. — One steam engine, shafts and belts, two single carding 
machines, pne picker, one spinning jack, five looms, one engine 
lathe, one stocking loom, one copper kettle, seven stoves and pipe, 
two tailors tables and tools, barbers tools, three keepers desks, car- 
penters tools, one large grind stone, blacksmiths tools. 

Yard. — 500 cords wood, 4053 feet cut stone for coping vwJI, 
3^4 feet cut stone for cells, 600 feet cut stone for centre building, 
25 cords rough stone, 3 set stone cutters 'tools, 9 old wheel bar- 
rows, 15 old shovels, 6 picks, 9 crowbars, 12 stone hammers, 6 trow- 
els, 3 buck saws, two axes, one bell and hangings, washroom, fix* 
tures and implements. 

MiscELLANEous.-*->100 pounds cotton batting, 300 yards sheet- 
ing, 200 yards ticking, lot sewing silk, thread and buttons, 10 mus- 
kets and accoutrements, five pistols, one six shooter, kitchen funii- 
ture and clothing for 130 convicts, 1 clock in kitchen. 

State of Mickigam^ C&imJtfy of Jackson. 
• A. Ferris, agent, and W. Budington, clerk of the stale prison, ai 
Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say that the foregoing state- 
ments and inventory are correct and true, according to the best of 

their knowledge and belief A. FERRIS, 

W. BUDINCJTON- 

Subscribed and sworn before me December 3d, 1846. 

Iba C. Backus, PretideiU Board of Lupedon. 
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Report of the Chaplain of the Michigan State Prison; 
for the year>eriding October 1, 1846. 

To the Board of Inspectors : 

Gentlemen : — By your appointment, I entered on the duties of 
chaplain, but with much hestitation, for the field was new to me ; 
the^rospect of usefulness did not seem proportioned to the labor 
that would be required, and the compensation offered seemed to 
upply that it was not intended that so much labor should be devoted 
to the convicts, as to be of material benefit to theip. Notwithstand- 
ing so little appeared to have been desired, yet, because the good 
of the men manifestly* would be promoted by it ; besides attend- 
ing public worship, and preaching on the Lord's day, I have en- 
deavored to see each of the convicts once a week, and to hold such 
conversation with them as their individual circumstances and cha- 
racter would allow. 

By the aid of some friends, I have a form of religious service 
printed from the "Book |^f Common Prayer." . From the ignorance 
of the Episcopal Church, on the part of most of the convicts, many 
supposing it was the Church of Rome, at fir&t, there were strong 
prejudices to be . overcome, and many of our books were des- 
troyed. I 

I am happy to say, that these prejudices were soon removed, 
and such respectful attention has since been paid by the great body 
of the men, as to be highly gratifying. 

My duties, from being repulsive and unpromising, have bec6me 
interesting, and the apparent fruit of labor has been encouraging 
beyond what I could have hc^ed. 

The moral and spiritual welfare of this class of men seem to re- 
quire an amount of time and attention much greater than what was 
intended by those who fixed the compensation, to be paid for the 
services of a chaplain. It is desirable, that persons who are judg- 
ed to be injurious to society, should not only be restrained from 
wrong-doing whilst in ponfinement, but should, if possible, be bet« 
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ter instructed to understand their own duties and interests, and re- 
turn to the world capable of being useful citizens, and not, as too 
often happens, go forth irritated by a confinement, the propriety of 
which they do not feel, and ready to be revenged upon the conunu- 
nity for the fancied wrong done to their liberty. 

A chaplain who engages in the work, will find the interests of 
hese unhappy, and often misguided men, will lead him on to de- 
vote more of his attention to their instruction and welfare than, at 
firat, he designed, or an attention to other duties, would seem to 
justify. 

There have been added to the library of the prison, by donation, 
jErom ofiicers and contractors, 100 volumes; ftx>m the Protestant 
Episcopal Prayer Book Society, 20 volumes ; from Miss Dix, 163 
volumes, besides an abundant supply of tracts. 

It appears upon inquiry of the convicts themselves, that of those 
in prison October 20, 1846, there were 

Intemperate, 64 

Moderate drinkers, 43 

Totally abstinent, 15 

— 122 
Under the iufiuenco of liquor when crime was com- 
mitted, 52 

Married, 60 

Single, 66 

Widows and widowers, 6 

— 122 
tDoUegiate education, 1 

Grammar school do 2 

Common school do 73 

Read and write indi&rently, 13 

Readonly, 17 

Learned to read in prison, 6 

Cannot read, 6 

American bom, 98 

Foreigners, 24 

— 122 
Respectfully submitted, 

C. W. PITCH, Chaplain. 
State Prison, Jacksw^ October 31; 1846. 
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AQQual Report of the PhysiciaD. 

Tb ike Board of Inspectors of the Michigan State Penitentiary : 

Gentlemen ; — ^In compliance with the laws of this state, I sub* 
mit for your investigation and consideration, the following outline 
of the medical department of this institution : 

The physical health of the convicts, since ' my appointment, in 
May last, has been comparatively good, and of their condition pre- 
vious to that period, and since the last annual report from this de- 
partment, I have no facilities for rendering you just intelligence. * 

It was my design to have submitted with this reportstatistical ta- 
bles, showing the comparative health of the convicts engaged in 
the different departments of mechanical labor, the monthly per- 
centage of prescriptions, and the average mortality since its first 
establishment, but circumstances beyond my control have preven- 
ted the fulfilment of that design. It is thus I am obliged to offer 
you this abridgement of my original design, as a temporary apolo- 
gy, until such period as I am enabled to do the subject justice. 

There has been but one death in the hospital within the past 
year ; the subject was an aged individual, having a complication of 
chronic difficulties, and being a rare instance of one who had spent 
one third of his life in different penitentiaries, and who, by his hab- 
its of vice, debauchery and crime, had so depraved his physical 
constitution as to render futile all therapeutic means. 

The diseases which have prevailed with us during the earlier sum- 
mer months, were of a mixed character, chronic derangements vdth 
occasional sporadic disease, characterized, es they generally are by 
the different varieties of intermittent affections peculiar to our bil- 
lions climate. 

Later in the season were manifested billions intermittents, remit- 
tents, and rarely an occasional continued fever ; though I deem it 
but justice to, not only the institution, but to our village, to state, that 
fevers of any character have been extremely rare, in the place du- 
ring the past year. 
6 
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The judicious care and prudent watchfulness evinced by the offi- 
cers of the institution in regard to proper cleanliness and ventila- 
tion, is commensurate with the philanthropy and intelligence of the 
age in which we live. 

There la to the humane a consideration of no ordinaiy import, 
connected with penitentiary punishment in regard to the physical, 
as well as the mental or moralimprovement of the convicts. 

Few indeed, who by misfortune or design, are rendered fit sub- 
jects of legal punishment, do not become decidedly improved in 
physical health and vigor — ^the cause of this is found in the habits 
of regularity which govern their eating, sleeping, and laboring 
hours, 

. And furthermore, I deem it but justice to add, that there i^ con- 
stantly manifested on the part of the agent and keepers an evident 
anxiety to alleviate the vigor of prison punishment, in every in- 
stance where discipline is manifestly at variance with the health 
and life of the prisoner. 

Particular kinds of labor, it is well known evidently disagree 
with certain constitutions, endangering not only their usefulness, 
but the physical health of the individual, and when properly ap- 
prised of such facts, humanity has in every instance dictated a 
temporary alleviation. 

In conclusion, I feel it my duty to acknowledge at this time, the 

cordial co-operation of all the officers of the institution, in giving 

effect to my wishes and designs. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. TUNNICLIFF, Jr., 

Physician to Mxchigan Slate Prison. 
November 27, 1846. 
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Aoimal Report of the Board of State Auditors. 

Board op State Auditors, > 
Detroit, Dec, 26, 1846. J 

To the Honorable the Senate and House 

of Representatives of the State of Michigan : 

The undersigned have thq honor to submit to your honorable 
body the following report of their doings, as a Board of State Au- 
ditors, since the termfaratron of the last iiscal year, under the sever-^ 
al Acts and Joint Resolutions of the Legislature, referririg certain 
matters to said Board for adjustment. 

It has been the desire of the Board to settle all claims against the 
State as speedily as possible, consistent with the interest of the 
parties. In order to accomplish this object, the Board have held 
their meetings, regularly, on the first and third Tuesdays of each' 
month, since the first of June last, and hare adjusted nearly all the 
claims which have been presented. , 

The Board have also settled with the different State Officens,' 
who have be^n connected with the receipts and disbursements of 
the public moneys, which will more fully appear in a subsequent 
part of this report. 

The claims allowed the past year for right of way, materials fur- 
nished, labor done, and damages occasioned by the non-perform- 
aince of contracts on the part of the State, in the construction of 
works of Internal Improvements prior to the first dtiy of April, 
1S42, are as follows : • 

Upon the Central Rail Road, 
John G. Watson, administrator of <jrowie, (right of way,) $38 60 
Henry Byrd, guardian of Geo. J, Byrd, " " 168 00' 

1 
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Henry A. Francisco, (right of way,) 184 00 

Hugh M. Espy, " " B9 50 

Henry B. Tichworih, damage on contract, 301 45 

Joseph Arnold, which he has refuse^ to receive, 45 00 

Catherine Ballard, timber and earth, 50 00 

Jofiiah Lockwood, for bridge over the canal, 265 00 

Porter Kibbe> asi^ign^e-of John Sjtockton, for services, 333 33 

I. I 

Total, »1.*74 88 

'the Board have allowed the following claims foi* damages occa- 
sioned by the running of cars and locomotives on the Cental and 
Southern Rail Roads. 

Upon the Central Rail Road. 

H.N. Strong,.....-.^..... $21 87 

Michael D wyer • . . , - - 12 00 

Jared Luttenton, • r • - 1- r .16 00 

Sally Aldrich,. - ., ; .•..,•... . . 3 00 

WilHam Ga^nony , - 12 50 

FayAWrich,.^ ,...;-......-,....•.. 10 00 

Reuben Town,.... ...-,....►. ...^ .. . ... 5 75 

Cornelius W. Brink, ....--• 3 50 

Henry B. Secord ..., 14 50 

Harmon De Graff; --.-•- 84 78 

Alexander Elsinger, 1 7$ 

William Pool, ••••-• r- - • 12 75 

Jason Parks 10 00 

Jame9 McKee, 3 OO 

G. W.Raney, 4 60 

Eliaha Congdon,. 18 00 

Watkinft feJ^jissell, , 58 5^ 

John Chester, 2 50 

James A. Armstrong^. - . . *. 17 oO 

J<^Q Flinn, , .\ • 2 00 

Brewster & Dudgeon, , ;^ 14 jq 

William Clay, , ^ j2 qq 
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WilUam Bane,, . , 6 00 

Jedidiah Darling,.. 3 00 

Pomelius Titus........ 150 00 

Simepn Knigfat, 1 . . . ^ . . ^ r 25 

Dorr,' Webb &Co.......... :........:.:: 4 Ot) 

Watkins & BisBel, - 12 00 

James A, Armstrong, .\! \ ^9 83 

Asa W. Bushnell,.... 18 00 

Henry A. Francisco, : : 1-85 

Eldred&Co„........ ...: 38 50 

Alexander Servisi. ..........." ....;. ; 3 06 

George Siavage,.-- ..".:.......:....: '. 3 00 

Peter La Rue, 2 50 

John Walker...... :.... 12 00 

Thomas B. White,. .:....... ......: 7 50 

Jeremiah Darling,. 3;00 

Ira P. Bacon, 3 00 

F.DenisoB,. :.... 1 25 00 

Watkins & Bissell^ .... ^ .. - .^ ..*.... 6 25 

Johni Logers, .•.....• •. ...-.- 2 50 

R. C. Bradford & Co., 24 77 

Titus Dort,.,...... 6 00 

George W. Bedell,. ........ .;.......... 4 00 

E. P. Hastings & Co.i -*. 8 50 

Jahn: :Lprain, 5 00 

W.W.Weed,. 7 00 

Lswaoii 4c H«waid^. >• 2 88 

atdgeiifc' Lewis,. ...... ......... ...*.. 3 39 

OuiBdon WiUiMas * Ccfc. ..«. -. 1 8^ 

HazmoaDe Graff, 4 29 

D«C. W}iitwoai«..v.. ...........' 2 00 

Thomas Martfai^u.- 12 0? 

H.R.Hew«8, 2 Op 

Nelson Morrow, 2 00 

Daniel MiesB, ..; 2.00 

Ca^ri^ tieei,^^ .....^ ..........'..i. : 119 

G.^ yf\iitmn,;, .....,•.,,•.. .,•..,,•..• 8? 
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Elijah Hawley. 1 50 

J. Parsons & Co.,. - 4 50 

Johjfk McCorraac, 3 ^ 

W. /.Powell 10 00 

Wadiins & Biasell, ...-.-. 6 48 

Ricbard Dillon,.. 3 50 

Nathan Barnham, 12 00 

Jlimberly & Bishop, ^ 9 10 

Edward Porter, r 30 48 

E. G. Wildt, 9 9^ 

Orson S. Giles, 13 08* 

John Hoffman, 2 00 

H.fcP.P.Acker........ 4 00 

Peck & Campbell,.. 3 50 

Total, ;.... ...- $876 23 

■ ■ ■ ' ■ 

SatUJiem Rail Road, 

Weden Card ^-.-.n,... US 00 

Stephen Mai»h,. ......,..,.., ,.-. |3 00 

Ira D. Waterman,... ^.^....^ 48 00 

Jdhn Hanson, •-..... 5 00 

Stephen P. Speaj-,. ,.,..,..•.......... • 16 00 

Benjamin.Holtqes, - .•...«.,. 20 00 

Total,.. :...,. ....:....... *110 00 



■* ^' 



X 



On the 20ch March) 1846, the Board had under cofltoideradom 
the claima of Robert H. Muiray, George A. Turner, D. H« Wit 
li^ms and James Ms Higbee, for daBsages -whieh ti^y aHeged diey 
had sustained in the ixm-payment^by the State^ of certain w«nwitt» 
dta^n on the Internal Improvement- Fund, whiob warrants- Ihey 
were obliged to dispose of at sixty per cent discount The Bottrd 
w^re of the opiniea- that the- elaimants w^re not mtitkd to chm»- 
g^s* . . . , 

Qh the same day Williara Beer, James Hurd, Jameit Silooik; Jaa. 
H. Snook, and John F. Hunlin, presented a claim ifor damagee 
on a certain centract for work on the Cltnton and Kalamazoo 
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nal. It appearing that th^ cohtract was msde eabse^aent to tiMi 
first (lay of April; IBii, ft was eonsi\3ered by the Board) Iftiat they 
had not jurisdiction of the case. 

Claims referred to' the Board byJifhU Resdutkm, 
The claim of John Rouse, referred to tbie Board, hy a retolu* 
tioti, appro^red Januaty 15th, 1646-, wao, on the said 15ch day of 
January, audited und allowed, at die sum of twelve hundred ^ollank 
The claim of John H. Dubois, re^Mnred to the -Board by a veao- 
lution, approved March 11, 1844^ WfiNi pv«6etited, and laspcxi exarai* 
nation, there was found due to the elaimant, f<Hrty*two doQaxa and 
eerenty^seven cents, which was alkiwed. 

Th<) claim of Farrand ^ Higby, referred to the Board by reso^ 
lutxon, approved Match 11, 1844, 'was examined and allowed, at 
the sum of one hundred and ninety-eight dollars, and seventy-five 
cents. 

' On die 2Gdt of February last, the Beard bad under conaideo 
radon, the claini of Mark Cannon, for an injury received by him 
upon the Southern Rail Road. Upon anexamina^on of die evi- 
dence subihhted in the case, it appeltred that die said Mark Can^- 
non, had sustained a material injury upon said road in the year 
1844, through die carelessness, or inadvertence of the Braekman^ 
then upon die LooomodVe and ih the employ of die State* 
The Board dierefore awarded to him th^sum of three hundred doK 
hers, diiat being; itt' their opinion, what jasdrce' and equity deinabded* 
This claim was reftrred to this Board by ait act of die legtslatnre^ 
approi^ March 24, ld4l»i 

On the2<8th of March Jast, the Board of Stale Auditoie, aadthe 
Aeting ' Ootaihiitsioser of Iiitertial Imptwements^ had under coik 
sideradon the claim of David Van Arman, jreferred to the Beud 
flind CbtBnritnoher, fereetdamet, by a j<^t reaohfttkm, approved 
February 1(^ 1846. The Bo^rd, thus: conatiluted, after duly conft 
•iderhig die eridenise submitted to diem, adjudged and detentanoA 
that the-saidclldiaant.waa nol josdy er*e()ciitably entiCled to dama*' 
gfes in die pfemiaosj 

On the and of Joae 2a«K;, the BtMrd had under oonaideradoa the 
daim of Porter .& Boll6n,. for damigea occaaioBed by the noB*par^ 
formance, on the part of the State, of a certain contract, entered 
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iaStp witk sftid Porter & BoUoa, for ^ork to be done on the State 
PetiitoBtiarj ; whicb cbtim w^ rei^rred tx> tk^ jBoiurd bj joint rea- 
olution, approved March 24, 1845. 

The Board, a&er conaidering the evidence which wa8\submitted 
to them in the case, determne4» that th^ ^laimAiit^weirefioi: exiti 
tied to damagea. Tki0 claim was presc^lied to the Board of Statei 
Audlt6ra in the year l$43-riand deterynined in the suame manner. 

On the 20th day of F^hri»4ry, 1846, the^ Board i90t At the office 
of .the State Treasurer, for the- purppse . of makit^g a settlement 
with Digby Y. Bell) Commissionet of the Stale J^B/aA Office, at the 
close of his term of office. Upoii eican^iQii'tien of thie abstracts of 
the books of said 0<»nmissioner, together witib the abstract returns 
of the 'Recorder of the Land Office, a(nd a compiariaen of them with 
the books of the Stal^e Treasurer, so fkr as; payment to the Treasu- 
rer had been made, it was found, that the Commissioner had paid 
every in full; th/B tovef al amounts passed to the credit of the several 
funds, 6tao^0ttnta ke;pt on the books of his office. •. 

The Boavd, at tbe^same time, audited and aUoyred thesaid Com- 
miiBstorierV expense account, up to tbe 17^ day of February last, 
amounting to three h^indred and nitietyrseirefi doUai^ and . eighty- 
nine itents, » . 

'](|'hB Board met at tbe offi(9e of the AudUor. General, on the 23rd 
<iay of April last, and made a settlemenit ^th O. C. Comstoek, the 
late Acting Commissioner <rf InSemal linprovemen^ Upon the ex- 
pcimtioajof has*6fficiid term. Upooeatamiiladotii *o{ the bocdcs and 
accounts of said Commissioner, they were fotiod corr^t, and that 
he had aoaounted fax all the money whieh had 6oToe to his hands, 
aa appeased ^Stcka the books of said Cemimissioner and Auditor Ge* 
neral, which <were compared by the Board. ' w. 

Ondro 14th'cky of December tastant, the Bo»d siet at die 0!^ 
fiee of thb State .TrBa»iHrBr,fiir the pukipoae of a^ sfetHemrat vnth 
AbieL Silver, Commissioner of the Land Offiee« Upon examine* 
tion of th^ a%iitraota ef hja beoks^ and the ratunn <tf the Recorder 
of the Land Office, and a comparison of them wkh due bocdcs of 
^he State Treasurer, it was fonnd' that said Comm&sionerhad paid 
o^r the several amit>unts passed to the credit of the lieveral fiunds 
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or. accounts kept on the books of his office. At the same titn^ th^ 
Board audited and allowed his expense account at #623 90. 

Qn the 16th day of December, 1846, the Board held a medting' 
at the office of the State Treasurer, to make a settlement wkh the* 
Agents of the State Prison. Upon examinatibn o{ the accounts of 
Jonas H. Titus, the late Agent, for the Building and Convict t)e* 
partm'ent, up to the clos^ of his term of office, which expired the 
dlst of .March i^^t, it ^upei^red that he had accounted for, and paid 
over, all monies received by him, as such Agent. At the same time 
the Board examined the accounts of Alonzo Ferris, Agent of the 
State Prison ; and upon such examination, it appeared, that he had 
accounted for all monies received by him, excepting three dollars 
and nineteen cents, which were retained by him for the use of the 
Prison. 

The Board met at the office of the Auditor General, on the I9th 
day of December, 1846, for the purpose of makmg a settlement 
with John F, Porter, Acting Commissioner of Internal Improve- 
ipent, at the close of the fiscal year. Upon an examination of the 
accounts of- said Commissioner, it was found that he had accounted 
for all monies received by him, excepting the sum of five thousand 
five hundred and eight dollars, and twenty-four cents ; now remain- 
ing in the hands of said Commissioner. 

On the second and third of June last, the Board were occupied 
in considering the claim of Aaron Weeks. After a full examina- 
tion it appeared to the Board — ^that said Aaron Weeks made a con- 
tract with the State, for the construction of a ship canal around the 
falls of Sault de Ste Marie — that in the attempted performance of 
said contract, on the part of Weeks, said Weeks, was forcibly pre- 
vented, by an armed force of the United States ; — that in conse- 
quence thereof, said claimant suffered loss, in provisions, materials,' 
in cash paid out, and in his own services, to the amount of four 
thousand and eight dollars. 

That. prior to the commencement of the work, the State made, 
an advance to said Weeks, in the sum of five thousand dollars, 
which sum has not been, by him, repaid to the State. That said 
claimant, is therefore thus indebted to the State, in the sum of 
nine hundred and ninety-two dollars, and the interest thereon for 
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aevon years, which interest amounts to the sum of four hundred 
and eighty-six dollars and e^ght cents, making in the whole, due to 
ib» State, from said claimant, the sum of one thousand, four hun- 
dred and seventy-eight dollars and eight cents. For the reasons 
abore mentioned, the claim was rejected hy the board. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

HENRY N. WALKER, 

Attorney General. 
GEORGE B. COOPER, 

State Trtcmarer. 
G, O. WHITTEMORE, 

Secretary of State, 

On the 13th day of March last, the undersigned met at the office 
of the Auditor General, and made a final settlement with George 
Redfield, as State Treasurer, upon the expiration of his term of of- 
fice. Upon an examination of the books of the Auditor General 
and State Treasurer, there was found to be in the hands of said 
Treasurer, at the close of the last fiscal year, a balance of eighteen 

* 

thousand, eight hundred and ninety-two dollars and eighty-one 
cents, and that he had received, since that time, up to the 12th 
dayef March last, that being the close of his term of ofRce. the 
further sum of fourteen thousand, six hundred and eleven dollars 
and forty-five cents, making the total sum of thirty-three thousand 
five hundred and four dollars and twenty-six cents, after cancelling 
all vouchers paid during the said time, which last named sum was 
over paid, by him, to his successor, George B. Cooper, as appeared 
by said Cooper's receipt, exhibited to this Board. 

On the 15th day of December instant, they examined the ac- 
counts of George B. Cooper, the State Treasurer, and counted the 
money on hand. There was found in his hands, at the close of 
the last fiscal year, the sum of seventy-eight thousand, fiwe hundred 
and sixty-one dollars, of which sum, seventeen thousand five hun- 
dred and forty-three dollars, were in State Scrip, and the balance 
being sixty-one thousand and eighteen dollars, in Specie and Bank 

Notes. HENRY N. WALKER, 

Attorney General. 
DIGBYV. BELL, 

Auditor General, 
G. O. WHITTEMORE, 

Secretary of State. 
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Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors on 

Land Claims. 

To the Legidatttre of the State of Michigan: 
In compliance with the requirements of law, we respectfully sub- 
mit the following report, showing the proceedings of this board for 
the fiscal year ending Nov. 30, 1846 : 

In addition to the claims of Job Brookiield and E. Gr. Fuller, 
which were postponed from last year's business, applications and 
claims have been presented by 

Peleg Smith, of Lenawee County. 

Thomas K. Green, of Berrien county. 

C. P. Rust, of Oakland ' do 

Daniel Story, of do do • 

Josiah Lee, of Macomb do 

Daniel Lee, do do ' 

Alvin B. Hard, of Calhoun, do 

And the Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Battle 
Crpek. All of which have been considered and decided upon. 

The claims of Job Brookfield, E. G. Fuller, Peleg Smith, Dan- 
iel Story, C. P. Rust and Alvin B. Hard, have been allowed by 
the board, approved by the Governor, and the awards accepted by 

the claimants. 

In the ease of Josiah Lee and Daniel Lee, 

The board, after due consideration. Resolved, that these persons 
having availed themselves of the benefits of the general laws appli- 
cable to their case, their applications, in the opinion of this board, 
involve no equitable claim for relief ; and that, under any circum- 
stances, their allowance must result in the establishment of danger- 
ous precedents, and in the great injury of the school fund. Their 
claims were, therefore, disallowed. Upon application a copy of the 
foregoing resolution was furnished to the Senate of last session^'by 
the Commissioner of the Land Office. 
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In the COM of Thonuu K» Green. 
Theboa^d Resofved^Xh^X this claimant, having already received 
the benefits of the provisions of the general relief laws applicable 
to his case, and of a special act in his fevdr, is not, in the opinion 
of this board, equitably entitled to the allowance he claims. His 
claim was, therefore, not allowed. 

In the case of the Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Batik 

Greek. 

They purchased in March, 1840, lot No. 6, of block No. 1, of 
the North West quarter of section No. 7, in township No. 2, Sou^ 
of range No. seven West, containing four rods in front and eight 
rods deep, at $125; being apiece of land that had been previous- 
ly purchased by Leonard Starkweather and forfeited. The said 
Trustees had paid of the principal but twelve 50-100th8 dollars. 
Their application was for a reduction of forty percent of the orig- 
inal amount of principal. 

These being all the facts that were before the board in this case, 
with no reasons setting forth the equity of such relief, the board Re- 
solved, that the said Trustees were not entitled to the "relief asked 
for upon certificate No. 218 of University lands. This claim was, 
therefore, not allowed. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

ABIEL SILVER, 
Com, State Land Office, 
HENRY N. WALKER, 
Attorney General. 
, GEO. B. COOPER, 

State Treasurer, 
Dated Dec. 1, 1846. 
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Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of State 

Assetts. 

Board op Truste£:s State Assets, > 
Detroit, Dec, 1, 1846. ) 

To ike Legislature of the State of Michigan: 

The Trustees of certain State Assets, in obedience to the re- 
quirements of law, respectfully 

REPORT, 

That that portion of the assets of the Michigan State Bank, con* 

sisting of Bonds and mortgages, notes, drafts, accounts. Sec. hither- 
to retained by Mr. Z. Piatt, the late. Attorney General, were by him 
surrendered and delivered over to the Trustees on the 20th May 
last, with a request that his claim against the state previously sub- 
mitted should be examined and determined upon. 

The Board, upon consideration of the said cluim, determined 
upon the allowance of so much thereof, as under all the circum- 
stances seemed to them to be proper; but the award "fiot being satis- 
factory to Mr. Piatt, was not accepted by him, and no settlement 
was therefore effected. 

The value of these assets, it is difficult for the Board now to de- 
termine, but it is believed that the amount to be realized therefrom 
will be very inconsiderable. 

It is ho wever the intention of the Board to pursue such course 
in the adjustment and collection of such as remain valid evidences 
of indebtedness, as appears to them to be judicious, and as will 
most economically but promptly effect the desired object. 

The receipts and disbursements during the fiscal year ending 
Nov. 6C, 1846, is given in the abstract annexed. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. V. BELL, Auditor General, 
GEO. B. COOPER, Staf£ Treasurer, 
G. O. WHITTEMORE, Sec'y ofStaU. 

1 ' 
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Trustees iff StaJU Assets in account with 

DR. 

1845. 

To balance on hand, Dec. 1, 1845, $30 60 

Dec. 19. To received from — Armitage for undi- 
vided interest in n e frl qr sec. 6, town 
9 south, range 2 east, 50 00 

** 30. " received from George Ketchum to pay 
taxes on lands in Allegan county, deed- 
ed to state by him, 204 30 

1846. 

Jan. 24« *' received for note of, Jacob Beeson, 15 00 

Feb. 5- " •* from Dr.Abbott for lands in Al- 

r 

legan county, 2,548 59 

*• 12. " received from M. Norris, 440 00 

" 17. " cash for 1 dozen stair rods, 1 50 

Mar. 12. " received of J. N. Dwdght, am't of his 

note and interest, 47 51 

■** 25, " received from C. W. Smith, rent of house 

to April 1, 1846, ^ 12 00 

'May 1. " received from D. F.D wight, am't of his 

note and interest, 266 04 

July 15. " received of Philemon Cook, part pay- 
ment of his note, 100 00 
Sept. 14. " received of S. Higby, am*t of his note 

and interest, 217 97 

^* 17. " received of Lewis Bascom, do do 327 12 

Oct 1. " do W. D. Thompson do do 327 68 

** 7. " do Philemon Cook, on acc,t of 

hi^ note, 44 60 



$4,632 91 



Nov. 30. To balance on hand, $14 86 



•<. 
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the State of Michigan. 



1845. 



CR. 



Dec. 31. By p'd tax's on certain lands in Allegan Co. 

1846. 

Feb. 9. By paid Register of Monroe county, 

« 19. " " State Treasurer, 
Oct. 3. " " protest of Medbury & Lathrop's 

notes, 
Nov. 30. " '* State Treasurer, 
By balance on hand, 



$204 30 



7 


00 


3,074 


33 


2 


00 


1,330 


42 


14 


86 



$4,632 91 
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Report of the Joint Committee on State Prison. 

Your committee to whom Was referred the joint resolutions of 
instruction to the joint committee on state prison, have had the 
same under consideration, ai]d by their chaihnan 

REPORT : 

That they have made inquiry into the respective matters referred 
to thdm in order, as they w^re directed by the said resolutidns of 
instruction. 

In answer to the first subdivision of the second joint resolution, 
in which the committee were instructed to inquire "what amount 
of expenditure is necessary for building purposes during the current 
year, and for what buildings 1" It is the opinion of your commit- 
tee that any expenditure for building purposes is unnecessary du- 
ring the current year ; at the same time your committee feel under 
obligations to present a few of the main facts in the case, for the 
consideration of the legislature, they having been urged with a de- 
^ee of eamesttless upon your committee by the inspiectors of the 
prison. The building that will be improved or completed, accor- 
ding to the amount drawn fi'om the treasury, is called the cekitre 
building of the main prison ; it was commenced in June, 1845; the 
basement walls are erected; it is 61 by 83 feet, is constructed thuiS 
far of substantial stone masonry, the exterior and partition walls 
varying from two and a half to three and a half feet in thickness j 
being thus situated it is as little liable to decay as can be well ima- 
gined : This building is intended to be four stories in height ; the 
basement is intended for a kitchen, mess room and cellar ; the sec- 
ond floor for the officers, and the third and upper stories for the re- 
sidence of the keeper of the prison. The expense of furnishing i'. 
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is estimated by the agent as follows, and is exclusive of the cost for 

lime and sand : 

Hewed timber, 4,706 feet running measure, 7^c, 

Sawed timber, 37,500 feet board measure, $7^.pr. M., 

Pine lumber, 27,000 feet board measure, $20 pr. M., 

Glass, nails, painting, trimming, &c., 

$1,474 20 
Quaryingand hauling 1858 perch rough stone, 

75c., $1,392 00 

Quarrying and hauling 182 perch rough stone, 

75c., 136 50 

Cutting and dressing 5,550 feet for front and 

rear, 18c., 1,179 00 

Cutting and dressing 290 feet for cornice $1^, 435 00 

Add for contingent expenses, $383 30 $3,525 80 

$5,000 00 

Note. — The quarrying and hauling can be done by convicts* by 
allowing them to work out side of the yard at the quarry, &c. 

The cutting and dressing can be done with the labor of the con- 
victs within the yard. 

Five men during the season will do the carpenter work in enclo- 
sing the building, and fifly men in the same time, will cut and dress 
the stone and lay the walls. 

It is contended by the inspectors, that if this building were com- 
pleted and the officers thus placed within the walls of the prison, 
two of the guards might be dispensed with, by that means saving 
$800. Quere — whether it would be safe in case the building was 
com<pleted, to dispense with the number of guards now required. 
The inspectors do not urge it as a matter of immediate necessity, 
but as a matter of convenience and economy. Youi* committee are 
not convinced tb at it is a matter of economy, considering the pre- 
sent state of the treasury, and believe that an immediate and pres- 
sing necessity can alone justify a draft for that purpose. The offi- 
cers of the prison are now comfortably situated, though not within 
the walls of the prison. 
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In reply to the third inquiry, viz : "If any expenditure is neces* 
sary how much, and for what purposes V* 

Tour committee recommend the covering or decking of the 
outer Walls of the prison yard the present year. The front or south 
wall can be covered with etone, about two thirds of the required 
quantity of stone being already prepared ; the east and north walls 
can be covered with plank and railings placed upon it, at an esti- 
mated expense of $140 ; the west waH of the prison your com- 
mittee believe to be so badly constructed, that it would not be pru- 
dent to make further expense upon it. The estimate for covering 
the east and north 'walls, is exclusive of the labor necessary tp be 
done upon it, and in accordance with a plan that perhaps may not 
be the most expedient. 

Your committee were instructed to inquire "whether under a 
prudent administration of the affairs of the state prison the subsis- 
tence, clothing and care of the prisoners, may not be paid for vrith 
the labor of the^pri^oners V* Your committee cannot well deter- 
mine how much of the expense may properly be said to arise in 
"care" of the prisoners, but would respectfully submit the follow- 
ing estimate of all the anticipated expenses of the prison :j 

There are now in the pri8on"132 convicts, and jud^ng from the 
expense of last year, proportioned of course by the number of con- 
victs, the following will be the result, viz : 
Rations, $3,072 00 

Clothing, 1,568 00 

Hospital charges, 250 00 

Eight guards, 3,200 00 

Officers, 5,200 00 

Discharged convicts, 100 00 

Fugitives, 200 00 

Expense acc't, 1,000 00 

Received of convicts, 800 00 

Wood, 800 00 

^ $16,190 00 

The actual amount of money expended upon prisoners dischar- 
ged, will of course depend on the number discharged, and the 
aoK^unt expended upon fugitives, on the number escaped and reta- 
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ken. Why the expense account should amount to one thousand 
dollars, aside from the items specified, your committee, not bein^ 
familiar with prison expenses, are unable to determine, but it ia 
hoped that it may not be found necessary to expend during the pre- 
sent year the large amount estimated. 

There are now at work upon contract, ninety-eight men, who 
will earn in one year, at the price for which they are contracted, the 
sum of $9,834 24, which being deducted from the foregoing esti- 
mate of expenditures, leaves a balance of $6,355 76 to be drawn 
from the treasury. This estimate is made on the supposition, that 
only the number now employed upon contracts will be enga^d^ 
when in fact (if we may calculate from the past) the number of 
prisoners will be considerably increased, and aside from this con- 
sideration, there are ten or fii^en less men required in the summer 
than in the winter, in and about the prison, making additional 
dothing, and in k^ping up the fires necessary to warm the ^ops 
and buildings belonging to the prison; by a prudent use of the con- 
victs now in prison of the class above specified, taking into consid- 
eration also the additional number that will probably be received, 
the Agent of the prison believes, that the money drawn from the 
treasury to meet the expenses of the prison, may be reduced to 
the sum of $4,000, but that in making the estimate in advance, the 
amount of expenses should be supposed to vary from four* to six 
thousand dollars. Your committee believe that it would require 
one hundred and seventy or eighty convicts to support all the ex- 
penses of the prison, taking into consideration the government and 
discipline as it now exists. 

Your committee were further instructed " to inquire into the 
manner in which the government of the prison has been adminis- 
tered, whether any of the officers of the prison have failed or ne- 
glected to perform their respective duties." 

By the provisions of the twenty-first section of an act entitled 
''an act to provide for the government and discipline of the state pri- 
son, approved April 17th, 1839," it is made the duty of the agent 
** to attend constantly at the prison, except when performing some 
other duty connected with his office — to exercise a general super- 
intendence over the government, discipline and police of the pri- 
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«OD, and to superintend all the businees concerns thereof; ' to give 
iiecessary directions to the keepers, and to examine whether, they 
have been careful and vigilant in their respective duties ; to. exanpt- 
• ine daily into the state of the prison, and the health, conduct and 
sale keeping of the prisoners." 

In regard to the discipline and police of the state prison, your 
conamittee concluded to take the testimony of the clerk, deputy 
jagent, all the keepers, guards and contractors present at the prison 
at the time your committee were investigating this branch of the 
subject, and the testimony is herewith respectfully submitted : 
SteUe of Michigan^ County of Jackson^ m. 

Benjamin H. Curtis, being duly sworn, deposes and says, that 
he has been engaged in the prison since sometime in the month of 
April, A. D. 1842 — ^he believes that the agent of the state prison 
has done all he could do to keep order, and thinks that he has per- 
formed his duty. 
Stale of Michigan^ Jackson County ^ ss, 

John Kane being sworn, says that he is satisfied the agent of the 
prison is not giving satisfaction in the office he holds — does not 
think him sufficiently acquainted with bosiness and men, but be- 
lieves him to be. an honest man* 
SktU cf Miehigan, Jackaon County, m, 

Elijah Dixon being duly sworn, deposes and says, be diinks the 
agent is qualified to fill tlie station he occupies, and believes he 
would give satitfaotion if he could' be permitted to go on atid maa* 
age the affairs of the prison in his own way — thinks the agent waa 
not acquainted with the business ^when he came there, but believes 
Ibat he is at the present time. 
Btaie rf Michigan, County of Jcbcka/m, ss» 

Frederick Aekley, being duly sworn, ^ays, he thinks the affairs of 
the prison are managed as they ought to be by the agent; thinks 
the agent qualified and well disposed. 
Stcte of Michigan, County of Jackson, ss, 

N. J. Pease, being duly sworn, says, he thinks there has not bc»en 
such discipline kept up for the last two months as ought tp have 
been, and not such as is required by the rules ; that there have 
been more conirict^ at work on odd jobs lately than beiRire ; thinks 
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^e agent of the prison is qualified now to fill the office ; but does 
not think he was qualified at the time he first came to the prison ; 
believes him to be an honest man. 

State of Michigan, County of Jackson, ss, 

Marvin Dorril, being duly sworn, says : he has been in the pri« 
son about two yeacs ; is the deputy keeper ; he thinks the agent of 
the prison does not in some respects, manage the affairs of the prir 
son as w611 as they ought to be managed ; thinks he is not sufficient- 
ly qualified in a business point of view ; thinks his knowledge of 
men and things is limited; believes that his intentions are honest. 

State of Michigan, County of Jachson, ss. 

B. F. Gleason, being duly sworn, says : that he thinks, in some 
respects, the agent of the prison is qualified to fill his office, and in 
other respects, he is not qualified ; believes him qualified as re- 
gards honesty and integrity, but that he has not sufficient decision of 
character ; that he is not familiar with business affairs, as vntness 
believes ; and in regard to the discipline of the prison, believes that 
the rules are not lived up to as they should be. 

State ^ Michigan, County of Jackson^ 9s. 

Paul B. Ring, being duly sworn, says: he believes the present 
agent of the state prison is doing as well, and has heretofore done 
as well as he knew. how to do ; but does not think that he possesses 
the necessaryqualifications for the office;, thinks his business talr 
ent is deficient, and he believes him wanting in decision of cha- 
racter. 
Sta^ of Michigan, County of Jaekton, ss* 

Walter Budington, being duly sworn, aaya: he is the clerk of the 
prison ; thinks the agent of the prison fails, in a business point of 
view, in many important particulars ; thinks the rules for the disci- 
pline of the prison are not lived up to as they ought to be ; thinks 
him wanting in decision of character, and in energy, but bdieves 
hipi to be an honest man. 

State of Michigan, JaCkson County, as, 

Ulysses P. Poster being duly sworn, deposes and says, he bas 
been engaged in the prison about four months— -has seen nothing 
that he considered mismanagement on the part of the agent — don't 
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know as be would be a proper judge of tbe fact, whether the agent 
was qualified to fill tbe office or not. 
State of Michigan, Cotmty of Jackson, m. 

H. H. Gilbert being duly sworn, says he is one of the guards- 
he thinks the discipline of the prison is not kept up as it ought to 
be-— he thinks the agent is wanting in firmness. 
State of Michigan, Covwty of Jackwn, ss. 

W. H. Palmer being duly sworn, says he is one of the guards of 
the prison — ^in his opinion the agent is not a man qualified to dis- 
charge the duties of his office — the rules for the discipline of the 
prison are not complied with ; he is acquainted with the rules. 
State of Michigan, County if Jackson, ss, 

£. F. Taylor being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is one 
of the guards of the prison — ^he thinks the rules of the prison are 
not sufficiently lived up to— thinks the prisoners have too much lib- 
erty ; they are allowed to be where they please in the yard, get 
together and talk with each other, and with citizens who come in- 
to the prison. 
State of Michigan, conntyqf Jackson, 9$, 

Isaac Purdy being duly sworn, says, he is one of the guards — 
thinks the agent of the prison does not keep the order and disd- 
pline that ought to be observed ; the prisoners are too much at lib- 
erty about the yard, talking together as they please, and the rules 
are not regarded — ^prisoners had been reported for misconduct and 
no notice taken of it. 
State of Michigan, coyaUy of Jackson, ss* • 

Argalus Sprague being duly sworn, says, he is one of the guards^ 
is acquainted with the rules of the prison — does not think that they 
are lived up to, and regarded, as they ought to be. 
State of Michigan, Govnty of Jackson, ss. 

J. H. Taylor being duly sworn, deposes and says, he is acquain- 
ted with the rules of the state prison, and that the rules for disci- 
pline are not put in practice ; and in the opinion of witness, they 
ought to be more regarded. 
State of Michigan county of Jackson, ss, 

C. D. Henderson being duly sworn, says, he is one of the guards^ 
and has served in that capacity about four years — thinks he is ac* 
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qnainted with the rules of the prison, so far as discipline is con- 
cerned ; thinks that the rules for discipline are not lived up to as 
they ought to he, and that they have not been for the last eight 
months. 
Siate of Miehig€tn, county of Jackson, is, 

A. M. Barber being duly sworn, says, he is one of the guards 
and has been so for more than a year — thinks he is acquainted with 
the rules — thinks they have been too little regatded-^thioks that 
for the last nine months, they have been less regarded than they 
wete before. 

Marvin Dorrill, the deputy agent of the prison recalled, says : 
when men have been reported he has sometimes determined the 
matter alone, sometimes it had been referred to the agent, and some- 
times the agent determines matters of this kind alone, but that he 
(witness) had the general charge and discipline of the prison. 
State of AEchigan, county of Wayne, ss. 

J. £. Beebee being duly sworn, says, he resides in the county of 
Jackson, is one of the contractors — is acquainted with the agent 
and the rules of the prison. The rules of the prison are not enforced 
as they ought to be — prisoners are allowed to converse on any sub- 
ject they choose to, of late, in the yard and in theshops — thinks the 
agent destitute of the business talent required to fill the station — 
considers him wanting in decision of character, a poor judge of 
men, and not qualified to fill the office as it ought to be filled. 
State af Michigan, county of Wayne, ss, 

Alonzo Ferris being duly sworn, deposes andsays, that sometime 
in the month of April last past, this deponent endeavored to have 
Benjamin H. Curtis appointed deputy keeper of the state prison, 
in place of Marvin Dorrill — this depotient believed and still believes 
that the said Curtis is a better man for the office of deputy keeper ; 
this deponent solicited the members of the board of inspectors of 
the state prison to co-operate with him, the deponent, in bringing 
about the desired change, but that two of themembere of the board 
refused to give their approbation, and the desired change could not 
be accomplished. 

Under the direction by the terms of the joint resolution, requir- 
ing your committee **ta examine into and report upon the chains 



Joint Doc] 9 , No. 14. 

coutained in the annual report of the inspectors of the state prison, 
against the agent of the state prison, your committee report : 

That it is made the duty of th^ inspectors of the prison, by the 
the fifth section of ''an act to ^mend an act to provide for the gov- 
emment and discipline of the state prison,, approved March 25th, 
1840 ; from time to time to examine and inquire into all matters 
connected with the government, discipline and police of the prison, 
and the employment of the prisoners confined therein, the monied 
concerns and contracta for work, and the purchases, and the sales. of 
the articles purchased and sold, for, or on account of said prison :" 
Under these provisions the said inspectors had jurisdiction of the 
matters referred to by them in their last report, and afler an exam- 
iniitionhad by the said inspectors, as appears from the evidence, here- 
with submitted, they adopted the report referred to by the joint re- 
solutions. The said board of inspectors, in their annual report say : 
'*The agent advertised for sealed proposals, the bids being submitted, 
it was found that one bid was for from twenty to thirty men at thir* 
ty'^ight cents per day, another bid was for from thirty to fifty men, 
at twenty-eight cents per day, both bidders being considered per- 
fectly responsible ; a majority of the board decided in favor of the 
highest bid, and recommended the agent to accept it and execute a 
contract, but after mature deliberation he decided to accept the low- 
^9t bid, and executed a contract This was done in accordance 
with a written stipulation which the agent had given before the let- 
ting of the lE^bor had been advertised, that he (the lowest bidder) 
should have the labor of the men at a stipulated price, provided he 
should notify the agent within a^iven length of time, that he would 
accept of the proposition, which notice the bidder gave. 

The evidence the said inspectors had before them at the time of 
the adoption of their report, going to sustain the charge above spe- 
cified, was a proposition made by Pinney to the agent of the prison, 
previous to the advertisement being given, and the answer on the 
back of said, proposition m$de by the agent to the said Pinney, to- 
gether with a letter from Pinney to the said agent, a copy of which 
proposition, answer and letter are herewith attached. 

It appears %y the testimony of the agent (and his statements are 
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corroborated by otber testimony ,) that be was mistaken aboat tlie 
contents of the letter, when ^e read it, at the time the inspectors 
were having under consideration the adoption of the report, but 
told the inspectors at the time, that he had not acted from the pro- 
position referred to, in making the contract, but had done it in com- 
pliance with the proposals made under the advertisement; and be 
told the inspectors that they were doing him injustice ; whecber 
any diing was said at the time about the La^hrop contract, is not 
ceitain. The testimony shows a difference of opinion in re^eitce 
to this point. The agent testifies that the proposition referred to, 
(as between himself and Pinney by a previoaa conversation between 
them) simply meant, that in case Pinney bought out Lathrop's con- 
tract, which was in contemplation at that time, he (Pinney) wished 
to know upon what teilns he could change the kinds of labor al- 
lotted to men upon that contract ; and it was with reference to this 
that the proposition was made and answered, and die letter writ- 
ten. That soon afler this proposition was made and answered, a 
question was raised as to the validity of the Lathrop contract, and 
it was decided by the board to be void ; after which the agent im- 
mediately proceeded to advertise for sealed proposals, in pursuance 
of which the Pinney contract was made. It appeared in evidence 
that after the advertisement, sealed proposals were sent in by Pin- 
ney ; and this was known to the board, and is refen^d to by them, 
as being the proposal of from 30 to 50 men, at 28 cents per day. 
Your committee are unable to perceive how the inspectors could 
positively determine that the agent made his contract with Pinney, 
in accordance with the first proposition, when sealed proposals were 
sent in and considered after the advertisement w^as published ; and 
that advertisement having been published subsequently to the ma- 
king of the first proposition. In addition to these cdnsiderations, 
the proposal itself is nothing but a proposition made by A. H. 
Pinney to Alonzo Ferris, the agent of the prison, to change a part 
of the labor of the convicts, contracted for by Mr. Lathrop, to cer- 
tain other branches; going onto enumerate them; and the letCcA* 
has reference to the same proposition. The proceedings of tbe 
boatd on the I7th, tbe day before the reply was made by the agent 
to Pinney, are herewith submitted. It appears from the record. 
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Ili^t the agent acted in aqcordance with the wishes of the inspectors, 
ia reference to this same matter. Your committee are coiustrained 
to believe that this charge made by the inspectors, against the 
agent of the state prison, is without foundation in truth. 

« 

The inspectors, after the contract was made, on a review of the 
aame, made and entered of record the following resolution ; 

** Resolved, That for the following reasons the board cannot ap- 
j^rove c^the contract recently ma^ with Finney, Howard & Co., 
lo wit : there are more kinds or branches of business included m 
anid contract than were bid for, viz: carpet weaving, coach and har- 
Besa plating aud plating generally ; also, the furnishing of water to 
a greater extent than was understood when the bid was accepted ; 
tbe agreement to furnish a store house for materials and manu&c* 
tured articles ; the granting to them the use of the steam engine 
mtheut the provision that they were not to have tbe use of the 
same after they procured one of their own ; the withholding from 
t^e state the privilege of letting any one or more of the trades 
a^uned in the bid, which they did not intend to prosecute ^ and al- 
90 for giving them a preference in letting a new contract, after the 
expiration of the one under consideration. The board consider 
the foregoing provisions, as embraced in said contract, contrary to 
dM9 l^ter and spirit of the original understanding with Mr. Finney, 
who acted for Finney, Howaxd ki Co., when the proposal was ac- 
oapted." 

The matters in the resolution are all in reference to the manner 
of making the contract ; or in other words, the objections of the 
inspectors to the terms ,of the contraot as it was executed. The 
testimony upon thia matter, the contract, supplement and all the 
evidence in relation to it, is hereunto attached. Your committee 
believe this is the <mly matter of difficulty between the inspectors 
and agent, in their business affairs at the present time. That there 
are some matters specified in the contract that should not have been, 
there is no doubt ; but whed>et any damage, and if any, how much, 
win. be sustained by the State in consequence, is a matter entirely 
in the future, and dependent upon circumstances. Your commit- 
tee would not wish to prejudge the rights of parties by giving an 
opinion of the legal rights of the parties to the contract ; neither is 
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it probable that tbere will be a necessity for settling the matter by 
adjudication at law. 

Testimony of the Agents Inspectors, Clerk, and others. 
State of Michigan^ County of Jackson, ss» 

Alonzo Ferris, sworn, says that the first disagreement was on the 
Pinney, Howard & Co. contract. A majority of the board decided 
in favor of the highest bid, and he accepted the lowest bid, and ex- 
ecuted the contract; he did so because he did not consider the bid 
for thirty-eight cents per day a legal bid ; it was " for from ten to 
thirty men;" it did not come within the specification of the adver- 
tisement ; the proposition did not inclnde as many men as were ad- 
vertised ; he did not think the bidder was acquainted with the bu- 
siness ; he did not know the bail to be good. The inspectors pro- 
posed to accept another proposal. A resolution was offerred by 
one of the inspectors and adopted at the time, to the effect that if 
Pinney would raise his bid to thirty cents per day, he should have 
the contract ; but if he did not so raise his bid, they decided to 
take the bid sent in by Hubbel. Pinney did not raise his bid. The 
intention of both parties was to contract for hames and harness 
trimmings ; the word ** harness,'* in the contract, should be "Aa«e«;" 
don't know what was understood by furnishing water to a greater 
extent, Sec. ; it was understood between himself and Pinney, that 
he was to have use of the store houses then built or building, but 
no new store house was to be built. The contract was not so well 
defined as it should have been; it might be called a mistake. In 
regard to the " engine," he did not think it necessary to make the 
reserve in the contract, because the engine would not be worth any 
thing to the company ; they expect to commence using the new 
one to-day. In regard to " withholding from the State the privi- 
lege of letting any one or more of the trades named in the bid, 
which the company did not intend to prosecute," Pinney wished to 
select such ones as he pleased, and carry on the business as he might 
select, to the exclusion of others; he might take them all, or a part; 
but the understanding between them, (Ferris, the agent, and Pin- 
ney,) was in this respect different from the writing, and this differ- 
ent agreement was made at the time the contract was executed ; 
the contract was drawn by Judge Higby, .at the request of the in- 
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spectors. The provision in regard to " preference,'* as it waft 
agreed to by the witness, was the custom, so far as he knows, be- 
fore he came here; the agent did not advise with board, except 
ivith Backus ; does not consider that he was under^ obligations to 
do it ; does not dispute the facts assumed by the resolution, but 
thinks as iibove stated. 

After the paper was sent in with the pencil mark, (which is the 
proposition from Pinney,) his opinion is that the inspectors all saw 
it ; were at Bascom's house ; the Doctor (Backus) and Bascom 
•were there as he thinks ; he considers now that the statements 
made on the back are matters of truth. 

Pinney came on and entered into the contract himself, under the 
advertisement, according to the sealed proposals as aforesaid. 
First letter from Pinney presented; the letter was shown after the 
report was written, but before it was adopted, as agent understood ; 
the second letter was received after the report ; the proposition re- 
ferred to was made by the agent without any view to the letting of 
the contract, but with a view to the buying out of Lathrop, and had 
nothing to do with the contract. 

If Hubbel's bid was changed, he never understood it so. He 
told agent that he would commence with ten men ; — at the eiid 
of the second year, he would inci'ease the bid to thirty men — the 
increase was to be ten men a year. The interlining in the Pinney 
.bid was altered at the office of agent, while the proposals were 
open, and before the contract was made. The alteration in the bid 
was not literally complied with in the contract ;-^instead of calling 
a part twenty-five cents a day, and a part thirty cents, they were 
kll called twenty-eight cents in the contract. The bail is such as 
Doctor Backus and himself thought sufficient at the time, — ^it was 
considered, when the whole firm signed, to be sufficient, without 
any special bail. — Backus thotight as he di4 — thinks Pinney has 
been here since the supplement was made — ^has not presented the 
agreement that was to be signed by one, if the rest would sign it. 
He understood it to be the agreement between himself and board, 
to make the supplement to the agreement. 

The officers of the prison have performed their duty, as the wit- 
ness thinks. * 
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The memorandum made by Pinney was in accordance with the 
agent's understatlding of the opinion of the board, not in gession. 
The entry on inspector's record corresponds with this view ; the 
reason why the time in the memorandum was specified, was because 
it was necessary to have the matter disposed of as soon as possible. 
He did not say any thing to the board about the time of '- thirty 
days," as limited in it. The n^emorandum is dated 18th AprO, 1846, 
— meeting of the board April 20th. Board called together for the 
purpose of examining the legality of the Lathrop contract; — meet- 
ing the next day for the same purpose — referred to the attorney 
general for his decision. 27th, another meeting — the written opi- 
nion of the attorney general submitted ; — ^the contract was thenr de- 
cided to be void. Board advised agent to advertise immediately 
for proposals, and treated the contract as void. — Don't think that af- 
ter the 20th of April any thing was thought about Lathrop's con- 
trect being transferred, but it was treated as a void con- 
tract. Finney went away the day of the date of the memor^uaduiB, 
to the state of Ohio. He, (agent,) regarded the Lathrop contract 
as binding until the 20th or 27th. — He had not understood from the 
board that the contract was to be considered vpid, uptil after the 
memorandum was made.^ — Book presented, is the book of record, 

in his oiHce. 

Ira C. Backus, sworn — says: It appears by the report, that bids 

were made, but no distinction as to the different bids. Hubbel and 
Pinney were both allowed to amend their bids when the proposals 
were considered — both bidders were responsible.— Hubbel's bid 
was three shillings, instead of thirty-eight cents. The board intend- 
ed by the statement, that "the contract was let to Pinney, in accord- 
ance, &c." — That the statement was not made with an intention to 
impugn the motives of the agent ; that at the time the report was 
adopted, the matter was talk ed over, and the board considered it 
was improper for the agent to give Pinney the said memorandum. 
— ^Never saw the contract until after it was executed. Mr. Ferris 
talked with me the next morning, after the board decided against 
the Pinney propo.sition ; I said to him that the law placed it entire- 
ly within his control, but gave it as his (witness') individual opinion 
— that it was best to let the contract to Pinney. Hubbel's bid 
was changed to from 10 to 30 men — to from 20 to 30 men. Pin- 
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ney 's bid was changed fVom an offer by Pinney, to an ofier by Fin- 
ney, Howard & Company, and the terms were changed from 25 
for a part, and 26 for the balance, the 29 was changed to 30, and 
then it was all altered to 28 for the whole. — Is not certain 
that it was altered when the board were present. There were 
more kinds or branches of business included in the contract than 
appeared in the advertisemnt. What is^meant by "understand," 
in the resolution is, that by the terms of the contract the state was 
bound to furnish more thati they need to have done ; — ^never has 
been customary so to do. The expense of supplying water will 
probably be considerable. The agreement to furnish store house 
puts the state in a position that may make it liable to construct 
more buildings for storage — thinks Ferris said that the water part 
lie overlooked when he signed the contract ; they agreed in their 
conversation to build a new one, and release the old engine, a pro- 
vision should have been added so that the state could have it back 
according to the verbal agreement — that there was no necessity for 
the next provision — that Finney proposed that the state let any 
branch of the business that the company did not occupy, and that 
it should have been so provided in the contract; that the provision 
giving the preference to Finney, was wrong, and contrary to the 
understanding of the board ; the understanding was, that no con- 
tract of the kind should be made ; don't know whether the agent 
understood it before the contract was made, or not. In all of the 
variations of the contract, from the time of considering the propo- 
sitions of Mr. Finney, the board considered that the interests of the 
state had been sacrificed, thinks that it might cost three or four thou- 
sand dollars, to furnish the amount of water that might be necessa- 
ry to fulfil the tenns of the contract. !Forms his opinion, from an 
estimate made by C. Howard, it has not been customary for the 
state heretofore to furnish water. The state have already been put 

to some expense on the contract. 

Witness never saw the memorandum referred to as being made 

by agent to Finney, until to-day, but had information of it from 
Shoemaker; and saw a letter referred to as the first letter from Fin- 
ney — -heard Ferris say, "there was not a word in the letter accept- 
ting a proposition to him,'* after reading it he said "I am mistaken, 
it does seem to convey that idea." Witness said he would be 
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pleased to hear an explanation, but agent gave no explanation of 
it, the board waited some time — Agent said the report "did him 
injustice'' bat did not say why it did him injustice. If he had much 
an explanation at that time witness would have recollected it. 

Ferris asks, if he told the board that he had made no proposi- 
tion of the kind ? Witness says that it is impossible to say positive- 
ly what was said about it, but supposed by agent saying he was 
done injustice, witness understood it to be with reference to that 
point — at the time the matter was called up, Mr. Shoemaker 
charged agent with making a contract according to a memorandum; 
in a conversation afterwards, agent stated that the memorandum 
was made with a view to the purchase of the contract of Lathrop's. 
Board, or some one of them said they could not understand "how 
be could agree to let men that were let to Lathrop" — does not re- 
collect any talk about the bail. No other matter of difference 
worth while to repeat between inspectors and agent, as far as wit- 
ness knows — there has been no personal difference orhard feeling 
"between them — ^it.is with regard to his official conduct. 

Michael Shoemaker being sworn says, thit the bids were made 
as stated by Backus — on the meetings of the 20th and 21st of 
April nothing was done in Board by which the witness understood 
that any writing of the kind on the back of the proposition was 
made by the agent. May the 18th, bids were opened — the bids of 
Hubbel and Mr. Pinney were considered — ^the majority of the 
board made a resolution — ^the provisions of the contract were spe- 
cified and it was understood how it was. 

Mr. Pinney was to take what water there was there — something 
was said about a cistern being built, but no conclusion was arrived 
at in reference to it — ^it was understood between Pinney, witness 
and agent, that when Pinney built an engine the old one was to 
come back to the state; the state was to have the privilege of con- 
tracting for any business that he did not carry on. When the board 
.adjourned it was not decided who was to have the contract. On 
the 15th of July, he was at the office of agent, found that the con- 
tract did not agree with the verbal agreement, and resolution in the 
report was adopted ; thinks the times of payment were not as they 
should have been; the number of trades in the contract was great- 
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«r than was verbally agreed upon; he saw the endorsement on tbe 
proposition on the back of the memorandum, soon afler the contract 
was exeCtttedyfor the first dme ; he said to Finney he thought if he 
had not got the contract for 28 cents, he would have given 30 ; he 
said in answer that he had the agreement of the agent to have the 
men at 28 cents per day and showed it — ^he had understood that 
agent had a letter froiii Finney; when the report was presented to 
the board, Mr. Ferris said that it did him injustice. I said that I > 
had understood he had a letter from Finney accepting of the pro- 
position, he said that he had a letter but it did not contain a word 
about any such proposition — ^he produced tbe letter dated May 5di, 
1846, After reading the letter, agent said h^ was mistaken, that 
the letter seemed to convey the idea set forth in the report — ^the re- 
port was then adopted. . The report was written before the letter 
was seeif by him, he understood Ferris to say that the statement in 
the report did him injustice, before the letter was read. 

It was his impression that there was to be the use of the water 
and a cistern, and that was all to be added as he undersood it.^ — Is 
not sufficiently acquainted with the matter, to determine how much 
it would co^t to supply the waXer. There was no building to be 
put up on Finney's account — ^there was no understanding about it 
either way ; don't think it was a good investment to build the en- 
gine house. He thinks agent spoke to him about the building; he 
has no recollection of the matter being presented to the board — 
recollects that about the time they were finishing the ends, he was 
spoken to; has no recollection of having been apoken to about it be- 
fore the building was started — ^thiaks he gave no opinion about the 
propriety of llie building ; heard agent say something about it se- 
veral times ; gave no opinion about it as he thinks — thinks that af- 
ter letttttg of from 20 to 30 men to Hubbel, the rest could have 
been earning from 33 to 40 cents per day, for the next two years. 
Pinney, Howard & Co., have been allowed to build a steam en- 
gine there, which was not provided for in the contract ; during this 
time, the men have not been placed under proper restrictions. 
Speaks both from information and observation ; his opinion is, that 

the affairs of the prison have not been managed as they ought to 
have been. 



^ 
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Lewis Bascom, sworn — Says : That himself and the two other 
witnesses sworn immediately before him, are the inspectors of the 
prison. He understood the proposals were made and altered ; ma- 
jority of the board agreed to the highest bid ;. afterwards the agent 
executed a contract for the other bid. Had no evidence that be 
knew of at the time the report was made, of the fact that the con- 
tract was made in accordance with a foimer memorandum. The 
understanding was that Pinney was to have the use of the red 
building for storehouse, and no new one was to be built. 

After the new engine commenced work, the old one was to be 
given up to the state. Don't recollect of any talk about the impro- 
priety of the provision by which a preference was given to Pinney 
on the next contract. Agent spoke to him about building the en- 
gine house ; — don't kpow of any action by the board in regard to 
it. 

Backus recalled: — ^When he first knew of the building being 
erected lie was there and saw it being put up. He has no recol- 
lection of agent calling on him to ascertain his opinion about the 
security. He has no expectation that the supplement will ever be 
executed, that was drawn up ; — -judges from the conversation be 
had with the men, it would not be done, 

Walter Budington being sworn — says : He has been at the pri- 
son" about five years ; he was present at the meeting of the board 
when the letter was produced by Ferris, from Pinney. Shoema- 
ker read the report. — Agent said the statement in regard to a for- 
mer memorandum did him injustice. Shoemaker said a letter had 
been received that would show it. Agent said there was nothing 
in the letter of the kind — got the letter, read it, and said he was 
mistaken. The letter did seem to recognize something of the kind ; 
agent at the same time denied that it had any thing to do with 
it; thinks it was not at the meeting of the board that he first heard 
it explained, but was in conversation with agent in the office. 
Thinks he has heard agent explain the matter to the board since ; 
after the conversation the board adopted the report Report was 
completed December 3d, 1846. Thinks the letter was produced 
either the 16th or' 27th of November. Don't recollect of any con- 
Tersation by the agent and board, about building the engine house» 
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before it was commenced . He bdd repeatedly heard agent say that 
the report was not true. Don't know whether he heard him «ay 
any thing about the Lathrop contract; — ^thinks he heard agent say 
to Shoemaker or to the board, in substance, that they ought not to 
publish a matter of that kind. He heard agent say, some time, 
that Pinney had no claim by any arrangement made by agent. 
Shoemaker said in answer, that they considered that the factswere 
as stated by the report ; that the object in stating it in the report, 
was to show that the law was deficient. 

John D. Dare, sworn, says, he is in charge of the affairs of Pin- 
ney, Howard & Co. ; when he first came here he objected to using 
the building, it was not sufficient for the engine. When the board 
met, and previous to any thing having been done about the build- 
ing, the board objected. by Shoemaker, that buildings should not be 
put up for the engine by the state j after some conversation — ^he 
don't know who proposed to have one building — the suggestion 
was made to build as it has been built — left them in the full belief 
^hat the engine house and dye house was to be put up as it is ; h© 
promised to make one, drew up a plan as he intended ; the question 
was whether we moved or not, if they moved, the engine house 
would have to be built as a matter of course, and he understood that 
the board thought necessary to move, and they did move; from the 
talk of the board he understood thiat the board was agrreed about 
it — ^he did not know as the board approved the matter by vote or 
resolution, or anything of the kind. 

Michael Shoemaker recalled ; says, on reflection he recollects a 
conversation between Ferris and himself before the building was 
started^ the matter was before the board, and there was no deter- 
mination on it before the board adjourned. After the board ad- 
journed, he said to agent, that if he consented to the removal,, and 
built the engine house, it would be the proper time to have the mo" 
dification to the contract executed with Pinney, Howard & Co. ; if 
he insisted upon that he would obtain it, but if he did not insist up- 
on it before the building was put up, he would not get them to sign 
it at all. . 

Question — Was the modification drawn up at the time I Did not 
know as it was, could not say that it was ; he must have said to 



\ 
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Ferris a sapplement instead of tht snpplemenlr--4liat they had taUi- 
ed about making one. 

Proceedings of the Board of Inspectors in relatign to a transfer of the 

contract of H. B. Lathrop to Mr, Finney, 

At an adjourned meeting of t^e board of inspectors at the prison 
office on Friday, 17 April, 1846. 

Present I. C. Backus, L. Bascom and M. Shoemaker. 

The board resumed the consideration of the contemplated ar- 
rangement with Mr. Finney in regard to succeeding Mr. Lathrop, 
in the contract with the agent for the employment of ,conyicts in 
manufacturing, &c., also the subject of changing the labor of a por' 
tion of said convicts to other branches of mechanical labor, than 
those now prosecuted in the prison. 

The following arrangement was entered into with Mr. Finney, 
provided he should consummate a bargain vnth Mr. Lathrop, the 
present contractor, to vnt : 

Mr. Finney is to take the contract now existing with Mr. Lathrop, 
and to have the privilege of employing the greater portion of the 
convicts so contracted, at the business of manufacturing farming 
tools, saddle and harness trimmings, &c., and to pay for the servi- 
ces of such number of convicts so employed, the sum of 28 cts.per 
day for each ; the board and agent, on the part of the prison, con- 
senting to furnish such shops and other conveniences, as by them 
was thought practicable and proper. These and other matters con- 
nected with the arrangements were mutually agreed upon by the 
parties, and nothing seemed to remain to preclude them from com- 
ing to an amicable understanding. 

Mr. Lathrop was then notified that the above named parties had 
completed the arrangement before mentioned, and being so inform- 
ed he insisted on the payment of a certain claim held by him against 
the state for machinery burned in 1843, under Mr. Walcott's con- 
tract, who had assigned said claim to him (Lathrop) for a full and 
valid consideration. 

Mr. Finney declined allowing said claim in his bargain with Mr* 
Lathrop, in addition to the advance of per diem payment for the 
convicts, unless he could be remunerated by the state ; and the in- 
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apectors and agent coiild not entertain said claim in any form that 
would properly allow them to liquidate and cancel it, con£equent]y 
tiie arrangement with Mr. Pinney was considered aa bfoken off and 
abandoned. 

Adjourned. IRA C. BACKUS, 

LEWIS BASCOM. 
MICHAEL SHOEMAKER. 

Proposition of A. H. PiTmeij to the Agent of the State Prison, written 

in pencil upon a slip of paper, , 

I propose for the consideration of the agent of the prison, to 
change a part of the labor of the convicts Qontracted for by Mr. 
Lathrop to the following branches, viz : Farming tools generally, 
saddle trees and harness making, coach and harness plating, plating 
generally, and the manufacture of locks and house trimmings, shov- 
els, and hardware generally, and all such business as has an imme- 
diate connexion with the above business, and the manufacture of 
paper of all kinds, cooper ware, such as buckets, tubs, churns, car- 
penters, joiners and coopers tools. 

A. H. PINNEY. 

Statement of Agent, tmitten in ink upon the hack of tJieforegoifig prop- 
osition, referred to in the annual report of the inspectors of the state 
prison. 

The understanding of the board and agent is, that for the men 
(convicts) changed from the manufacture of woolen and cotton 
goods, and engaged in the branches enumerated within, either part- 
ly or entirely, twenty -eight cents a day shall be paid, the matter to 
be decided within thirty days. 

ALONZO FERRIS, Agent. 

Dated, Jackson, April 18th, 1846. 

First letter of Mr, Pinney, r^erred to as the letter accepting the pro- 
posal of the Agent, 

Columbus, May 5th, 1846. 

Alonzo Ferris, Esq., 

Dear Sm : — I received your favor of 27th ultimo, bearing the 

intelligence of the opinion of the Attorney G-eneral and others in 

relation to Lathrop's contract, and also saying that you had called 

a meeting of the board of inspectors to decide on what course to 

take in relation td the matter. 
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I have also recelTod a paper containing the notice for reletting 
tbe contract. I had my arrangements to come out this week ; your 
brother had also agi*eed to come out and engage in business for 
me, and have went so far as to make out a memorandum to buy 
goods in New York for a store in Jackson, and Mr. Thomas Skin- 
ner had agreed to come out to help sell the goods. Things have 
taken such a turn in ralatibn to letting the hands, that I hardly 
know what to do. My partner will leave for New York Thursday, 
and you will see the necessity of my knowing at once what will be 
the probable course that will be taken in relation to the contract ; 
but have rather come to the conclusion that you were yet willing 
to give it to me if I concluded to take the hands at the price agreed 
upon. In the memorandum made of the understanding between 
you, myself and the inspectors, which you gave me just before I 
left, which was to be decided by me within thiity days from the 
date thereof; the only thing I have been waiting for was a deduc- 
tion in the price for labor, as you rather thought the inspectors 
would come down to 26 or 27 cents per day, and yet hope you 
will. 

I have concluded to take the hands as agreed; with a confident 
belief that you will give me other advantages which will make it 
about right. It is time to make arrangements for buying wool. 
In relation to giving security on the contract, you have the written 
consent of Mr. C. Howard, to be security for me, and you can en- 
quire of your brother whether hdis good or not. I can also give 
you any other security that you may require. 

You will please write to me yourself, or have your brother write 

by return of mail, the particulars about the matter, ^nd what I may 

expect. 

I remain yours, truly, 

A. H. PINNEY. 

Second letter ofJMr. Plnney, Explanatory of his Remarks to Mr, Shoe- 

maker ^ 4f^. ^, 

Columbus, December 8th, 1846. 

Mr. a. Feeris — 

. Dear Sir : YoUrs of the 30tK ult, came to hand this morning, and 

I hasten to reply. I regret exceedingly that any thing I have said 



Joint Doc] 23 [No.- 14. 

to Mr. Shoemaker, should be construcil in any way to censure 
you. The contract herein enclosed is tlie same memorandum you 
gave me by order of a majority of the board of inspectors present 
at Mr. Bascom's house, the morning I left for home, April 18th, *46. 
That memorandum was based upon this fact^ that if I bought out 
Lathrop's amtract^ at 25-28 cents, as per memorandum. 

The truth is, that instead of there being only $900 difference 
(between me and Lathrop,) there was 1500; and when I reached 
home and had a talk with my partner and Mr. Hayden, we came 
to the conclusion not to buy out Mr. L., for it would be paying to 
dear for the whistle. So the memorandum referred to above, was 
virtually good for nothing. I did show the memorandum to Mr. 
Shoemaker, and laughed with him about it, but if he had asked me 
seriously about the matter, whether I considered that 1 could hold 
the institution to the memmartdnm^ I should have replied to him that 
I could not, unless I had bought out Lathrop, and as Lathrop's 
contract was a nullity, so of course the matter was at an end, as to 
any obligations on the part of the State to comply with the memo- 
randum, herein inclosed. 

Dear Sir : — ^You say something about Mr. Hubbell's biddinjg^ 
37 J cents per day for hands. The fact is, his bid did not comply 
with the advertisement at all, for he only bid for 10 to 20 hands. — • 
My bid was agreeable to the advertisement, and tho only one be- 
fore the board which could be considered as a bid in good faith. 

I should Tvot have taken the hands at any Mgher price than I did 
if there had not been any thing said before, and I plainly stated that 
to Mr. Shoemaker at different times, and he said if that was true he 
was glad that I got the contract, and when we concluded the con- 
tract I understood that some of the inspectors had consented 
to it. I seriously regret that any thing that 1 have said in way of a 
joke to any one, should be taken to heart or made a serious matter, 
or caused any unpleasant feeling in relation to the matter. 

You say something about there being an order passed by the 
inspectors to let the hands to the highest bidder. I did not under- 
stand it so; my understanding was that Mr. Shoemaker was 
entirely willing to let me have the hands at 30 cents per day, in pre- 
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ference, (to Mr. HubbeUs bid for 10 to 20 men) and the whole dif- 
ference between him and me was 2 cents per day, and in case I 
refused to give 30 cents per day, then they would receive his bid. 

I may possibly be mistaken as to the order as I did not see it, 
but think 1 am correct. 

In short to sum up the whole matter, you were not under any 
contract to give me the hands, either do I believe that you gave me 
the contract on account of there being any previous memorandum 
or any thing of the kind. I did think, and do now that you were 
governed entirely by a wish to do the best you could for the inter- 
est of the institution, all things considered. 

Please remember me to Mrs. F. and Family. 

Respectfully yours, 

A. H. PINNEY. 
Advertisement for sealed proposals for the services of convicts ; 

published in the newspapers : 

State Prison, > 
Jackson, 28th April, 1846. ) 

Sealed proposals will be received by the pubscriber at the prison 
office until 10 o'clock, A. M., on May 18th next, for letting the la- 
bor and services of from thirty to fifty convicts in said prison, for 
the term of hre years, to be employed at the following mechanical 
branches, viz : The manufacturing of farming tools, saddle trim- 
mings, webbing and coach lace, paper of all kinds, woolen and 
cotton goods, door trimmings and locks. 

Good and approved security will be required for the faithful 
performance of the contracts, and bidders will be required to fur- 
nish with their bids, the written assent of the person or persons 

who may be offered as sureties. 

A. FERRIS, Agent. 

Proposals received under the above advertisement : 

I hereby propose to give thirty-one and a half cents per day, for 

from thirty to fifty convicts according to advertisement in the 

Jackson Patriot. R. HEMINWAY. 

We hereby consent to bind ourselves to be security for the above 

R. Heminway, for the payment of all the men that shall be given 

him by the above bid. 

J. B. EATON, 
J. S. KURD. 
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State Peibon, I 
Jackson, May 18th, 1846. } 

A. Ferris, Esq., Agent of State Prison : 

I hereby offer for the services of the convicts advertised to be let 

this day, thirty cents per day, the state furnishing convenient shop 

rQom, and the cards and jack bought of Hammond & Arnold for 

woolen manufacturing, and also sq much right in the engine^ as is 

now used by H. B. Lathrop. 

JOHN A. BAILY. 

I hereby offer to become security for the performance of the 

contract to be let at the State Prison this day, if the men shall be . 

given to John A. Baily, on the part of said Baily. 

LEANDER CHAPMAN, 
H. B. LATHROP. 
May 18th, 1846. 

Columbus, May 5th, 1846. 

I propose to the agent of the state prison of Michigan, at Jack- 
son, to take from thirty to fifty of the convicts of said prison, to 
employ them at the following branches of business, for the term of 
five years which may be agreed upon hereafler, for those 

employed at the manufacturing of woolen and cotton goods, v^eb* 
bing and coach lace, and manufacturing of paper of all kinds, 25 
cents per day, and for those employed at the manufacturing of far- 
ming tools, saddle trees and trimmings, such as locks and other fixp 
tures for finishing' house, 28 cents per day, and all other articles 
that may have any connection vrith the above branches of business. 

Respectfully yours, 

ABNER H. PINNEY. 

For the faithful performance of the above proposed contract, I 
hold myself ready to enter my name as security or one of his se- 
curities as the case may. 

C. HOWARD. 

May 5, 1846. 

JacksoxN, May 15, 1846. 
Ma. Ferris : , 

Sir — In accordance with your notice or advertisefnet to let the 

services of convict labor, I would propose paying for convict la- 
bor three shillings per day for from 10 to 20 men. 

Yours, &c., 

MOSES HU^BELL. 

4 
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I wUl stand t]lat the above is faitfiiDy fuIfiUed if enterd into. 

JOSEPH WIGHTMAN. 

CoDtracts between Alonzo Ferris on tbe part of the state of 
Michigan, and A. H. Finney, C. Howard & N. S. Lamson, for the 
services of convicts in the Michigan State Prison : 

This agreement made this twentieth day of May, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fortynsix, by and between Alonzo Fer- 
ris as agent of the State Prison of the State of Michigan, of the 
first part, and Abner H. Pinney, Caleb Howard and Nathan S. 
Lamson, of the state of Ohio, of the second part ; Whereas, the 
said Alonzo Ferris as such agent, did, on the eighteenth day of 
May instant, receive sealed proposals for letting the labor of from 
thirty to fifly convicts in said prison, to be employed at the branches 
of business hereinafter enumerated, having previously duly adver- 
tised according to law, for receiving such sealed proposals, and 
whereas, the said parties of the second part, on said last mentioned 
day, made a proposal to pay for the labor of such convicts, the 
sum of twenty-eight cents per day each for able bodied men, 
which proposal has been on the day of the date hereof accepted 
by said agent. 

Now therefore this agreement witnesseth, that the said party of 
the first part as agent as aforesaid, for and in behalf of the state of 
Michigan, covenants and agrees to hire and let to the said parties 
of the second part hereto, above named ; the labor and services of 
such number of convicts, not exceeding fifty nor less than thirty, 
as can be furnished without interfering with the other contracts now 
existing, for the terra of five years from the date hereof, to be em- 
ployed at the business of manufacturing woolen and cotton goods, 
and carpeting, farming tools generally, exceptwagons and ploug^bs 
saddle trees and trimmings, coach and harness plating and plating 
generally, webbing and coach lace, paper of all kinds, shovels and 
hardware generally, door trimmings and locks, and such business 
as has an immediate connexion with the above described branches 
of business, said convicts to be such as are generally denominated 
able bodied men* Thirty of said convicts to be furnished on and 
at all times after the first day of September next, and the balance 
at any andldl times during said term when they can be furnished 
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without interfering with other e&isring contracts ;. and in the mean 
^me, between the date hei'eof and the said first day of September 
next, to furnish such number of hands as the parties of the second 
part may desire, less than the above number, in order to enable 
them to commence and prepare for the commencement of their 
said business, and the said agent, the party of the first part agrees 
to furnish to the parties of the second part within the prison walls, 
sufficient shop room and buildings, for the employment of such 
convicts at such business, and for carrying on such business to ad- 
vantange, and for storing materials and manufactured articles, and 
to furnish suitable forges, and materialsfor such benches as may be 
necessary ; he also agrees to fufnish within said prison walls, the 
necessary water as it may be needed for said business, except for 
propelling machinery, and for the safety of the buildings and ma- 
chinery in case of fire ; he also agrees 'to furnish within said walls, 
such carding machines, spining jacks, looms and other machinery 
pertaining to woolen and cotton goods^ as are now in said prison, 
owned by the state, and the parties of the second part are to have 
such use of the steam engine noW in the prison, as has heretofore 
been allowed to Henry B. Lathrop ; the said agent further agrees, 
that the parties of the second part and each of them shall have 
the privilege of going to and from said shops at all proper times, 
to instruct the said convicts in said trades and the different branches 
of business caried on by them, and to carry in and out materials and 
manufactured articles, or they may employ not exceeding five suit- 
able persons to do the same, they (the parties of the second part 
and airpenspns in their employ) being while in said prison or shops, 
subject to all the rules and regulations established by the inspec- 
tors of said prison, or which may be hereafter lawfully established 
by them for the discipline of said prison ; and the said agent furth- 
er agrees to keep said convicts so let to the parties of the second 
part, under good discipline at the expense of said state. 

And the parties of the second part are tp have the privilege . of 
bringing into said shops such necessary machinery, including a 
steam engine, as they may deem necessary for the prosecution of 
said business, and the said parties of the second part above named, 
hereby covenant and agree to employ said convicts from and after 
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tlie first day of September next, to the full number that may be 
furnished to them not exceeding fifty, and they agree to pay or 
<iaiiae to be paid to the said agent or to his successors in office re- 
'Spectively for all the men that may be in their employ as hereinbe* 
fore provided, twenty-eight cents per day for each convict employed' 
no charge to be made for such time as a convict may be disabled 
by sickness or otherwise from performing his ordinary labor, but 
wheneyer at any time after any of said convicts shall be so taken 
into the employ of said parties of the second part, they shall be 
unemployed for the want of materials, tools, or from want of any 
necessary instruction in their business, the parties of the second 
part to be charged and to pay the ssme rate as though said convicts 
were constantly employed ; and it is mutually understood that all 
tools, implements and machinery, except such as said agent has 
hereinbefore agreed to furnish, are to be provided by and at the 
expense of the parties of the second part; the shop to be suitably 
warmed at the expense of the state ; and it is further agreed that 
the parties of the second part shall have a uniform credit of three 
months, for the hire of said convicts ; that is, at the expiration of 
the fourth month pay shall be made for the first month ; at the ex- 
piration of the fifth month pay shall be made for the second, and so 
on in monthly payments, except that on the twentieth day of May, 
in eAch and every year, payment shall be made in full up to that 
time ; and if the parties of the second pait shall fail to have such 
payment made in full on the 20th day of May in each year, it shall 
and may be at the option of the said agent or his successor for the 
time being, to declare this contract null and void ; and is furdier 
mutually understood and agreed, that this contract shall not be as* . 
signable by said parties of the second part without the written con- 
sent of said party of the first part, or his. successors in office ; and 
it is further agreed, that if the practice of letting the labor of con- 
victs shall be continued, the said parties of the second part, shall 
have a preference in any new contract to be made from time to 
time for a continuance of the same branches of business for the 
period of time for which such contracts may be authorized by law 
to be let, after the expiration of this contract, over other persons 
making proposals, upon their agreeing to pay sOth sum as may he 
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e agreed on between them and the agent of said prison for the time 
( being, not exceeding the average rates paid for convict labor by 
^; other contractors. The same branches of business are not to be 
le" carried on within the said pirison by said agent in behalf of the 
el' state, or by other contractors ; and it is further understood that the 
liec parties of the second part shall have the privilege of receiving into 
li their employ such convicts as may now be in said prison, or may be 
ie reeeived hereafter therein, bis shall be instructed in the above 
) branches of busMPs, and as will on that acconnt be more semcea- 
E ble to the said pErties of the second part than to other contractors, 
: except such as may be required for the use of the prison ; and the 
parties of the second part shall not be compelled to take into their, 
employ any convict whose term of service is less than one year, un- 
I less he shall be already instructed in some one of said branches of 
I business. The agreement that the agent shall warm the shops, is 
modified as follows : The agent shall at all times furnish sufficient 
I and suitable seasoned cord-wood within the prison walls for that 
( purpose ; but the wood shall be cut, and the fires kept by and at 
i the expense of the parties of the second part, so &r as they may 

deem it necessary for their own convenience. 
, Witness our hands and seals the day and year first above written. 

ALONZO FERRIS, Ag't, [l. s,] 
; ABNER H. PINNE Y, [l. s.] 

CALEB HOWARD, [l. s.] 

NATHAN S. LAMSON, [l. s.] 
Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of Sam'l Higby, as to 
all except Lamson. J. C. Merrick, attest to N. S. Lamson's sig- 
nature. 

Supplement to t/tejoregaing Contract, prepared but notsigTied hy any 
of the parties. 

Whereas^ on the twentieth day of May, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-six, a certain contract was made and en- 
tered into by and between Alonzo Ferris, as agent of the State 
Prison of the state of Michigan, of the first part, and Abner H. Pin- 
ney» Caleb Howard and Nathan S. Lamson, of the state of CHiio, of 
the neoond part, for the employment of fVom thirty to fifty convicts 
in said prison, at the various mechanical trades therein named for 
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the term of five years from the date aforesaid : Now therefore in 
consideratioa of die cavenauts and agreements contained in said 
contract, the said parties thereto hereby make and stipulate the 
following modification of sundry provisions in said contract, and 
which are hereinafter specified, to wit : 

The said party of the first part or his successors in office, may at 
any time during the term of said contraet, establish and prosecute 
any one or more of the branches of business named therein, provided 
the said party of the second part do not prosecflk or proceed to 
prosecute such branch or branches within the limit of saidcontract, 
after receiving from the agent of said prison thirty days previous 
notice, that such branch or branches will be prosecuted by the State, 
or let by contract. Also the provisions in said contract requiring 
the said party of the fii*st part to furnish for the use of the said party 
of the second part, the garret or lofb of the two story brick shop 
just completed, standing on the north side of the yard, and in ad- 
dition tp which, such portions of the red building near the east wall 
as has been used and occupied by Henry B, Lathrop. Also the 
provision in said contract requiring the said party of the fii*st part 
to " furnish within said prison walls the necessary water, as it may 
be needed for said business, (except for propelling machinery,) and 
for the safety of the buildings and machinery in case of fire,'' shall 
be so qualified as only to requii'e the said party of thefirat part or 
his successors in office, to grant to the said party of the second part 
the use of water^from the reservoir as it is now constructed and in 
its pi^sent condition ; provided, however, that the sanoe quantity 
of water that now comes into said reservoir shall be maintained. 
Also the said party of the first part shall construct at some suitable 
or convenient place near the work shops, a rain water cistern, to 
contain at least hundred barrels, the use of which shall be grant- 
ed to die said party of the second part, in common with other con- 
tractors, and for the purposes of the prison. 

Also the provision in said contract, grandng the said pardes of 
die second part, such use of the steam engine now in the prison as 
has been heretofore allowed to Henry B. Lathrop, shall be consid* 
ered null and void, whenever and at such dme as the said pardes 
of the second part may have eonstrueted and*ready for use a steam 
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engine of their owo, at \^oh time the posaeesion and use of the 
engine specified in said contract shall revert to the said party of 
the first part or his successors, for the.benefit of the State. 

And it id hereby further stipulated^and agreed that in all cases 
"^hen the provisions of the contract aforesaid shall conflict with 
^s stipulation, that such provisions shall be declared null and void, 
and not binding upon the parties to said contract. 

In witness whereof the said partieshave hereunto set their hands 
and seals the day of 1846. 

I hereby consent to sign the foregoing stipulation, provided the 
other members of the firm of Pinney, Howard 6c Co. consent to 
e^^ecute the same. 

C. HOWARD. 
. Jackson, 24th Sept., 1846. 

Stipulation of Pinney, Hbtoard Sf Co,, in rdation to their coTntractfor 

hands. 

Whereas on the twentieth day of May, in the yeat one thousand 
eight hundred and foity-six, a certain contract was made and en- 
tered into by and between Alonzo Ferris, agent of the state prison 
of the State of Michigan, of the first part, and Abner H. Pinney, 
Caleb Howard and Nathan S. Lamson,of the State of Ohio, of the 
second part, for the employment of from thirty to fifty convicts in 
said prison at t^e various mechanical trades therein named, for the 
term of five years from and after the date aforesaid : 

Now therefore, in consideration of the covenants and agreements 
contained in said contract, and which are hereinailer specified, to 
wit: 

That if it should become necessary for the party of the fii'st part, 
to let a new contract to employ the ccmvicts in said prison, and he 
should desire us, the party of the second part, to release any one 
of the mechanical branches contained in the above described con- 
tract, the party of the second part agrees, if they do not commence 
said branch wthin thirty days after being notified of the wish of the 
party of the first part to make such contract, they, the party of the 
second part a^e to extend their contract, and take all the hands 
the. party of the first part may have to let, on the proposed new 
contract; or tbey will conmience the business within the thirty dayS| 
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or relinquish the branch .which they do not cktrj on. The party 
of the second part agree to relinquish the claim for ware house, to 
store said materials and manyfactured articles, with this exception, 
-«->that they are to have the use of the red building, on the east side 
of prison yard, or at least as much of it as was occupied by H. B. 
Lathrop, and the use of the garret of the two story brick shop, on 
the north side of the -yard. The said paity of the second part 
agree to furnish water for their own use, during their contract, by 
the party of the first part paying three hundred dollars for doing so, 
and relinquish their claim on the state for furnishing water, and the 
party of the second part agree to relinquish their claim to the old 
engine, as soon as they get their new one in operation so as to pro- 
pel the machinery. 

In witness whereof, the said parties have hereunto set their hands 

* and seals, this fifteenth day of February, A. D. 1847. 

PINNEY, HOWARD & Co. [seal] 
State of Michigan, county of Wayne^ 9S, 

, H. B. Lathrop being duly sworn, says : I know both Mr. Pinney 
and Mr. Howard, and did in May last; I became personally acquain- 
ted with Mn Pinney in April last, he came to Jackson with the 
avowed purpose of purchasing from me a certain contract for the 
labor of convicts in the state prison ; after consultation, he and I 
agreed to trade ; by the terms of my contract I could not assign 
the same without the consent of the ogent of the prison ; (I would 
state that I am acquainted with Alonzo Ferris, agent of said prison, 
that I first became acquainted with him in March last ;) on propo- 
sing to the agent to transfer my contract to Mr. Pinney, objection 
was made, unless the price of labor was advajiced so as to make it 
28 cents per day, whereas my contract was for a portion of the men 

> at 25 cents, and a portion at 10 cents, this made so much difference 
with Mr. Pinney that he declined taking my contract as we had 
agreed, and also to pay the additional price, but offered to take it 
and pay 26 or 26lJ cents per day, which I thought would be accep- 
ted by the agent, but which he declined ; we had several interviews 
at some of which all the inspectors, the agent, Mr. Pinney and nay- 
self were present, and some, the agent, Pinney and myself, and one 
at Mr. Bascom's, when two of the inspectors, the agent and my- 
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39V were present^ on the day Mr^ Finney was to leave for home ; at 
this ititeryiew» I think Mr. Finney tiered 26^ cents per day for the 
men's labor, but it was refused ; afterwards, I met Mr. Finney at> 
the cars, who asked me to give him a few days time to reach home, 
consult his partner, and return me an answdr to my proposition— 
which I did in writing — soon after Mr.' Finney and James F. Al* 
•drich placed in my hands a contract for the rent of a store, by which 
I was led to believe Mr. F. was intending to take my contract ; Mr, 
F. left in the cars, and soon thereafter a notice appeared an the pa* 
per at Jackson of the letting of convict labor, at the same branches 
of business carried on by me, and some other branches ; soon there, 
after Mr. F. wrote meftK>m Columbus, Ohio, that he had received 
letters ft'om Jackson, I think he said from the agent, telling him my 
contract would be declared void, and inviting him to be a bidder at 
the letting, to take place in May ; that in consequence of such dec* 
laration, the trade between him and myself was at an end ; things 
stood thus for a few days, when a brother of Mr. Ferris, residing in 
Ohio arrived at Jackson. FrevTous to the letting, Mr. F. also arriv- 
ed, in company of whom was Mr. Howard ; at the time of receiv* 
ing proposals, Messrs. Finney, Howard & Co., (as I believe,) offers 
ed for the men advertised, 28 cents per day ; others offered 32 or 33 
cents per day, and a third bid for a portion of them was at 37 or 
37^ or 38 cents per day, and another still, I think 30 or 31 cents per 
day» {»*ovided he had the machinery belonging to the state, and pri- * 
Tileges I was then enjoying, which was decided to not be receivedi 
as nothing but the services of the men (convicts) was advertised. 
After much consultation, I was told by Mr. Finney, that his i»op6- 
eitioa was accepted, and he then proposed to buy some portion of 
my property, after calling on the agent to have my (men) convicts 
returned to the workshops and being reftised, I did make a bargain 
with them, Finney, Howard &; Co., to make a sale to them, for the 
purpose of consummating the trade; before we li'ad concluded, Mr. 
Ferris came where we were end wanted to see Messrs. H.^ F. by 
themselves*— I left them, and did not see them again that night— 
the next day I was to leave home for Detroit; I was boarding at 
the same house where P. and H: were boarding, I had my hordes 

and waggon brought up, and after breakfast, took both F. and H. 

5 
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to the prison. On my way they told me that the agent had declin- 
ed to execute to them a contract. I said, then of course the trade 
between them and myself was at an end. Pinney said "not so, I 
sImU have the contract — I have got a written stipulation with Mr. 
Ferris, given when I was here in April last, that I should have the 
men if I would give 28 cents per day, and I shall have the contract, 
if I do not I will go with you to Detroit." I went inside the prison 
yaidi and met Mr. Ferris — ^he said to me, I ought not to think hard 
of him if he acted for the interest of the sta^ for he had ever ac- 
ted- wkh an anxious desire to aid roe to selL I said he had done no 
siieh thing, and as confirmation told him what Pinney said of his 
agreement. He denied having given any si^ch agreement. I tokL 
Kim he had, that Pinney had accepted it, and sent his (Ferris) bro- 
dier to notify him of the fact, and that he (Ferris) had confessed to 
Pinney the receipt of the written notice ; be then said, "oh, he re- 
fers to the letter sent by my brother ;" I said no doubt; he said such 
a ooramunication had been received by him ; I left him, and soon 
saw him with Mr. P. ; in a short time Mr. Howard came to me and 
said they would soon know whether they got the contract or not — 
in the course of half an hour or so, Mr. Howard came to me and 
said they should get the contract and would close their trade with 
Me in Detroit, the next day or soon thereafter ; I di^ meet them in 
Detroit, at which time they told me they had got a contract and just 
such a one as they wanted, that they worked at it all day and part 
of the night, that they had it draughted three times, at each time 
iltserting privileges they did not think of previously> that they had 
got every thing in they could think of, that they had a much better 
ioontract than they could have got by buying me out; and I verily 
ibelieve that the only reason why Pinney, Howard & Co. got the 
coiitract and sMch a contract was in consequence of the writing aibie- 
eaid. 

Questions by Agent^s Counsd to H^ B, Laihrop. 
You state that objection was made to the transfer of yotir con- 
tract to P. H. & Co., unless the price of labor was advanced to 
S8 cts per day, whereas the price of some of your men was 25 
cts and some 10 cts. 
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1. Was you not to pay 25 ct» por day for th« labor of oa^h am- 
Tict under your contract ? 

2. Was there any stipulationr in your contract that you proponed 
to transfer to P. H, & Co., by which you waa to haye tbe labour of 
convicts at 10 cts per day? 

3. Was not the objection to the transfer of your contract to P. 
H. & Co.,. made by the board of inspectors % , 

4. Did not P.'s proposition to purchase your contract content- 
plate an arrangement to be made with the agent under the advice 
of the board, by which he was to have more men than was speci- 
fied in your contract, and to carry on other branches in connexion 
with those specified in your contract, and was not this arrangc^ment 
the basis of the proposition 1 

5. Did not the agent under the advice of the board, insist upon 
the 28 cts per day in consequence of the proposed increase of 
branches and increase of men, and did he insist upon 28 cts per day 
for any labor other than that not named in your contract % 

6. When was it that Pinney and Aldrich left the contract in 
your hands to rent the store ] 

7. Did you obtain Bailey to bid in your name for your benefit, 
or was you interested directly or indirectly in his bid 1 

8. Do you not know that Mr. Higby commenced drawing the 
contract to P. & H., the evening of the same day that the bid was 
made, and was it not executed the fiext day 1 ~ 

Reply of Mr. Lathrap to tliefaregovng Queries. 

To your first qaerie, I answer — ^no. 

To your second querie I answer — ^yes. 

To your third querie I answer— that then as ever I deemed the 
right of the Inspectors to dictate to me on a matter between me and 
the agent, when the agent above is named in the provision under 
consideration, which was the case then— ^I never applied to the in- 
specters for said transfer, the objection I understood to come from 
the ag^nt and I think he told me he was acting under the advice of 
the inspectors. 

4. I know of no understanding by which Pinney was to have 
more men than was in my contract. To the second part of the same 
querie I answer^-«that I did understand that Mr. P. was to have the 
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privilege of carrying on other business than was ccmtained in my 
contract, but I distinctly understood that without die increase of 
pay, he would not consent to the transfer. I understood Mr. Ferris 
in this to 9ay, he acted under the advice of the inspectors. 

5. I did not know that there was any diflei*ence in price in con- 
sequence of the different branches of labor. 

6. Aldrich and Pinney placed the contract for the rent of the 
store in my hands at the instant the cars left Jackson, on the mom- 

. ing that I state I met the inspectors and agent at Bascom's, when I 
turned to go home the ink was not yet dry, it was the last act of 
Pinney & Co., the cars started as he was stepping on board at the 
time it was handed to me. 

7. I did not obtain Baily to bid for me, nor did I know that he 
bid in my name, nor do I now, nor did I ever so believe, neither 
was I directly or indirectly interested in his bid, except so far as to 
allow him to use my name as one of his bail, and in this I stood in 
the position of an endorser only. 

8. I do not know except from information when the contract was 
commenced to.be drawn, and my information is that it was com- 
menced after I left the prison, the day I think after the letting, and 
I am informed that it was not fully prepared until late at night of 
that day. 

Deposition of Witnesses before the undersigned a justice of the 
peace for the county of Jackson and ^ate of Michigan, on this 12th 
day of February, A. D. 1847, in pursuance of a joint resolution of 
the legislature of said state, appointing a committee, and according 
to a joint resolution of instruction to said committee by the legisla- 
ture, approved January 26th, 1847. The agent of the piison ap- 
pearing before me in person, and also by A. D. Hawley his coun- 
sel, and the board of inspectors being present at the taking of the 
said depositions. The said depositions being taken at the sugges- 
tion and with the consent of said committee : 

Asher B. Bates being called as a witness and duly sworn, depo- 
seth and saith. 

Questions hi/ the Jwjpector*.-— What did Mr. Pinney say to you at 
any time in relation to the memorandum shown you. 

Question objected to for the reasons, 1st, that the statement of 
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Mn Pinney to a third penon are not togal evidence ; 2d, that the 
efiect of the memorandum must be determined by the memorandum 
itself and not by the opinion of the person contracted with. 

The objection overruled by the justice and the evidence admit- 
ted. 

Sometime in October or November last, I was in at the store of 

Pinney, Howard & Co., at Jackson, Doctor Backus and Mr. Pin- 
ney were present, talking about the transfer of a contract from J. 
B. Eaton & Co., to Pinney, Howard & Co. While in the store on 
that day and after Doct. Backus had left the store, as vntness thinks, 
had a conversation with Mr. Pinney in reference to the memoran- 
dum produced and shown to the witness, a copy whereof is hereto 
annexed, marked " exhibit A." During the conversation Mr. Pin- 
ney took out a paper from his pocket book, (witness thinks it was 
the paper now exhibited to him,) and exhibited it to witness. Pin- 
ney stated to witness that he received the proposition from Mr. 
Ferris, and had sent a man from Ohio to accept it. He then stated 
that he considered it a good contract, and that he could have held 
the men under that memorandum. During the conversation I said 
to Mr. Pinney in substance, that he (Pinney) ,ha<3 got very advanta- 
geous terms in the written contract that had been made between 
the agent and Pinney, Howard &; Co. 

He replied that if he had not got the men upon that contract, he 
should have held the agent responsible. He stated that he consid- 
ered the memorandum binding upon the agent. 
On being cross examined the witness says : 
Question. Was there any further conversation ] 
Ans. There was. Q. by counsel of the agent. What was 
your opinion, and what reply did Mr. Pinney make to the opinion 
you gave him as to the binding force of the memorandum 1 

He stated that he could hold the men on the memorandum, and 
I assented to it. 

Q. by counsel for agent. Did Mr. Pinney say to you that he 
sent a man from Ohio to bid for the labor of prisoners ? Ans. He 
did not say any thing about it. I said to him, I understand you 
sent a man from Ohio to accept of the memorandum. He said he 
did. He stated that he had given a written acceptance of the 
memorandum. 
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Question. At that conversation did Piney say any thing about 
baying bidden for the men at the letting by the agent? . Ans. I said 
to him (as I think) that I understood that there were higher bidders 
than Pinney, Howard & Co. He said there were, but they did not 
comply with the termsi of their bids, and should have held the men 
on the memorandum if he had not got them at the bidding. The 
opinion that witness gave in regard to the effect of the memoran- 
dum, was given upon a hasty reading of the memorandum, without 
taking time to consider upon it, and with a knowledge of the facts 
in relation to the Lathrop contract. 

ASHER B. BATES. 

John D. Dair— sworn, says : Question. — What are the arrange- 
ments for water in the prison yard, at the present time % Objected 
to by the inspectors. Objection overruled, and the evidence ta- 
ken. 

There is five wells in the yard, that I know of, and a reservoir 
supplied by logs from the east of the prison. There is not suffi- 
cient water in the yard to carry on the works of the prison, under 
the present arrangement; — ^thinks there is a large deficiency. There 
is arrangements being made, to bring water to supply the engine 
from the river. When this is done, there will be sufficient water 
to carry on the business of the prison, under all existing contracts, 
if the logs answer the purpose as well as is now expected; the ar- 
rangement last spoken of, is nearly completed. The probable ex- 
pense to the state of bringing the water from the river, will be firom 
twenty-five to thirty dollars. There is different branches of busi- 
ness carried on in the several shops of the prison; there are, under 
the present arrangement, prisoneVs necessarily taken from one shop 
to another, for the purpose of conducting the business of Pinney, 
Howard & Co. This is occasioned by reason of the preparing of 
new shops for operation; this will continue to be the case until the 
machinery is prepared in the new shops, which will be in a short 
time. When the new shops and machinery is pnt in a situation for 
doing business, there will be no necessity for changing prisoners 
from one shop to another. — Has had conversation with Mr. Ferris, 
in regard to the effect and difficulties of changing the prisoners from 
one place to another. We spoke of the difficulty of keeping pri- 
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soners under the eye of the keepers: I told him I would endeavor 
to keep as many of them as I qould under the eye of the prison, 
and the balance I would try to keep within the rules of the prison 
as much as possible. Pinney, Howard &; Co., occupy the new 
shop; — ^the change of hands from one place to. another has been 
solely for the purpose of completing the new shops, and putting 
up machinery in them. During these changed the discipline of the 
prison has been observed as &r as possible, consistently with the la- 
bor performed by the prisoners. The hands are not permitted to 
leave any shop without permission of the keeper. The keepers 
are always informed where hands are going to. 

On being cross examined, the witness says: I am partner of the 
firm of Pinney, Howard & Co. ; is foreman of the company and 
takeft chai^ of the business of the company in the prison yard. 
I came here the fore part of September last. The arrangement 
for bringing water from the river was commenced immedi- 
ately after the first Monday of January last, on the Tuesday or 
Wednesday after; the water is to be brought from the river in 
wooden logs, by means of a pump worked by the engine of Pin> 
ney, Howard & Co. Witness never had any confidence in logs ; 
if they answer the same* purpose of lead or iron pipes there will be 
a sufficiency of water to make all the paper that is contemplated 
in the contract of Pinney, Howard &; Co. The bore of the logs ia 
two and one-half inches ; a good metal pump of the size of the 
pump now in use, with a good lead or iron pipe, would furnish 
water sufficient for carrying all the works contemplated by the con- 
tract of Pitmey, Hovrard & Co. 

Question, — ^Will the company of Pinney, Hovrord & Co. bring the 
water from the river by their own engine, and accept of it in. that 
manner in lieu of the same being furnished by the State, as stated 
in the contract % 

Amtver, — The present arrangement is not such an one as the 
firm of Pinney, Howard & Co. proposed to the agent, or as would 
be satisfactory to the said firm. We made a proposition that if the 
agent would put in a metal pump and lead pipe of 2^ inch bore, 
we would arrange it so that it could be used as a fire engine ; that 
we would raise all the water we wished for our own purposes, and 
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supply to the 3tate also any deficiency that may at any time occur 
in the other water works used for State purposes, free of expenae. 
The above proposition was made to the agent and also to the board 
of inspectors; the agent declined furnishing the lead pipe under 
the advice of the board of inspectors. 

Ques. — Will the firm of Finney, Howard & Co., if the state now 
put in a metallic tube, execute a bond guaranteeing the State 
against any breach of the contract for furnishing the wafer? 

Ans, — They will not. 

Ques, — ^Do you know that Mr. Howard, one of your firm brought 
a memorandum from Ohio showing what a metalic tube would 
cost for bringing water from the west side of the river % 

Ans. — ^I do not 

Quef.^-'Haa there been talking between the prisoneiB while they 
were at work building the engine ? 

^9w.— -There has necessarily been talking between them. 

Ques. — ^Have you worked your men at any time different from 
what your contract allowed you to 1 

Am, — I have had them putting down logs, and at mason work . 

one of them made a clothes horse for my wife, and have done some 

other triflng things of that sort, and have had them at work making 

machinery for our own purposes. They have built a steam engine 

for us. 

On being re-examined, the witness says that while prisoners 

were at work at the engine they necessarily talked about their 
work ; don't know to what extent they talked about other matters. 
The officers of the prison have refused to let them hold any con- 
versation at all, except in cases where it was necessary in carrying 
on tlieir work ; don't recollect of having any conversation with Mr. 
Ferris in relation to the talking of the prisoners ; has heard die 
prisoners to some extent talk about other matters than their 'work. 
Witness once told a prisoner that if it was not for his stripes, he 
would not answer so ; when the convicts have been taken firomi one 
shop to the other, they have frequently gone by themselves and not 
undtf r charge of a keeper or guard. 

Qafe»» — Have you taken hands from the foundry, working under 
the DeGraff contract, and put them at work In the other shops up- 
on work under the contract of Finney, Howard Sc Co. i 
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An9. — They have bfeen taken out of the foundry for the purpose 
oi making ditch, and for doing other work, which we claim tliat we 
bad a right to set them at, under the De' Graff contract. Pinney, 
Howard & Co., have been building a steam engine, and have taken 
hands at work under the De Graff contract, and put them at work 
upon the ettgine, with bands from other shops; Pinney, Howard dc 
Co; have not settled upon what branches of business they will car- 
ry on, at the prison, except the clothing and home business. 

JOHN D. DARE. 

Abram V. Berry being duly sworn, as a witness, says : I have || 
ooQtract with the agent of the prison, for hands to work at the coop- 
ering business. The prisoners in the coopers' shop have been al- 
lowed to hold conversation together frequently — ^have been allow- 
ed to go about the shop, and leave thdr work, and converse with 
the keeper in charge of the shop, sometimes for an hour at a time, 
— and with each other; — don't know that they have been allowed 
to go oat of the shop without permission ; when witness says prison - 
era have been allowed to hold conversation, he means that they 
have held such conversation in the presence of the keeper in charge 
of them. Witness never saw the present rules of the prison, until 
to-day*— has seen the rules adopted pnot to the present rules. 

Witness would have been willing to employ more persons, and 
would have done so, if he could have had them, and had more 
room. Witness pays thirty-eight cents per day for each prisoner. 
— Witness has employed about^ten or eleven ; would have iemploy- ' 
ed the whole number that the contract calls for, if he could have 
had them. I work all the men that we can, conveniently, with the 
room that is furnished to me. — Thinks that the meh would have 
done more work if the discipline had been more strict, and they had 
not been allowed to leave their places of work, and go about the' 
shop. Witness* contract commenced in April, A. D. 1845. The 
prisoners were not at first allowed to go about tlie shop and con- 
verse, as above stated ; the discipline, in this ri&spect, has been ra-* 
ther relaxed, for the last year or or year and a half It is a fre^ 
quent occurrence for prisoners to go about the shop, and converse, 
as above stated. Witness is at the inrison sometimes once a week, 
and sometimes twice, or oftener — ^stays from a few minutes to all 

6 
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day. Mr. Pease is the keeper of this shop, — has seen prisoners 
converse with Mr. Pease for an hour at a time, more than once-^ 
seen converse with Pease — dont know what it was 

about ; — ^has heard Pease tell the men noc to work so hard — ^thinks 
it has been an every day occurrence for prisoners to hold such con- 
versations with said keeper i has not said any thing to the agent or 
deputy keeper, or any of the officers of the prison, upon the sub- 
ject. Witness has talked to Mr. Fisher, and said to him, that he 
did not think it proper to pay for help, if they were allowed to 
upend their time in talking — did not inform the agent or deputy 
keeper, because he did not wish to make disturbance, and did not 
feel disposed to do it; it might bring censure upon the shop keeper, 
and make disturbance. Don't know as the agent or deputy keeper 
had any knowledge of such conversations. The prisoners have 
made from the rough, about four and a half barrels per day. Some 
of them have worked faithfully, and some not-^has no fault to find 
with the disposition of the prisoners to work.-^Witness had told the 
agent that he would like to employ more men, under the contract ; 
witness has had no particular difficuliy with the agent — did not 
pay the payment due November Ist^ 1846, until some time in the 
course of the month-«-had no particular difficulty vrith the agent at 
that time ; he came to witness' store, and abused witness because 
he had not paid ; — ^Witness said but little to him — had some words 
about the payment, but no particular difficulty. The prison had 
owed witness a larger amount at some times — ^thought the balance 

of interest was in witness' favor. 

A. V. BERRY. 

Nathaniel J. Pease sworn, says : He is one of the assistant 
keepers of the prison — ^knows the rules of the prison, has charge 
of the dye room, &c. The men at work in the cooper shop are at 
work for Berry & Fisher, under their contracts—witness took the 
oath as an assistant keeper. I have a man to take out the work of 
the shop and to bring in staves, heading, &c., whenever any priso- 
neu: wants staves pr heading he comes to me and tells me — I then 
send this man to the yard for them ; no other man is suffered to 
bring in stuff, when he is about the shop. It is not customary in 
the cooper's shop for prisoiiiers to go &om one part of the shop to 
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the other, and hold conversations with each other ; it is a general 

practice when the prisoners want any thing in carrying on their 

work, that they ask the keeper for it, and they are allowed to go 

from one part of the shop to the other, they immediately return- 
• > ■ • ■ 

log- 

The rules of the prison l^ave as a general thing been lived up to 

and observed in die cooper's shop by the prisoners at work at coop- 
ering. Witness has not permitted prisoners to talk with each other, 
except on some occasions, when one prisoner would ask liberty of 
witness to ask some question of another prisoner ; in cases of that 
kind they would ask permission, to ask another prisoner a question, 
and I would give them permission to do so. Witness has Elometimes 
talked with the prisoner Brennon, who carries out the stuff, for an 
hour alf a time, frequently talks with him ; talks with the prisoners 
almost every day ; talks a good deal with them about the rules and 
regulations of the prison, every day ; does not in talking to them 
hinder them from their daily labor ; they hare all of them perform^ 
ed on an average, their day's work. Witness has told prisoners 
that he did hot want th^m to go on and do more than their day's 
work, because it was an injury to them and a loss to the state, for 
them to do so. I told them that the contractor required them to do 
a certain amount of work per day, and that if they done any more 
than that the state got nothing for it, and it was injuring them, and I 
had rather they would spend their time upon the days' work allot- 
ted to them. 

There has been variations in the rules ofthe prison that has come 
to the knowledge of the agent. 

QiubeB, Has the agent of the prison required of you that thd rules 
of the prison should be lived up to ? 

Am. He has as ft general thing. 

i^ua. As a general rule, has the rujas and regulations of the pri- 
son been Hved up to and observed % 

Am, As a general thing they have until lately, since Plnney, 
Howard & Co., have purchased the De Graff contract ; since that 
time prisoners have gone from one shop to the other and have talk- 
ed with each other about their woric vrithout the presence^ of a 
keeper-— the prisoners who have done this wetie those at woric for 
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Pinney, Howard & Co. The work that they were engaged in re- 
quired that they should go to different shops to complete the work. 
Prisoners have talked together in a low tone of voice while at work, 
so that they could not be heard by witness ; when they have done 
this, they have wodced at that kind of business that required that 
they should converse together, and have been at a distance from 
witness; witness has seen their lips move as though they were talk- 
ing. Where convicts were at work upon one job, it sometimes be- 
came necessaiy for them, in carrying on their work to speak to each 
other about their work. The coopers are not allowed to leave their 

* work to speak to each other about their work without permission * 
witness has not allowed any improper conduct in the cooper shop ; 

. witness has never allowed the convicts to pull fingers with each 

other, and has not pulled fingers with them himself. 

When witness speaks of the violation of the rules of the prison, 
coming to the knowledge of the agent, he speakfr in. reference to 
the prisoners going from one shop to another/ about the work above 
spoken of, and of their conversing together. Witness dares say 
that other prisotiiers than Brennon have spent time in talking with 
witness ; witless talks with some of the prisoners every day, does 
not talk with them so as to interfere with their work. 

N, J. PEASE. 
Delos Fisher being duly swom say^ : Witness is foreman at 
the cooper shop at the prison ; has acted as such foremaki, it will 
be three years in May or June next ; is acquainted with the rules 
and regulations for the discipline of the prison. Thinks they ''are 
not fully observed in the cooper's shop, the^ prisoners talk together. 
The keeper, Mr. Pease, talks to the prisoners upon other subjects 
than their work or the discipline of the prison. Witness thinks 
the conversation carried on between prisoners and between the 
keeper, Mr. Pease, and the pri^onei^, interferes with the daily work 
of the prisoners. The prisoners in the cooper's shop leave their 
work at times without permission, and spend some time from their 
work ; can't say to what extent it interferes with their work ; it does 
in a measure ; witness would find no fault with their leaving their 
work, ipnly it is againstthe rules of the prison ; it is not uncommon 

_ for four, or five prisoners to get together and talk ; witness can hard- 
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ly tell what they talk about, but from what little he knows of it, it 
is upon matters and things in general, and not about the rules and 
reguladons of the prison. I have seen Mr. Pease pull fingers or 
hands with the prisoners ; witness has seen a good manjr things of 
this kind that was not proper, such as snapping prisoners' ears with 
pieces of hoops and things of that kind ; has known Mr. Pease to 
talk with one or more of the prisoners for an hour at a time, has 
known liim to talk with them frequently — don't know what he talk^ 
ed about. 

The conversation between the prisoners is of almost daily occur- 
rence — the men are not stinted, they do not perform bs a general 
thing more than an (»dinary day's work. Witness sold his interest 
in the cooper contract to A. V. Berry or Berry & Rice,' some two 
or three months ago-^has informed Mr. Dorill of some of the vi* 
olations of these rules, of Mr. Pease pulling fingers, but not of the 
conversations between prisoners, as he now recollects— did not in- 
form the agent or deputy of the conversations, because he sup- 
posed they knew of them, they were in the shop every day— can't 
say that he ever saw the prisoners talk in the presence of the depu- 
ty or agent — is not positive that he ever informed the agent or de- 
puty keeper of the conversations between prisoners — ^the prisoners 
were always pretty shy when the agent or deputy keeper was about. 
The convicts have averaged for the last few months about four bar- 
rels a day eabh, having the material brought into the shop for them. 

DELOS FISHER. 
Marvin DorDl being duly swoms, says : 

That he is deputy keeper at the state prison at Jackson, has been 
deputy keeper since Mr. Ferris* administration commenced. The 
deputy keeper has the general supervision of matters about the 
prison and prison yard. The duties of the deputy keeper aie de- 
fined in the second rule for the government and discipline of the 
prison. 

Q. Have the rules of the prison been generally enforced. 

Ans. They have not. 

Q. In what pasticular have they not been enforced ? 

Ans, Prisoners have not generally been punished when they 
have been talking with each other. Witnees has known instances 



JoiWT Doc] 46 . [No. 14. 

of conyiote talking together without being punished. Witness has 
not always noted these violations in his journal — has seldom dona 
so esccept when they have been punished, if at all. Witness has 
aided the agent in enforcing the discipline of the prison as &r as 
it has been enforced. 

About two months after the appointment of Mr. Ferris as agent 
be committed the discipline of the prison particularly to witness--^ 
^e said he wished I would take charge of that matter. I did not 
understand exactly what he meant. I stood a moment and then said 
if it was his wish, I would do so; but there would be cases when I 
should want his advice ; he told me he would give it to m^. 

Q,. Why have not the rules of discipline been enforced 1 

Aus« Notwithstanding the rules of discipline were given up to 
me» I have ever aimed to do business in a manner to please Mr* 
Ferris, knowing that he was responsible for the acts of the officers 
of the prison. 

Q,. Have you at any time violated your duty under the 2d rale 

of discipline ] 

Ans. I have. I have not noted in my journal in every instance, 

the violation of the rules. I have not punished prisonera for the 
violation of the rules in every instance. I have not always punish- 
ed them when I thought they ought to be punished for a violation 
of phe rules. The conversation between the prisoners alluded to 
above, was not all necessarily had in consequence of the arrange- 
ment about their work — nor a major part of it — ^some of it was, 
some of the conversation was carried on in consequence of the re- 
misaness of the assistant keeper.. 

Several prisoners have of late, since Pinney, Howard &; Co. en- 
tered intQ their contract, beep engaged at times upon the same 
pieces of work — ^in some cases it has been necessary diat 
some person should talk — but whether it was necessary for con- 
victs to talk is another thing. So far as my observation has extend- 
ed, the rules of discipline have been pretty well observe4 in some 
shops, in others they have not— all of the rules have not been en- 
forced in any of the shops. The prisoners talk to each other in all 

the shops. 

Q. Why have you not enforced the rules and regulations of the 

prison in this respects 
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Aim. Oni9 reason was that I felt that there was a duty on the part 
of tiie officers, the agent and deputy keeper to be performed first, 
before we could require the convicts to observe the rules. It was 
the duty of the agent and deputy keeper to first place the convicts 
in theiir proper places, and then say to the other officers to keep 
them' there. The convicts are in improper places when they are al- 
lowed to go out ofthe shops, from one to a dozen at a time without 
a keeper. They went out of the shops at times to work, and at 
times to get together and talk, I suppose. I do not know positive- 
ly that they have gone out of the shops for the purpose of talking, 
we sometimes judge lo firom their conduct, in and otit of the shops-* 
ibey sometmes went out for tools, lumber, iron, Sec, I suppose it 
was necessary in order to do the work in the shops, that some one 
should go out for these things. 

Q. What are the dutiee of the agent under the rules and disci- 
pline of the prison ] 

Ans. It 19 the duty of the agent by the first rule, to attend con- 
stantly at tne prison, except when his official duties require him to 
be absent, and he is to see that all rules, regulations and penalties 
, which may de adopted by the inspectors, are strictly observed and 
enforced. 

The rules presented to the witnes dated February, A. D. 1846, 
are the rules and regulations adopted by the inspectors for the gov- 
ernment and discipline of the prison. 

The agent has not observed the first rule in the rules and regu- 
lations. 

Why did the agent delegate his power to you for keeping disci- 
pline : 

Ans. I do not know. 

Q. Have you been allowed at all times to carry put the disci- 
pline of the prison 1 

Ans. I do not think of any particular time when the agent refused 
to allow me to carry out the discipline. There has been cases in 
which the agent countermanded the directions of vdtness in mat- 
ters of disoipline-^the agent let the prisoner know that he disa- 
greed with witness in opinion as to the discipline. It was in the 
case of Houghton, the same case testified to in my testimony before 
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the cominTUee-*there are other cases in which the agent has allow- 
ed convicts to have what I had previously refused to let them have. 
I discovered that some of the prisoners had on two shirts, and wore 
two pairs of pantaloons. I said to them at the dinner table, that 
those who bad two articles of clothing of the same kind, must leave 
one in their cells the next morning. I think they generally took off 
the extra clothing. I stated to Mr, Ferris, on that day or the next 
what I had said to the prisoners, thinking they migh^ go to hina on 
the subject — ^thinks this was four or five weeks ago. The next 
week after that as I was passing the wash house, I was called in. 
Bostock (a convict) showed me a shirt which be said had been giv- 
en to him by Simmons. The collar and wrisibands were cut off — 
thinks they were cut off so that the prisoner could wear it without its 
being known that they wore two shirts. I told Mr. Ferris about it, 
he said that Simmons asked him if he might wear it, and that he 
(Mr. Ferris) told him he might wear it. 

There is many of the prisoners now wearing two shirts and two 
pairs of pantsr—more with two. pairs of pants than with two shirts. 
Qoff. Ames, and Williams are other prisoners that are now wear- 
ing twp pairs of pants or two shirts, that have applied to witness 
for them and been refused. There are some prisoners that are 
wearing two pairs of pants and shirts, by the permission of witness 
and the agent — some that are sick and in poor health. 

Witness has informed agent of most cases of breach of discipline 
by prisoners that have come to his knowledge, except in the cases 
of talking between the prisoners, and has reported many of tboee 
cases. 

Q. — Have you reported infractions of the rules by prisoners to 
the. agent, when they have not been punished. 

Ans, — I have. It has been owing in a measure to the situation in 
which the prisoners have been placed. In the opinion of witness, 
it was hardly proper to punish prisoners lor holding cenversalion 
when they were allowed together without keepers, and had so 
many temptations and opportunities to violate the rules. 

Q. — Has the neglect to punish the prisoners for a breach of the 
rules, had a tendency to weaken the government and discipline of 
the prison t 
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Ans.-^l think it has in a measure* Had the men heen dealt with 
more promptly, there would not prohably have been more punish- 
ment, although there might have heen. 

Q. by the Inspectors, — Have the eontractors a right to work men 
under their control in such places and in such manner asi to inter- 
fere wi|h or subvert the discipline of the prisoni < 

Question objected to by the counsel of the agent, and the objec- 
tion sustained by the justice, for the reason that tlie answer would 
be a conclusion of law, and would call upon the witness to put a 
legal construction upon the terms of the contract. 

Q. — ^Have the convicts in the employ of Pinney, Howard & Co.^ 
been worked more with a view to the convenience of the contrac- 
tors, than to the maintenance of the discipline of the prison ? 

Am, — In the opinion of witness they have. 

Q.*— Have you been requested by the board of inspectors to note 

in your journal more particularly, the infractions of the rules of the 

Prison 1 - ' 

Ans, I have. I have been so requested, at different times ; the 

first time^ was a year ago last summer. I have under my authori- 
ty, as deputy keeper, inflicted punishment for an infraction of the 
rules, without the knowledge at the time, of the agent. I have 
told him afterwards — ^have done so in several instances — ^have done 
so to-day. 

Ques, Has the agent permitted the convicts to have articles that 
you have refused them, except in the case of Hough ton, and of the 
clothing noientioned ] 

Ans, He has. I think there has been articles manufactured in 
the furnace — warfle irons, crickets &c., which have been kept by 
the convicts, some of them have been kept in the prison ofHce ; they 
frequently, give them away to citizens, and to their friends. They 
get up a kind of traffic in these articles, with citizens, and between 
themselves. Mr. Ackley, an assistant keeper, said to witness, that 
Eaton, a convict, had a stove, that he offered to sell to Ackley, and 
asked witness if he had any objection to his buying it. I said that ^ 
^ I had objections. I prevented the trade, as I supposed. I have 
informed the agent of violations of the rules of the prison — ^have 
informed him of the prisoners talking together frequently; six 
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months ago, and before, and since, and have said to him that I did 
not know how we coold get along, when the men at work for Pin- 
ney, Howard & Co., were allowed to go aboat in squads, without 
a keeper. They have been left out of the shops without keep- 
ers, to vfdrk on threshing machines, and other things. This has 
been the case more or less, ever since witness has been here. 

They have been allowed to be out of the shops without the at- 
tendance of a keeper, more since Pinney, Howard & Co. have 
been at the prison, than before that time; they have been sent out 
of the shops to make and put up machinery for Finfiey, Howard & 
Co. I have whipped convicts and punished them, by putting them 
in their cells, without the knowledge, at the time, of the agent. I 
don't know of any instance in which the agent has not afterwards 
been informed of it. 

Benjamin H. Curtis, being duly sworn, says : Witness is an as- 
sistant keeper at the state prison, and has the direct charge of the 
hands under the Bebee contract ; and what time I have to spare, 
and not neglect the charge of the Bebee hands, Hook to the hands 
under the Pinney & Howard contract, in the lower part of the new 
shop. 

Witness knows the rules of the prison, and is acquainted with 
the discipline, to a certain extent. The rules have been enforced 
as far as practicable, with the hands at work in the wagon shop. 
There has been a want of order among the hands at work under the 
Pinney Sc Howard contract, to some extent ; there has been talk- 
ing among the convicts, and laughing. Can't tell the reason why 
they have not been required to observe the rules ; there has at all 
timeti been several convicts at work upon one piece of work ; — ^in 
»uch cases, there has been a necessity that some one should talk, in 
giving directions. The men in employ of Pinney, Howard & Co., 
liave been principally engaged in building an engine — ^they have 
worked some at other things. Witness alluded to the men at 
work for Pinney, Howard >& Co., under his charge as assistant 
keeper. In building the engine, the hands went from one shop to 
the other, to do their work. I suppose It was necessary they should 
do so under the existing arrangements of the prison. The build- 
ing of the engine, is work preparatory to the rigging and fitting up 
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of the .shopfl. The engine was built by Pinney, Howard & Co., 
for their own use, and not for the use of the state. Wilh the pre^ 
sent number of keepers, the hands going from one shop to another^ 
could not always be accompanied by a keeper, without Deglecting* 
other duties. Witness came to the prison in April, 1849, and haa 
been engaged here from that time to the present. There has bef» 
more or less cases every year, of prisoners working together with- 
out keepers in constant attendance. 

Witness has understood from otlier officers of the prison, that ,it 
was the design when the engine should be completed, to put the 
convicts at work upon it, in the shops to work. In some places 
there has been better order kept for the last year than in the same 
length of time at any time before, and in some places, not so good^ 
Where it has been better, was in the shops where keepeiis were 
stationed. Since the new rules, there has been better order observ- 
ed in some shops than there was before, as far as the witness' obser- 
vation has extended. As far as I have had charge of hands, under 
the Pinney & Howard contract, I have enforced the rules as far 
as practicable and not neglect the hands under the Bebee contract. 

Pinney, Howard & Co. commenced building the engine in Au- 
gust or September last, as witness thinks. The inspectors produ- 
ced the original contract with Pinney, Howard & Co., and asked 
the witness if by that contract the building of steam engines or 
machinery were enumerated among ^he articles at which they were 
authoiized to employ the convicts of the prison. 

Objected to by the counsel for the agent, for the reasons : 

1st. The committee have a copy of the contract, and can deter- 
mine what branches are allowed to be earned on under the contract. 

2d. The witness is asked to swear to conclusions of law. 

The court overuled the objection and admitted the evidence. 

Witness says he has heard the contraclf read, and that building of 
steam engines and machinery was not enumerated in the contract 
among the articles at which Pinney, Howard & Co. are authorized 
by the contract to employ the convicts. 

There has been three persons other than convicts at work in the 
prison, in the employ of Pinney, Howard & Co. * ^ 

There has not been as good order kept among the hands of Pin- 



JeiNT Doc] • 52 No. 14, 

Doy, Howard 6c Co., in ckarge of witness, as in other shops previ- 
ous to this year, where there has been a keeper. There has been 
shops previous to this year, left without a keeper. In the winter 
of 1842 and 1843, as witness thinks, there was no keeper in the 
shop of Mr. Bebee. Has seen prisoners in that shop, at that time, 
standing around the stove, talking together. Thinks the order was 
not as good in that shop, at that time, as it has been among the 
hands of Pinney, Howard & Co., in charge of witness. The pris- 
oners in witness' charge, at work for Pinney, Howard & Co., do 
leave the shop to go to the engine room without asking permission 
of witness. When they go to other shops, they ask permission. — 
They have to go to the engine house so often that I cannot attend 
/to them, without neglecting my other duties. Think that the ap- 
pointment of another keeper is required to take charge of them. 

I do not wish to be understood by my testimony, that Pinney, 
Howard & Co. have, or have not the power, by the contract, to em- 
ploy convicts in the building of steam engines and machinery, but 
mean to be understood that steam engines and machinery are not 
expressly enumerated in the contract as articles, the making of 
which they may employ the convicts. 

B. H. CURTIS. 
Lanson Wilcox being duly sworn says : — 

Witness is an agent for G. H. Wilcox, in the shoe shop, and is a 
part owner of the contract. Knows the rules of the prison — thinks 
that the rul^s laid down for his shop have not been strictly observ- 
ed in the other shops — ^knows but little about the business of other 
departments — ^visits the prison almost daily — can't say ihat he ha* 
wanted more men than he has had. There has been men assigned 
to other branches of busines8,that witness would rather have had than 
some that were assigned to him. Don't know that I can complain 
that the business under my charge has suffered by the want of 
discipline. All that I have had reason to complain of is', that the 
hands at work under my charge have been restricted in their inter- 
course with each other, more than brands in the other shops, and 
that I was denied one of the convicts as foreman ; because, as it was 
alleged, ft would afford him facilities to talk with the prisoners, 
when at the same time, greater facilities were afforded to conyicts 



Joint Doc. * 53 ' ' [No. 14. 

in otber departments to hold such intercourse. The average of 
hands^in my department ha^ been about fifteen. Carries on the 
boot and shoe business. 

Think that the rules for the discipline of the prison have been 
generally observed in my shop. I have talked some with the pris- 
oners ; they have asked me to help them get pardons, &:c.; and the 
prisoners have talked some with each other, but, as far as I ktiow, 
only about their business. I do not intend to be understood that 
there is a want of discipline in the shop under my charge. . Wit- 
ness does not know of the violation of the rules in the other shops,, 
except that the men are under the necessity of being and working 
together. Is more acquainted with the management of business in 
the shdp of Mr. Bebee than any other, except the shoe shop. Mr. 
Bebee's hands are allowed to go out in putting on wagon tire and 
other work, five at a time, without a keeper. This affords facilities 
for them to talk together, and is of almost daily occurrence. It was 
liecessaryfbr the prisoners or some one to leave the shop to put on 
wagon tire. Don't know whether the keeper has-been in sight of 
the men when they have been out of the shop or not, but should 
think he could hardly have been in sight of them, and at the same 
time attend to his duties in the shop. Mr. Bebee was carrying on 
the wagon making business at the prison. Witness cannot state 
precisely the time when he was refused a convict as a foreman Is 
of the impression that it was about the middle of April. Witness 
was notified tliat he could not have a convict for a foreman, by Mr. 
Curtiss, the assistant keeper. Thinks that Mr. Dorrill also told hint 
so. Can't say whether he got a letter from the clerk of the prison 
to that effect, or not. Don't recollect that he had any conversation 
with the agent upon the subject Is under the impression that the 
refusal to let him have a convict for a foreman was before Mr. Fer- 
ris took the charge of the prison. 

LANSON WILCOX. 
Abner H. Pinney being duly sworn, says : Witness has seen the 
memorandum shown him, before, being the same memorandum 
that was exhibited to Mr. Bates, and -a copy of which is annexed 
to these depositions, as — *' exhibit." I came out here under a pro- 
mise to see if* I could buy out Mr. Lathrop—- was at the prison oa 
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the 17tfa day of April last The statemeDto in the records of the 
prisoo, of that day» in relation to the lettting of convicts to witness^ 
(a copy of which is in the possession of the committee.) is su^etan- 
tially correct. Oi»the morning of the 18th of April, there were 
further negotiations between witness and Lathrop, in relation to the 
purchase of Mr. Lathrop's contract Mr. Lathrop made a written 
proposition to witness, which was to amount to a contract, if wit- 
ness acceded to it within thirty days. Afcer this proposition from 
Mr. Lathrop, witness had a conversation with the agent, and two of 
the board of inspectors. The memorandum produced was then 
made out, in pursuance of an arrangement made between w^itness, 
the agent and two of the board of inspectors;— ^lon't know as the in- 
spectors or either of them, saw the memorandum, at that time. 
The memorandum was based upon the proposition from Mr. La- 
throp to witness, for the purchase of the Lathrop contract; it was 
not to be of any force or effect, unless witness purchased Mr. La- 
throp's contract. I did not consider it so. I mentioned to Mr. 
Backus and Mr. Bascom, two of the inspectors, at the Eagle 
Tavern, in Jackson, the fact that Mr., Lathrop had made a pro- 
position, and talked with them some upon the subject ; most of the 
conversation in regard 'to changing the contract from Lathrop to 
witness and others, was on the 17th, at the meeting of the board. 
Whi]e we were at the Eagle Tavern, I suggested to the agent, or 
one of the inspector, the propriety of their making to witness a pro- 
position, upon the condition that witness accepted the proposition 
from Mr. Lathrop. Mr. Ferris penned the membitindum ; befi^re 
it was written, the subject had been talked over, and was under- 
stood by the two inspectors who were present, and the agent, and 
it was written by Mr. Ferris, in pursuance of such understanding — 
thinks that Doctor Backus had left, and was not present when it 
was drawn and signed by Mr. Ferris. Witness was going off upon 
the cars, on that day, and was in a hurry to get away — don't know 
that Mr. Bascom saw the memorandum — thinks he has had a con- 
versation with Mr. Bates, in relation to the memorandum. It was 
in the store of Pinney, Howard &; O9. ; it grew out of Mr. La- 
throp's difficulties. Witness stated to Mr. Bates that he thought 
he could have held the convicts under the memorandum, if he had 
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bought out Mr, Lathrop. Does not recollect of stating^ to Mr. Bates 
^hat if he had not got the men upon his bid, that he could have had 
them uDder the memorandum. Thinks that Mr. Bates expressed 
an opinion, that witness could have held them under the memoran- 
dum. Witness did not think so, — ^but might have said so ; — don't 
recollect of saying so. I did not think it was a contract on the 
part of the state, whatever I might have said. 

Qnes, Did Mr. Backus or Mr. Bascom consent to the making 
out of the memorandum produced ? 

Ans, I suppose they did. They consented to the substance of 
it ; can't say positively that either of them saw the memorandum — 
thiifks that Mr. Bascom was present when it was written, but can't 
say as he read it or heard it read. 

The consent given by Mr. Bascom and Backus, that witness 
ehould have a memorandum, was based upon the condition that he 
bought out Lathrop. 

Witness gave up the idea of purchasing Mr. Lathrop's contract, 
upon the terms of a written proposition made to him by Lathrop, a 
short time after witness returned home to Ohio, about two or three 
weeks after I left Jackson. 

Ques, Had you accepted of Mr. Lathrop's proposition before you 
wrote the letter to Mr. Fenis, of the date of the 5th of May, 1846, 
(a copy of which letter is in the hands of the committee,) accepting 
of his proposition of the 18th of April, contained in the memoran- 
dum of that date ? 

Ans. 1 had not. I did not at any time accept of Mr. Lathrop's 
proposition. 

Ques. At the time you wrote the letter of the 5th of May, had you 
given up the idea of buying out Mr. Lathrop 1 

Anf. I had not, fully. I thought that under the circumstances, I 
might make an arrangement with Lathrop, that would be satisfac- 
tory, and that I might still buy out Mr. Lathrop, and take the con- 
victs, according to the terms of the memorandum, with the consent 
and approbation of the inspectors. 

While I was writing the letter, I thought, the agreement 
might be consummated on the terms proposed without inter- 
fering with the letting of the convicts, under the notice that had 
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been given, and that if the inspectors thought that they -were boimd 
to go on with the letting, they had the staff in their own hands, and 
could do as they thought proper. 

Ques. Will you explain how you could accept of Mr. Ferris' ]nx»- 
position of the 18th of April, as contained in the memorandum, 
without first accepting of Mr. Lathrop's proposition of the same 

date? 

C^uestion objected to by the counsel of the agent, and the objec- 
tion overruled and the testimony admitted. 

Ans, I did not consider that the memorandum amounted to any 
thing at all, unless I bought out Lathrop, with the consent of the 
agent and inspectors. • « 

I have not expressed an opinion intentionally, that the memoran- 
dum of the 18th of April was a binding contract, unless 1 bought 
out Mr. Lathrbp. 

I did not express that opinion to Mr. Bates, except I bought out 
Lathrop. 

1 did not, intending to convey that idea, say to Mr. Shoemaker, 
unless I bought out the Lathrop contract. 

Ques* When you wrote to Mr. Ferris, on the 5th of May, stating 
that you had concluded to take the hands as agreed, did you then, 
or had you at any time previously, accepted of Mr. Lathrop's pro- 
position ] 

Ans, I had not. 

Qucs, When you said that you had concluded to take the hands 
as agreed, to what agreement did you refer ? 

Ans, I referred to the memorandum of the 18th of April, and to 
what talk I had with the inspectors and the agent. In speaking of 
tne talk with the inspectors, I refer to what was said on both the 
17th and 18th of April. I judged that the inspectors and agent 
would be willing to give me a contract, from the anxiety which 
they had expressed for a settlement with Lathrop. The anxiety 
of the inspectors as expressed, was for an amicable settlement with 
Lathrop, and not for the letting of the convicts to witness. It was 
the opinion of the Attorney General, as expressed in the letter of 
Mr, Ferris to me, that Mr. Lathrop's contract was void. I suppo- 
sed from the notice in the paper, that the convicts to be let were 
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the same as had been employed by Mr. Lathrop, together -with 
others. 

Q. Having information that the eon tract with Mr. Lathrop wwas 
considered void, and the men that had been in his employ adverti- 
sed to be re-let, was it not your intention, by your letter of the 5th 
of May, to accept of the terms of the memorandum, oF the 18th of 
April, without i-eference to the acceptance of the proposition made 

to you by Mr. Lathrop ] 
Ans. It was not. 

Q. As Mr. Lathrop's contract was declared void, and the men 
advertised to be re-let, what connection can your acceptance of the 
memorandum, as in your letter of May the 5th, have with the pro- 
position made by Mr. Lathrop to you ? 

Ans. I did not consider the acceptance by my letter of May 5th 
as binding upon the state, unless there was an amicable aiTange- 
ment made between the state, Mr. Lathrop and myself. The let- 
ter of the 5th of May amounted to nothing at all, unless there was 
a subsequent arrangement between myself and the agent of the 
prison and Mr. Lathrop. I did not consider it binding upon either 

party. 

After I took the contract of the state under the letting, Messrs. 

Pinney, Howard & Co. purchased of Mr. Lathrop his m^ichinery, 
and fixtures used by him, upon his contract at the prison, and paid 
him all they considered them worth. What we purchased of Mr. 
Lathrop was the same that Mr. Lathrop claimed to own, and offer- 
ed to sell to witness by his proposition of the 18th of April. 

I do not know that I did, after having decided, as stated^n my 
testimony, not to accept of Mr. Lathrop's propositio;ii of the 18th of 
April, and previous to the letting of the convicts, on the 18th of 
May, make any further propositions to Mr. Lathrop for the purchase 
of his interest under his contract at the prison — I did not ^ make a 
direct proposition to him for that purpose, 

I do not recollect, in talking with Mr. Shoemaker about the mem- 
orandum, Jtating it had connection with the Lathrop contract. 

Qurs, hij Mr. Ilawley. — ^Was your letter of the 5th of May, in 
which you alluded to the opinion of the Attorney General, arid to 
the notice to let the convicts, and in which you mentioned the ne- 
cessity of knowing at once what would be the probable cour&e that 
8 < 
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would be taken in reference to -the contract, considered by you to 

be^m acceptance of the memorandum that would be binding upon 

the Btate ? 

Ams, — It was not, unless by an amicable arrangement subsequent- 

]y made between witness, Lathrop and the agent of the prison. 

A. H. PINNEY. 
St€Ue of Michigan^ Covnty of Jackson^ ss, 

I, William J. Moody, a justice of the peace for said county, do 
hereby certify, that at the request of the committee, appointed by 
the legislature, and of the inspectors and agent of the state prison, 
I did, on the 12th and 13th days of February instant, at the office 
of the prison, proceed to take the depositions of witnesses produ- 
ced before me by the agent and inspector of the prison ; that the 
depositions so taken are hereunto annexed ; that each witness pro- 
duced was by me duly sworn ; that the evidence he should give up- 
on the examination pending, should be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth ; that the testimony of each witness was 
there taken down in writing by Edward Higby, the clerk appoint* 
ed for that purpose, and carefully read over to the witness, and then 
signed by him ; that the agent and the inspectors of the prison ap- 
peared before me at the taking of the depositions and each put 
such questions to the witnesses as they saw fit. 

Given under my hand at Jackson, on this loth day of February, 
A. D. 1847. 

WILLIAM' J. MOODY, 

Justice of the Peace. 

Exhibit A^ referred to in the annexed Deposition, 
The understanding of the board and agent is, that for the men, 
(convicts) changed from the manufacture of woolen and and cotton 
goods, and engaged in the branches enumerated within, either part- 
ly or entirely, twenty-eight cents per day shall be paid, the matter to 

be decided within thicty days. 

ALONZO FERRIS, Agent. 
Dated Jackson y AprillSf 1846. 

Your committee were also instructed to inquire "whether there 
is suilicient cause for the statement contained in the annual report 
of I he inspectors of the state prison, that the present laws, and thoee 
contained iii the new revised statutes, are insufficient for the gov- 
ernment of the prison, and require a change." 
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Your committee deem it of little impoitance to examine the law 
question presented for |;heir consideration, in connection with what 
might have«been said by the inspectors who had not seen the new 
revision [as your committee believe J when the report was drawn. 

Your committee recommend the repeal of the 16th section of 
chapter 172, page 717 of the revised statutes, which provides "that 
no mechanical trade shall be teiught to convicts in the state prison 
of this state, except the making of those articles of which thechie^ 
supply for the consumption of the country, is imported from* other . 
states or countries.'^ 

The committee suppose the object of the legislature in passing 
this law was to prevent the convict labor coming in competuion with 
the labor of the citizen. Your committee believe that there will 
not arise evils as serious as have been anticipated by some, in case 
this law is repealed — under the present system of prison afTaira, the 
labor of convicts is let by contract to the highest bidder, and nof* 
withstanding the labor of convicts is obtained for less than the usu- 
al per diem wages out of prison, still it being a fact that many of 
them being entirely unacquainted, with the tra'des carriei^ on in the^ 
prison when they commence their service at hard labor there, that 
the work of convict labor is much reduced on that account ; it is 
fair to suppose that contractors will bid for their services, what they 
are worth ; but in case a contractor obtained his hands so as to en- 
able him to undersell the citizens, it is safe to conclude that his pe- 
cuniai*y interest will induce him to sell at the market price, rather 
than below it, and that he will only fall enough below the market 
price to enable him to make a ready sale, and your committee 
believe that without any provision of this kind a state prison is a 
benefit to a place in b^ business point of view, that it furnishes a 
market for materials manufactured there, enhances the value of the 
country adjacent to it, and in point .of advantages, nM)re than over* 
balances the evils referred to, and that the immediate vicinity of the 
prison should not, on that account, complain, and that -the people 
of the state at large, have but little to fear in consequence of the 
competition. Judging from the past, it is fair to suppose that about 
40 convicts will be received in the prison during the year, and if 
the law referred is to take eifect upon them, it will seriously change 



f 
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the face of things in the prison, and in the course of a few years, 
prevent all the kinds of business now carried on at the prison, in the 
shops built for that purpose from being prosecuted. Your com- 
mittee are sensible of the fact, that all the kinds of business now 
carried on in the prison, will, under the operation of the law refer- 
red to, be entirely suspended ; hence it becomes important to in- 
quire what labor shall be performed by convicts hereafter, in case 
this law is to go into operation ] 

It appears by the testimony of the agent, that he endeavored some 
time since to have a man appointed deputy keeper, that he consid- 
ered a coftipetent man ; but the inspectors would not approve his 
recompendation. The 13th section of the act of 1840, herein be- 
fore refetred to, on page 113, provides " that the agent of the pris- 
on shall appoint, with the assent of the inspectors, a deputy keeper 
and such assistant keepers as the board of inspectors may approve, 
who shall hold their offices during the pleasure of the agent.*' A 
provision, the same in substance, is incorporated in the new revi- 
sion, sec. O^page 716 ; notwithstanding the agent can remove the 
deputy keeper at his pleasure, he can not fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by th^ removal, only by the approval of the board of inspec- 
tors, so that in effect, he is under the control of the inspectors in 
making the appointmeht. By the rules of the prison, it is made the 
especial duty of the deputy agent of the prison, to see that the dis- 
cipline of the prison is obeyed. 

Your committee believe there is a manifest impropriety in mak- 
ing the agent responsible for the conduct of a man that might be 
forced-upon him, and incompetent to discharge his duty ; that if 
the agent is to be responsible for the conduct of the deputy, he 
should have power to deputize the man of his own choice, inde- 
pendent of any control by the board of inspectors. 

Your committee believe that the law is not, in several particu- 
lars sufficiently explicit in defining the powers of the inspectors. 
Your committee think, that if the office is to be continued, several 
provisions are necessary to be added to the new revision, in order 
jO prevent a difficulty that from the nature of the position between 
the board and agent will naturally arise, holding as they do, two 
offices for one purpose, to wit: the government of the prison. The 
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inspectors have a right to inquire into all the conduct of the agent, 
but have no direct control over his action, after the inquiry has been 
made. The board should have control of all tlie affairs of the pris- 
on, and be responsible for all the consequences, if they are contin- 
ued in office ; they are now a kind of guard upon the agent without 
his arms. 

Your committee can not, however, bejKeve that it is necessary to 
have a board of inspectors at the prison, and recommend that the 
office be abolished. Your committee believe that the agent might 
b6 required to make his monthly returns to tlie Attoniey General 
of the State, as well as to the inspectors, and that the object of the 
law would be as fully secured ; and that the agent should be gov- 
erned by the established rules of discipline now on record in the 
olEce, unless by the written consent of the attorney general they 

were amended or repealed. That in the opinion of the comniittee, 

» 

it would be advisable to make it the duty of the prosecuting attor- 
ney of the county of Jackson to make out all the contracts entered 
into by the agent on the part of the State. 

Your committee believe that the agent should have power to ap- 
point his deputy keeper, assistant keepers and guards. Your com- 
mittee also recommend that the clerk, physician and chaplain be 
appointed by the governor, or some other man or set of men, so 
that all the officers of the prison need not be dependent upon t^e 
agent for their station, and by that means induced to ke^ p secret 
that which might need to be made public. If the agent should have 
control of the affiiirs of the prison, and the privilege of appointing 
his own keepers, it would then become a matter of justice that he 
should be held responsible in law for all their official conduct. 

Your committee take occasion to aay that the medical depart- 
ment of the prison, in the opinion of your committee, is well con- 
ducted by the physician. 

Your committee are very credibly informed and believe^ that 

men who are competent can easily be employed as guards for the 

sum of $300 per year; in case this were done,, the expense would 

be les^ned $800 per annum. 

RUFUS KIBBEE, 
J. W, TURNER, 

CA. Joint Com. on State Prison, 
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Your committee submit the following communication from the 
Rev. Elijah H. Pilcher, relative to the moral improvement and in- 
atruction of the prisoners : 

Tp the^ Hon, the Joint Committee of the Legistature 

of Midiigan, on the State Prison at Jackson : 

Gentlemen : — The moral improvement and instruction of the 
convicts in the state prison, has been strongly urged by the inspec- 
tors, in their last annual report, but I will trouble you with a few 
thoughts in addition. 

The true object of law is to promote the best interests of the bo- 
dy politic, whatever will best secure this result, is proper to be ta- 
ken into consideration. The good and safety of society demands 
that some men should be deprived of their liberty, for a time at 
least, and the same principle of preservations demands that, that 
confinement should be attended with such circumstances as shall at 
least prevent them from coming out worse than when they went in- 
to prison. It is unfortunately true that a majority of convicts leave 
the walls of the prison with their feelings soured and embittered 
towards society, more than when they went there. With this state 
of feeling, they are prepared for almost any crime. 

How society can be protected, and at the same time the offender 
be reformed, is It question of vast moment. As a general principle, 
convicts have lost all sympathy with the rest of society, and at the 
same time feel that others have lost all sympathy for them ; let 
things be changed ; let them feel that while society is protected, the 
law also provides for their instruction and comfort ; let the minister 
of mercy toxae and sympathise with them, and point their minds to 
the benefits of a reformed life, and to the better land beyond the 
grave ; and many of them will be reformed. 

To effect this reformation however, the minister of the cross 
must not ^ly secure their confidence, but must arouse and bring in- 
to exercise the slumbering sympathies of their nature. This can be 
done only hy frequent, free, and sociable conversations with them. 
They have out little interest in the services of the desk, until this in- 
timacy has taken place. In this way they wiU become assured that 
a feeling of kindness for them still exists ; some confidcmce in man- 
kind will be restored ; with this restoration will come also a desire 
and a resolution for amendment. Much more can be done by the 
Chaplain or hioral instructor, by personal intercourse with them 
than by public preaching, consequently he should spend much time 
with them in such a manner as will be most likely to soften their 
hardened moral feelings. I would therefore recommend to you the 
passage of a law providing for the appointment of a mcA'al instruc- 
tor or chaplain, with such a salary as would warrant the applica- 
tion of his whole time for their benefit. I think this would be a 
matter of pecuniary economy to the state, for by their reformation 
much expense in future trials and convictions would be saved. 
Again, by the offices of the minister (who would be regarded al- 
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ways as the friend of the convicts,) flogings and confinements would 
seldom, if ever occur, in this^way a good deal would be saved. 
JBut what if no pecuniary benefit should arise to the state, yet it 
certainly is the duty of the state to make a provision for their moral 
reformation. 

If, however, you think this would be doing too much, then I 
would recommend such an increase of salary as would warrant the 
devotion of more time than can now be affbided. With the present 
salary of $100, the chaplain can be expected to do little else than 
to preach once on the Sabbath ; let the sum be at least doubled, and 
then a good deal of week day labor may be bestowed upon them. 

1 have mingled with them enough to know that they appreciAe 
very highly this friendly intercourse. I am not the chaplain, though 
my sympathies have drawp me to preach to them and to visit them 
often. 

You, gentlemen, know enough of human nature to know that 
men can never be reformed by mere physical suffering. Indeed, I 
suppose our laws have never really contemplated the refornation 
of the convict, in his confinement. The Ohio penitentiary has re- 
ceived great benefit from the employment of a moral instructer, and 
some men who had secreted property, (stolen,) as a capitol to begin 
with when they should have served out the appointed timel, have 
made confession, and the goods have been restored to the proper 
owner. This change can be effected only by ^faithful, sympathz- 
ing chaplain, and by him only by repeated efforts in securing theit 
love and thereby winning their hearts. I am aware that some think 
they are generally such a set of desperadoes, that there is no possi- 
ble hope of their reformation ; this has long been the error of soci- 
ety, and this very error has tended much to prevent a reformation 
in two ways : first, by prevei ting any important effort being put 
forth to effect it, and secondly, by closing the heart of the copvict 
to any efforts which might be made in his behalf. 

Only let a man feeF that no one will have any confidence in 
any pretensions he may make to a reformation of life, and will 
he make any ? No. Let him feel that many hearts bleed • at 
his woes, — that many tears are shed for his sorrows, — that 
many arms are open to receive him, — that many tongues are 
ready to cheer him in his efforts^ and though he fall agaii», 
many hands are ready to raise him up ; in short, that he has the 
gtcshing sympthies of the good and worthy — then will he be per- 
suaded to make an effort to amend. But let the reverse of this be 
felt, and a feeling of desperation will come over him, which 
will fit him for the blackest deeds. It is probably true, that, most* 
of these men having given loose reins to their passions and appe- 
tites, will find it much harder to restrain them, than others ; hut 
shall they be given up on this account] No I but a stronger eff*ort 
sh'juld be made to save them. Many of them are men of strong 
minds and would do honor to any department <*f society, if their 
moral characters were formed right. Many of them nre vn/brtunaUily 
guilty — thrown as they have been, from their early youth, upoa 
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their own resources, and into the midst of the worst society — ^having 
had no good parental instruction — they have been carried downward 
by the current of vice. Now they are shut in from these scenes, 
and a iit opportunity offered to instill into their minds better princi- 
ples, and into their hearts better feelings. Some of them, perhaps, 
would never be reformed under any system of instruction ; but 
iminy others would be, and go forth from these walls to bless socie- 
ty. The most of these men are confined for a specific time, and 
must go out by expiration of their sentence, without reference to 
reformation of life ; and unless the pure principles of the Bible 
have been faithfully instilled into their hearts, they will go out with 
increased wrath against society. What the result has been and 
must be, all can readily see. 

These are only a few of the arguments which might be offered 
for a better provision on this subject. With 130 prisoners, a chap- 
lain could find enough to occupy his whole time. You will un- 
doubtedly agree with me, that more ought to be done than can be, 
for what is now allowed. — But I will not trouble you with more at 
this time. 

Yours, respectfully, 

ELIJAH H. PILCHER. 

JoQksan^ Mich.^ Feb. 12, 1847. 

I fully concur in the views set forth by the Rev. Mr; Pilch er, and 
would respectfully recommend that the hon., the comniittee, should 
propose that the law be amended so as to allow a moral instructor 
to be appointed to devote his whole time to the improvement of the 
convicts. 

M. SHOEMAKER. 
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Joint Report of the Committee on State Affairs, 

The Committee on State Affairs, to whom waus referred the re- 
port of the Joint Committee of Inapection of the State Prison, 
and also affidavits and a report of the Inspectors of said Pnson, 
finding a similar reference had been made to the Committee on 
State A€airs of the Senate, made an arrangement by which the 
two committees have met together and acted as a joint committee 
upon such common reference, and submit the following as the re- 
sult of their examinations and deliberations, each committee making 
the same as a mutual report to the respective Houses : 

The committees met on Wednesday evening, of which meeting 
the members of the committee of examination of the prison, the 
Agent of State Prison, and the Inspectors had information and 
permission to attend. 

The following communication was received from J. W. Turner, 
an acting member of the joint committee of examination, which is 
expressive of his views in relation to the matters of reference : 

DETRoit, March 6th, 1847. 

Sir :-— I must leave in the morning, and having examined a pro-% 
duction of the inspectors. I say, first, as to the testimony taken at 
Detroit, — I took the testimony of Bee bee at Detroit ; Shoemaker 
requested me to do it. I called on him and took his testimony ; I 
also took Ferris' testimony; neither of the parties interested were 
present at the time their testimony was taken; I don't know wheth- 
er Backus was here or not when it was taken ; Lathrop's testimo- 
ny wastakenat this place, but I was absent. I 

In reference to what evidence the inspectors had before them 
when they adopted their report relating to their charge againt Fer- 
ris, I say, that they did not pret.end, on the examination, that they 
had any other, neither was any evidence introduced by them show- 
ing that they had, when called upon by the committee to sustain the 
charge. 

In reference to the supplement to the argument, the inspectors 
could see, and so could any body else, by the date, that it was exe- 
cuted after we were at Jackson. 

In reference to Bascom's testimony, I took it as I understood it ; 
and I read his testimony over after it was taken; whether he paid 
any attention, I can't say. The committee took the testimony of 
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Beveral witnesses (to guess at it, six or eight,) without the presence 
of the inspectoiB or agent, when at Jackson ; their testimony was 
not seen only by the report. 

The facts are these in regard to all the testimony which bad a 
bearing on the charges against the agent; the 9 gent and inspect- 
ors were of course present, and have had an opportunity to pro^e 
all they wish, and it is published. 

In reference to the discipline of the prison and government, the 
committee did not care whether they were present or not, provided, 
they would be still, and felt under no obligation to hunt them np, 
neither was it any of their business to be present without an invita- 
tion. I don't think that it necessarily follows, that the committee 
subpoened witnesses because testimony was taken in absence of the 
inspectors. But to be serious. If the inspectors would make their 
separate affidavits in proper form, they should be published, in an- 
swer to Ferris ; not by any means that I wish to be understood as 
giving an opinion upon the truth of the matter. I am satisfied 
with the matter, if explained in regard ^o taking testimony, and 
other things herein mentioned, so as to be understood. 

As to the inspectors — on the new revision — ^let thena speak for 
themselves, except as to the promise to publish what they refer to. 
As to thatmatter,they handed me the papers, as they say; but Inever 
thought of publishing them, neither did I ever intimate any thing 
of the kind to any one. What others of the committee may have 
done, I can't say ; but if they made any such arrangement, I have 
known nothing about it. 

The saving clause in this production is this : 

" And finally, they close their report by recommending that the 
office of inspectors be abolished, because they allowed themselves 
to be governed by the deposition of Mr. Alonzo Ferris, the agent, 
&c.*' 

God deliver us ! ! ! 

Pond was here this evening, and I spoke about the propriety of 
having this thing published. On looking it over, I think it would 
be a good plan. It is a literary production, and ought not to be 
strangled in its infancy. 

Yours, in much haste, 

J. B. TURNER. 

The fi^Uowing communication was also received from Messrs. 
Ribbee and Pond the other acting members of the joint committee 
on state prison, and is expressive of their views of the matters re- 
ferred to in their affidavits and reports contained in House docu* 
ment number eighteen. 

To the Hon. Committee on State Affairs : 

The undersigned members of the sub-committee on state prison^ 
having performed the duty assigned them,viz: — To examine into the 
charges against the agent of jlhe prison, together with other dutie» 
required of them, by joint resolutions of the legislature. 
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they believe in accordance with their oath o^ office, under which 
they feel most solemnly bound, have discharged those duties with- 
dul partiality or favor to any one, and no sooner than our report was 
published, we are met with a document purporting to be "Affidavits 
and Report of the Inspectors of the State Prison," which accuses the 
state prison committee' of the most gross duplicity, and >«»ven of false- 
hood. The undersigned would call the attention of their Hon. 
committee, in the first place to the third page of the above docu- 
ment, where it is said " they (the committe on state prison) have ba- 
sed the most material portion of their report upon this (Mr. Ferris') 
testimony." Now, the ^ct^is, the most *' material portion" of 
the report of the committee x)n state prison, and in fact, almost the 
whole of it, was completed before the testimony referred to was 
taken; therefore the jrfow, Inspectors hare asserted what they cannot 
sustain, and all they have said in relation to taking the testimony 
of Mr. Alonzo Ferris, falls to the ground. 

On the same page the Hon, Inspectors quote a portion of the re- 
port of the committee, and then say, *• Now, we would state that 
this is not true,** What more or less is this than virtually giving the 
lie to the committee? You, gentlemen^ we ask carefully to pause 
and examine the three documents, viz : — The annual repoit of the 
Inspectors, the report of the committee and the affidavits and re- 
port of the Inspectoi-s, and compare them together, and we trust, 
gentlemen, that your conclusions will be just and right. 

Again, on the same page, the Hon, Inspectors say, " as your 
Hon committee appear by their report^ to have founded their con- 
clusions, that they are constrained to believe that this charge made 
by the Inspectpi's against the agent of the prison, ii wholly without 
foundation in truth, solely upon the testimony of Mr. A. Ferris, 

Now, gentlemen, if after carefully examining all the points pre- 
sented in the several documents, you should not come to the same 
conclusion that the committee arrived at, we have only to say, that 
there was evidence before the committee which does not nor can- 
not appear in testimony — which we would not wish to publish, feel- 
ing it our duty 'to publish nothing only such as might appear in tes- 
timony. 

On page 4 the Hon, Inspectors mike a great ado, because a cer- 
tain ** stipulat on, signed Pinney, Howard &; Co., purports to have 
been executed on the 15th inst., four days after your committee re- 
turned from Jackson," &c. 

Now, were the committee bound to exhibit to the Hon, Inspect* 
ors all the evidence they obtained in the matter referred to themt 
The committee to whom those reports are referred will answer for 
themselves, and draw their own conclusions. The facts are, Mr. 
A. Ferris called on the committee on state prison, after they had 
returned from Jackson, and presented a large amount of affidavits 
that had been taken after the committee left Jackson, in accord- 
ance with the understanding had when the committee left — and sta- 
ted that Mr. Finney had anived at Jackson^ — ^that he had obtained 
his (Mr. P.'s) affidavit, also a stipulation, &c. The committee felt 
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It tbeir duty to pubHsfa a]l the evidence that came ioto tbeir hands 
TespectfaDy ; and they were not aware of injustice being done to 
any one. 

On page five of the purported document the Hon. Inspectors 
take occasion to qaote a portion of the deposition of Lewis Bascom, 
then they say : " Now Mr. Lewis Bascom wishes to be cU^inctly 
understood, that he stated," &c. Now mark, the clerk of the pri- 
son took down all of the testimony had before the comnuttee while 
at Jackson. Now if any thing appeared on the clerk's record which 
did not in the report, why did they not refer the legislature to that 
document, and not say '* Mr. B. wishes to be distinctly xmAer^ood" 
&c.t 

On page six appears the following: '' The resolution referred to, 
recommends that if Mr. A. H. Pinney will give thirty cents per day 
for the labor of convicts, to let them to him ; if he will not give that 

?rice, then let them to Moses Hubbel for 37 J cents per day." 
*his looks altogether different from the annual report of the inspec- 
tors, and virtually contradicts what is stated in the sentence that 
last preceded this quotation, in said "affidavit and report," because 
the inspectors recommended the convicts to be let to Pinney at 30 
cents, and Pinney offered 28 cents. Now fifty men at two cents 
per day would earn $1 ; hence the number of days work would 
make as many dollars ; and this is allowing all the convicts that the 
contract can have, whereas only thirty-six are now employed ; al- 
lowing the number now employed, the difference is but seventy-two 
cents per day, which is more than a quarter less than first calcula- 
tion. The committee will notice that the highest bid in the annual 
report of the inspectors was said to be 38 cents, and the lowest 28 
cents ; nothing is said about recommending 30 cents in preference 
to 38. Query ? 

On page six it is also stated by the Hon. inspectors, "we will show 
• that the idea that they convey, that we know nothing of the law, is 
not founded in the truth." Now the committee have made no in- 
sinuations that the Hon. inspectors knew nothing of the law ; but 
merely state that " as your committee believe, the inspectors had 
not seen," &c. Now the committee did not intend to cast any dis- 
respectful insinuations upon the Hon, inspectors; and to say the 
least, the committee had no evidence tliatthe inspectors were at all 
conversant with the revision, prior to the making of their annual re- 
port. 

It is further stated that they (the Hon, inspectors,) submitted in 
writing to the committee their views in relation to the changes re- 
quired in the law, and that we*(the committee) promised to embody 
them in our report, and have them published. The committee are 
not aware that any promise was made or encouragement given to 
the Hon. inspectors to that effect. RUFUS KIBBEE, 

ALFRED POND. 

The agent of the prison also appeared at the committee meeting 

and submitted for consideration the following communication : 
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To the Honorable the Committee on State Affars of ike Senate, to 
whom wa^ referred the communication of the Board of Inspector* 
of the State Prison, on the 5th of March instant : 

The undersigned, agent for the state |>rifion at Jackson, in reply 
to the matters alledged against him in House document No. 1$, en- 
titled "affidavits and report of the Inspectors of the State Prison at 
Jackson," submits : 

That said papers seem intended to criticise and invalidate the 
report of the joint committee^n state prison, published as joint doc- 
ument No. 14, and also to arraign the undersigned on new charges. 

The first charge has referrence to the affidavit of the undesigned 
on page 8th of the joint report on the subject of the appointment of 
Benjamin H. Curtis. The inspectors complain of the contents of 
this affidavit and of the time and manner of its presentation. In re- 
gard to the latter, I beg leave to say, that it was not my intention 
to present the facts embraced in it, nor any other facts inculpatory 
of others. ' My position was a defensive one. On my way to the 
committee room, I stated to Dr. Ira C. Backus, one of the inspec- 
tors, that I was about to go before the committee, and invited him 
to go with me, if he wished to. He declined. At this time I had 
no intentiom of presenting that affidavit, nor any other statement in 
particular. It was elicited by the course of remarks before the com- 
mittee, and my statement was taken down by them without my pay- 
ing any special attention to the phraseology. So much for the man- 
ner and time of this statement. 

The facts in regard to this appointment, according to the best of 
my knowledge and belief are as follows : . At the time of assuming 
the duties of agent of the state prison, I received a petition numer- 
ously and respectably signed, recommending the appointment of 
Benjamin H. Curtis, to the office of deputy keeper ; he was fur- ^* 
ther recommended to me personally and by letter from various per- 
sons in whose opinion I had the utmost confidence. These recom- 
mendations were such as induced me to believe that Curtis wad 
competent to discharge the duties of the office. Being unacquain- 
ted with Curtis personally, or with Dorrill, v^ho held the office, I 
was desirous to have Curtis appointed, his recommendations for 
character and qualifications being satisfactory to me. With a view 
to accomplish this purpose, I laid the petitions &c. before the board 
of inspectors (who had the power of confirming or rejecting the 
appointment,) to ascertain their views in regard to the subject. In 
reply, the. inspectors or two of them stated that they thought 
Curtis was wholy unqualified to discharge the duties of Deputy 
Keeper, in regard to education and firmness of character, they 
also thought that being an asststant keeper, his associates would 
not respect his authority when promoted to deputy keeper, 
and that the precedent would bj^ a bad one. On the con- 
trary, they represented Mr. Dorrill, the incumbent, to be a. 
man every way qualified for the office, that he had experince, 
and had ably and faithfully discharged the duties of the office; 
from this conversation, and other circumstances that it is un* 
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necessary at this time to detail, I became convinced that the 
board were so prejudiced against Mr. Curtis, and were so mnch 
in favor of the incumbent Dorrill, that a nomination of Mr. Cartis 
would not be confirmed if made. Being unacquainted with any 
of the parties with whom I was associated, and upon whose as- 
sistance and co-operation I was to depend for the correct and per- 
fect discharge of my duties so recently assumed, I did not deem it 
advisable to create any feeling between myself and the inspectora 
by discharging Dorrill, and insisting upon the appointment of 
Curtis ; neither did I deem it necessary to inform Mr. Dorrill, or 
the other officers of the prison of any want of confidence in his 
ability, as I did not wish to throw any obstacle in the way of his 
performing the duties imposed upon him. Subsequent experience 
has confirmed the opinion, at the time, formed upon the recommen- 
dation of others, that Curtis is qualified to discharge the duties of 
the office of deputy keeper of the State Prison. 

Such are the facts. Now in my affidavit as taken down by the 
committee, I stated that I endeavored to have Benjamin H. Curtis 
appointed deputy keeper of thef state prison in place of Marvin I>or- 
nll. The inspectors deny this. It is plain, from their mode of 
swearing, to which I shall hereafter more particularly refer, that they 
may attempt to reconcile their denial, with the truth as it exists, by 
some criticism on the word ^^eadeavor^ They have not denied and 
will not deny, that I laid befi>re them the recommendations in favor 
of Mr. Curtis, and that they opposed any change. 

Again, they say that I never "stated to them, or either of them, 
that I believed, and still believe Curtis to be a better man for the 
office of deputy keeper.'' Now I did not say in my affidavit, that 
I had so staled lo them — ^but that such was in truth, my belief. Here 
again they avail themselves of verbal distinctions, to Insinuate a 
charge of misstatement against me. They also further deny that T 
ever made a nomination of deputy or assistant keeper, that they 
have rejected. I have never stated that I did make such nomina- 
tion — and for the reason that when I laid before them the recom- 
mendations of Mr. Curtis they expressed themselves so strongly 
against his appointment that I was satified they wotdd reject the no- 
mination if made. 

There is nothing in their version contradicting the statement of 
facts now given by me, and as they know them to exist. Neither is 
Mr. Budington's negative testimony of any consequence. It is 
thrown in as a mahe weight — ^but they might as well have produced 
any other man's statement of what he did not hear, in a matter which 
was not talked of within his hearing, as that of one who, vehile he 
admits me to be 'an honest man,' has heretofore attempted to lii row 
discredit on my capacity and energy. (See joint report, p. 6.) 

I aver that the facts are as I have above asserted. I ^o not be- 
lieve that the inspectors will dame deny the truth of my statement, 
that I laidbefore them the recommendations of Mr. Curtis, and that 
they at once expressed themselves strongly against his appointment. 
While attempting by carefully guarded expressions to apparently 
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contradict my affidavit, why did they not remember that it is the 
obligation of a witness to tell, not only the tenth, but the "whole 
truth,'' and that he who, by a guarded and partial statement casts 
reproach and discredit on his neighbor, which would have been 
avoided by a fuller disclosure of the entire truth, inflicts as deep an 
injury as if he had in direct terms borne false witness. 

Not satisfied with assailling me, they assert that in this matter the 
committee has done great injustice to them in their manner of pro- 
ceeding in the taking of the testimony, and in the report. With 
the facts before you, it is for you to say who has a right to feel ag- 
grieved. But these gentlemen assail other parts of this report. 

On page 9 of the joint report it is said ; "The evidence the said 
" inspectors had before them at the time of the adoption of their 
" report, going to sustain the charge above specified, was a propo- 
" aition made by Pinnoy to the agent of the prison, previous to the 
*' advertisement being given, and the answer on the back of said 
" proposition made by the agent to said Pinney, together with a let- 
" ter to the said agent, a copy of which proposition, answer, and 
" letter are herewith attached.'' 

In regard to this, the inspectors say, "we would state that this is 
not true ; there was no sucli proposition before the inspectors at the time 
of the adoption of their report." 

Now mark the prevarication. The committee say that the in- 
spectors had before them ^Uhe evidence^* touching this proposition. 
They did not assert that the paper was spread before the inspec- 
tors — nor in their actual possession — but that the proposition had 
been made by Pinney to the agent, that the agent had endorsed an 
answer on the* back of the same — and that this matter was known 
to the inspectors — that they had the evidence of it. Had they or 
had they not this evidence ] I beg leave to refer to Mr. Pinney 's 
testimony, p, 54. He says: "The memorandum produced was 
" then made out, in pursuance of an arrangement made between 
" witness, the agent and two of the board of inspectors ; dou*t know 
" as the inspectors or either of them, saw the memorandum, at that 
"time. The memorandum was based upon the proposition from 
" Mr. Lathrop to witness, for the purchase of the Lathrop contjact; 
" it was not to be of any force or effect unless witness purchased 
" Lathrop's contract. I did not consider it so, I mentioned Jo Mr. 
*' Backus and Mr. Bascom, two of the inspectors, at the Eagle Ta- 
" vern, in Jackson, the fact that Mr. Lathrop had made a proposi- 
" tion and talked with them some upon the subject ; most of the 
" conversation in regard to changing the contract from Lathrop to 
"witness and others, was on the 17th, at the meeting of the board. 
♦* While we were at the Eagle Tavern, I suggested to the agent, or 
one of the inspectors, the propriety gf their making to witness a 
proposition, upon the condition that witness accepted the propo- 
sition from Mr. Lathrop. Mr. Ferris penned the memorandum ; 
" before it was written, the subject had been talked over and was 
" understood by the two inspectors who were present, and the agent 
'' and it was written by Mr. Ferris, in pursuance of such understanl 
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** ding — ^thinks that Dr. Backus had left, and was not present when 
"it was drawn and signed by Mr. Fenis." 

Here then, it is plain that two at least of the inspectors knew 
of the making of the proposition and of the memorandum, or an- 
swer on the back of it, by me, and yet by dwelling on the immate- 
rial fact that it was not before thern when they adopted their report, 
which fact the committee had not asserted — they seek to avoia the 
imputation under which they lie, that with the evidence of it before 
them they had made a groundless and false charge against me on 
the basis of its non-existence — can any thing be more unfair to- 
wards the committee, or more unjust towards myself? Is not this 
a perversion of the truth — a garbling and suppression of facts — and 
that for the miserable object of reiterating a charge against me al- 
ready proved to be false, and so proclaimed and established by the 
report of the committee. 

In this new assault on me (on page 4) the inspectors, by whom it 
is signed, say: "We would also call your 'attention (as we did 
** that of your honorable committee) to the unusual provision in the 
"contract of Pinney, Howard & Co., for the payment for the labor 
" of convicts. An examination will show that the state is deprived 
"of the use of a great share of their earnings, for nine months in 
the year. Also, to the extraordinary and most pernicious provis- 
ion in said contract, by which they are to have a "preference in 
any new contract" over other person's making proposals, upon their 
agreeing to pay such sum as may be agreed on between them and 
•'the agent of said prison for the time being, itot exceeding the aver* 
" age rates paid for convict labor by other contractors. By this clause 
" the officers of the prison are predvded forom receiving more for 
" the labor of the convicts than the average rates paid by other contrac- 
^^to^s. The agent, Mr. A. Ferris, in his deposition,. on page 13, of 
" the report of your honorable committee, states "the provision in 
regard to the preference as it was agreed to by the witness, was 
the custom, so far as he knows, before he qame here.- ' We would 
"state that there never was a contract executed by any agent of 
" this prison, before this one, that contained any such provision, to 
" our knowledge, and that such has not been, J3ut is entirely contra- 
" ry to the custom in executing cORtracts." 

It is here averred that the state is deprived of the use of a great 
shar9 of the earnings of the convicts under this contract, for nine 
months in the year. 

On page 28 of the joint report, the terms of this contract will 
be seen. It is explicit, and provides for a credit ol three months on- 
ly to the contractor, payments to be monthly, and on 20th May in 
each year, all matters to be settled in full, without even the three 
months credit. The terms of the contract are as follows : — "And 
it is further agreed that the parties of the second part shall have a 
uniform credit of three months for the time of said convicts ; thatis, 
at the expiration of the fourth month pay shall made for the 
first month; at the expiration of the fifth month, pay shall be made 
for the second, and so on in monthly payments, Except that on the 
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twentieth day of May, in each and every year, payment shall be 
made in full up to that time ; and if the parties of the second part 
shall fail to have such payment made in full on the 20th dBy of 
May, in each year, it shall and may be at the option of the said 
agent or his saccessor for the time being, to declare this contract 
null and void.*' 

The language of the inspectors is " an examination will show 
that the state is deprived of the use of a great share of their earn- 
ings for nine months in the year/' This is evidently intended to 
create the impression (by the use of equivocal phraseology,) that 
the contractors had a credit of nine months, for a great part of the 
convict's earnings. Can we fancy a more audacious perversioo o( 
language and facts ? 

Another part of the charge against me is, that these contractors 
were to have a preference in the case of any new contracts — ^tbat 
they have a preference by the terms of the contract, is admitted — 
that such preference is injudicious, is probable; — but that prefer- 
ences of some kind to old contractors were unusual, is not true. 

In this point, as usual, matters are garbled and misquoted in or- 
der to injure me. My testimony is quoted by those Inspectors as 
follows : — The provision in regard to the frrference as it was agreed 
to by the witness, was the custom, so far as he knew, before he 
came here." 

Here I am made to say that tlie preference secured by this con- 
tract was customary, and this is flatly contradicted. 

Now, recur to my testimony as it is printed. It is found on page 
13 of the joint repoit. I there say, — " The provision in regard to 
* preference,' as it was agreed to," &c. I used the tenii " prefer- 
ence" (marked with quotations) as expressive of the general subject 
of giving 'preferences to eld contracfjors, I spoke of this general fact^ 
not of the particular preference given in this contract. The interpre- 
tation of the article "the" changes the whole character of what I 
said. 

Now what was the custom with regard to preferences to old con- 
tractors 1 I submit herewith the contract of Mr. Lathrop, of 10th 
March, 1846, out of which the contract of Pinney & Howard grew. 
This contains the following provision : "And it is further sti|)ula- 
ted and agreed by the parties to the foregoing instrument, that at 
the expiration of this contract, and when sealed proposals are re- 
" ceived for re-letting the same, it shall and may he made a condi- 
" tion that any person or persons who may. overbid the said party 
" of the second part, that said persons shall purchase all the machine- 
** ry, tools, and fixtures belonging to the said party of the second 
" part, which he may then have on hand and in use for carrying on 
" the said business of manufacturing." 

Now, is not this a preference to an old contractor ? Does the 
new applicant stand on the same footing with the old occupant 
when he is obliged to take from the latter all the machineiy, tools, 
and fixtures which the latter may have employed in the buBinesa 
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whatever be its amount, situation or adaptation '? Is not this an ad- 
vantage — a preference — of the most importmt kind 1 

Like provisions are found in the contracts of Harmon DeGrraff 
and J. E. Beebee. All these were made with the former agent. 
The only other outstanding contracts for convict labor, are those 
for shoemaking and coopering. In regard to these no machinery 
and fixtures are used, so far as I know, and therefoi'e these contracts 
embrace no such provision. 

In regard to this, I submit that I testified in regard to the gener- 
al custom of giving preferences, and not to the character of this 
particular preference ; that what I said was true ; and that these 
inspectors have' misquoted my language so as to peiTert my meaning. 

These remarks, I believe, embrace all the specific charges against 
me in this new document. Resting as it does, upon assertions of 
persons who are shown to have made mis-statements in some 
things. I shall only add to this part of the case a general principle 
of evidence. " As the credit due to a witness, is founded in the 
" first instance on general experience of human veracity, it follows 
" that witness who gives false testimony as to one particular, can- 
" not be credited as to any, according to the legal maxim, faZsum in 
** und faUum in omnilms. The presumption that the witness wiU 
** declare the truth ceases as soon as it manifestly appears th^t he is 
" capable of perjury. Faith in a witness' testimony cannot be par- 
" tial or fractional ; where any mateiial fact rests on his testimony, 
" the degree of credit due to him must be ascertained^ and accord- 
ing to the result of his testimony is to be credited or rejected." 

On page 5 of the inspectors annual report it it is said, " The dif- 
ficulty mainly arises from their being no clause in the contracts, by 

which they become forfeited, if the contractor fails to pay. The 
" letting of the contracts, is by law, placed under the sole control of 
" the agent ; but as every department of the prison is so seriously 
" affected by the failure of the contractors to pay, we cannot allow 
" a subject of so much importance to pass unnoticed." 

The contract with Pinney & Howard is the only one made by 
me for convict labor, and in that it is provided that " if the parties 
of the second part shall tail to have such payment made in full on 
the 20th day of May in each year, it shall and may be at the option 
of the said agent or his successor for the time being, to declare Hm 
carUrctct nuU afid void, 

I do not propose to review the various matters which were passed 
on by the previous committee. 

I went to Jackson after my appointment as agent, a stranger. 
I have endeavored in all thing sto do my duty. In their annual re- 
port, the Inspectors saw fit to assail me; — ^this report is sent to the 
agents of state prisons in other states ; and in it and to strangens 1 
am made to appear as charged with infidelity to my trust. On my 
application, a committee of both houses of the legislature, has in- 
vestigated these charges. By the report of that committee I stand 
freed from all imputations of intentional dereliction of duty, and 
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the charges made agaiost me have recoiled upon their originators. 
Again am I assailed, and with me the former committee is arraign- 
ed. In regard to this new attack, I have spoken freely and plainly. 
With no wish nor intention to do aught heyond the necessary vindi- 
cation of my personal and official character, I leave this matter in 
your hands. ALONZG- FERRIS. 

Detroit, March 10th, 1847. 

Your committee feel that in submitting the foregoing several 
statements, they have brought together the various views of the 
acting members of the joint committee on state prison, of the two 
houses, and of the agent, which being compared with the affidavits 
referred to us, of the inspectors of the prison (house doc. No. 18)' 
may, without an expression of opinion on our part, lead to a satis- 
factory conclusion to all those who will take the trouble to investi- 
gate this troublesome matter. There should be taken in connection 
with the " Report of the joint committee on state prison,** (joint 
doc. No. 14), and the ", annual report of the inspectors of state 
prison," in which the charges against the agent of the prison are 
made, which have given, rise to the several reports and proceedings 
of the legislature, since had on the subject. 

Your committee do not feel it to be incumbant upon them to de- 
cide who is right in the conflict of statements, but believe that the 
whole should be published, and the conclusions of all be unbi- 
assed by any. inferences of ours. 

Leaving, tnen, this branch of the subject for the candid examina- 
tion of those who are interested in eliciting of the truth, we 
approach with reluctance, that branch of our duty which leads us 
to speak of the charges made by the inspefetors against the joint com- 
mittee, of the two houses, on state prison ; a^d we cannot here 
refrain from saying, that the reporC of that committee does not, in 
our opinion, warrant the attack made upon them by the inspectors 
in their last " affidavits and report, &c." 

Your committee are inclined to believe that the inspectors, feel- 
ing themselves, perhaps aggrieved, and in haste to produce their 
counter statements before the adjournment of the legislature', acted 
with less of that caution, in a matter of so much consequence, than 
would have been done under other circumstances, and have been 
inadveitantly led into charges againt an hon. committee of the le- 
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g^slature, which cannot be sustained. We refer to the statements 
of the members of that committee, to show that no intention ex. 
isted of dealing in any but a strictly impartial manner, in taking of 
testimony, and cannot believe that they would have been actuated 
by other than the highest and most honorable motives^ in the dis- 
charge of their public trust. 

Much allowance should be made for the peculiar state of things 
which appear to exist in the prison department, arising entirely, as 
we believe, from the differences between the agent and inspectors, 
and while, to our belief, in the strict impartiality with which, from 
our personal knowledge of the hon. committee on state prison, 
they were actuated, we add the further evidence contained in their 
statements annexd — we would also wish to add the opinion, that 
although much may have been unadvisably made public, which need 
not have been canvassed, yet, that both the agent and the inspec- 
tors, so far as your committee have been able to determine, seemed 
to have been actuated by a desire to expose the truth, and each in . 
his sphere to protect the interests of the public, and to promote the 
welfare, good government, and discipline of the prison. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, and your committee would 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 

J. GOODWIN, 
CJiairman of the Com. of State Affairs of the House of Reps, 

WM. M. FENTON, 
Chairman of the Com. of State Affairs of the Senate, 



